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Preface 
 
 

AWOISM: 
 

Chief ObafemiAwolowo was acclaimed the greatest Yoruba man 

next to Oduduwa, the progenitor of the Yoruba race. He lived, 

worked and passed  on in Yorubaland,  Nigeria as a savant, sage 

and avatar during the twentieth century A.D. 
 

He left behind a biological family and some ideological politi cal 

associates. Chief Bisi Akande, who also ruled in Osun State 

(one of the political divisions of Yorubaland) between 

1999 and 2003, is one of his immediate disciples and politi- cal 

associates.                          ,                · 
 

During his tenure of office, Chief Bisi Akande was acclaimed to 

have demonstrated the traits of Chief Awolowo's political 

sagacity, financial prudence, tenacity to principles, moral 

integrity and incorruptibility by performing most excellently in 

governance in the history of Osun State. We have no evidence 

to suggest that he is in any way relating with or close to 

Awolowo's biological family. 
 

Brig. Olagunsoye Oyinlola (Rtd.) succeeded Chief Bisi Akande 

in office in Osun State since 2003. Apart from trying to compare 

and contrast his governorship of Osun State with that of Chief 

Akande, he has also been trying to romance with Awolowo's  

biological  family. In this book, he was categorically reported to 

have derisively doubted if Chief Akande was a true 'Awoist'. In 

reaction, Chief Akande was reported 
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to have tried to define Awoism* - the ideological beliefs of 

Chief Obafemi Awolowo. 
 

During the momentous process of these disputations, the Press 

Media was prominent at work. In this book, the Nigerian media 

has endeavoured to put into perspective a lot about the theory of 

transparency and accountability in governance with regards to 

the Bola Ige House b u i l t  by Chief Bisi Akande at Osogbo 

just immediately before  Brig. Olagunsoye Oyinlola (Rtd.) took 

over office as Governor of Osun State. 
 

 

Appreciation 
 

My thanks to many people who assisted in assembling the 

materials for this book, most especially my colleagues in the 

media. Also Odia Ofeimu Esq, a foremost poet, writer and 

public affairs commentator, for writing the Foreward, and 

Uncles Niyi Osundina, Femi Osunro, Peter Ajayi and Biyi 

Adedotun for their contributions. 
 
 
 

Adelani Baderinwa, 
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* See pages 84,203 
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Foreword 
 
 
This book brings together newspaper reports, features and 

editorials which cover the heated brickbats- the accusations 

and counter-accusations- that raged between the former 

Governor of Osun State Chief Bisi Akande of the Alliance for 

Democracy (AD) and his successor, Colonel Olagunsoye 

Oyinlola,  of the Peoples  Democratic  Party in the second 

four-year  term of Nigeria's 4th Republic.  The core issues 

centre on the wild, truly spurious, and unwarranted allega 

tions of corruption and abuse of office which Oyinlola levied 

against his predecessor on the pages of the newspapers af 

ter he was sworn in as Governor in Year 2003. Although 

some of the reports and features  are tendentious  and bi 

ased, their combined impact serves the purpose of exposing 

the issues at stake with relative objectivity. Bringing them 

together, from several newspapers, helps to be1lance facts 

against opinions and to ensure that none gets lost in the 

work-a-day ephemerality of media controversies. Thus, from 

first salvo to the concluding features across several newspa 

pers, it is easy to see that Governor Oyinlola could not only 

sustain his allegations over the three years in which he hag 

gled them, he also could not have brought charges to court 

in any legally meaningful sense. Ultimately, his media thrusts 

and counter-thrusts reveal a shallowness of intent: proof 

enough that he was merely currying media visibility at the 

expense of a man who deserved to be given a prize for the 
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good job he had done in the governance of Osun State. 
 

Evidently, the PDP Governor, in his pursuit of Akande, was 

following an old tradition common among soldiers who have 

just carried out a coup. As a means of legitimising immorally 

acquired power, they attempt a rubbishing of the image of 

their predecessors in office. True to the antics of all minori 

ties who have hijacked the power of the majority, their alle 

gations are usually peddled to cover-up heinous act of their 

own. In most cases, the allegations are deployed to divert 

public attention from claimant issues of the moment in order 

to give the holier- than- thou impression that they are world 

changers sweeping with some efficient brooms. As it hap 

pens, their investments in the exposure  of even the non 

existent corruption and malfeasance of their perceived op 

ponent, end up showing how they themselves are the gory 

children of the very Slough of Despond into which they wish 

to submerge others. No special briefing on this is needed by 

anyone who has seen how soldiers and their civilian clones 

in power wallow in the very corruption they claim to be fight 

ing. As this book demonstrates so well all it takes to tame the 

demon of untruth, is time and patience and of course vigi 

lance to unmask the over-weaning fabrications of those who 

traduce the public sphere. The point is that the truth, even 

when confronted by the most gory fabrications, will triumph 

over spite and calumny. 
 

Specific to the case of Osun State, the circumstance must 

be viewed in the light of the virtual seizure of power that took 

place in the guise of the 2003 General Election- which was 
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promptly dubbed an earthquake by the media. Whether an 

earthquake or hurricane, it saw the displacement of five out 

of the six governors of the Alliance for Democracy, the politi 

cal party that had dominated the six Yoruba speaking States 

of the Southwest of Nigeria in the first post military elections 

of 1999. The affected Governors were Segun Osoba of Ogun 

State, Lam Adesina of Oyo State, Adebayo Adefarati of 

Ondo State, Niyi Adebayo of Ekiti State and of course Bisi 

Akande of Osun State. Their displacement from office was 

like wiping the slate clean against the pro-democracy 

fighters and defenders of true federalism who claimed 

inspiration from Obafemi Awolowo, the celebrated avatar of 

progressive politics in Nigeria's history. Indeed, after the 

election, it was as if the great tradition of Awolowo was 

virtually on the carpet, in jeopardy. 
 

Fortunately, from the standpoint of morale, followers of 

Obafemi Awolowo have always been able to muster great 

resolve and resilience in moments of crisis. In such   

moments, the tall achievements of the past have more often 

than not been able to make even the most high and mighty 

opponent appear Lilliputian. Even the worst opponents have 

had to accept Awolowo's performance as the standard for 

efficient management of the economy. In the face of 

distracting unitarism and privatisation, his notion of True 

Federalism and his welfare politics- covering free education 

and free health services- have since become a staple of the 

Nigerian Constitution. 
 

Indeed, not knowing how to counter such grand achieve 
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ments, opponents  have zigzagged in their bid to damn lor 

deny them. In the end, they find that they can only be     

politically correct by adopting rather than putting them down. 

Even then, the tack has always been for such opponents, 

while denying adherence to Awolowo's platform, to seek to 

steal the clothes off his more strategic outings in order to have 

the ground to stand upon.                                                            
 

The zigzag pattern can be seen in the political practice of 

Governor Oyinlola of the ruling People's Democratic Party in 

Osun State. It is not an isolated practice. This is obvious 

from the pressures being mounted at national and state 

levels by the ruling People's Democratic Party against the 

resilience and resolve of the only Governor, Bola Ahmed 

Tinubu of Lagos State, who survived the virtual carnage that 

was the 2003 General Election in the Southwest. True, 

Tinubu is described as the last man standing; a well earned 

sobriquet. As the only one of the six AD Governors still on the 

ground, he is indeed the last in a long line that was strateg- 

ically  positioned to stand up to age-old conservatism and 

illiberal governance in the Republic. Of course, Tinubu's own 

travails in the hands of the ruling party have been many. He 

has had to stand up to the machinations of a ruling echelon 

threatening the declaration of a state of emergency to end 

his rule.  He has bravely stood up to the unconstitutional 

denial of statutory revenue allocation for local governments 

due to his state. He has been obliged to show, through 

proper resort to the law courts, that the ruling party at the 

center constitutes an unruly behemoth, lacking respect for 

law and the Constitution. 
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His experience proves the pervasive nature of untoward meth- 

ods that are native to the PDP. 
 

In the particular case of Chief Bisi Akande, as this book 

demonstrates, the calumniating pressures have  been 

mounted against him with damnable flippancy. The allega 

tions have been levied, without regard to proof, merely to 

smear him. This has offered him a chance of efficient rebut 

tal. Besides, the cheapness of the allegations have offered 

enough indication,  if any was needed,  of how enemies  of 

progressive politics in Nigeria make a show of not giving up 

even when forced to beat undignified retreat from their shabby 

politics. It is a fortuitous occurrence, in this connection, that 

Oyinlola's project- yes, indeed, it had become a project- of 

assaulting the moral superiority of his immediate predeces 

sor in office has been based on the false premise that no 

one could be as honest in government as  Akande is claimed 

to be. The good part is that Akande's integrity  was never 

based on media hype but genuine personal efficacy in the 

production of excellence in governance. He had acquired a 

larger than life image as a great manager of funds, a man of 

sterling integrity and a worthy exemplar of civic authority in 

the best tradition  of Awolowo's unparalleled performance. This 

evidently bothers his accusers; especially, when they realize 

that his reputation for integrity is not adversely affected by 

his defeat in the 2003 General Election. They obviously get 

goose pimples when they see that the man's tall achieve 

ments have demeaned the victories that they manufactured 

in that General Election. Rather than his "defeat" decreasing 
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Akande's moral stature, it has enhanced it. It has exposed 

the purported victors as jobbers who do not play according 

to civilized rules. To make matters worse, the blitz of allega 

tions has merely alerted the public to the foreseeable inabil 

ity of Governor Oyinlola to match Akande's achievements. 

Hence, the unwarranted attempts to despoil the past and 

to traduce the memory of the best government that Osun 

State has had since it was created. 
 

Understandably, Governor Oyinlola's approach never veers 

away from the already well worn pattern.  On discovering 

that virtually all the things he would have liked to be known for 

had already been done by Akande, he began by wanting to 

ignore them until he discovered that the masses were keenly 

enamoured of them. He attempted to run them down and to 

devalue their importance. But the people of Osun State knew 

for instance what life was like before Akande made his per- 

formances  in the face of a feckless opposition that wished 

him to distribute largesse  or merely throw money at prob 

lems. 
 

The realities on the ground showed that there was no fair 

way to deny that Akande had executed more  than 2000 

projects which were all out there for all to see. And, so the 

next tack of his successor was to seek to demolish not the 

projects but the man who made them possible. To realize this 

was a tall enough order. Oyinlola went at it by seizing upon 

the projects that were the most visible exemplars of the in 

comparable achievements of his predecessor's Administra 

tion. He latched upon the water project that had promised a 
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permanent relief for the people of Osun State. In an even 

more ill-advised manner, he set out to deride the building of 

the Secretariat of the Osun State Government and especially 

the Governor’s Office, which was very appropriately named 

Bola lge House. Wether in seeking to demean their impor 

tance and the finesse of their execution or in charging that 

Akande wasted, or corruptly misapplied, the available funds, 

he ran into an uphill cui de sac that was bound to roll him 

back to a sad valley. 
 

The truth is that each allegation raised against Chief Akande 

merely drew more attention to his peerless achievements. It 

turned out that it was Governor Oyinlola, not his predeces 

sor, who eventually committed the Osun State Government to 

paying more for the water project that he wished to crucify 

Akande for. As for the Bola lge House project, it was Oyinlola's 

cavalier efforts to run down Akande achievements that made 

it even more obvious that Akande's Administration was based 

on a prudent management of resources. In his execution of 

the Bola lge House Project, Bisi Akande relied on the same 

skill that enabled him to use the Federal Government's alloc- 

ation for one school classroom  to build two classrooms. 

Rather tip him for a Special Honour, the new Governor pref-

erred to fall back on the deluded strain of adversarial politics 

that has characterized the ruling party in Osun and nation-

ally. What is truly strange is that in order to cast aspersions 

on the good work of his predecessor, Oyinlola began to par-

ade a charade of achievements,  wasting funds on special 

publications to induce comparisons between Akande's ten- 
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ure and his own administration. In one case, at least, he 

revealed unwittingly that he has spent more money to reno 

vate the Governor's lodge than it took to build it. More money 

seems to be spent on providing creature comforts for the 

Governor than for the masses of Osun State. In the process, it 

is as if the PDP Government of Osun State has been cel 

ebrating Oyinlola's inability to do as much work as Akande 

even with more than twice the revenue allocation for state 

and local governments. 
 

One great service that this book performs in a very helpful 

epilogue is a simple statistical analysis which shows that, at 

the state level, Akande's four-year tenure had only 12.25 

billion Naira as against 32.66 billion Naira for Oyinlola's Ad 

ministration within 21/2 years. Under Akande, the 30 local 

governments had only 27.3 billion Naira in four years while 

in Oyinlola's administration, the local governments have had 

41.7 billion Naira in two and half years. The unspoken issue 

is that Bisi Akande's tenure is still able to outmatch Oyinlola 

in achievements in spite of these disparities in revenue allo 

cation. This indeed is the bottom line. 
 

The short of it is that this book succeeds in dismantling the 

calculated falsehoods against Bisi Akande. Its greatest serv 

ice is that it is able to show how the pursuit of vendetta and 

the consequent distortion of history collapsed in the face of 

sturdy vigilance. 
 

Odia Ofeimu, 

Lagos, Nigeria. 

November 2006. 
 
 
                                             xiii 



1  

 
 
 
Procedure 

The chronicle* 

 
1.  As Executive Governor from 29th May, 1999 to 28th 

May 2003, Chief Bisi Akande left behind in Osun State  

a very intimidating credential in terms of excellent per 

formance, unparalleled infrastructural development, 

financial prudence, and impeccable personal integ 

rity. Two major factors dictated the choice of his pro 

grammes in governance: 

(a)    Maximum relevance of projects to the expecta 

tions of the people of Osun State, rather than 

greed motivated developments or project de 

signed for rulers' comfort e.g. free general health 

care delivery including free surgery, more con 

venient classroom facilities for pupils' educa 

tion, science schools, technical colleges, rural 

housing for teachers in the villages, electrifica 

tion in rural communities, durable road networks 

for towns and villages, potable water schemes, 

information network from standard Radio! Televi 

sion transmission and administrative conven 

ience in befitting government owned buildings; 

and 

(b)    Negotiation for every high quality project within 

each programme at the most reasonable prices. 
 
 

   *The submission made by Chief Bisi Akande to Osun Development Group on  July 17, 2004 



 

2.        During the four-year tenure of Chief Akande's admin 

istration as the Governor, two major policies governed 

the award of contracts in the State. They were: 

a.  no advance payments  for mobilization or any 

other pretensions that might facilitate  corrup 

tion or 'kick-backs' were encouraged, and 

b.  no variation  of costs was entertained on any 

project. 

Akande was also determined that no project init-

iated by his government would be abandoned 

uncompleted. His administration, therefore, comp- 

leted and commissioned over 2000 pro-jects 

which included roads, hospitals, schools rural 

housing, electricity, water supply and adminis-

trative buildings  particularly the Ile Awiye at 

Oke Baale for Radio and Television of Osun State 

and the 13 permanent secretariat blocks of houses 

including the Local Government Service 

Commission Blocks, 
 
 

3.  On its assumption of office in May 1999, Chief Bisi 

Akande's Administration found that Osun State Gov 

ernment had no Secretariat accommodation for its nine 

years of existence. Government workers were distrib 

uted into lock-up market stores and rented apartments 

all over the major towns of the state. Therefore, Akande 

took the bull by the horn inspite of the poor financial 

resources of the state and he decided to build a befit 
ting Government Secretariat. 
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4.   In 2001,  contracts worth  about  N1.7  billion  were 

awarded to four (4) contractors for the construction of 

eleven (11) ministerial complexes, without provision 

for advance payments/mobilization or any other pre 

tensions  which  might  facilitate corruption or 'kick 

backs'. A few months later, another contract for about 

N900 million was awarded to L. 'Dalberto for the Gov 

ernor's Office (otherwise known as "Bola lge House") 

in the same fashion. The contractors were expected 

to find funds to work up to specified stages before 

percentage payments were made for the works done. 
 

 

5.  The various building plans were produced by two firms 

of architects, namely: 

a.  Archy Konsult, for the eleven ministerial complexes, 

and 

b.  Tropics Consult Limited, for the Bola lge House. 

For the supervision of the entire complex, the     

architects were to be served by other firms of 

consultants (i.e. quantity surveyors, structural, 

mechanical and electrical engineers). All were 

selected through tender processes, according to 

the state's approved financial regulations. 
 

6.     In the words of Mr. A. F. Olatoye, Permanent Secre 

tary, Bureau of General  Services  in the Governor's 

office, "the concept for the New Secretariat Complex 

and the New Governor's office was considered to 

gether by the Chief Bisi Akande administration. The 



 

history of the award is too well known and may re 

quire no further restatement. Suffice it to say, how 

ever, that the style and conditions of the award were 

different from the conventional ones. Apart from the 

fact that mobilization or material advance was not paid, 

the contractors were expected to work prior to pay 

ments. The conditions of the award were harsh, there 

was no doubt about this." 
 

7. At the beginning, progress of work on the projects 

was very slow due to what the consultants called 'pre 

liminaries' and 'unforeseen modifications' for which 

contractors could not be expected to find funds. An 

imprest account designated 'Bill One' was created 

which was to be jointly managed by the government, 

the contractors and the consultants, without neces 

sarily increasing the contract sum. The management 

and disbursement of this account were to be deliber 

ated upon, as often as necessary, by a Site Manage 

ment Committee of all the consultants, the contrac 

tors, representatives of the Ministries of Works and 

Finance and the Governor's Office. The Permanent 

Secretary for General Services in the Office of the 

Governor, (who was expected to be an expert in public 

finance administration and who was the Accounting 

Officer) served as the Chairman. To this end, Archy 

Consult Account was opened to service all the secre 

tariat building contracts including the Bola lge House. 
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8. For every claim on each project: 
 

- The Accounting Officer (Permanent Secretary) 

would make a submission for the approval of the 

governor; 

 

- Ministry of Finance would make available the 

approved funds to the Accounting Officer; 

 

- The Accounting Officer would write cheques and 

make payments as may be authorized by the Site 

Project Management Committee; 

 

- The Accounting Officer, as a career expert was the 

internal authority on the management of the funds; 

 

- The Architects, the Mechanical Engineers, the 

Structural Engineers, and the Quantity Surveyors 

from the Ministry of Works were the internal con 

sultants as career officers; 

 

- For further precautions, other Architects, Mechanical 

Engineers, Structural Engineers and Quantity" 

Surveyors were recruited from among external 

professional experts; 

 

- The Accounting Officer was the\ chairman of the Site 

Project Management Committee-other members 

were the contractors, the consultants, the Ministry 

of Works Representatives, the Ministry of Finance 

Representatives from Central Economic Planning 



 

Office (CEPO), the Representatives of the 

Governor 's office; 

 

- The Site Project Management Committee deter 

mined on what and how to disburse the funds; 

 

- The Accounting Officer was to advise if another 

account became necessary for the project and if 

any fund should be reimbursed. 
 

9.      It was made clear, as a policy, that the process would 

not increase the contract sum that was already de 

cided by the State Tenders Board and approved by the 

State Executive  Council.  In such a circumstance, it 

looked improbable to Chief Akande that anybody could 

misappropriate the funds in any such imprest account, 

considering all the controls established around the ac 

count. One would reasonably assume that any sum 

withdrawn from an imprest account of this nature would 

be duly retired and ascertained by the Accounting Of 

ficer of the project before a recommendation was made 

to the government for reimbursement. 
 

10.    For the purpose of public consumption, perhaps we 

should attempt a mathematical assessment of the mag 

nitude of the secretariat complex built by the Akande 

Government in two years.  The built-up space of the 

Secretariat complex is equal to two thousand (2, 000) 

secondary school standard classrooms of 43.2 sq. 

meters each. While a typical classroom building is ba 

sically functional and generally simple in shape (bare 
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walls, simple wooden doors, basic windows,  ordinary 

roofing and ceiling claddings), the new Osun State 

Secretariat buildings are both functional and ornamental 

in design, comprehensive high quality construction 

and durable aesthetic finish. Therefore, value for value, 

the quality of a hypothetical classroom space in the 

secretariat is at least three times that of a typical 

standard classroom. Considered this way, the 

buildings in the secretariat complex can be equated 

with some six thou sand (6,000) standard classrooms 

which can serve the state at the rate of two hundred 

(200) classrooms per local Government. Put simply, at 

the rate of one million, five hundred and thirty four 

thousand naira, which the Federal Government spent 

per classroom, it would have cost about ten billion  

naira (N10 billion)  to build the Secretariat, compared 

to less than three billion naira (N3 billion) which it cost 

the Akande Administration. 
 

11. Mr. Olatoye, Permanent Secretary (General Services) 

and the Accounting Officer for the project, recalled that 

"the consultants for both projects were assembled as a 

team and they worked as a team up to a point. The 

letters of commissioning the Consultants were clear and 

specific". 
 

12. The contract for the construction of the new Governor's 

Office was awarded in Nov. 2001. Again, Olatoye con 

firmed that for both projects (New Secretariat Complex 

and the New Governor's Office) "Arch. Tunde Ogunniyi 

was the Coordinating Consultant (i.e. Archy Consult). 
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Up to a point and particularly when work commenced 

on the construction of the new Governors Office, site 

management did not face any problem as site meet 

ings were held regularly and interim reports rendered 

to Archy Consult on regular basis". Olatoye went fur 

ther: "As a single project for which a single team of 

Consultants were assembled, the two sites were to be 

coordinated by Arch. Tunde Ogunniyi. Soon after the 

commencement of work on the new Governor's Office, 

cracks began to be noticed among the Consultants and 

the man at the head of it all was Arch Lanre Oladeji. 

The difference was so intense and quickly discernible 

because it started to take its toll on the project". It was 

at that time and point that the SSG, Engr. Sola Akinwumi 

directed both the PS (Cabinet Office) and PS (General 

Services) to intervene in the matter. This was quickly 

done and after series of meetings with Arch. Tunde 

Ogunniyi and Arch. Lanre Oladeji, peace was 

brokered"... The Permanent Secretary added that "As 

a single project, there was to be a single Bill One Ac 

count, i.e. the one already being kept and managed by 

Archy Consult as  the  Coordinating Consultant". 
 

13.   Apart from the Archy Consult Account,  mentioned  in 

paragraph 7 above, Chief Akande, as the Governor of 

Osun State, was not informed about and did not ap 

prove the creation of any other separate Bill One Ac 

count (lmprest Accounts), to be managed by Tropics 
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Consult  of Mr. Lanre Oladeji for the purpose of Bola 

lge House project. 
 

14.   The position of the government was that a single imprest 

account (Bill One Account) should be maintained for 

the projects. However, Mr. Olatoye revealed that, "in 

order to solve problems associated with the delayed 

release of a cheque into that account sometime in 2002, 

the project management team (by default and without 

the approval of the Governor) created a new Bill One 

Account for the Governor's Office project which was to 

be managed by Tropics Consult". 
 

15.  The eleven ministerial complexes were commissioned, 

by Chief Bisi Akande in January 2003 and the Bola 

lge House was commissioned in March of the same 

year. 
 

The Mess 
 

16.  The imprest funds accounts were to be submitted to 

government.  On its part, Archy Konsult did a clean ac 

count for the eleven ministerial complexes, but Tropics 

Consult Limited produced no account whatsoever for 

the Bola lge House. 
 

17. Akande's Government was disturbed when Ogie Alakija 

Esq of L.'Dalberto and Lanre Oladeji Esq. of Tropics 

Consult Limited began to mount pressure for some cost 

variations on the Bola lge House. That Administration, 

therefore, insisted that, first of all, full accounts for 'Bill 

One' for Bola lge House should be submitted to it. 
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18.  After the elections, when handing-over notes were to 

be prepared  for the incoming  administration, the ac 

counts were needed very badly. Engineer lfe Akintunde 

of Profen Consultants Incorporated and Architect Dupe 

Omisore of OGC-EnConsult A & P, who were consult 

ants to the government on some other projects, were 

requested by Governor Akande to help prevail on the 

management of Tropics Consult Limited to produce the 

records for such accounts. The outgoing Secretary to 

the Government was also directed to constitute a com 

mittee of experts from amongst the members of Archy 

Konsult, the firms of consultants of Quantity Surveyors 

and Structural Engineers, to review the works and rec 

oncile the accounts. The Accounts were, however, not 

submitted to the outgoing Governor until the expiration 

of his term on 28th May, 2003. 
 

19.   Sometimes during the third week of November 2003, 

the Permanent Secretary, Bureau of General Services 

in the Office of the Governor (Mr. Olatoye) met the former 

Governor in his house at lbadan to plead with him 

(Akande) to assist in appealing to Mr. Lanre Oladeji of 

the Tropics Consult Limited to co-operate with the new 

government on the matter. Olatoye told Akande that "po 

litical solution" was being suggested by the new gov 

ernment. Chief Bisi Akande made it clear to Mr. Olatoye 

that he had no such close relationship  with Mr. Lanre 

Oladeji and, therefore, could not agree to talk privately 

to him outside the official arrangements which he could 

no longer be a party to, having left office. 



 

 

 

20.  Akande wondered what could constitute political solution? 
Mr. Olatoye,  at that stage, disclosed that he advised Mr. 
Lanre Oladeji to co-operate with the new Secretary to the 
Government (who was the Chairman of the Committee set 
up by the new government on the mat ter) even before the 
Committee was set-up, before the Committee had time to 
deliberate on the matter, and before the Committee would 
produce any report, but that Mr. Lanre Oladeji was being 
"recalcitrant" on the matter. 

 

21.  Mr. Ayo Afolabi, a former Executive Assistant to Gover nor 
'Bisi Akande, was present during Mr. Olatoye's dis cussion 
with Chief Bisi Akande. He claimed to know Mr. Lanre 
Oladeji closely and assured Mr. Olatoye that he (Afolabi) 
would discuss the matter with Mr. Oladejr. After meeting Mr. 
Oladeji, Mr. Ayo Afolabi reported back to Chief Bisi 
Akande that, according to Mr. Oladeji, po litical solution 
was another name for bribery and cor ruption. Chief Bisi 
Akande strongly warned Ayo Afolabi to distance himself 
from such a venture. 

 

The Treachery 
 

22.  Soon after, rumours started to circulate that PDP lead 

ers in Osun State were mounting pressure on Mr. Lanre 

Oladeji to admit that he drew part of the funds and to 

implicate Chief 'Bisi Akande in order to smear his repu 

tation. They alleged that Mr. Oladeji was not a regis 

tered Architect and threatened him with imprisonment 
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if he did not co-operate. They, however promised him 

more contracts if he co-operated with them in their 

design to get at Akande. 
 

23.      We learnt that Mr. Lanre Oladeji subsequently met his 

lawyers in lbadan for advice and confessed that he 

had "conscience problem" because he had no deal 

ings whatsoever with BisiAkande on such matters. 
 

24.  Coincidentally, on 11th January  2004,  when Mrs. 

Akande (the wife of the former Governor) was cel 

ebrating her birthday, some guests, who included Gen 

eral Alani Akinrinade, Ayo Afolabi. Tokunbo Ajasin, 

Kunle Famoriyo, Engineer lfe Akintunde, and Lanre 

Oladeji, Esq, were with Chief BisiAkande in his sitting 

room. Chief 'Bisi Akande, who claimed not to have 

seen Mr. Lanre Oladeji for a long time, used the op 

portunity to table the story of the lmprest Accounts on 

the Bola lge House as stated above. 
 

25. Mr. Lanre Oladeji, in answer to questions from the peo 

ple present, emphasized that nobody in his consulting 

firm had any direct access to Governor Bisi Akande 

during the course of their assignment with Osun State 

and, therefore, it was untenable to say that he had any 

underhand financial dealings with Akande on the Bola 

lge House or any other project in the state. 
 

26. On  Monday,  23rd   February 2004 ,   Governor 

Olagunsoye Oyinlola of Osun State telephoned to in 

form Chief Bisi Akande that the same Lanre Oladeji 
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was then in his office and "had confessed" that he 

had contributed eighty-five million naira (N85m) to 

wards Chief Akande's re-election as governor of Osun 

State in 2003. Chief Akande strongly dismissed the 

allegation and advised Governor Oyinlola to handle 

the matter as he might deem appropriate. 
 

27. We also learnt that, after five days of interrogation in 

Police custody, Oladeji refused to implicate Akande 

directly. However, he allegedly agreed to implicate 

Chief Lere Adebayo and Chief Sola Akinwumi in the 

hope that Akande would, in turn, become implicated 

by the two men. 
 

The Police Action 
 

28.  On Monday March 1, 2004, the investigating Assistant 

Police Commissioner, Mr. Obiakor, met Chief Bisi 

Akande in his lbadan home and informed him that 

Oladeji had implicated Chief Lere Adebayo and Chief 

Sola Akinwumi in the N85 million kick-back. Obiakor 

wanted Akande to explain why, in a file note, he 

(Akande) had described an incident as "messy" about 

Bola lge House project, shortly before he vacated the 

seat of Governor of Osun State. 
 

29.  In response, Akande told the police officer that in 

stead for an account to be submitted for the 'Bola lge 

House', pressure was mounted on government by the 

contractors and the consultants for variations on the 

project cost. In spite of his repeated demands, three 
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weeks to the expiration of the tenure of his administra 

tion, Akande said that he became uncomfortable  that 

the report and the accounts  of the project  had not 

been submitted  to enable  him finalise his handing 

over reports on the project. Instead, the story reach 

ing him was that the construction engineers and the 

quantity surveyors seemed to have disagreed with the 

architects and that the records were in a muddle. The 

matter also appeared 'messy' to him because the con 

tractor insisted on his variation claims on construction 

cost for additional jobs based on consultants' prescrip 

tions which were made without prior consent of gov 

ernment.  It was so 'messy' that he (Akande) had to 

insist on having a full account and he personally sought 

the support of the other consultants, including those 

on other government projects in the state to prevail on 

and assist Tropics Consult Limited to sort out the 'mess'. 
 

30.     If there were complaints that there were variations on 

Bola lge House, no variation received Chief Akande's 

approval as the Governor of Osun State. Some varia 

tions might have been arranged by the consultants 

without his government's authority. When it came to 

Chief Akande's attention after the 2003 elections, since 

contract variations were against the policy of his gov 

ernment, he did not pay one kobo on the misadven 

ture. The contract price was N883.7 million.  He au 

thorized payment for N862.3 million. He had made a 

saving of over N20 million on the project when it was 

completed and commissioned in 2003. 
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31.      For reasons of pressure from the contractors, the con 

sultants and the officials, Chief Akande approved ad 

ditional certificated claims for N114.5million but did 

not pay because there was no proper account. Ac 

counts or no accounts, muddle  or no muddle, since 

variation payment is a tool of corruption in the hands 

of most governments in Nigeria, it is Governor Oyinlola 

who went ahead to pay about N230 million variations 

demanded on the 'Bola lge House' by the same Con 

tractors and Consultants instead of the N114.5million 

approved by Akande. 
 

32.   Even though former Governor Akande had to approve 

part of the contractor's claims for variations, it be 

came necessary that payment should be deferred for 

the consideration of the incoming government to de 

termine the actual cost. He did so because he strongly 

believed that the outstanding issue of the account ought 

to be sorted out before variation in cost would be de 

termined. 
 

33.   The account of the 'Bola lge House' was neither ready 

nor placed before Chief Akande up to the time he 

vacated the office of Governor in May 2003. There 

fore, he could not have been aware of any misappro 

priation of funds on the project (if any such misappro 

priation existed). Chief Akande made a statement to 

this effect on 9th March, 2004. (See pages 35 to 38). 
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34. On Tuesday, 4th May 2004, Governor Oyinlola met 

Chiefs Lere Adebayo and Sola Akinwumi together with 

Mr. Lanre Oladeji and a National Bank staff at Osogbo 

Police Special Investigation Bureau (SIB) where 

Oyinlola ceaselessly tried to persuade them to accept 

receiving the funds for the 2003 elections. 
 

35. On Saturday, 8th May 2004, Governor Oyinlola, with 

his Commissioner for Finance, visited Chief Akande 

in lbadan and met Lawyer Tunji Abolade with him. 

The matter of this alleged fraud was discussed at 

length. Chief Akande tabled twelve-point procedure 

on the project to enable Governor Oyinlola 

appreciate how difficult it could be for any political 

office holder to commit fraud in the financing of the 

project. 
 

The Press war 
 

36. On Wednesday, June 30, 2004, the Nigerian Trib 

une published an innuendo, which suggested that 

an Ex-Governor was involved in a N180million fraud. 

There is a similarity in the recent newspaper kite 

flown by the same source, also in the Nigerian 

Tribune, for the  possible implication of Akande  

in Odunayo Olagbaju's murder case about which 

Akande himself had last year (2003) requested the 

Inspector General of Police for necessary 

investigations. 
 

37. After that Tribune publication, on Monday July 5, 2004 

-four months after Chief Akande had made a state 

ment to the Police, (9th March to 5th July) he was 
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declared wanted by the same Police at Osogbo and 

was asked to submit himself for an arrest. That situa 

tion prompted Chief Akande to write the first open let- 

ter dated 5th July, 2004 to the Governor. The second 

letter was in response to Governor Oyinlola's World 

Press Conference. (See pages 31 to 34; 83 to 87) 
 

38.   Governor Akande's administration did not award con 

tract for the supply of furniture,  fixtures and fittings 

like Television etc. for Bola lge House separately as 

alleged by Governor Oyinlola. Such things must have 

been included in the overall contract as part of the 

original contract sum. If the prices of such  items an3 

inflated, as stated by Governor Oyinlola to his 'World 

Press' (See pages 65 to 76) he should ask the con 

tractors and the consultants to explain how arid why, 

as Chief Akande insisted only Oyinlola's administra 

tion can explain that. 
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          Searching for Faults* 
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*Later Observations in the episode recorded by 

Chief Akande 

 
 
 

1  On Saturday, 17th July, 2004, Dr. (Chief) Adigun led 

a delegation  of Osun Development Group to Chief 

Akande in lbadan  in an attempt  to intervene in the 

dispute. After listening to what Governor Oyinlola might 

have told them, Chief Akande, in his reaction submit 

ted a written statement to the group to enable them 

appreciate that Governor Oyinlola was merely witch 

hunting him but agreed to co-operate with the Group 

for a settlement. 
 

2.  On Monday 23rd August,  2004, Governor  Oyinlola 

called Chief Akande to request for a meeting with a 

view to discuss further on the Bola lge House. Chief 

Akande told him the matter was already beyond any 

secret meetings between the two of them. The Gover 

nor proposed a meeting under the auspices of the 

Osun Development Group. 
 

3.       In several press publications, on Thursday, 30th Sep 

tember, 2004 Osun State Police hinted that the case 

file was being prepared  for court trial via the Osun 

tate Director of Public Prosecution  and the ICPC 

with a view to play politics and to undermine Akande's 

re-election (29/9/2004) as the National Chairman of 

the Alliance for Democracy. 
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4.       A delegation of the Osun Development Group consist 

ing of Dr. (Chief) Adigun, Professor Olu Aina and Gen 

eral Akinrinade met Chief Akande again on the issue 

on Monday 4th October 2004. Chief Akande referred 

them to the publications of the Osun Police of 30th 

September and declined to attend any further meeting 

with Governor Oyinlola on the matter. 
 

5.     Apparently realising that Osun Development Group 

had seen through his antics to implicate Chief Akande 

in a fraud case, Governor Oyinlola then sought the 

intervention of the Obas and Chiefs in Osun State. 

Chief Akande, through Messrs. Moshood  Adeoti and 

Wale Afolabi (Osun State Chairman  and Secretary 

respectively of the Alliance for Democracy), was sum 

moned to attend a meeting of the Obas and Chiefs at 

Ooni of lfe's palace on a day during the 3rd week of 

October, 2004. Chief Akande had no reason to attend 

any such meetings. (See page 25) 
 

6.       Chief Akande first met and knew Governor Oyinlola as 

a friend of Otunba lyiola Omisore, the impeached 

former Deputy Governor of Osun State, who was on 

trial in connection with the murder of Chief Bola lge, 

erstwhile Minister of Justice and Attorney-General of 

the Federation. 
 

7.       Governor Oyinlola appeared to be spending much of 

his time searching for faults in a desperate attempt to 
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ensnare, and possibly to facilitate Akande's imprison 

ment in revenge for what he perceived to be his hands 

in Omisore's predicament. Three incidents best illus 

trate Oyinlola's desperate search for something, at all 

cost, to deal with Chief Akande and cause him great 

harm. 
 

8.       As soon as he became the Governor of Osun State, 

Oyinlola accused Akande's administration of dishon 

estly appropriating money meant for two water rigs. 

He was however rebuffed and his propaganda de 

flated by Mr. Bisi Alamu, the former Commissioner for 

Water Resources. 
 

Oyinlola thereafter travelled to the manufacturers, twice 

in England, where he renegotiated for additional price 

before he became convinced that the Akande admin 

istration purchased two water rigs for N54 million in 

stead of the only one that UNICEF could have sold to 

Osun State for N63 million. He thereafter expressed 

regret to the people of Osun State for that false propa 

ganda. 
 

9.      On assumption of office as Governor of Osun State, 

Oyinlola was reported to have imputed, according to 

Chief Ade Ojo of Elizade, that Akande had some un 

der-hand dealings  in the way the shares  of Oodua 

Investment Company in the National Bank were dis 

tributed in Osun State. That imputation, to put it mildly, 

was unfortunate and capable of embarrassing Chief 
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Akande, considering the patriotic zeal with which his 

administration pursued the sale of National Bank's 

shares to Osun indigenes for the benefit of the state. 

Chief Akande confronted Governor Oyinlola for expla 

nation at the meeting of 8th May, 2004. He denied 

ever making such imputation but agreed having dis 

cussed, at length, with Chief Ade Ojo. 
 

10.      If there had been crisis in Osun State by 4th Decem 

ber, 2001 it is reasonable to suggest that Akande would 

not have travelled to Mecca on pilgrimage. The crisis, 

which was engineered from lfe Palace, as had been 

reported to the Inspector General of Police, began in 

Osun State House of Assembly on Monday 5th De 

cember, 2001. It snowballed into the death of Olagbaju 

(19/12/2001) and the eventual assassination of Bola 

lge (23/12/2001). All these happened while Chief 

Akande was away on pilgrimage. Arrests were made 

and investigations were carried out by the Police. On 

the advice of the Director of Public Prosecution, (DPP) 

information was filed with the High Court of Osun State 

for necessary trial of four suspects for Olagbaju's 

murder. On assumption of office, Governor Oyinlola 

ordered more arrests of some A.D. supporters and 

leaders in lfe, particularly the former A.D. Chairman 

of lfe Central Local Government and the A.D former 

member of Osun State House of Assembly from lfe 

East, for fresh Police investigation. 
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11.  Chief  Bisi Akande  called  the attention  of General 

Akinrinade to this new antics but Akinrinade informed I 

Akande that he had discussed the impropriety of the 

actions with Governor Oyinlola but that he remained 

unyielding. Akande believes that Oyinlola's intention 

was to find many people to coax, persuade and torture 

from among whom to find one to implicate Akande. 

The Nigerian Tribune was used to fly a kite that 

Akande sent people to kill Olagbaju in consequence 

of which Chief Afe Babalola (SAN) advised Akande to 

send a letter to the Inspector General of Police for 

necessary investigation and action. Even when they 

knew that the man did nothing wrong, as Governor of 

the State, Governor Oyinlola and his collaborators were 

determined  to employ all devices  to damage Chief 

Akande's integrity and to get him locked up, even for i 

a season. 
 

12.     On this 'Bola lge House' project again, having discov 

ered on records that certain professional experts, with 

out reference to, nor approval by Chief Akande as the 

Governor; 
 

(i)    created the extra Tropics- Bill- One Account 

through which funds were released; 
 

(ii)  disbursed funds so released in suspicious cir 

cumstances; 
 

(iii)     encouraged and perhaps carried out variations 

on the project against the official policy of 

Akande's administration; 



 

 

and having decided himself to authorize payment of about 

N230million, far in excess of the additional certified claims of 

N114.5million recommended by Akande, Governor Oyinlola 

tried to use the Police and some intimidated and "purchased" 

witnesses to target Chief Akande for a trial on the alleged 

frauds. 
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Planted Story 
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NIGERIAN TRIBUNE Wednesday 30 June, 2004 

Ex-gov in N180m fraud 
 

By Tayo Babarinde 
 

 
 

A supposed consultant and an ex-governor of one of the 

states in the South - west confronted each other at a State 

Investigation Bureau recently over a N180 million fraud. The 

serving governor of the said state was at hand to witness the 

incident. 
 

Nigerian Tribune was reliably informed that the incum 

bent governor, who uncovered the fraud, was magnanimous 

enough to invite his predecessor to discuss the discovery for 

which the ex-governor could not offer any convincing expla 

nation. The serving governor decided not to make noise about 

the matter, but insisted on documenting the fraud. 
 

The governor was said to have discovered a N180 mil 

lion payment to a supposed consultant for a contract. 
 

The payment was not integrated into the main body of 

the contract and the governor and his men were said to have 

suspected foul play, leading to an invitation to the said ex 

governor. 
 

When confronted, the ex-governor, known for his acidic 

criticisms of President Olusegun Obasanjo, claimed that there 

was no theft and that the amount was legitimately paid to the 

consultant. 



 

 

He was, however, unable to explain why separate Con 

sultancy fees had to be paid when the contract papers on 

the said project reflected nothing of such commitment and 

why no credible documentation existed to prove the legality 

of the payment. 
 

The ex-governor was also informed that the said con 

sultant was at hand and that he had confessed to the alleged 

fraudulent deal. 
 

Nigerian Tribune was told that when the ex-governor 

persisted in his denial, a meeting was arranged between the 

consultant and the former governor at the State Investigation 

Bureau (SIB) where both were requested to write statements 

by the police authorities. 
 

The event witnessed by the incumbent governor of the 

state was said to have led to hot verbal exchanges between 

the former governor and the consultant, leading to further 

revelations on what the money was used. 
 

The consultant was reported to have confessed that 

the money was paid in two installments but that as each 

installment was paid, the ex-governor allegedly directed his 

aides to collect it. 
 

Nigerian Tribune was told that the consultant con 

fessed that the money was collected from him to fund the re 

election campaign of the former governor, presenting evi 

dence of the transfer from him to the governor and his asso 

ciates. 
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While the investigation was going on, the incumbent 

governor was reported to have warned his aides and com 

missioners never to make any public pronouncement on the 

matter. 
 

He was also said to have resolved not to press charges 

against the ex-governor, a decision said to have surprised 

he former governor. 
 

Nigerian Tribune can authoritatively report that the 

matter has become an open secret within the said state, 

even though the matter has been swept under the carpet for 

political expediency to the chagrin of the state police com 

mand which was said to have compiled a case file on the 

fraud. 
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THE COMET Tuesday, July 6, 2004 
 

Akande to Oyinlola: You're behind 

the orchestrated attempt to tarnish  
my reputation. 

Text of a letter sent by former Governor of Osun State Chief 
Bisi Akande to Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola on July 5, 2005 
 

 

Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlela  

Executive Governor of Osun State, 

Office of the Governor, 

Osogbo. 
 
 

Your Excellency, 
 
 

Re: Bola lge House Project and Alleged Fraud in Osun State. 
 

I consider it appropriate at this juncture to formally docut 

ment, for prosperity, what had transpired between you and 

me on the above subject matter, especially in view of recent 

developments thereon. 
 

I want to believe that you are not unaware that the Police 

Authorities in Osun State invited me a few days ago to show 

up in their station for interrogation on the issue. This 'invita 

tion' is coming so soon after the lead story of Nigerian Trib 

une of Wednesday, 30th June, 2003 titled "Ex-gov in N180m 
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fraud" has confirmed my belief that while the hand may be 

that of Esau, the voice is that of Jacob.  In essence, I can 

safely conclude that you are behind all these recent orches 

trated attempts to tarnish my reputation and bring me to ridi 

cule simply to portray me in bad light to the public. 
 

It will be recalled that on Monday, 23rd February, 2004, 

you telephoned to inform me that one Lanre Oladeji was in 

your office to "confess" that he contributed eighty-five mil 

lion naira (N85m) towards my re-election as Governor in the 

April election of 2003. While I strongly denied the allegation, I 

warned you to desist from giving access to dubious char 

acters, who wish to malign my integrity. I then advised you to 

handle the matter, as you might deem appropriate. 
 

Soon after, the Police asked me to make a statement.  I 

attach herewith a typed copy of my statement to the Police*. 

Since then, I understand that Chief Lere Adebayo, the former 

Commissioner for Finance, and Engr. Sola Akinwumi, Sec 

retary to the State Government while I was the Governor, 

were being interrogated and harassed by the Police. They 

and some others, among whom are the erstwhile Permanent 

Secretary, General Services, Mr. Francis Olatoye and Mr. 

Lanre Oladeji were also made to write statements to the Po 

lice. Above this, I am aware that these people and yourself, 

as Governor of Osun State, later assembled at the Police 

station to discuss the issue. It is instructive that none of these 

manipulation and arm twisting could produce any useful evi 

dence to make Chief lere Adebayo and Engr. Sola Akinwumi 

liable.  

 

                                       *See pages 35 to 38 
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Since then, we have discussed and I have had the oppor 
tunity of explaining to you and your Commissioner for Fi 
nance the procedures adopted in the financing of the project 
which makes it difficult, if not impossible, for any political 
office holder to commit fraud with our system of project fi 
nancing. 
 

I note, with special interest, that the publication in the 

Nigeria Tribune stated that the ex-governor in question "is 

known for his acidic criticisms of President Olusegun 

Obasanjo". With this and subsequent developments, I am 

now convinced, beyond reasonable doubt, that some people 

are determined to bring me into disrepute in the public eye. 
 

May I recall that in my address at the commissioning of 

"Bola lge House" on 24th March, 2003, it is true that I made 

an allusion to the profligacy of the PDP-controlled Federal 

Government when I stated, inter-alia, that the highlight of the 

PDP-Controlled Federal Government's Universal Basic Edu 

cation Programme was the award of contract for the con 

struction of a 3-classroom block for N4.6 million which worked 

out at N1,534,000 per classroom. At that time, my govern 

ment was building a primary school classroom on the terms 

of the Federal Government at N520,000. 

In the same manner, the secretariat complex which my 

administration built can be said to be equal to about 6000 

standard classrooms which, at the rate of N1,534,000 which 

the Federal Government spent on a classroom, would have 

cost N10 billion. Yet we built it for less than N3 billion. 
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   It can now be safely assumed that the powers in Abuja 

were piqued by this revelation and have since been looking 

for any possible way to malign me. 

My administration successfully executed and completed 

over 500 projects* among which 'Bola lge House' was one. 

None was abandoned. It will therefore amuse any discerning 

mind that this Bola lge House project is now being put into 

controversy with a view to ridicule the memory of the slain 

Attorney General of the Federation of Nigeria. 

An independent valuer would put the true cost of 'Bola lge 

House', which I built for less than one billion naira, at about 

three billion naira. If my administration had intended to de 

fraud the state on the project, what stopped us from award 

ing the contract for two billion naira and appropriate one 

billion naira to our private purse as presently being done 

instead of colluding with the Consultants to steal only eighty 

five million naira. 

I wish to conclude, Your Excellency that your disposition 

to this matter has tended to deliberately drag the office of 

Governor into the mud, whereas, it is certain that you will 

also become a 'former Governor' someday. 

 

 
Yours sincerely, 

Chief 'Bisi Akande 
former Governor of Osun State. 

                                            
 
 
                                                   *Actually - not less than 2000 projects 
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Chief Bisi Akande's Statement to the 
Police 

Dated 9th March, 2004. 
 
 
 

During the four-year tenure of my administration as the 

Governor of Osun State, two major policies were to govern 

the award of contracts: 
 

1.   No advance payments for mobilization or any 

other pretensions that might facilitate corruption 

or 'kick-backs' were encouraged. 
 

2.  No variation of costs would be supported on any 

'project. 
 

We also determined not to abandon any project un 

completed. 
 

In practice, I was to learn that, in most building projects, 

while the contractor submitted the tender for the cost of con 

struction works, the consultants would calculate the estimates 

for the Provisional Cost (PC) items which included the cost 

of electrical and mechanical works and, at the same time, 

would calculate another estimate for the preliminaries and 

unforeseen exigencies. 
 

In the case of the secretariat complexes, including the 

governor's office known and called 'Bola lge House', the 

advice to me, as the governor, was to approve an imprest 

account (otherwise called 'Bill One Account') for the funding 
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of the preliminaries and unforeseen exigencies. The man 
agement and disbursement of this account were to be delib 
erated upon, as often as possible, by a site committee of all 
the consultants, the contractors, representatives of the Min 
istries of Works and Finance and of the Governor's office. 
The Permanent Secretary for General Services in the office of 
the Governor, who is expected to be an expert in public 
finance administration, was to be the Accounting Officer. 
 

It was made clear that the process would not increase the 

contract sum that was already decided by the State Tenders 

Board and approved by the State Executive Council. In such a 

circumstance, it looks improbable to me that anybody could 

misappropriate the funds in any such imprest account. For 

this purpose, I was informed that an account titled "Archy 

Konsult Project Account" was established. 
 

The eleven ministerial complexes were (reported) com 

pleted and commissioned in January 2003 and the 'Bola lge 

House' was commissioned in March of the same year. Archy 

Konsult did a clean account for each of the eleven ministe 

rial complexes but instead for an account to be submitted for 

the "Bola lge House", pressure was being mounted on gov 

ernment by the contractors and the consultants for varia 

tions on the cost. lnspite of my repeated demands,  three 

weeks to the expiration of the tenure of my administration, I 

became uncomfortable that the reports and the accounts of 

the project had not been submitted to enable me tidy up my 

handing-over reports on the project. Rather, the messy story 

reaching me was that the construction engineers and the 
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quantity surveyors seemed to be at variance with the archi 
tects and that all the records were in a muddle. The whole 
episode again appeared messy to me because the contractor 
insisted on his variation claims on construction cost for 
additional jobs based on consultants' prescriptions without 
prior consent of government. It was messy indeed that I had to 
insist on having full reports and accounts and personally 
sought the support of the other consultants, including those on 
the other government projects in the State, particularly 
Architect Dupe Omisore and Engineer lfe Akintunde, to prevail 
on and assist Tropics Consult Limited to sort out the mess.  

 

Even though I approved the contractor's claims to cover 

the original mess (i.e. the unauthorised variation) payment 

thereto were deferred for the further consideration of the 

incoming government. I did so because the issue of account 

was necessary before variation in cost would be finalised. I 

can confidently say that the reports and the account of the 

'Bola lge House' were not ready nor placed before me up to 

the time I vacated the office of governor in May 2003, and 

therefore, I was not aware of any misappropriation of funds 

on the project or any other projects initiated and executed by 

Osun State Government during my tenure of office. 
 

On Monday, 23rd February 2004, Governor Olagunsoye 

Oyinlola of Osun State telephoned to inform me that one Lanre 

Oladeji was in his office 'to confess' that he contributed eighty 

five million naira (N85m) towards my re-election as Governor 

in the  last April  election.  I wondered if someone was 
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mischievously arm-twisting somebody to blackmail me and 

urged Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola to desist from giving 

access to dubious characters to malign other people's integ 

rity in his office. I strongly denied the allegation. Therefore 

any imputation  by anybody  or authority  that I might be di 

rectly or remotely connected  with or involved in any act of 

misappropriating of any fund in Osun State is hereby cat 

egorically denied. 
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Warrant of Arrest 
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NIGERIAN TRIBUNE              Tuesday  6 July, 2004 
 
 
 

Police issue arrest warrant* on Ex-gov 

Akande Over 126m fraud  
1
 

 
From Adeolu Adeyemo and Wale Sadeeq 

 
 
 
 

Former Governor of Osun State, Chief Bisi Akande, has been 

declared wanted by the police over a N126 million alleged 

fraud. 
 

The warrant of arrest, issued on 2
nd

 July, 2004 was signed 

by a chief magistrate in Osogbo. 
 

According to the warrant of arrest, Chief Akande was ac 

cused of conspiring with three others, when they were in 

power "to defraud the Osun State government of N126 mil 

lion." 
 

The Assistant Commissioner of Police in charge of criminal 

investigation in the state, Mr. Emmanuel Obiakor, confirmed 

to newsmen on Monday that his men has been on the trail of 

Chief Akande since 2
nd

 July, "but he is on the run." 
 

Police sources confirmed to the Nigeria Tribune that the 

scam was perpetrated under the guise of procuring acces 

sories for the "Bola lge House" built by Chief Akande. 

 
*No Warrant was ever issued • See Page 52 
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It was further gathered that the amount was allegedly paid to 

one Lanre Oladeji ,  a consultant to the project who is being 

treated as the prime suspect in the scam. 
 

He is said to have made confessional statements to the po 

lice to the effect that the money  was used to finance the 

2003 general elections in the state. 
 

The state governor, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola, was not 

available for his comments as he was said to have lost a 

brother and was at his country home, Okuku. 

Police sources added that Chief Akande, his SSG, Engr. 

Sola Akinwumi, his commissioner for finance, Chief Lere 

Adebayo and the consultant are expected to be charged to 

court today over the scam.  
 

Meanwhile, Chief Bisi Akande, on Monday, declared that he 

did not, in any way, defraud the state. Besides, Akande also 

denied ever collecting a sum of N85, million from a certain 

consultant contributed towards his re-election bid last year. 
 

The former governor, in a letter dated 5 July, 2004 and ad 

dressed to the state governor, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola, 

described the allegations as a calculated attempt to malign 

him. 
 

Akande, in the letter titled " Re: Bola lge House project and 

alleged fraud in Osun State", warned Oyinlola to desist from 

giving access to dubious characters who were out to malign 

his integrity. 
 

"My administration successfully executed and completed over 

500 projects among which 'Bola lge House' was one. None 



 

was abandoned. It will, therefore, amuse any discerning mind 

that this Bola lge House project is now being put into contro 

versy with a view to ridicule  the memory  of the slain Attor 

ney-General of the Federation of Nigeria", he stated. 
 

The former governor said an independent valuer would put 

the true cost of 'Bola lge House' which he built for less than 

N1 billion, at about N3 billion, adding, "if my administration 

had intended to defraud the-state on the project, what stopped 

us from awarding the contract for two billion naira and ap 

propriate one billion naira to our private purse as presently 

being done instead of colluding with the consultants to steal 

only 85 million naira. 
 

"In the same manner, the secretariat complex which my ad 

ministration built can be said to be equal to about 6,000 stand 

ard classrooms which, at the rate of N1,534,000 which the 

Federal Government spent on a classroom, would have cost 

N10 billion.  Yet, we built it for less than N3 billion. While 

noting that apart from being invited by the police to write a 

statement, Akande recalled the harassment in to which some 

of his commissioners were being subjected to in the hands 

of the police, stressing, "it is instructive  that none of these 

manipulations and arm twisting could produce any useful evi 

dence to make Chief Lere Adebayo and Engineer Sola 

Akinwumi, the then SSG, liable. 
 

"I wish to conclude, Your Excellency, that your disposition to 

this matter has tended to deliberately drag the office of the 

governor into the mud, whereas, it is certain that you will also 

become a 'former governor' someday", he stated. 
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THE PUNCH                   Wednesday, July 7, 2004 
 

I Won't Honour Police Invitation 

- Bisi Akande 
Dotun  Oladipo and Tunde Odesola 

 

 
Former Governor of Osun State, Chief Bisi Akande, has said 

that he will not honour the invitation by the police for further 

questioning on the allegations of fraudulent deals leveled 

against him. 
 

Akande spoke on Tuesday just as the police authorities in 

the state insisted that he must make himself available for 

questioning. 
 

Akande, in a telephone interview with our correspondent, 

said that if the police had any evidence to warrant his being 

probed for fraud, such evidence should be handed over to 

the Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Of 

fences Commission for investigation. 
 

He said, "I believe that if I am guilty of any offence, the best 

thing to do will be to send me to the ICPC for trial. "That is 

the ideal thing because that is the body charged with the 

responsibility of probing such allegations." 
 

The former governor, who is also the factional Leader of the 

Alliance for Democracy, alleged that the Peoples Democratic 

Party-led Osun State Government was only attempting to use 

the police to scare him. 
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He said that he had maintained regular communication with 

Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola on the issues raised by his 

government, adding that he had also made a statement to the 

police on the issue. 
 

He said, "The state government only wants to use the local 

police to bamboozle me. That is what I want to avoid and that 

is why I am shouting to the whole world to draw attention to 

what is happening in the state." Akande said he felt his initial 

statement to the police, which was taken in his house by the 

Osun State Commissioner of Police, Alhaji Audu Abubakar, 

was enough for the police to determine whether he should be 

prosecuted or not. 
 

Akande said he was "surprised when the police boss called 

me again last Friday saying that I must come to their office 

to explain certain things to them next Thursday (tomorrow). 
 

"I asked him why and he said it was because  of. certain 

things that I wrote in a file. "I said good, I will not come if it's 

over certain things that I wrote in a file. 
 

"I told him that the people of Osun State voted for me so that 

I can write things in the file and I have done that. 

"I asked him, is there somebody who has implicated me? 

"He said no and I said well, if they feel that what I had written 

isn't satisfactory, they should take me before the ICPC and 

not to bamboozle me. 
 

"The boy (Oyinlola) is just interested in having me bamboo 

zled by the local police here and I won't take that." 
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Akande said if he was going to be involved in a fraudulent 

deal over the Governor's Office project, it would not just be to 

the tune of N126 million that was alleged but would have been 

able to make up to N1 billion. 
 

He said the problem was that the present government was 

not willing to pay the contractors  that handled the project, 

adding, "If you are owing me and I don't want to pay, can 

you go and arrest a third party over that? 
 

"Let the government  pay those contractors  and leave me 

alone." 
 

The former governor also denied receiving N85 million from 

one Lanre Oladeji for his re-election campaign. 

He said that AD funded the campaign,  adding that it was a 

surprise that the said Oladeji reported the case directly to 

Oyinlola who called him on the issue. 
 

But police authorities in Osun State insisted on Wednesday 

that Akande had a case to answer, saying that the former 

governor would be arrested anywhere he was found. 
 

A top police source told our correspondent that Akande must 

make himself available to the police for questioning. 
 

The source said there were some pieces of evidence indi 

cating financial misappropriation in the execution of the Bola 

lge House project. 
 

Akande, according to the source, must honour the invitation 

by the Osun State Criminal Investigations Department to set 

the records straight. 
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The police officer explained that some of the former gov 

ernor's cabinet members had made "damning confes 
sional statements" on the issue. 

 
The source said, "when we confronted the governor, he 
accepted seeing the fraud but he denied approving it. 

 
"We would arrest him if we see him because he has 

questions to answer. We have got a warrant of arrest on 

him." 
 
The Osun State Government has, however, denied engineering the 
questioning of Akande by the police. 
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NIGERIA TRIBUNE        Wednesday 7, July  2004 

 

Police send team to arrest ex-gov 

Akande, others 
Adeolu Adeyemo, Osogbo 

 

 
 
 

A warrant of arrest issued on the former governor of Osun 

State, Chief Adebisi Akande, his administration's SSG, Engi 

neer Sola Akinwumi and his finance commissioner, Chief 

Lere Adebayo, may soon be actualised as the state police 

command said that a team of plain cloth security men  has 

been sent to arrest them. 
 

Informed police sources from the State Criminal Investiga 

tion Department,  which preferred  anonymity, disclosed  to 

journalists in Osogbo on Tuesday that the security men are 

from the investigation department and assured that soon, the 

men would be arrested for thorough investigation. 
 

The sources argued that the police authorities had earlier 

called on the people to provide clues on the alleged misap 

propriation of funds during their tenure and said that "some 

cooperated while some refused. 
 

"Some of  Akande's workers cooperated with the police while 

trying to put our record straight. When we confronted Akande, 

he accepted seeing the fraud but denied approving it. 
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"Anywhere we see them, they will be fished out and arrested. 

Nobody  is above the law of the land and the law must be 

followed to the letter", the sources added. 
 

A top police officer who spoke with the Nigerian Tribune stated 

that the houses of the mentioned people had been visited by 

the security men, saying, the men could not be seen but main 

tained that soon, they would be arrested for interrogation. 
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THE COMET              Tuesday, July 6, 2004 
 

Alleged N126m fraud: Bisi Akande 
declared wanted 

Ex-governor: I'm not on the run 
From Ayodele Bello, Osogbo 

 

 
 
 
 

FORMER Osun State Governor Bisi  Akande is wanted over 

an alleged N126 million scam said to have been uncovered 

by the Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola administration. 

The alleged fraud, it is claimed, occurred while Akande was 

in office. 

But Chief Akande denied last night that he was ever involved 

in any fraud. 

According to the warrant of arrest issued by the 

state magistrate's court, Akande was alleged to have 

conspired with his Secretary to the State Government 

(SSG), Chief Sola Akinwumi, Commissioner for Finance 

and Economic Planning, Chief Lere Adebayo and the 

Permanent Secretary (General Services), Mr. Olatoye, 

to commit the alleged crime. 

It was gathered that the money was part of the N1.5 billion 

meant for the construction and furnishing of the new gover 

nor's office christened "Bola lge House" by the former ad 

ministration in the state. 
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The money, it was learnt, was meant to bankroll the 2003 re 

election of Akande. 

The alleged fraud, according to sources, was blown open by 

a memo which the former Permanent  Secretary  (General 

Services) had written to Chief Akande through the SSG while 

the former administration was in office . 

The memo, it was learnt queried the release of =N=126 mil 

lion to the architect-consultant, Mr. Lanre Oladeji, without 

any visible project to show for it. 

Akande was said to have described the fraud as a "mess" 

but allegedly approved another =N=230 million* to cover up 

the original scam. 

The consultant reportedly told the police that the former SSG 

and the Finance Commissioner approached him that they 

needed the money to finance the 2003 election of Chief 

Akande. 

He was also said to have admitted that the money meant for 

the construction was not properly channelled. 

The Assistant Commissioner of Police in charge of crime, 

Mr. Emman uel Obiakor, confirmed the development. 

He added t hat the former governor along with the two other 

principal officers were to be arraigned yesterday at an 

Osogbo Magistrate's Court. 

Mr. Obiakor said that only the SSG and the commissioner for 

Finance reported to the police while Chief Akande has gone 

into "hiding". 

 
* Akande did not approve any N230 million in any file of Osun State  to cover up any scam. 

It is Oyinlola who approved and  paid the N230 million. 
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Chief Akande denied that he was hiding. He said: "I'm not on 

the run. I'm a public man and Nigerians know who Bisi Akande 

is and what I stand for. I stand for integrity, accountability 

and prudence. 
 

"I live in lbadan. The police and the governor know where I 

live. Even when I was not declared wanted, I made a state 

ment to them. Up till now, I have not seen a letter from the 

police inviting me or declaring me wanted. 
 

"I was in lla-Orangun on Saturday to attend a funeral and the 

police never declared me wanted. Why now? The governor 

must have felt jittery about my letter to preempt the effect of 

the letter. 
 

"He wants to insist on blackmailing me. I am around. If any 

body wants me, I'm not a criminal. I'm in my house in lbadan. 
 

"I challenge them to publish my crime and the evidence they 

have apart from blackmail. 
 

"I've published my statement to the police.  Let the police 

publish the evidence that implicated me for the benefit of all 

Nigerians.
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THIS DAY                       Wednesday, July 7, 2004 
 

N126m Scam: Osun NCP Warns 

Against Witch-hunting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Conscience Party (NCP), Osun State chapter, yes 

terday declared that the alleged N126 million scam levelled 

against the immediate-past Governor of the state, Chief Bisi 

Akande and three others should not be used by the police to 

witch-hunt anybody, calling for thorough investigations. 
 

Police in the state had on Monday issued a warrant of arrest 

on Akande over his non-appearance before  the police to 

clear himself on the alleged scam. 
 

Former Secretary to the State Government (SSG), Alhaji Sola 

Akinwumi and former commissioner for Finance, Chief Lere 

Adabayo and a consultant, Mr. Lanre Oladeji were also linked 

with the alleged scam in the award and implementation of the 

Bola lge House secretariat complex. 
 

But the Osun State NCP chairman, Mr. Waheed Lawai while 

reacting  to the development yesterday  told newsmen, in 

Osogbo that thorough investigation of the alleged scam by 

the police would enable them to determine the veracity of the 

allegation. 
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He said: "There is nobody that is above the law, every indi 

vidual that participated in the alleged scam should be brought 

to book." 
 

Lawai added: "by so doing, it would serve as a deterrent to 

other political office holders that may want to indulge in that 

kind of fraud in the future." 
 

The Chairman stressed "Apart from this, it would enable the 

public. office holders to know how to handle public funds". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

55 



 

 

 
 

THE GUARDIAN       Wednesday, July 7, 2004 

 
Afenifere scribe faults  moves  to try Akande 

By ldowu Ajanaku 
 
 
 
Worried over moves to try Osun State former governor Bisi 

Akande over alleged fraud, the Pan-Yoruba socio-political 

group, Afenifere has described the action as a political de 

sign meant to tarnish Akande's reputation. 
 

Akande was yesterday declared wanted by the police in con 

nection with alleged N126 million fraud in the N1.5 billion 

Osun State Governor's Office named after late Chief Bola 

lge. 
 

Speaking to the Guardian yesterday Afenifere's admistra 

tive secretary, Yinka Odumakin queried the timing of Akande's 

trial, saying the trial is coming a few days after the acquittal 

of lyiola Omisore. According to Odumakin, this shows that 

the Peoples Democratic Party {PDP) led administration was 

bent on tarnishing Akande's image politically. 
 

His words: "Everybody knows that Akande is an apostle of 

accountability, which he exhibited while in office. While in 

office, Akande ran an open door policy for anybody to see. 

So why is it taking Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola one year 

to bring up this allegation." 
 

He, however, said that Afenifere would wade into the matter 

after all the facts had been placed before the court. 
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To Odumakin, the trial is part of the plot to destroy Akande 

and the Alliance for Democracy (AD) in Osun State, adding 

that such a plot will fail. 
 

According to the party's Publicity Secretary, AD may react 

officially to the matter today. 
 

Also, the officer in charge of the State Criminal Investigation 

DepartmeQt (CID) in Ayetoro, Osogbo, Assistant Commis 

sioner of Police (ACP), Emmanuel Obiakor disclosed that 

manhunt for Akande continues as he was yet to report to the 

police. A magistrate court issued a warrant on Monday for 

his arrest. 
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THIS  DAY                             Thursday, July  8, 2004 
 

N126m Fraud: Allegation Against 

Akande Spurious -AD 
By Ndubuisi Ugah 

 
 

 
The Alliance for Democracy (AD) yesterday rose in defence 

of former governor of Osun State, Chief Bisi Akande, over 

allegation of involvement in N126 million fraud levelled against 

him by his successor, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola. The party 

said the allegation was targeted at smearing Akande's good 

name. 
 

The party has also urged Akande not to answer or respond 

to the police summons made illegally on the air-waves. 
 

AD in a statement issued yesterday by its National Director 

of Publicity, Research and Statistics, Prince Dayo Adeyeye, 

said "we are convinced beyond reasonable doubt (and any 

right thinking Nigerian should) that the allegations are spuri 

ous, unfounded, malicious and plainly mendacious". 
 

The party noted that the allegations were nothing "but a de 

liberate attempt to tarnish the good image of Bisi Akande 

who is perhaps the most prudent, honest and efficient ad 

ministrator at any level of government in the present demo 

cratic dispensation". 
 

The party said it viewed the roles being played by the police 
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in allowing itself to be used contrary to its constitutional obli 

gations as unfortunate.  It added that the police, which is 

supposed to be the impartial enforcer of the law, has allowed 

the government in power to reduce it (police) to an instru 

ment of political intimidation and blackmail on political oppo 

nents in the country. 
 

"The police are not a law unto themselves. As law enforcers, 

they should follow the normal process and procedures. Until 

they are ready to respect their own rules, Akande should 

simply ignore them." 
 

"The police was blatantly used to rig last year's general elec 

tions. 
 

Now in the post-election period, they are being used to in 

timidate, silence and crush known critics and opponents o f  

the government. Akande is the latest victim. It is laughable 

that while Akande was being applauded with a standing ova 

tion at Wole Soyinka's birthday lecture in Lagos, the jokers 

(in the name of Nigerian Police) in Osun were on the state 

radio saying that he was on the run", the statement stated. 
 

According to the party, it was understandable why Oyinlola 

felt intimidated by Akande's record of prudence, honesty, 

integrity and unparalleled achievements bearing in mind · 

that he (Oyinlola) has assumed office with a tag of "do 

nothing governor" in reference to his generally acknowl 

edged dismal performance as military administrator in 

Lagos State." 
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"For the PDP and President Obasanjo, Akande's  "sin" is in 

what they have called "his acidic criticisms" of the President, 

but they have picked the wrong target for the wrong reasons. 

It is on record that President Obasanjo  (perhaps relying on 

intelligence reports from his agencies) declared Akande as 

the most honest and efficient governor in the country. Even 

after the ex-governor was rigged out by the PDP during last 

year's elections; the President lamented the outcome. This 

is on record.  Are the macambre dancers  in Osogbo  and 

Abuja now trying to re-write history?" the party stated. 
 

Also, the AD urged the Inspector General of Police, Mr. Ta"fa 

Balogun to call officers and men of the force to order espe 

cially that of the Osun State command. 
 

An Osogbo Chief Magistrate had on July 2 issued a war 

rant of arrest to the police to produce  Akande,  for his 

alleged role in the defrauding of the government to the 

tune of N126 million while in office. 
 

According to the warrant, the former governor was alleged to 

have conspired with three others to defraud the state govern 

ment of the money from the implementation of the Bola lge 

House/Secretariat Complex.                                           
 

Akande, however, said the allegation was a plot masterminded 

by his successor, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola, to tarnish his 

reputation. 
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THE COMET    Friday July 9, 2004 

 

Editorial 

Bisi Akande's travail 

 
 

The unfolding drama in Osun State has been rightly described as 

the "theatre of the absurd" and it is re-opening a strange 

chapter in the annals of governorship succession. The po 

lice on Monday declared former Osun State Governor, Chief 

Bisi Akande, wanted following a warrant of arrest issued by 

State's magistrate's court against him on allegation of N126 

milli9n unexplained sum by the governor and his aides while in 

office. 
 

Chief Akande, in conjunction with the former Finance Com 

missioner, Chief Lere Adebayo, the Secretary to the State 

Government, Chief Sola Akinwumi and the Permanent Sec 

retary (General Service), Mr. Olatoye, is alleged to have im 

properly taken N126 million of public funds from the N1.5 

billion meant for the construction of the new Governor's Of 

fice in Osogbo. 
 

The declaration of Akande wanted raises s o m e  pertinent 

issues. The first is due process. Why would a person of the 

right standing in the society who had opened correspond-

ence with the police previously in the same matter be 

declared wanted like a common criminal? Chief Akande has 

his permanent residence in lbadan which is known to the 

police, yet the police did not make any effort to contact him. 



 

 

Yet he is the immediate past governor of Osun State with a 

testimony from all and sundry on his integrity, honesty and 

dedication to duty. A person who has not been 

formally invited by the Police upon declining the 

invitation cannot be declared wanted. This is an 

abuse of police powers and for which the state police 

command should be severely reprimanded. Besides, 

there ought to be some decency in the way matters of this 

nature concerning a former governor are handled. 
 

As far as protocol is concerned, Chief Akande is the No 3 

citizen,  in Osun State. Have all our standards  gone to the  ·, 

dogs? What decency and propriety call for is for the police 

to conduct their interrogation quietly first and in Chief Akande's 

home until water-tight cases are established against him. 
 

Secondly, a charge of corruption against Chief 

Akande does not lend itself to easy credibility. His 

administration was adjudged to be among the· best in 

the 1999-2003 term. He was reputed to have made 

accountability and prudence central to 

government in a way no other administration did in 

his time. He executed and completed over 500 

projects, including the construction of a new State 

Secretariat and Governor's Office, without taking any 

Joan and all his projects cost less. than half the same 

projects undertaken by the Federal Government. 

Against this run of good governance· and integrity, 

the charge of corruption is indeed puzzling.  

 

This brings up the politics of the matter, Chief Akande  
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believes he was robbed of the 2003 election but has been 

very mature and large-hearted about it. The fear is that he 

still has a substantial following which can put him in a good 

stead to control the politics of the state. Can this be an at 

tempt to politically emasculate him? Osun State Governor, 

Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola, should stop this shenanigan ema 

nating from his office. He should not re-enact the preceden1 

of persecuting predecessors and political opponents which 

w re a feature  of the First Republic. We cannot  afford to 

begin a journey of descent alo11g the road not taken again 

this early. Oyinlola is yet to justify the mandate given to him 

only a year ago to move the State forward from where Akande 

left it. A preoccupation with Akande is diversionary in a state 

where there is a lot to do. If there is any case against Akande, 

it should be taken to the ICPC and the court of public opin 

ion. His image and name should  not be tarnished through 

primitive political partisanship. 
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Politicking? 
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THE COMET Friday, July 9, 2004 

 

The case against Akande, by Oyinlola  
An address delivered by His Excellency, the Governor of Osun State, 

Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola on recovery of lost funds on the 

construction of Bola lge House, at a press  conference held in Osogbo 

yesterday. 

 
 

Gentlemen of the Press, in my broadcast to the good people 

of Osun State on the of 26thJune 2003, I promised  not to 

invite the attention of the citizenry to the conduct of affairs of 

Government by my predecessor  except if it becomes com 

pelling to do so in public interest. Our decision to put the past 

behind us was informed by our desire to avoid unnecessary 

bickering and controversies which from experience, usually 

divert the attention of serious-minded and committed people 

away from the intricate art of governance and service to the 

citizenry. 
 

In my broadcast, I intimated the people of Osun state with 

the position of things and the fact that I was not afforded the 

opportunity of meeting with my predecessor, Chief Bisi Akande 

before assumption of office on May 29, 2003.  I sincerely 

believed such briefings and meetings would have afforded 

us the opportunity of throwing light on any grey areas in the 

handing over notes. 
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Be that as it may, we set out by extending our hands of 
fellowship to all stakeholders in this state, including our op 
ponents, as well as our friends and well-wishers within and 
outside the country. We embarked on wide consultations with 
various segments of the society in an attempt to promote the 
spirit of cordiality and friendliness in the then prevailing at 
mosphere bedevilled by mistrust, tension and apprehension. 
 

From all intents and purposes, Chief B!si Akande's  utter 

ances, behaviour and comportment before and immediately 

after losing the April19, 2003 Gubernatorial polls indicated 

that he was greatly grieved by his shocking defeat and monu 

mental loss which reflected the true feelings of the people of 

Osun State who agonized under the jackboots of an Alliance 

for Democracy administration, which had no respect for the 

feelings and aspirations of the populace. Some  well 

intentioned citizens of Osun State who noticed the develop 

ment hosted us to a lunch in lwo, during which Chief Akande, 

for the first time, accorded me recognition as the Governor 

of Osun State, which I am, by the grace of God and the will 

of our people. I made further attempts to build on this com 

mendable effort of our people by visiting Chief Bisi Akande 

at his lbadan residence on two occasions.  The bureau  of 

Protocol and Cabinet has a standing instruction to invite my 

brother, Chief Bisi Akande to all State functions and accord 

him all the rights and privileges of a former Governor of Osun 

State at all times. 
 

On my part, I made sure that whatever our Government's 
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observations and reactions are about the conduct of his ad 

ministration, which, are considered to have fallen short of 

expectations are kept away from the prying eyes of the me 

dia. Questions that needed to be raised about some actions 

of the immediate  past administration of Chief Bisi Akande 

were raised and discussed by both of us without recourse to 

the media. Other issues bordering on maladministration, mis 

appropriation and misapplication of Government funds, which 

were brought  to the attention  of our administration, were 

equally swiftly referred to Chief Bisi Akande for comments, 

observations and reactions. As believers in the principle of 

Justice, fairplay and rule of natural justice,  we find it most 

inappropriate to sweep our findings and allegations of impro 

priety under the carpet, especially in situations where huge 

funds are involved. 
 

As you are all most probably aware, Chief Bisi Akande re 

cently utilised the media as a tool for his cheap propaganda, 

falsehood and blackmail as a means of covering up allega 

tions of misappropriation of Government funds expended on 

the construction  of  Bola lge House,  the new Governor's 

office, Osogbo. 
 

The purpose of this news briefing is therefore to set the 

records right and further highlight the deceitful antics of the 

failed Awoist whose stock-in-trade has been to disseminate 

blatant lies to cover up his track of shady and ignoble deals. 
 

By way of recapitulation, I wish to point out that it was my 

respect for the person of Chief Bisi Akande that made our 
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administration to give room to the former Governor to correct 

the error  committed while in Office  without shouting at the 

rooftops as he would have done, if he were in my shoes. 

It is not surprising therefore, that Chief  Bisi Akande's 

outburst of recent, which clearly portrays him  as a 

confusionist and an incorrigible peddler of falsehood is 

an affirmation of the Yoruba adage which says: "Esin ti 

were fe se, ni kije ki o ku ni kekere". 
 

Since the former Governor has blown the lid off the drum of 

rot, let me therefore quickly throw more light on the project: 

Bola lge House, which has been constructed to serve as the 

new Governor's Office. 

FACTS 
 

(i)     The Bola lge House  was commissioned with fanfare in 

March, 2003, as a completed project and the whole 

world was made to believe so. 

(ii)   However, it was discovered, to our consternation that 

the commissioned building had no supply of electric 

ity, functional toilets and water supply. Some of the 

toilets in the Governor's Office had no doors and win 

dows and were yet to be painted. The inconveniences 

suffered by my team forced us back to the present 

location after occupying the gigantic edifice for one 

week. Understandably, Chief Bisi Akande only wanted 

to occupy the structure albeit, momentarily, as Gover 

nor, since he initiated the project. 

(iii)     The embarrassing situation naturally called for expla 

nations, hence the contractor was invited to brief the 
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Government on the position of things. We found that 

the total payment to the contractors did not tally with 

the expenditure recorded in the books of Government. 

A staggering sum of about One Hundred and Twenty 

Seven Million Naira (N127,000,000.00)was discov 

ered to be missing. 
 

(iv)    We progressed further by inviting the consultants to 

the project: Messrs. Tropics Consult who volunteered 

the information that the difference in figures recorded 

represented instructions from some officers of the then 

Osun State Government for additional sub-contracts 

even though there were no contractual agreements to 

that effect. My brother, Chief Bisi Akande, approved 

the augmentation of N230million* on May 19, 2003, 

shortly before the expiration of the term of his admin 

istration. 
 

Technical Sub-Committee 
 

Consequent upon the observed contractual abnormalities, a 

technical committee was raised to investigate the circum 

stances relating to the sub-contracting of these jobs.  The 

committee sat and submitted its report in November, 2003. 

One of the highlights of the report is the purchase of a 14f 

inch television set for about One hundred and twenty thou- 
1 

sand naira. This is indeed transparency and accountability 
 
 

*The additional certificated claims approved by Akande in file on May 19,2003 is 

N114.5million but because Akande did not pay, Oyin/ola came to jerk the 

claim up and paid N230million 



 

 

at its height!. (Report is presented as annex 1.) Another star 

tling revelation is the award and payment for door name tags 

at a sum of Two million naira (N2,000,000.00). Nothing of 

such was done at Bola lge House.  We equally discovered 

full payment to the tune of about Twenty three Million Naira 

(N23,000,000.00) to Horticulturist for Bola lge House. Again, 

nothing of such is on the ground. Still baffling is the supply of 

non-existing furniture that gulped Thirty  million   Naira 

(N30,000,000.00). 
 

Action after Submission of Report 
 

a.  Because of my reverence for the person of Chief 

Bisi Akande and the Office of the Governor, which 

he held, I took the following steps: 

i. As against the lies presented  by Chief Akande, I  

notified him of my discovery  in November  2003, 

when I visited him at the end of Ramadan fasting. 

This visit was widely reported in the media 

ii. He demanded to know and see how the approvals 

were made. I responded by sending photocopies 

of same to him the following day through the then 

permanent Secretary (General Services) Mr. 

Francis A. Olatoye. 

iii. He promised to peruse the documents and get back 

to me. (Copies of documents  forwarded to Chief 

Akande are presented as annex 2.) 

iv. It might interest you to note that nothing happened 

between November 2003 until February 2004, when 
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I notified the former Governor that the consultant, 

Arc. Lanre Oladeji had notified me in confidence 

that the missing  N127 million was used for elec 

tioneering  campaign. My predecessor in .office 

denied the allegation and advised that I should pro 

ceed with whatever action I deemed necessary to 

recover the staggering public funds that could not 

be traced. 

v.   At that point, I caused the consultant to be arrested 

for further interrogation while a formal complaint 

lodged with the Nigeria Police was made through 

the Office of the Secretary to the State Govern 

ment via correspondence reference number 

SSG.51/23 dated 20 February 2004. (A copy of it 

is presented as annexe 3.) 

vi.  Consequent upon the statement of the consultant 

to the Police, the following personalities were also 

interrogated. 
 

a.  Chief Bisi Akande who made a statement  on 

the 9th March, 2004. 
 

b.   Engr Sola Akinwumi who volunteered his state 

ment on 19th March, 2004 
 

c.   Mr. A.F. Olatoye who made a statement on 25th 

March, 2004 
 

d.   Chief  Lere Adebayo  who  gave  his  on 2 9th     
March, 2004 and 
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e.  Mr. Kayode Fasola, Manager, National Bank 

of Nigeria Limited, Osogbo who made state 

ment on 17th March, 2004. 
 

The statements of all the personalities interrogated 

are currently with the police. 

External Intervention 
 

a. In view of the respect I have for the former Gover 

nor, Chief Azeez Arisekola Alao sought and got my 

audience in his lbadan residence on the issue and 

there I maintained that all I am interested in is a 

workable arrangement for a refund of the loot. 
 

b.   While I was with Chief Arisekola, Sir Dele lge spoke 

to me on the issue and I explained the whole occur 

rence to him. He expressed his worry about the is 

sue rubbishing the good name of late Chief Bola 

lge. I assured him through the Yoruba adage that 

''kosi ohun ti  Baale Agbe fe lose ni orun, to owo ita 

re bati pe l'aye". That is to say, if Chief Akande makes 

good the losses, a third party will never know. 
 

c.  Chief Tunji Abolade, immediate past Chairman of the 

Local Government Service Commission, Osun State and 

a confidant of Chief Akande also intervened. This ne 

cessitated my second visit to Chief Akande's house for 

a meeting on the issue involving myself, Chief Abolade 

and Alhaji Tajudeen Oladipo, the Hon. Commissioner 

for Finance. The Osun State Secretary of the Alliance 

 for DemoGracy, Mr. Wale Afolabi was present  in the 
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house but not at the meeting. At the meeting I made it 

known that a case file is already established and only 

Chief Akande was in position to decide whether we pro 

ceed or abort prosecution. 
 

d.  Chief Akande then stressed the need for him to go on 

medical check- up in Britain. He, however, mandated 

Chief Abolade to hold discussions with both the former 

SSG, Akinrogun Sola Akinwumi and Finance 

Commissioner, Chief Lere Adebayo. 
 

e.  Chief Abolade could be reached  to verify what tran 

spired thereafter. 
 

On Return from Overseas 
 

a. Chief Akande gave me a call after I had expressed my 

displeasure to  Mr. Wale Afolabi, on how things were 

being deliberately dragged. 
 

b.  During the discussion, he promised to hold talks with 

co-accused  and get back to me. He went further to 

condole with me on the death of Chief S.M. Afolabi and 

also requested for the extension of invitation to attend 

the funeral ceremonies. Ten invitation cards were sent 

the following day, Chief Akande who failed to show up 

at the ceremonies was however, never missed as Chief 

S.M. Afolabi had a beautiful passage of rites. 
 

c.  Very recently, just before this last weekend, Chief 

Abolade communicated to me to say he was washing 

his hands off the case as Chief Akande had refused to 

acknowledge the courtesies graciously extended to him. 



 

d.  It was at this point that I requested  the police to pro 

ceed with the prosecution of the case. 
I 

e.   The police invited Chief Akande but he refused and 

that led to the issuance of warrant of arrest. *The 

warrant was obtained on Friday 2nd July, 2004 and 
    for execution on Monday 5

t h
 July 2004*. 

 

f.  ·  The press release of 5th July, 2004 by Chief Akande 

through a letter which was never forwarded to me 
as claimed in the media,  was nothing but a pre 

emptive strike against a standing warrant of arrest. 
 

Conclusion 
 

a.  From the aforementioned, it is obvious that Chief  I 

Bisi  Akande  was  eating  the boiled yam and  oil 

through somebody's hand. He did that to avoid the 

tell tale of oil and crumbs of yam on his fingers. 

However, an x-ray has revealed the final destina 

tion of the yam and oil, and that place, from all in 

tents and purposes, is Chief Akande's stomach. 
 

b.     It is absolutely unthinkable and unimaginable to sug 

 gest that I wo'uld want to blackmail  my brother, Chief      
Bisi Akande, on account of his attack on Mr. President.I 
must confess that Chief Bisi Akande must have been 

put through the due process but for Chief Obasanjo 
<. J 

who counselled on the need to handle the issue with 
utmost respect. Ladies and Gentlemen, I believe that it 
is extremely naive  and mischievous for anybody  to   

-    
*Which warrant? See page 43 to show the warrant was a ruse. 
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associate Chief Olusegun Obasanjo with the self-inflicted 

travails of Chief Adebisi Akande, who appears totally 

confused by the devastating discoveries-perpetrated by 

the once most prudent Governor in Nigeria- as painted 

by the media. 
 

c.  The bubble burst long before the last local government 

election and I guess that the issue is one veritable arse 

nal that could have nailed whatever reputation Chief 

Akande ascribes to himself if it was deployed. My be- 

lief in decent politicking precluded me from depl-

oying a weapon I know he would riot have hesitated 

to use in blowing me out of political existence. 
 

d.   Having expressed this, all I can advise is for Chief 

Bisi Akande to muster up his defence to clear up his 

reputation before the arbiters at the law courts. 
 

e.   Heaven knows that I did all I could not to get to this 

destination, without fear or favour, ill-will or affection. 
 

Chief Bisi Akande has himself stated that the whole epi 

sode appears messy. The construction Engineers, Quan-· 

tity Surveyors and Architects were at variance with 

their  figures and the records are in a muddle. Since the 

buck stops on his table as the Chief Executive of Osun 

state at the period the funds got missing, by acts of 

commission or omission, it should be naturally expected 

that he should clear the air on this matter, which involves 

public funds. 
 

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, all I have done are con 

sistent and are in line with our policy of running  an open 
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administration that is accountable to the citizenry who have 

entrusted us with the task of managing their affairs for a 

constitutional period of four years 
 

I wish to once more assure the good people of Osun State 

that no citizen of this state, will by the grace of God, suffer 

any form of injustice by any action of Government. I have 

decided to invite the attention of the media to the situation 

highlighted in this address, to correct whatever misconcep 

tions and misgivings that may arise following Chief Bisi 

Akande's false representations to the populace through the 

media. 
 

Thank you all and God bless 
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Oyinlola's curses 
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THE COMET Friday, July 9, 2004 
 

The case against Akande, by Oyinlola· 
From Ayodele Bello, Osogbo ,  

 

 
 

 
 

 

"I DON'T have anything at all against Chief Akande. There is 

nothing personal in this matter. I have a job to perform and I 

am doing it the way it ought to be done. It is wrong to think I 

am being vindictive against anybody"                   . 
 

Those were the words of the Osun State Governor,...Prince 

Olagunsoye Oyinlola, yesterday when he threw light on the 

allegation of financial misappropriation levelled against former 

governor Bisi Akande by the state government. 
 

A visibly angry Oyinlola insisted that Chief Akande 

lied against him about his alleged involvement in the 

N126 million contract scam.                                               
 

He said there was no iota of truth in the allegation that he 

was out to tarnish Chief Akande's image. 
 

Speaking on the state government's position on the contro 

versial "Bola lge House" alleged scam, Oyinlola denied that 

he was on vengeance mission to tarnish the reputation of the 

former governor. 
 

"May I not succeed if I told a lie against Chief Akande 
· 
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over this contract issue, but if he has lied against me, 

I leave him in God's hands for judgment," the 

governor swore. 
 

To him, the issue would not have become an open matter if 

Chief Akande had "co-operated and done what I asked him 

to do since November last year. 
 

Said the governor: "I don't think that we will get to this desti 

nation at all. So I'm not so keen on any probe, I have a job 

and that is why I said from the beginning that unless this kind 

of situation arises, I will never make it open. 
 

His words: It is obvious that Chief Bisi Akande was eat 

ing the boiled yam and oil through somebody's hand. He 

did that to avoid the tell-tale of oil and crumbs of yam on 

his fingers. However, an ex-ray has revealed the final 

destination of the yam and oil, and that place, from all 

intents and purposes, is Chief Akande's stomach". 
 

"It is not surprising therefore, that Chief Bisi Akande's 

outburst of  recent, which clearly portrays him  as a 

confusionist and an incorrigible peddler of falsehood". 
 

"Since the former Governor has blown the lid off the drum of 

rot, let me therefore quickly throw more light on the project: 

Bola lge House, which has been constructed to serve as the 

new Governor's Office. 
 

It is absolutely unthinkable and unimaginable to suggest that 

I would want to blackmail my brother, Chief Bisi Akande, on 

account of his attack on Mr. President. 
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"I must confess that Chief Bisi Akande must have 

been put through the due process but for Chief 

Obasanjo who counselled on the need to handle the 

issue with utmost respect 
 
"I believe that it is extremely naive and mischievous 

for anybody to associate Chief Olusegun Obasanjo 

with the self-inflicted travails of Chief Adebisi 

Akande, who appears totally confused by the 

devastating discoveries perpetrated by the once most 

prudent Governor in Nigeria as painted by the media. 
 

"The bubble burst long before the last Local 

Government Election and I guess that the issue is one 

veritable arsenal that could have nailed whatever 

reputation Chief Akande ascribes to himself if it was 

deployed. 
 

"My belief in decent politicking precluded me from deploying 

a weapon I know he would not have hesitated to use in blow 

ing me out of political existence. 
 

"Having expressed  this, all I can advise  is for Chief  Bisi 

Akande to muster up his defence to clear up his reputation 

before the arbiters at the law courts. 
 

"Heaven knows that I did all I could not to get to this destin-
ation, without fear or favour, ill-will or affection. 

 

"Chief Bisi Akande has himself stated that the whole episode 

appears messy. The construction engineers, quantity sur 

veyors and architects were at variance with their figures and 

he records are in a muddle. 
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"Since the buck stops on his table as the Chief Executive of 

Osun State at the period the funds got missing, by acts of 

commission or omission, it should be naturally expected that 

he should clear the air on this matter, which involves public 

funds. 
 

"All I have done are consistent and are in line with our policy 

of running an open administration that is accountable to the 

citizenry who have entrusted us with the task of managing 

their affairs for a constitutional period of four years." 
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Between Truth and Falsehood 
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THE CoMET  Wednesday, July 14, 2004 

 

N126m Fraud: Akande replies Oyinlola 
Text of a letter by former Osun  State  Governor, Chief  Bisi 

Akande to Governor Oyinlola. 
 

 
 
 

While I had thought that it will be unnecessary to continue to 

engage in communication with you on this matter beyond my 

last letter, I have realised  that it is my bounding duty as a 

former governor of Osun State and a bonafide citizen of the 

state to call your conscience into question  on one or two 

matters as hereunder. 
 

Your efforts to malign me started immediately on your as 

sumption of office by propagating falsely that my administra 

tion 'stole' the funds of the two borehole water-rigs  which 

were imported but later returned to the manufacturers for a 

refund when some defects were discovered. It is on record 

that my Commissioner for Water Resources quickly came· in 

to deflate the propaganda..Thereafter, you led a team to Eng 

land to renegotiate  additional prices  for the rigs. I under 

stand that the rigs are still not being pt into use by your 

administration after one year in office. This public pronounce 

ment and your subsequent overtures to me contrasted  so 

sharply that I could not but doubt your motives. 
 

Very recently, the Federal Government publishd the lists of 

failed contracts without'asking any head of government (past 
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or present)-to refund lost funds resulting from such aban 

doned contracts.  To that extent, it is curiously  sus"picious 

that, in your own judgement, you would tie any failings of the 

contractors and consultants of the 'Bola lge House' round 

my neck even as it is obvious  to you that the project  was 

never abandoned. It was substantially completed at the time 

we left office. 
 

Your reference to me as 'failed Awoist' makes it necessary 

for me to educate you and-those who constantly deride the 

Yoruba leaders of Awolowo's school of thought. The simple 

lesson for you, at this point, is that "Awoism" is a body 

of political philosophy which places the welfare of the 

citizens above  the comfort of those in government at 

reasonably reduced cost. That is exactly what I stood for 

as governor from May 1999 to May 2003.- The verdict of 

the people is clear on this. Whereas you have renovated 

your 'new Governor's Lodge with a sum of about N800 mil 

lion, the Bola lge House, on which you are now cryir,g wolf 

where there is none, was built at a cost of less than N900 

miiUon. I note with a sense of real sadness  that the 'new 

Governor's Lodge, on which  you have spent such a huge 

amount, had already been roofed and plastered by a previ 

ous administration. I am informed, and it is also noteworthy 

that the new Governor's Lodge includes such uncommon 

facilities like a mini-golf course, a state-of-the-art swimming 

pool, exotic electrical fittings and furnishing. This is done by 

you among a people who hardly have roofs on their heads 

and potable water to drink. Bola lge House was built by my 
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administration for the use of thousands of public servants on 

behalf of the people of Osun State. I feel very proud to have 

built that edifice which no historian can overlook. 
 

The people of Osun state, including  myself, have a right to 

know how much your administration has further spent in your 

claim to upgrade the facilities in Bola lge House. The reason 

for this hypothetical question  is for Nigerians,  and, indeed 

the people of Osun State, to know how much of public funds 

your administration has expended on projects of little rel 

evance to the expectations of our people. 
 

Is it not amusing that in the process of trying to 

justify your mischief, you engaged in a session of 

curses (Egun) on your own self to convince 

Nigerians that you were not telling lies? I am not 

surprised that you need to make strenuous efforts 

to convince Nigerians that you are not telling lies 

but I  do not need to indulge in such a puerile 

exercise because truthfulness has been known to 

be the strength of my character. I am enjoying the 

on-going argument about what you called fraud. At 

the end of the argument, between you and me, it 

should be clear to the public who is a liar. It 

should also become clear that your motive is not 

to recover money for the state but to bring odium 

on me by your whims and the caprice of your 

collaborators. 
 

May I say, with a deep sense of responsibility,  that it is an 

insult to the sensibility of Obasanjo's policy and the authority 

of the National Assembly, who created the Independent Cor 

rupt Practices Commission (ICPC), for you to publicly insist 
/ 
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that a matter of this nature will be handled  by one of your 

magistrates, an employee of your government and a public 

servant who you can compel to do your bidding. 
 

While ignoring the irrelevancies in your address, some of 

them bothering  on pettiness,  it will suffice, for now, to cite 

only a few of your claims to prove the totality of the false 

hoods contained in the presentation of your "World Press" 
 

-Your Excellency claimed that you never 

received my letter which, incidentally, was sent 

by courier. Perhaps, you have forgotten that 

courier companies maintain a record of 

deliveries and receipts. May I let you know that 

the receipt of the letter was signed for by an 

officer in your office. 
 

You stated that I approved "the augmentation 
of N230 million for additional sub-contracts on 
May 19, 2003 but you failed to reveal to the public 
that it was you who revalidated whatever I 
approved and authorised payment even when, 
according to you, the account remained 
muddled. 

 
You also claimed, falsely again, that certain pur 

chases were made which included some items 

whose values were inflated. Do I need to tell you 

as the governor that a governor has no business 

purchasing any items of whatever description? 

While it may be the style of some governors to 

do so, purchases of individual items of furniture, 

fixtures and fittings was not my indulgence. 
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As a governor, I had the mandate of the people of Osun State 

to take decisions. For four years, I took averagely one hun 

dred decisions daily. The results of those decisions produce 

the magnitude of infrastructural development that symbolizes 

'Awoism' in my administration which will stand the test of 

time. If by your judgement and scrutiny, you consider the 

execution of one of those decisions to have resulted in losses, 

does it not occur to you that it is an extremist posture to ask 

me to make refund? The appropriate tag for that posture is 

"governance by path of least resistance" It is lacking in com 

mon-sense and good conscience. 
 

I will like to state, once again, that rather than achieve 

your motive in this perfidious enterprise, you are creating a 

problem of esteem and dignity for the office of governor, 

even for yourself and for the future, because every claim made 

against me by you are based on your personal 

assumption.  For instance, your illustration in the hypothesis 

using the example of 'yam and oil', in the concluding part of 

your address, is absolutely hollow and bankrupt, although 

you claim to be a lawyer. 
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THE COMET               Wednesday, July 14, 2004 

Alleged N126m fraud: Oyinlola, Akande 

feud deepens 

...Falana, others to defend ex-governor 
From Ayodele Bello, Osogbo. 

 

 
 
 

Five days after Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola of Osun State 

stated the case against his predecessor Chief Bisi Akande 

in the alleged N126 million scam on the Bola lge House project, 

the former governor has once again defended his integrity. 
 

Akande, in a four-page letter to Oyinlola yesterday, said al 

though he was enjoying "the on-going argument about what 

you called fraud", at the end of the argument "between you 

and me, it should be clear to the public who is a liar". 
 

"It should also become clear that your motive is not tore 

cover money for the state but to bring odium on me by your 

whims and the caprice of your collaborators". 
 

Akande, who said it was wrong for Oyinlola to have referred 

to him as a "failed Awoist", alleged that Oyinlola spent N800 

million on the new Governor's  Lodge "which had already 

been roofed and plastered by a previous administration". 
 

Last Thursday, Oyinlola alleged that Akande approved the 

augmentation of N230 million for additional sub-contracts on 
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May 19, last year but Akande claimed  yesterday  that the 

allegation was false. 
 

"It was you (Oyinlola) who revalidated whatever I approved 

and authorised payment even when, according to you, the 

accounts remained muddled", he told the governor. 
 

Akande said in the letter entitled "Bola lge House project and 

alleged fraud in Osun State II" that he was not surprised by 

the allegation because it was not the first time Oyinlola had 

accused his administration of stealing public funds. 
 

"Your efforts to malign me started immediately on your as 

sumption of office by propagating falsely that my administra 

tion 'stole' the funds of the two borehole  water-rigs which 

were imported but later returned to the manufacturers for a 

refund when some defects were discovered," Akande said. 
 

On the new Governor's Lodge, Akande said: "Whereas you 

have renovated your 'new Governor's Lodge with a sum of 

about N800 million, the Bola lge House, on which you are 

now crying wolf where there is none, was built at a cost of 

less than N900 million. I note with a sense of real sadness 

that the 'new Governor's Lodge, on which you have spent 

such a huge amount, had already been roofed and plastered 

by a previous administration" 
 

The former governor, who said it was amusing that Oyinlola 

t engaged in a session of curses (Egun) "to justify your mis 

chief," said it was an insult to the sensibility  of President 

Olusegun Obasanjo's policy and the authority of the National 
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Assembly, "who created the Independent Corrupt Practices 

Commission (ICPC), for you to publicly insist that a matter of 

this nature will be handled by one of your magistrates,  an 

employee of your government and a public servant who you 

can compel to do your bidding." 
 

"You stated that I approved "the augmentation of N230 million 

for additional sub-contracts on May 19, 2003" but you failed 

to reveal to the public that it was you who revalidated what 

ever I approved and authorised  payment  even when, ac 

cording to you, the accounts remained muddled. 
 

"You also claimed, falsely again, that certain purchases were 

made which included some items whose values were inflated. 

Do I need to tell you as the governor that a governor has no 

business  purchasing any items of whatever  description? 

While it may be the style of some governors  to do so, pur 

chases of individual items of furniture, fixtures and fittings 

was not my indulgence. 
 

But in his reaction, the Chief Press Secretary (CPS) to Gov 

ernor Oyinlola, Mr. Lasisi Olagunju, said Akande's media 

war' was an attempt to divert attention. 
 

"He is just trying to divert attention from the main issue. It is 

the N190 million he paid directly to the consultant, Mr. Lanre 

Oladeji. That is the main issue and he knew that Oladeji was 

the sole signatory to the account that the money was paid 

into" 
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On the augmentation of N230 million for additional sub-con 

tract, Olagunju said it was what Akande approved that Oyinlola 
1 

paid* . 

 

"Jobs certified done by the Akande administration were paid 

for by our government. The Certificate  of Satisfactory  Per 

formance was issued by Akande. He approved it before he 

left. If my governor did not pay it, people may turn around to 

accuse him of victimizing Akande's contractors but 

Governor Oyinlola, being a man of the people, paid the 

sum. 
 

"But one thing I want to say is that Governor Oyinlola did not 

pay anything more than what Akande approved. The records 

are there for people to see. 
 

Akande must explain to people of Osun why money was paid 

directly to the consultant for a job not done'. 
 

Olagunju also spoke on the N800 million allegedly spent by 

his boss to renovate the new Governor's Lodge. 

He said: "If the building had been roofed and it would cost 

just a little to renovate, why did Akande award a N2 billion 
2 

contract for it* and attempted to pay 70 percent mobilization 

upfront to the contractors  two weeks to the end of his ten 

ure? Meanwhile, Lagos-based lawyer and human rights ac 

tivist, Mr. Femi Falana and 19 other lawyers have offered to 

defend Akande against his alleged involvement in the N126 

million scam. 

*'· See footnote at page 69 for the truth 
*2 Such  falsehood like this need be  further investigated.Akande  planned to build a brand 

new  Government  House at Oke D.O.not to renovate the House at Oke-Fia which Oyinlola did. 
It is false to say that the new Government House was awarded for N2billion by Akande. 
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Other legal bigwigs who have volunteered to offer free serv 

ice in defence of Chief Akande and two of his aides accused 

of fraud by the state government include Chief Adegboyega 

Awomolo (SAN) and Chief Niyi Akintola (SAN). 
 

The lawyers resolved to form the defence team of the ex 

governor who many believe was one of the best governors in 

the last dispensation. 
 

They were also said to have been miffed by the police decla 

ration of Akande as wanted over an alleged fraud uncovered 

by the state government. 
 

Sources said although Chief Akande had contacted his law 

yer over the fraud accusation levelled against him, "the 20 

lawyers insisted that they will handle the matter." 
 

"Their resolve to volunteer themselves  is part of the good 

name that the old man has built and such a good character is 

difficult to rubbish the way some people think. That is why up 

till now, the police have not arrested the man they declared 

wanted. Isn't it absurd?" 
 

The Comet gathered yesterday that Akande's Secretary to 

the State Government (SSG) Chief Sola Akinwumi and the 

Finance Commissioner, Chief Lere Adebayo would report at 

the SIIB police station today in anticipation  of their being 

charged to court. 
 

The duo alongside Akande have continued to insist on hav 

ing no skeleton in their cupboard as alleged by the state 

government. 
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DAILY  SuN Wednesday, July 14, 2004 

Drag me to ICPC; Akande dares 

Oyinlola 
By Femi Babafemi 

 
 
 
 

The crisis raging between former Osun State governor, 

Chief Bisi Akande and his successor, Prince Olagunsoye 

Oyinlola took a new twist Tuesday when Akande challenged 

Oyinlola to take him before the Independent Corrupt Practices 

Commission (ICPC) if he had a genuine allegation against 

him. 
 

Prince Oyinlola has accused Chief Akande of defrauding 

the state up to the tune of N126 million allegedly hidden in the 

N900 million cost of building the State Secretariat Complex 

ailed Bola lge House. 
 

In a fresh letter to Osun State governor on Tuesday, 

Chief Akande accused his successor of attempting to tarnish 

his image. 
 

"May I say, with a deep sense of responsibility, that it is 

an insult to the sensibility of Obasanjo's policy and the 

authority of the National Assembly, who created the Inde 

pendent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC), for you to 

publicly insist that a matter of this nature will be handled by 

one of your magistrates, an employee of your government 

 
94 



 

and a public servant who you can compel to do your bidding," 

Akande stated. 
 

He challenged the governor to declare how much he has 

spent to upgrade the facilities in Bola lge House so that 

Nigerians can determine who has stolen public funds. 
 

His words: "Whereas you have renovated  your 'new' 

Governor's Lodge with a sum of about N800 million, the Bola 

lge House, on which you are now crying wolf where there is 

none, was built at a cost of less than N900 million. I note with 

a sense of real sadness that the 'new' Governor's Lodge, on 

which you have spent such a huge amount, has already 

been roofed and plastered by a previous administration. 
 

Chief Akande also accused  the governor  of trying to 

deride Yoruba leaders  of Awolowo's  school of thought by 

referring to him as a "failed Awoist". 
 

"Is it not amusing that in the process of trying to justify 

your mischief, you engaged in a session of CURSES (Egun) 

on your own self to convince  Nigerians  that you were not 

telling lies. I am not surprised that you need to make strenu 

ous effort to convince Nigerians that you are not telling lies 

but I do not need to indulge in such a puerile exercise be 

cause truthfulness has been known to be the strength of my 

character". 
 

"I am enjoying the ongoing argument about what you 

called fraud. At the end of the argument, between you and 

me, it should be clear to the public who is a liar. It should also 
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become clear that your motive is not to recover money for 

the state but to bring odium on me by your whims and the 

caprice of your collaborators," the AD chairman stated. 
 

Chief Akande recalled  that while in office, he took an 

average of 100 decisions per day stressing that they all turned 

out in the best interest of the people of Osun State.             I 
 

"The results of those decisions  produced the magni 

tude of infrastructural development that symbolizes Awoism 

in my administration which will stand the test of time·. If b 

your judgment and scrutiny, you consider the execution of 

one of those decisions to have resulted in losses, does it not 

occur to you that it is an extremist posture to ask me to make 

refunds? The appropriate tag for that posture is governance 

by path of least resistance. It is lacking in common sense 

and good conscience," Chief Akande argued. 
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Thursday, July  15, 2004 
 

N127M Dispute: 
 

I won't take you to ICPC, Oyinlola tells 
Akande 

It's vendetta from PDP- Ex-Commissioner 
By Mutiu Ganiyu, Osogbo and Sola  Balogun, lbadan 

 
 
 
 
Osun State Governor, Olagunsoye Oyinlola yesterday de 

scribed the insistence by his predecessor, Chief Bisi Akande 

to be taken to the Independent Corrupt Practices Commis 

sion (ICPC) for allegedly defrauding the state of N127 million 

as a ploy to buy time and delay justice. 
 

Though Oyinlola said he would rather prosecute  his pred 

ecessor in any court in the state, an ex-commissioner in the 

Akande administration, Chief Lere Adebayo has described 

Akande's current battle as a political vendetta by the ruling 

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP). 
 

Oyinlola who was reacting to Akande's second letter where 

he requested  that he be tried by the ICPC rather than ap 

pear in any court in Osun State maintained that Akande has 

a case to answer and there was no going back in the govern 

ment's decision to recover the money or those involved would 

be prosecuted soonest in any court in the state which has 

jurisdiction to try them. 
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Speaking through his Chief Press Secretary, Lasisi Olagunju, 

the governor wondered why Akande who was reputed for his 

acidic condemnations  of the ICPC while in office is now 

seeking protection under the same Commission just to buy 

time and whip up public sentiment. 
 

"He was only buying time. When does it become a norm for 

an accused to choose the court where he would be tried? 

The law that established the ICPC does not remove the 

juridiction of the magistrate and the high court to try fraud 

related criminal matters". 
 

"While in office, Akande on several occasion described the 

ICPC as a tool of victimization in the hands of the PDP Fed 

eral Government. He called its chairman, Justice Mustapha 

Akanbi many unprintable names. He is now running under 

the cover of ICPC. What he wants to achieve was for him to 

turn back and accuse the ICPC of witch-hunting him as a 

result of his previous attack on the body", he declared. 
 

He urged Akande to submit himself to the police instead of 

justifying himself on the pages of newspapers, saying that as 

a leader who takes credit for his achievement while in office 

he must also be ready to be held responsible for the short 

comings. 
 

Reacting to Akande's allegation of fraud against Oyinlola over 

the recently commissioned Government Lodge where N800 
million was said to have been spent, Olagunju said that the 

contract was handled by the same contractor engaged by 

the Akande administration. 
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The ex-commissioner of Finance said the move was to get 

back at members of the former administration for the way 

they dealt with former deputy governor, lyiola Omisore and 

to rubbish the legacies of the former administration. 
 

"The script he is playing now is the handiwork  of fifth col 

umnists. I believe that immediately Omisore was released, 

the revenge mission had begun. It is only that (Chief Bisi 

Akande) is lucky that he was not roped in for Olagbaju's mur 

der trial. I am sure that after this has failed, they will come up 

with another one again in a last ditch effort to smear us", the 

former commissioner added. 
 

Adebayo insisted that the former administration ran a very 

open regime which made it impossible for anyone to collect 

gratification. 
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NEW AGE                                 Monday July 12, 2004 

Adebisi Akande: Oyinlola is using 

police to intimidate opposition 
 
 

 
The immediate past governor of Osun State, Chief ADEBISI AKANDE 

says last week's police warrant of arrest against him was a ploy by 

his successor in office, Prince 0lagunsoye  Oyinlola to intimidate 

and cow him. While debunking allegation of financial impropriety lev 

elled against him, Akande, the factional national chairman of the Alli 

ance for Democracy asserts that democracy is not going in the right 

direction, in this interview with AYO FALODUN in lbadan   .. 
 

What is your reaction to the warrant of arrest issued on 

you by the police in connection  with an alleged N260 

million scam involving your administration in Osun State? 
 

Up till now, I have not received any summon either from the 

police or from any magistrate. But as a matter of fact, I have 

spoken to the police on telephone. But the whole episode, to 

me, is rather suspicious. 
 

When the Governor of Osun State, Prince Olagunsoye 

Oyinlola began to make overtures to me and was appearing 

to me to be friendly, I became circumspect. 
 

When all entreaties  to make me a friend failed and they 

began to use the police to hound me, I became suspicious 

because it is possible in Nigeria today where your enemies 

cannot reach you directly, they may decide to use the police 

to capture you for them. 
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So, because of that, I see the police as collaborators in the 

efforts to destroy me both politically and physically. Because 

of this fear, I felt I should allow the police to come and arrest 

me physically from my house rather than walk into their of 

fice to be trapped unto my death. 
 

As to what Oyinlola said, he finished by cursing himself that 

God would not let him succeed if he was telling lie. I got 

worried that he could say that. But I know that many people 

nowadays have no conscience and they don't know that God's 

way surpasses all human understanding. 
 

For example, he said to the public that I bought a television 

set for N120,000 for Bola lge House. In all my public life, I 

have never touched government money to buy anything; not 

in anyway. 
 

Even when I was going on tour, somebody would carry the 

money and pay my bills as I moved around. How he settled 

or retired the balance with the treasury is his own business. 
 

The same thing, when you award a project to a contractor, it 

is possible  for the contractor to play shenanigan with the 

money, there is no way the governor  can know under any 

circumstance. As long as the cost of that project is not al 

lowed to be at variance with the original cost of the contract, 

as a governor, you won't bother your head in any way. 
 

To conclude that I did, gives me a great concern because 

I  know that I did not buy anything for government directly 

all my life. 



103  

Also, Oyinlola was talking about a failed contract and that 

Osun State Government lost money on that particular failed 

contract. 
 

I handled more that 500 projects in Osun State and every 

project was successful and completed, including the Bola 

lge House. The only thing that was not ready by the time I left 

office was the account of the total expenditure of that project. 

Both the contractor and the consultant asked for variation; I 

looked at the request on its own merit and I said I could not 

approve everything. But I approved a portion that I felt made 

the government liable because these jobs were carried out 

without prior approval of the government but were carried out 

on the instructions of the government's consultant. So, I felt 

the government would be liable and I approved it. But I did 

not pay, you should note that I approved that variation on that 

particular project but I did not pay because that was two or 

three weeks before I left office. 
 

I deliberately did not pay because I wanted the account to be 

submitted to the Oyinlola administration. And when he 

assumed office, he decided to revalidate my approval 

and he paid. 
 

Now, he is telling lies that I paid variations and he said God 

would not let him succeed. It is a lie. He should publish the 

records where he said I paid the money. I approved, it is 

true, but he came to revalidate my approval and he paid. 

Why didn't he wait to see the account and discover that 

money has been stolen before he would pay. Did he take 
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any bribe from the person to whom he paid? What is the 

reason for the anxiety? What is the reason for the haste, 

whether decent or indecent? Why did he pay because 

Oyinlola came to rush a lot of payments to the contractors. 
 

The people of Osun State and the contractors  know what 

Oyinlola did within the first three months of assuming office. 

But when the time comes, he would get it in full measure. 
 

Put the question to him, why did he pay before the "fraud" 

was discovered if the payment has no basis in corruption? 
 

Recently, there were media reports that the Peoples Demo 

cratic Party (PDP) led Federal Government  awarded  the 

channelisation of Ogunpa River in lbadan to a carpenter who 

never  did the job.  By implication, can we call President 

Olusegun Obasanjo a thief? Why am I thief because  of a 

contract that was not carried out? 
 

Oyinlola said the Bola lge House doesn't have functional toi 

let facilities. I built Bola lge House in less than two years. 

Oyinlola has been in office for over a year and he has not 

been able to put toilet facilities or doors there. And he has 

not been able to make that office usable. Is that how to be an 

efficient governor? And what has he done right before apart 

from being wealthy and Nigerians know those salary earn 

ers who are wealthy and they know what some of them did 

while in service. But I don't belong to that bracket. 
 
What you are saying is that some people are trying to 
 
get at you. What could be their motive?
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I am a prominent politician. My legacy in Osun State is   

extraordinarily intimidating for what their efforts and their 

mental resources can cope with. And they know of a fact that 

this has marked me out as a special administrator both in 

Osun State and all over Nigeria and they are not happy 

about this but the public is aware of it. 
 

When you govern a society without a popular mandate, but 

because you rigged an election, then you need all sorts of 

arm-twisting, or blackmailing, or the use of force, or rascal 

ity to let the people feel that you have the true mandate. 
 

Because the PDP is in this government, because they stole 

the people's mandate, they want to cow all opponents. Tile 

only thing that worries me is that in carrying out such a 

nefarious plan, the police are being made to collaborate. I 

don't blame the police, they are badly managed, they are not 

well clad, they are poorly paid; their employment, transfer, 

deployment, promotion are being handled by politicians. So, 

they are thoroughly intimidated. In such a circumstance what 

ever they are asked to do, they carry it out without consider 

ing its rationality. So, I have pity for the police and that is 

why I try to ignore the police. 
 

And unless the police can go back and try to do something 

about their image, it will be from their image or their actions 

that the ultimate chaos that will destabilise this country will 

start. 
 

You said you have decided to ignore  the police on the 

warrant  of arrest. How true is it that you were repre 

sented by some lawyers in Osogbo? 



 

·. 
My lawyers have been going there. And I will ask them to 

continue to go there until I feel safe to appear before them. 

But I don't feel safe now to appear before them. I think they 

can hand me over to my killers and I don't want the police to 

lure me into the hands of my enemies to be assassinated. 
 

What is your assessment of the Oyinlola administration 

in Osun State? I don't live in Osun State, I live in Oyo State. 

So, how can I assess somebody's performance in a place 

where I am not staying? But I can read from the speech he 

read to the media yesterday (July 8, 2004) that his adminis 

tration lacks vision. 
 

For example, he was claiming to be a lawyer, without any- 

  body asking him from which law school did he graduate and 

in which court has he ever practised. 
 

On the persistent factional crisis in the Alliance for 

De mocracy (AD) there were media reports that you 

have volunteered to step down as a factional national 

chair man if that would usher in peace  into  the 

party. What would you do next now that the other 

factional National Chairman, Senator Mojisoluwa 

Akinfenwa is not willing to step down so that a new 

person can be elected? 
 

Senator Akinfenwa is my personal friend. 13 day ago, I had 

lunch with him in his house. Since then, or even before, we 

always hold discussions on telephone. Since the beginning 

of my ordeal about four days ago he has shown sufficient 

concern. 
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And that will tell you that between Akinfenwa and I there is 
no personal misunderstanding. But ideologically, we seem 

to be at variance. Ideologically, I don't want my being the 

national chairman of the AD to  permit the AD to crash. 
Rather I would prefer, if the party permits me, to step 
down than to seeing he AD dead.  
 
·Also ideologically, I remember more than seven times 
during the four years that Senators Femi Okunrounmu and 
Akinfenwa were in the National Assembly, Okunrounmu was 
always coming out to say that Akinfenwa was PDP-
orientated. He even went further to say that Akinfenwa 
was a PDP fellow. 

 
So, if the PDP is bent on destroying the AD, who am I to 
join anybody to destroy the AD? Therefore, I prefer to step 
down so that AD can survive. 
 

Afenifere, the pan-Yoruba socio-political organization 
says it is trying to reposition itself ahead of the 2007 
elections. What are the main elements of such re-
organization? 

 

As the chairman of Afenifere political committee that 
made recommendations for the repositioning of Afenifere, it 
will not be fair for me to discuss anything on it with the 
media before the final decision is taken. 

' 

The only person permitted to disclose anything might be 
either Papa Abraham Adesanya or Chief Reuben Fasoranti, 
the leader and acting leader of Afenifere respectively. But a 
small fry like me should not talk about that. 
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What is your opinion on the ongoing effort to reconcile 

the Afenifere and Yoruba Council of Elders (YCE)? 
 

It will be a welcome development because the unity of Yoruba 

nation is and will be the joy of all of us in Yorubaland. 
 

What is your comment on the discharge and acquittal of 

Senator lyiola Omisore? 
 

That is a matter I should not discuss at all because I submit 

ted a comprehensive report to the police, according to the 

information and security report available to me on security 

as the governor of Osun State then. To start talking now is to 

be labour the issue. So, for that reason please permit me not 

to comment on the issue. 
 

But would you say that the court verdict  was in line or at 

variance with the report you submitted? 
 

It was published you can go and read The Tempo and it was 

constantly being mentioned in court. 

But how can we end political assassination in this country? 

You will need to ask the PDP in whose garden we have had 

plenty of assassinations. In the AD, we can argue a lot, we 

do not kill ourselves whenever we have any disagreement. 
 

How would you assess the state of health of Nigeria's 

democracy under Obasanjo? 
 

As far as Nigeria is concerned, there is no democracy yet. 

We are in a transition to democracy. But we are not going 

about it in the right direction. Rigging of elections cannot be 
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part of proper democracy; intimidation of opponents cannot 

be part of democracy; blackmail of the opposition cannot be 

part of democracy; misuse of police for the suppression of 

opponents cannot be part of democracy. Democracy goes 

along all the time with the rule of law. 
 

So this assessment is not based on Obasanjo alone but it 

also concerns all politicians, the Independent National Elec 

toral Commission (INEC), the police and the leadership of 

political parties. President Obasanjo merely symbolises it. 
 

My assessment of the Obasanjo administration is just like the 

above assessment of the whole country. 
 

But I know that Obasanjo has dragged this country into a 

bigger debt than he inherited and that is why the value of the 

naira fell from N80 per dollar which he inherited to N135 per 

dollar today. 
 

Because our debt burden is getting higher, Obasanjo has 

operated a deficit budget throughout the five years he has 

been in office. And when you are running a deficit budget, 

you are creating more problems for your country. 



 

 

THE PuNcH                      Friday, July 16, 2004 
 

Home Affairs 
 
 
 
 

Oyinlola vs Akande: Osun's epic battle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

When the Peoples Democratic Party took over the reins of 

power in five out of the six states controlled by the Alliance 

for Democracy in the South-West zone of the country, one 

feature most watchers of political events looked forward to 

was the probing of the immediate past administrations. But 

this was not to be. Some of the PDP governors even went 

ahead to say that instituting  a probe of their predecessor 

was going to be a distraction and a waste of time. 
 

But things appear to be changing  very fast barely a year 

after the change of batons in some of these states. The PDP 

governors are looking into the books to uncover alleged wrong 

doings by their predecessors. One of such states is Osun 

State where the incumbent, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola, has 

vowed to expose some irregularities spotted in the execution 

of the construction of the Governor's office, popularly known 

as the Bola lge House,  by the administration of Chief Bisi 

Akande. 
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In the last two weeks, both Oyinlola and Akande have been 

engaged in a war of words. SEMIU OKANLAWON, who has 

been following developments in the State of the Living Spring, 

spoke with both men. Excerpts: 
 

Oyinlola is chasing shadows - Akande 
 

Which of the contracts awarded at the tail end of your 

administration would you say could be a possible source 

of fraud or controversy? 
 

I never awarded any contracts towards the end of my admin 

istration, particularly since the election. But by the middle of 

my administration, I commissioned consultants to prepare 

the land for a new Governor's House. The plan came out just 

before the election. And for that, I awarded the contract to 

the contractor who had built more than 80 percent of the total 

job in the secretariat and whom we knew to be very reliable. 

We awarded the contract to him. But because we owed him 

30 percent of the cost with which he built the secretariat, we 

decided to give him an advanced payment which would not 

be more than the debt we owed him on that contract. We 

gave him a contract worth over N1 billion and we were owing 

him 30 percent by the time of election. And when we awarded 

the Governor's House contract to him, he asked that we should 

pay the balance. The agreement originally was that we would 

pay the balance over a period of 10 months. He wanted us to 

pay him that balance before we left. And we said okay let's 

give you an advance payment around what we owed you so 
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that if you run away with our money in the left, we would gain 

it in the right. Minus that, I never awarded any contract. 
 

There were some projects reportedly given out towards 

the end of your administration.... 
 

Not by me. Not by my government. It was the contractor. 
 

But the buck  stopped on your  table as the governor 

according to the incumbent. 
 

Because he (Oyinlola) is an illiterate in civil administration. If 

I give you a job for N100 and you sublet the job to different 

other people, how does that your action, you are not my 

employee,  you are my contractor, and you in turn employ 

carpenters,  bricklayers and so on - how does the buck of 

the work of those I don't employ stop on my desk? Anybody 

who is sensible about contract award would know that for 

how much he buys any of those thing is none of my busi 

ness. The only thing that is my business is that the contract 

price should not exceed what was originally the price. 
 

Did your government have any problem with Oladeji who 

was said to have indicted you in his statement to the 

police? 
 

As an architect, no. but as a manager  of money, I don't 

know because I did not ask him to manage money at all. 
 

But what of the reports from civil servants involved in 

the project? 
 

I didn't receive  any report. That was why I was shouting. 
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That was why I refused to pay the money, which Oyinlola 

paid. Oyinlola said that I approved  a variation.  It is true I 

approved a variation. 
 

 How much was that? 
 

I cannot  remember,  I approved  the variation  which is not 

common in my government. But when the pressure was too 

much, I approved it and said this money should not be paid 

until all the accounts and the report would be ready whic 

were not ready before I left. When Oyinlola came, he revali 

dated my approval and made the payment. He is now accus 

ing me of approving what he revalidated and the money he 

paid. Go and ask him, did he take a kickback? Or was that 

why he paid when the account was still in the muddle? 
 

Don't you suspect some principal officers of your gov 

ernment could have done certain things without your 

knowledge? 
 

It is not possible. They cannot do wrong things because the 

control was so elaborate that it was not possible. Civil serv 

ants can - because they are the controllers.  The system I 

created does not make it possible for any of those officers to 

be able to outwit anybody to be able to take money away 

from them. 
 

How did you meet Oladeji, the man at the cefltre of it all 

who said he contributed NBS million to your campaign? 
 

Met, yes. But I had never had any dealing with him. When he 

was making the drawing of the Bola lge House, he was being 
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led to my office by Gbenga Adebusuyi, my Special Assist 

ant. He was leading him to me to explain what he had done 

on the contract.  But since the plan was approved  by the 

executive council, I didn't have any dealing with Oladeji any 

more. 
 

How come the claim then? 
 

That claim by Oladeji was dubious. He must be a dubious 

man. I was told that the same Lanre Oladeji was procured to 

implicate Prof. Oluwasanmi at lfe University about 30 years 

ago. He can still be purchased to implicate anybody. 
 

Could you let us into that? 
 

The story was that Prof. Oluwasanmi, the Vice-Chancellor, 

or let us say the University  of lfe awarded a contract  of a 

building. Along the line, the building collapsed. Then, an in 

quiry was asked to be conducted into the collapsed building 

by the military government of General Olusegun Obasanjo. 

And that time, they called it Akanbi Commission, coinciden 

tally, the same (Justice Mustapha) Akanbi of the ICPC. Oladeji 

was procured as the architect to implicate the Vice-Chancel 

lor. So, it is possible  that the same Oladeji is procured  to 

implicate me this time. 
 

What about sundry contracts such as furniture awarded 

at a cost of N30 million, name tags for N2 million, land 

scaping for N23 million? 
 

Those are sub-contracts. They are not contracts we awarded. 

The contract for the Bola lge House is a little over N800 
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million. And it is out of that N800 million that all these thing 

would have to be done. 

At what stage did one Architect Lanre 0ladeji who 
was said to have implicated your government come 
into the picture? 
 

From the beginning, He designed the Bola lge House. But 

don't know him as a financial manager and I never made 

him a coordinator  of the fund of Bola lge House. There 

is an· other company, Archy Consult, who was supposed to 

be the coordinator of the finances of all the projects in the 

secretariat. How Tropics Consults of Oladeji became the 

spender of the money was not referred to me as the 

governor. Bu according to the statement of the 

Permanent Secretary, I  was done by default, without the 

approval of the governor. 
 

Oyinlola also alleged that despite the money spent and the 

contracts awarded, the commissioning was just a deceit a 

he complex was not yet fit for human habitation? 
 

It depends on what anybody calls human habitation. I 

spent the last six weeks of my term in the house. 
 

May be because you built it? 
 

Well, it's one of those things. Even if you built a house for 

yourself, by the time you get there, you still have to be putting 

right a few things.  There is no house in the whole world 

where, when you move in, you still don't have one or two 

things to put right. We have awarded  contract  for what 

would call water project. That is, doing our own dam, make 
 

                 115 



 

our own water-head, and then reservoir, which will serve that 

house. But before that contract of water project was com 

pleted, we relied on the water corporation's water. There are 

12 or 13 buildings in the complex. If it could be habitable for 

others, why is it not possible for Oyinlola to stay in Bola lge 

House? 
 

What percentage of the work had been completed by the 

time you left? 
 

I would say 95 percent. It cannot be less. Although, I didn't 

go round the complex- you know it is so massive. An old 

man like me, it would take three weeks to go round the whole 

building- but the report given to me by the consultant and 

the civil servants who were managing the thing, the whole 

building was almost completed. The only thing that had not 

been properly put in place were furniture, fittings and fix 

tures. And we had some electricity problems. We relied heavily 

on the National Electric Power Authority and had three gen 

erators. These generators are there and the idea was that if 

there was NEPA-we all would enjoy electricity and if there 

was no electricity from NEPA, there was a generator that 

would give all of us electricity. But if that has a problem, there 

is another generator that would give the major offices of the 

governor electricity. And if that fails again, there is another 

one for the governor's office electricity. So I don't know why 

he could not use the place. But he is a prince. I am a com 

moner. Go and look at the house he decorated. He deco 

rated it with as much money as it cost me to build the Bola 
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lge House. The government House where he is now, it had 

ben built, roofed, plastered, windows had been put, elec 

tricity had been done, water system installed, when he came, 

he did the painting  and supplied  the globe  with as much 

money as it cost me to build the entire Bola lge House. The 

Governor's house is not five percent of Bola lge House. 
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Akande is Culpable- Oyinlola 
 

 
Akande has said that the variation cost of the contract, 

which you are accusing him of approving was actually 

paid by you when you came in. Did you make the pay 

ment? 
 

Honestly, I had decided that I would not join issues with Chief 

Akande, I have made my press briefing as regards the situ 

ation I met on ground. And if he has anything to add, I would 

only advise that he heeds the police request that he should 

be with them unless he is telling me that he has something to 

hide. That his action, to me, confirms that he who runs away 

from trial confesses the guilt. What we are saying is that the 

job was assumed to have been completed and when we dis 

covered what was happening, that the money was not ex 

pended on the job that was awarded, that called for query. 

The money, he told you I paid was the money legitimately 

due to the contractor on the basis of the contract certificate 

submitted. And when I discovered that the consultant was 

given money to the tune of N177 million, I asked what was 

the bearing of this on the project? Should the consultant be 

the contractor at the same time, moreso, when there was no 

contractual agreement? 
 

Was there no contractual agreement? 
 

There was none. A consultant that had no contractual agree 

ment, how did he come to be holding government's money to 
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the tune of N 1. 77 million? How would I pay the consultant  I 

did not hire? What was due to the contractor was paid him 

on the basis of the certificate submitted. But there were jobs 

not done when I got there. ·For example,  the toilets were 

without windows or doors. They were not painted. No water, 

no light. After one week, I had to move back. And I asked 

questions, I asked why was the situation like this? And the 

man said these were the jobs he did. And I said there was a 

shortfall. That was when we discovered that the money was 

paid to the consultant. As a matter of fact, if Chief Akande 

would be truthful to his creator, he was telling me that it was 

imprest. That was what he told me in his house. 
 

On the contracts for the furnishing of the Bola lge House, 

Akande said you knew who should be held responsible, 

as those being accused now only executed subcontracts 

of the main contract. Why didn't you go for the contrac 

tor? 
 

I am not the one calling for Chief Bisi Akande to see me now. 

The consultant was arrested and he made a statement to the 

police. It was as a result of his statement to the police that 

Akande, his SSG, Finance Commissioner and the manager, 

National Bank, Osogbo branch, were all invited. It was on the 

basis of the statement of the consultant, it is not Oyinlola that 

is prosecuting Chief Bisi Akande. He got a consultant who 

took money and did not render the services for the money 

he took. What he told the police, I don't know. What made 

the police to invite Akande and his Finance Commissioner 

and the SSG, I don't know. So, he should be able to go and 
 

119 



 

meet with me police. He has made a statement to the police 

before. Did he tell me when he was going to make the stat-

ement to the police? 

But Akande believes Oladeji is being arm twisted to 
implicate him? 

 

Ah! Ah! Why should I arm twist him (Oiadeji) to implicate 

him? What do I stand to gain? If it were not for the respect I 

have for the person of  Akande, if I am to act on the basis of 

the way he acted to me, I wouldn't be bothering my head 

going to let him know exactly what is going on. I went to his 

house twice. I had meetings with him on this thing. He knows 

exactly what he told me. He mandated Chief Tunji Abolade, 

his confidant to discuss with his co-accused. I told you that 

Alhaji Arisekola Alao too made efforts. But while he is trying 

to save his integrity, I cannot afford to loose my own. 
 

Akande said Oladeji  was used some years ago to 

implicate the former Vice-Chancellor of the then 

University of lfe, Prof. Oluwasanmi and could still be 

hired to implicate anybody? 
 

No, no, look, I never knew the consultant in my life. In his 

 press release, he advised me not to give dubious people 

 Ghance to see me in the office.  If Lanre is dubious  and 

  Akande could give him N177 million, then, they are birds of 

the same feather. It takes a dubious  man to give another 

dubious man N177 million. 
 

Are there documentary evidence that the money in question 
was paid by Akande's  government and not yours 
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and that the payment amounts to fraud? 
 

have given all the documents at my disposal to support my 

position during the press briefing. A technical committee was 

raised. They investigated and the report was tendered  to 

journalists. The only thing I couldn't give them were the state 

ments all of them made to the police. And I advised journal 

ists to get in touch with the police. I have only consulted him 

on the basis of the fact that this is my predecessor. I never 

had the benefit of good briefing before I took over at least, 

from him,  I had  to call for briefings  from  ministries and 

parastatals. 

So, how much would you say Akande stole, if you  
believe he stole government money? 

 

I have never said Akande stole any money. All I have said is 

that the money  they approved  for the job has not been 

utilised for the purpose  it was meant. And when I got the 

consultant, he told me that he got the money but it was used 

for the election campaign. So, it is between Akande and the 

consultant he hired. I never hire the man. He hired the man 

he now calls a dubious man, and it takes a dubious man to 

hire the other dubious man. The man said they got the money 

from him to fund his campaign. I never know the consultant 

from Adams, it was the inconvenience I suffered when I moved 

into the office that made me ask questions and the revela 

tions came out. I don't want to be seen as somebody  who 

wants to tarnish somebody's image. 
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THE GUARDIAN            Sunday, September 5, 2004 
 

Falae Is A bearer  of Political Bad 

Luck, Says Akande 
 
 
 

 
Chief Bisi Akande, the factional chairman of the Alliance for Democ 

racy (AD) is at the middle of a major political tide blowing across the 

South-west. He is battling to free himself from allegation of corrup 

tion in his home state. At a recent meeting of Afenifere which held in 

Akure, Akande is said to be the problem of the AD. But in this inter 

view with ldowu Ajanaku, the former Osun State governor insisted 

that the elders who took the decision are the same people planning 

to kill the AD. Excerpts: (A relevant excerpt from  the lengthy  IN 

TERVIEW referred to above) 
' 

But you rejected the offer to serve, didn't you? 
 

Honestly, I did not turn down the offer (ministerial appoint 

ment), but I never got my self-attracted to it. In order to wall 

off the pressures, I travelled outside the country, by the time 

I came back it was already too late. If that is painful to any 

body, that means I don't believe in the objectives and pro 

grammes of the PDP. 
' 

But your mentor, late Bola lge served  in PDP 
government? 

 

He did in line with the resolution  of Afenifere/AD after a 

meeting at lkeja in Lagos. 



 

What is the genesis of the problem between you and 

Gov. Oyinlola; any motive  behind his action  over the 

N171 million scam. 
 

I don't know what is behind Oyinlola's mind. But I know that 

the PDP in the South-West, is not comfortable with my ac 

tivities in the AD. They want to do everything to rubbish me 

one-way or the other. Since they could not get anything to 

implicate me - according to Oyinlola, they assumed that the 

oil and yam that were missing were not found in my hands, 

and my lips, but they, in their imagination felt that the yam 

and oil must be in my stomach. It was Oyinlola who said so. 

They want to use the police to purchase evidence against 

me so that they can put me away. But it has not worked 

because the police have refused to be used. So, the motive 

is very clear. 
 

But Oyinlola visited you privately to sort out the 

matter and you refused to cooperate… 
 

When he visited me here on the first occasion, he just told 

me in passing that certain people played a fast one on me to 

approv·e N171 million, which they stole. I told him it is not true 

and urged him to go back and read his 
files. 
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Sunday PUNCH             Sunday,August22,2004 
 

Obasanjo must  calm  down to 

succeed - Akande 
 
 
 

Former Governor of Osun State and a factional Chair 
man of the Alliance for Democracy, Chief Bisi Akande, in 
this interview with BOLAJI ADEBIYI, speaks on the con 
troversial support of  the  pan Yoruba  socio-cultural 
group, Afenifere, for  his  rival, Chief Mojisoluwa 
Akinfenwa, the race for 2007 and President Olusegun 
Obasanjo's policies among the national issues. Excerpts: 

 
(A relevant portion of the INTERVIEW under reference) 
Let's deal with the issue of the Bola lge House and the 
alleged bribe from a consultant. There appears to be a 
lull or is the matter resolved? 

 

Honestly, I don't know because I didn't start off the noise. 

The police, taking instruction  from the PDP leadership  in 

Osun State declared me wanted. They said I was on the run 

when I was everywhere. The very weekend, immediately they 

declared me wanted,  I was in Osun State. I was at llare to 

attend the funeral of the mother of a friend, and later at IIa 

Orangun for the funeral of our leader there, Fadeyi. I was 

everywhere, suddenly thy said the police wanted me. That 
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was the beginning  of the noise. Why I was wanted by the 

police, Oyinlola tried to explain  at his world press confer 

ence. Since then I have been  staying here, thinking that the 

police will come and pick me up for whatever offence they 

may say I have committed. They know I commit no offence. 
 

President Olusegun Obasanjo said he was disappointed 

with you that he thought you were a decent person? 
 

But if you listen to the way Obasanjo talks he wanted to have 

a pound of flesh. And why? I understand that if a military 

man offers you a good thing,  or like a position,  and you 

reject, he would kill you. I understand that Abacha killed Saro 

Wiwa because he refused a ministerial appointment. So, it is 

true that emissaries were coming to me from Obasanjo that I 

should  be his minister  after the 2003 election.  But I was 

careful not to refuse in the open, I kept quiet, I left the coun 

try, you know, I avoided them as much as possible. He was 

not happy. He even went to the extent of taking an advice of 

somebody:  can't I announce  the name?  Will he disgrace 

me? The person  said: you better don't. That I refused  to 

seNe with him didn't go well with him. The punishment they 

mete out to me (was) either to kill me or to put me in prison or 

to disgrace me in whatever form. And you see the way he 

talks with both sides of mouth. He said he thought I was a 

good man. Go and ask him, what have I done to make him 

change his mind that I am no more a good man? 
 

With that kind of comment from the President and what is 

going on Osun State do you feel disappointed that in spite 
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of your efforts to develop that state, all these are 
happening? 

 

Oh, not in anyway. I feel more emboldened to work on for the 

progress of this country, particularly for the progress of my 

state and my nation. My state is Osun State, my nation is 

Yorubaland. My country is Nigeria. The moment I am able to 

define this and I am able to satisfy myself that I belong to the 

three. I am able to choose one before the other. The only 

thing I can do in Osun State at the moment  is to advise, if 

they like they might say to hell with me. lf they don't like it, 

it's their business.  And I don't need to shout on the rooftop 

to advise them, I have three books about how Osun State 

should be developed. One, A Fresh Start, any day, go and 

read, it is germane and still relevant for the development 

of Osun State. The other one is, Moving Osun State to 

Prosperity, it is still pertinent. And another one is, The 

Inner Mind, the spirit that moves Osun State  to 

where it is now. From these books, for those minds that 

are discerning, it is not difficult to get the State off the 

ground. As for the Yoruba nation, I think Nigerian writers, 

historians, political scientists, sociologists have written 

enough to let us know that Yoruba is a nation of its own as 

distinct from the other nations that make up Nigeria. And 

to that extent, it is the duty of Yoruba people to sit down 

and say this is the minimum they would tolerate. One thing 

I want you to appreciate is that man is composed of nature 

and nurture. You are born into a situation you have no 

control over. But you are nurtured into a situation where 

you can develop a capacity for innovation 
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and for defence. If you are innovative enough,  you will lead 

your people to understand that power resides with the indi 

vidual. So, everyman should have sovereignty,  at least to 

live, and before you can live, you must govern  your food, 

housing, clothing, transportation, energy and personal secu 

rity. If you can't govern all these as a man, you are not fit to 

live. Then, the question now is: do you want to surrender the 

management of these as a social animal? It is better to sur 

render them to your nation rather than to your country. So, 

each nation in this country should have sovereignty, at least, 

to provide its people with food, clothing, housing, transporta 

tion, energy and internal security. Then each nation should 

sit down with another nation and say: can't we work together 

and on what terms? I can't surrender the management of all 

these to anybody. I must take care, of the food of my people, 

which is agriculture; the Federal Government has no busi 

ness in it at all. And you know, what you call capacity build 

ing will be associated with it, like health and education and 

internal security. You don't surrender your policing  to any 

central arrangement because the culture of security among 

the lgbo, which settle in hamlets might not be the same as 

the culture of the Yoruba who largely settle in township, and 

might not be the same "with the culture of the Hausa-Fulani, 

who had seen civilization, so to say, in the caliphate system, 

which was imported into this country: So to centralise it, is to 

destroy the man himself, is to destroy the power of man. But 

if you put it in the hand of your own nation, the leaders and 

the followers within each nation who belong to the same cul 

ture  and they know what they are after and how to go about 
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it, it will make policy decision and the strategy to realise it. 

The moment  you surrender it, you surrender your life and 

that is what is happening now. The totality of this country is in 

the hand of the Federal Government or is being accumulated 

by Obasanjo and PDP into the hands of the Federal Govern 

ment, such that the local government is looking up to Federal 

Government before they can tar their surroundings. Even 

ordinary  sanitation,  you see Ogunlewe  battling with Bola 

Tinubu in Lagos over sanitation, which is supposed to be a 

local government business. The Federal Government is try 

ing to make laws for the cleaning of surroundings  planting 

flowers. It is a Federal Government that has nothing to do, 

and that is why they leave as secondary what should mould 

the lives and the welfare of the people of Nigeria. 
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THE NEWS                 July 12, 2004 
 

Travails Of A Former Governor        
Chief Bisi Akande, one time Osun State Chief Executive, 

defends himself over allegation of fraud. 

Ademola Adegbamigbe 
 
 
 

 
When the going was good, the two were the best of friends 

who exchanged visits. But political differences have, with the 

look of things, begun to take their toll. Governor Olagunsoye 

Oyinlola of Osun State and Chief Bisi Akande, his predeces 

sor, are now at each other's throat. 
 

On Monday 5 July 2004, the Osun State Police Command 

declared Chief Akande, the immediate past governor and 

three others, wanted over an alleged N126 million fraud. Oth 

ers wanted were Chief Sola Akinwunmi, Akande's Secretary 

to the State Government; Chief Lere Adebayo, former Fi 

nance Commissioner and Mr. Olatoye, Permanent Secre- 

tary, General Services.                 · 

The police said it was part of the N1. 5 billion meant for the 
) ' 

construction of the governor's office, tagged "Bola lge House " 

the immediate past permanent secretary reportedly queried 

the release of N126 million to Lanre Oladeji,  the architect 

consultant without any visible project on ground. Although 

Akande described the financial deal as a "mess," the Police 
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claimed he approved another N230 million*. 
 

Mr. Emmanuel Obiakor, assistant commissioner of police said 

while the former SSG .and finance commissioner reported 

for questioning, "Akande went into hiding." 
 

But Akande asked. "How can they say that they have de 

clared me  wanted? They have a duty to inform the whole 

world about the reasons for such an action. lt is 

unfortunate that this is what they have reduced the police 

to in their bid to score a political point. They must have 

decided  to take such an action after receiving  my letter 

earlier in the day." The police, according to Akande, were 

playing pranks and are "being paid to harass and 

intimidate innocent people." He argued that the police 

knew that he lives in Ibadan and not Osun State. "I have 

not vacated my house and none of them visited me. I was 

in a public function earlier today (5 July) at the birthday  

lecture for Professor  Wale Soyinka. 

Did the police get across to me? ....  They are just playing 

politics." 
 

Akande wrote a letter to Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola of 

masterminding allegations of fraud to discredit him. Akande 

said the governor telephoned him on 23 February 2004 that 

Lanre Oladeji confessed that he contributed N85 million to 

wards his (Akande's) re-election in April 2003. But the former 

governor denied the allegation. He advised his successor to 

"desist from giving access to dubious characters who now 
 

 
* Akande insists he did not approve N230million neither did he pay any variation on 

Bola lge House nor on any other project during his tenure. 
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wish to malign my integrity." 
 

The former governor said that throughout his four-year-ten 

ure, he ·made accountability his watchword. This was based 

on two pronged financial principles: no advance payment for 

mobilisation or any other pretensions that might facilitate cor 

ruption or kickbacks and that no variation of costs was enter- 
tained.                                      \ 

 

He said that in 2001, N1.5 billion worth of contracts  were 

awarded to four contractors for the construction of 11 minis 

terial complexes and another N900 million to L. “Dalberto for 

the Governor's Office ("Bola lge House") project. Two firms, 

Tunde Ogunniyi's Archy Konsult and Tropics Consult, headed 

by Lanre Oladeji produced  the building plans. Their efforts 

were complemented by firms of quantity surveyors  struc 

tural; mechanical and electrical engineering consultants. "All 

were selected through tender processes," the former gover 

nor submitted. 
 

To enhance the contract process, Akande approved the crea 

tion of an imprest  account, referred to as "Bill One" to be 

jointly managed by government, the. contractors and the con 

sultants, "without necessarily increasing the contract sum." 

Disbursement of fund
' 
s was managed by a site committee of 

consultants, contractors, representatives of the ministries of 

works and finance. The permanent  secretary, ministry  of 

finance was the accounting officer. With all these controls, 

Akande argues that it looked "improbable that anyone could 
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misappropriate the funds." For the two projects, Architect 

Tunde Ogunniyi of Archy Konsult boss, was the coordinating 

consultant. 
 

However, according to Olatoye, cracks which affect the project 

pace began to show among the consultants and the man 

behind this was Oladeji. It became clear that the conflict be 

tween Ogunniyi and Oladeji was over the management of Bill 

One account on the new governor's office, Olatoye, the per 

manent secretary, general service maintained. 
 

He argued further that while the Akande government's posi- 

.  tion was that a single account (Bill One Account) should be 

maintained for the project, but there was a problem associ 

ated with the release of a cheque into that account in 2002. 

The project management team (by default and without the 

approval of the Governor), created a new Bill One Account 

for the governor's office project. This new account was man 

aged by Tropics Consult. 
 

The 11 ministerial complexes were commissioned on Janu 

ary 16th and Bola lge House on March 24th 2003. While 

Archy Consult reportedly submitted a clean account for the 

ministerial complexes, Oladeji's Tropics Consult, which was 

in charge of Bola lge House, wanted contract cost varia 

tions. "I became uncomfortable, that the reports and the ac 

counts of the project had not been submitted to enable me 

tidy up my handing over reports on the project," Akande 

said. He added that reports reaching him was that the ac 

counts were in a muddle and the whole episode appeared 

"messy." 
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Akand.e argued that though he approved the contractor's 

claims to cover the original mess, payments were deferred 

for the further consideration of the new government. "I did so 

because the issue of account was necessary before varia 

tion in cost would be finalised. I can confidently say that the 

reports and the account of the Bola lge 
 

House were not ready nor placed before me up to the time I 

vacated the office of governor. .. and therefore I was not 

aware of any misappropriation." 
 

Chief Akande spoke with The NEWS on this controversy and 

other burning issues of the day. 

Why Ooni and Oyinlola Hate Me 
 

Chief Bisi Akande spoke to The NEWS about the allega 

tion of fraud against him and other issues. 
 

Q:  We read in the papers that you were summoned 

by the police over an alleged fraud. As observers, 

we are wondering why this is happening  at this 

time. What is actually happening? 
 

A: As a matter of fact, I cannot honestly pinpoint anything 

except that I know anybody with military background, I'm 

told, is always trained, first and foremost, in deceit. And I 

am also told that Kudirat Abiola was lured into a trap 

that killed her through the offices of some people. And I 

know how certain leaders like Babangida  or 

Obasanjo have been treating the country- say one 
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thing this year and next year, do another  thing. So 
 

because of that, he has been coming to me, asking of 

me for whatever. But I was very sceptical and I tried to 

keep the distance. In any case, we do not belong to 

the same age bracket. So there is no way we can be 

that close. But all along, I was very doubtful of the sin 

cerity of the frier1dship he was trying to court with me. 

I cannot say anything for certain that is responsible for 

this. 
 

Q:    Who is this man who reportedly confessed to the 

governor that he contributed to your re-election? 
 

A:  He is Lanre Oladeji, an architect from Tropics firm of 

architects. When the governor phoned and said some 

body was in his office to confess that he contributed 

N85 million towards my re-election, I was disturbed and 

I told him so. Because I did not even spent up to N20 

million for the election if I spend at all. And we have 

individuals who contributed. For example, Alhaji Arisekola 

contributed about N3 million. So many other people con 

tributed money. They never did any contract for Osun 

State but it's through their contributions that we raised 

money for the election. Honestly, I am afraid because I 

remember certain people were arrested for the death 

of Olagbaju. When they got to the Director of Public 

Prosecution, DPP, they discovered that no witnesses 

mentioned their names at all. And they said that they 

cannot charge anybody that is n6t indicted whatever 

 
134 



 

 

may have happened. So they ended up with four ac 

cused persons. And they filed a paper with the High 

Court that they wanted to try four persons. When this 

administration came, they said, as I was told, that they 

could get some of them either intimidated. or tried to 

implicate me. For that I uickly wrote to the Inspector 

General of Police with a copy for Afe Babalola's firm of 

lawyers. I did this because !,knew that they were trying 

to rope me into something  I knew nothing about. The 

permanent secretary met me sometime and said, can 

you please help us to talk to Oladeji, because he is not 

co-operating with this government. And I told them that 

I don't know him. If I wanted to talk to him, it would have 

been wnile in office. Now that I am' no longer in office, 

there is no way I could talk to him._ .And he said they 

had been advising him 'and that they wanted to use 

political settlement for him. I don't know what political 

solution means. A friend of mine, Ayo Afolabi, under 

took to talk to the man. He came back and told me that 

political solution means bribery and corruption. You will 

see that in the police explanation, they said I approved 

the variation. It is true I approved it but I didn't pay it. I 

said the variations should be left for the incoming ad 

ministration to pay. That is after the account of the to 

tality of the job would have been submitted. And I un 

derstood that when they came, they paid the variation. 

I approved, but they could disapprove when they came 

(which they have a right to do). What they would have 

done was to cancel my approval. Since I didn't pay, I 
 

135 



 

 
expected them not to have paid. But they paid because of 

the attraction for political solution. And now the police said 

that my offence is that I approved  it. I was elected to take 

decisions in government and decisions need approval or dis 

approval. I took an average of about 100 decisions  every 

day. Some of them would be right while some would be wrong. 

Since I am elected to take decisions, I don't think it is right to 

make that a criminal thing and then begin to harass me. And 

honestly I don't know their style. 
 

When the police phoned  me that I should come, I felt in 

sulted. Next to the governor, by protocol, in the state, I think I 

should be the person to be recognized. Maybe next to the 

deputy governor. So I should take a place before the com 

missioner of police. It is not the commissioner of police that 

invited me. It was not the deputy commissioner that invited 

me, it was one Assisted Commissioner of Police. And when 

he invited me, he invited me for what? He said for interroga 

tion. I felt a little unhappy about it. That was why I wrote the 

letter, which I wrote to this governor that I knew he must have 

been behind this. Otherwise, the position of governor should 

not have been so treated. And I reminded him that all of us 

would become ex-governors one day. So as a matter of fact, 

I can't pinpoinany particular reason  other than that they 

think my credibility  or prudence  or financial  management 

was too intimidating for them to match. And they want to 

rubbish it. That is what they want to do. And I know what they 

also wante.d to do is that before I have the opportunity to talk, 

they will take the matter to a magistrate  whom they would 
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have intimidated to do their bidding and they would 

read a charge. Probably, I would be allowed to say I 

am not guilty. The media would have carried their own 

story and I won't have the opportunity of saying my 

own. Because if at the stage I say anything it could be 

subjudice. I might then be charged for contempt of court. . 

They didn't know that I was going to write a letter. They 

w re expecting me to just come. They sent a message 

again that instead of Tuesday- today, I should come 

on Thursday. For them to begin to say that I escaped 

arrest is what I cannot explain. I live in my house. All 

the leaders of the state, particularly this man who in 

vited me, knows my house very well. The governor him 

self has been coming to the place and I live in my house. 

So how did they come about me being on the run? The 

thing that pains me is that the Nigeria police have be 

come agents of political blackmail. If Nigerian police 

can become agents of political blackmail, then we are 

in trouble indeed. 
 

Q:  Have the police approached you again 
 

A:  I stay in my house and I am waiting for them to come 

and do whatever they ask them to do. I will remain in 

my house. They may come and arrest me. I won't re 

sist arrest but I will stay in my house. They said they 

issued a warrant of arrest. Nothing was served on me. I 

left Lagos some three hours ago and since I arrived, 

there is no news that they have served anything on me 

except that I read it in the newspapers. 
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Q:  We want you to comment on the release of lyiola 

Omisore? 
 

A:      I will be happy if I can be excused  from commenting 

on the episode because it is like a wound in my mind 

that Bola lge has to die in that manner. 
 

Q:   But do you suspect any connection between the 

fellow's release and the fact that they are now hunt 

ing you? 
 

A:      Honestly, I don't know. What I know more is that the 

present administration in Osun State fuels that envy that 

runs in certain quarters in lle-lfe. So it is possible. 
 

Q:  The Ooni once called you a "mad dog." 
 

A:  I went to school in lle-lfe.  I didn't know much about 

mad dogs when I was young. I didn't know what mad 

dogs are. I started hearing about mad dogs in the pal 

ace of the Ooni of lfe when they opened  the cap of 

Chief Bola lge. So, Ooni of lfe should know what mad 

dogs mean and it is left for him to interpret because the 

idea started in his own palace. 
 

Q:   He seems to have passionate hatred for you. What 

is the cause of the enmity between you and him? 
 

A:      Oh! I don't know. Ooni thought he is the Ooni of Osun 

State. But I felt there are several kingdoms  in Osun 

State and that each of these kingdoms was supposed 

to have its own Oba. And I told him so. As a matter of 

fact, I expect each Oba to be most important  in his 
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home rather than around the table of any governor. In 

Yoruba tradition, the Obaship is an age-long feudal ar 

rangement. Governorship is a new thing. Any self-re 

specting Oba would behave like the Olu of Warrior the 

Oba of Benin who are hardly seen around offices court 

ing jobs or running after contracts. In the process, there 

is no  way you would not undermine  the interest of 

your subjects. And I felt that every Oba should allow 

himself to be useful in his kingdom. In your kingdom, 

you might probably have three to five local governments. 

You should be the father of each of these local govern 

ments to ensure that they run as expected. But to leave 

that behind and begin to dance round any governor is 

crude. It reduces the dignity of that institution. And I 

once told the Ooni of lfe and I reminded him that I, as 

the Secretary to the State Government, signed the let 

ter with which he was appointed the Ooni of lfe, I re 

member we were dealing with five Obas in the Old Oyo 

state:  The  Ooni,  Alafin,   Owa,  Orangun and  the 

Olubadan. And the council of Obas was made up of 

only 13 Obas. The moment we discussed with these 

five, they carried the message of government to the 13 

Obas who would then decide to execute the programmes 

among their people all over the state. When I was tak 

ing over as the governor of Osun State, a day before I 

came, an edict was signed into law, appointing 71 mem 

bers of the Council of Obas. Then I said to him, when 

we were in the old Oyo State, we regarded those five 
 
 

139 



 

 

as Orisa. But now that I have come to Osun State, the 

Orisa, the Aborisa and the animal we used to sacrifice 

to the Orisas are all eating together in the same place. I 

felt it was not right and I said it but in the end, he wrote 

a recommendation to me, to reduce the number to 20. 

He wrote and signed it. And that was exactly what I 

decided to do. They came to reverse that and reverted 

to about 76 members of the council of Obas. 
 

Q:  Do you think that the Ooni has a hand in your or 

deal? 
 

A:  Well, I wouldn't know what role the Ooni might play but 

I know of a fact that the biggest water project that Bola 

lge administration awarded in the old Oyo State, was 

fronted by the Ooni of lfe. It was awarded to Costain 

West Africa. It was the Ooni of lfe who spoke to us and 

we obliged him. But when I came to Osun State, there 

was an arrangement, an approv9l that a contractor from 

Austria would have to repair the same water project 

which Ooni did, maybe 20 years earlier, Ede/Osogbo 

water project, and it was to cost above $300 million. For 

the project which he did earlier or which he and Costain 

West Africa did earlier, Osun State was said to have 

borrowed £100 million by the time I came there as gov 

ernor. I told anybody that cared to listen that I didn't like 

borrowing  and that I would not borrow a kobo either 

internally or externally to discharge the function of gov 

ernment. This is because I know of a fact, it is debt that 
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ruined this country and it is still mounting in this coun 

try. As a state governor,  I felt that I should allow the 

state to contribute to the idea of reducing the Nigerian 

debt. If the money was ready, I don't know if I would 

have given the contract to the Austrian contractor. 
 

But for the Austrian contractor to come and repair the 

water project for which we borrowed  £126 million to 

install in 1982 or 83 with another £300 million at a time 

when we had not paid the £100 million, honestly I don't 

want to be a party to it. No matter how angry anybody 

might be, I don't want to be part of it. I told him and I 

wrote a letter to that effect. 
 

Q:  Let me take you back ... Do you feel safe.? 
 

A:  Don't you think it is better for the federal government to 

release Chief Omisore and put me in prison instead? In 

a country where anything goes, what do you see wrong 

in that? I, everyday expect that all of you who are doing 

well are likely going to be put in prison. Were some of 

you not put in prison before? In a situation in which 

Nigeria finds itself today, definitely, nobody should be 

thinking that he will not go to prison any time on trumped 

up charges, on some false allegations or any other thing. 

Go and ask the police themselves, they are not happy 

because they don't have authority like they used to have. 

Ordinary deployment of the police is being done by the 

politician let alone promotion and appointments. 

The professional police officers are not in control. If a 
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policeman does his job well in any area of the country, 

they will deal with him but if they don't do it well like they 

are doing to me in Osun State, being used as 

agents of PDP to malign my integrity, then they will get 

accolades so what do you think I should expect? It is 

part of the price that all of us are likely going to pay if 

we want to see Nigeria move forward. 
 

Q:   The IG is from the same local Government with 

you.... 
 

A: I am from the same village with him. 
 

Q:  Have you tried to reach him since you were de 

clared wanted? 
 

A:  I don't want to take advantage of him because the IG 

might as well be an lgbo man or an Hausa/Fulani man 

or from wherever. So I shouldn't take advantage of the 

Inspector-General of police only because  he is from 

my village. I have not said of it to him and I don't think I 

will ever say a word of it to him. But if by chance " l have 

the opportunity of talking with him, I will ask him to watch 

out at the way the Nigeria  Police under him is being 

used for nefarious activities. 
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THE CoMET 

'Oyinlola is on revenge mission for Omisore' 
Chief Lere Adebayo was the Commissioner  for Finance in the im 

mediate past administration of Chief Bisi Akande, in Osun State. He 

has been in the eye of the storm recently as he was accused of 

defrauding the state of several millions of naira. In this interview with 

Kolawole lgandan, the ex-commissioner noted that the government 

of Osun State, led by Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola, was only "witch 

hunting" him and the ex-governor. 
 

 
As the Commissioner for Finance  in the ex-governor, 

Chief Bisi Akande's administration, how would you react 

to the allegation of fraud levelled against you and the ex 

governor by the Osun State Government? 
 

Thank you very much. When we came into government, we 

called ourselves together and said we would run an open 

administration. We. also decided that the common man was 

going to be the focus of development. 
 

With that background, it became imperative that the govern 

ment we ran to be an open government that has nothing to 

hide. With that background also, all contracts awarded dur 

ing the period of the administration went through the State 

Tender Board and to cap it all, we put in place a system such 

that there won't be any variation in the cost of any contract 

awarded. Now the two major contracts we awarded were that 
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of Osun State Secretariat and Bola lge House and for that 

huge contract, there was no mobilisation for any of the con 

tractors. 
 

When the Bola lge House was completed, we warmed it for 

commissioning and then we left office and I must emphasise 

here, in respect of the payment of all contracts in Osun State, 

the Ministry of Finance did not pay any contractor  directly, 

the contract money was paid to the agency of that ministry 

and to make accountability our yardstick, my ministry  di 

rected all agencies  of government to go and open an ac 

count with any bank of their choice, the money was paid to 

the agency's account for onward payment to their contrac 

tors. 
 

So, in other words, the Bola lge House is the building hous 

ing the governor's  office and any money accruing to the 

contractor  is paid to the governor's  office. The governor's 

office has its own checks and balances. 
 

So, after we left office, I heard nothing about whatever hap 

pened after the commissioning of the edifice until 29th of 

March when Osun State Investigation and Intelligence  Bu 

reau (SIIB) in Osogbo invited me that one Lanre Oladeji, who 

was the architect of Bola lge House, said that he gave me 

N65 million through a third party for the prosecution of the 

ex-governor's re-election. I denied this, that I have nothing to 

do with anybody about money and I made statement to the 

Police and I relied absolutely on the statement I made to the 

Police.                          · 
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In other words, I am completely innocent of the allegation or 

accusation. It is just sheer blackmail and I have a consola 

tion in the Yoruba adage, which says "Bi o ba da ami si eyin 

adiye, ko Je mo lara (if you pour water on the back of a hen, 

lit would not stick). 
 

The government of Osun State specifically stated that the 

consultant, Mr. Lanre Oladeji said you were given money. 

lftow would you react to this? 
 

Until the 3rd of May this year, I had soft spot and personal 

respect for the present Governor of Osun State, I regarded 

him as a gentleman  but since that day, I have a different 

opinion. I based my opinion on this premises in relation to 

what happened at the SIIB, Osogbo on that day. 
 

I was invited with the former SSG, Engineer Sola Akinwumi 

and we insisted that those who accused us should come and 

confront us at the Police Station and we were told that Gover 

nor Oyinlola would be present also, but as we were sitting 

down at the ante-room of the boss of the SIIB, somebody 

just came and told me that "Chief we just want you to admit 

that you took money from the architect and that the matter 

would be settled". 
 

I was raging with anger but I kept my cool. At 2:00pm, why I 

remembered all these is because it is the worst times that I 

have ever experienced  in my life as a politician  and as a 

lawyer. Then Governor Oyinlola  came in and sat on the 

seat of the SIIB boss, he came in with his SSG and we 

sat down. Then the governor started to cajole us, saying 
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we are his brothers, the whole atmosphere was like a 

military guard room. He assailed us with stratagems just 

to beat us into  accepting his  plans  and he said  "My 

brother, just admit this; I know you used the money for 

re-election. Just admit and the matter would be over". 

He (Oyinlola) picked on the bank manager  of National 

Bank. Osogbo, and told him in our presence that if he did 

not confess that he gave money to us, he would see that 

he was sacked, the man did not budge and he threatened 

that the monthly statutory allocation of Osun State, which 

are being kept at the National Bank would be removed. 

He went further that "You, the bank manager, are from 

lnisha and I come from Okuku, I don't want to do any 

thing to suggest that I am antagonizing lnisha people". 

He further threatened to sack the bank manager if he did 

not confess. It was a sad situation. Then the governor left 

and we all left. What I just related to you, I am just being 

charitable, it is something that is very serious but I just painted 

it in a subtle manner. 
 

The Governor felt disappointed that he could not get what he 

wanted from me or Akinwumi, Having failed to get manufac 

tured evidence  to suit his purpose,  he resorted to embar 

rassment and blackmail because he has all the apparatus to 

embarrass us. He used the radio  and television. He raised 

one particular point which embarrassed me; he said he is 

taking us to 'his' court and that we shall be on trial in his 

court. 
 

Why  would you  think  the Governor is after  you. We 
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thought elections were over and you have retired 

quietly into your law practice? 
 

It is a pity; you don't know the politics of Osun State. The 

script being acted by our governor now is the handiwork of 

fifth columnists and you too know, I seriously believe that as 

soon as Otunba lyiola Omisore was released from prison, 

the revenge mission began. The ex-governor is lucky and 

some members  of his past executive are lucky too that we 

were not roped, into the late Honourable Olagbaju's trial. 
 

When that failed, they began to look for another avenue to 

tarnish our reputation. I know in his (Oyinlola) heart of hearts, 

that today, he must have regretted his world press confer 

ence, and I must say this that no condition is permanent and 

those who live in glass houses do not throw stones. 
 

You know the Alliance for Democracy (AD) as a party has 
I 

not fomented any trouble since he got into that office. It was 

a decision that we should give this man a chance. We we e 

rigged out of the election and our silence should not be mis 

construed.  It was deliberate  so as to see what he would 

achieve in four years so that the people can weigh us on the 

scale. That is why we have kept our cool. 
 

Now the Governor have spent a year in office and he 

is already receiving kudos for his first year. How would 

you assess the Osun State government? 
 

When we spent one year in office, we know what we had 

achieved. I think Oyinlola's cardinal achievement is to buy 
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tractors for local governments in Osun State. My local gov 

ernment at Atakunmosa, they have given us five tractors. I 

want to know which land the tractors will till. llesa West is an 

urban area, I want to know where the tractors would work. 

He has been arm-twisting the local governments to part with 

some of their monthly allocations.  Go and ask each of the 

local governments how much they contributed to the burial of 

Chief S.M. Afolabi. Go and do your investigation. 
 

With all these allegations of intimidation by the Governor 

to box you into submission,  have you considered  the 

court option. Are you going to sue the government? 
 

They have not reached the stage where we would consider 

going to court. Let them go to their own court first but I ap 

peal to the Governor, I understand he has a degree in law, 

and in closing his acclaimed  world conference, he said all 

he wants is justice and fairness. In all matters on grounds, I 

want him to uphold the dictum, fairness and justice, when 

ever the trial commences. 
 

What are the elders in the party doing to reconcile the 

two factional chairmen of the party, Alliance for Democ 

racy(AD)? 
 

We h'ave been making efforts to reconcile Senator Mojisoluwa 

Akinfenwa and Chief Bisi Akande. They are solid friends. I 

am a bit sentimental about the AD. The late Bola lge worked 

very hard to form the AD and they rigged us out. Why can't 

we think. Those who are involved are political families of Bola 

lge. 
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Very shortly, AD would come back on line, and we will take 

our leadership position in the South West. He (Oyinlola) wants 

to cash in on the fundamental disagreement I and Akinwumi 

had with Akande and the disagreement is just a storm in a 

tea cup.  But the PDP was trying to capitalise  on that by 

saying we should admit that the money was used for the re 

election of  Akande. This was ostensibly to further polarise us 

but they do not know our internal workings. 
 

With all the bickering in the AD" fold, what hope is 

left for the party? 
 

AD is the party of the masses, but the way elections are run 

in this country is appalling. There are some fundamentals, 

one, who controls the INEC, is it independent? Are the Po 

lice neutral? During the last election, the PDP drafted sol 

diers to my h0111etown and they said I must not come out until 

after the election while they had a field day. 
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THE COMET           Wednesday, August25, 2004 
 

It is hard to surpass Akande's 

achievements in Osun, says Ex-SSG 
Sola Akinwumi was the immediate past Osun State Secretary to the 

State Government. In this interview with Kolawole lgandan, he spoke on 

the allegation of fraud levelled against him and the former governor, 

Chief Akande 
 
 

 
You were the Secretary of the State Government during 

the tenure of the former governor, Chief Bisi Akande. 

How involved were you in the allegation of fraud levelled 

against Chief Akande and his Commissioner for Finance? 
 

I think my governor, Chief Bisi Akande has said it all and my 

good brother, Chief Lere Adebayo has spoken also on it. 

Both men have explained extensively on the issues relating to 

the so-called allegation of fraud levelled against us. 
 

I will not however wish to over flog the issue, but I will talk from 

my perspective  of the whole thing. It is very sad that such 

trump-up allegation could come at this time, I often ask my 

self that what cheap point is the governor, Prince Olagunsoye 

Oyinlola trying to score? What benefit is it to him to create 

an atmosphere of chaos in our state. 
 

One would have thought that his pre-occupation would be 

building  on the enviable  performance of Chief Akande in 

Osun State. 
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I feel satisfied and fulfilled that I was a part of that regime. 

Posterity would judge us. We have done what could have 

taken another administration two terms to do. 
 

I am saying all these because having come such a long way 

in putting smiles on the face of our people in Osun, we would 

not want to be cast in bad light. It would have been easy to 

write it off as one of the antics of the new administration to 

divert attention from what needs to be done in the state, but 

on a closer look, it seems, someone, somewhere and some- 

how is on a vendetta mission. 
 

Why they are choosing us, I don't know but I suspect that 

the game plan was drawn as soon as they took oath of of 

fice. They must have set their mind on how they wanted to 

go about it. 

Why I said vendetta is because I presume that they realised 

as soon as they got into office that this man called Akande 

has done everything there is to do in Osun. They must have 

been awed that there may be absolutely nothing gigantic or 

cost-intensive to do anymore. 
 

This must have brought out the anger in them and thus, they 

began looking for perceived loopholes to nail us. 

Since the creation of Osun State, the state never had it so 

good. Akande breathed life into the moribund state. For a 

man to have erected and commissioned the "Bola lge House" 

Secretariat as against the usual fashion of having the gover 

nor call a commissioner for certain clarification from miles 

apart, shows that the man meant to transform the state. 
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What  Akande has done in the state, nobody can surpass it 

in the next 20 yea'rs. There is no amount of orchestrated 

campaign that can rubbish our achievements in· the state. Go 
and do your independent investigation, our people know the 
truth. It is only unfortunate that the election turned out that 
way but we all knew what happened. The president once 
acknowledged the transparency of Akande.  He was at a 

time adjudged the most hard-working governor. Is that 
endorsement not enough? You can also imagine the 
quarters these encomiums were coming from. 

Why do you think that  the government of Prince 

Olagunsoye Oyinlola would want to cast you in bad light 

with the achievement of the former governor? 

Like I said earlier on, when they came in, there was nothing 

to do again, nothing to erect and we strongly felt the gover 

nor, Prince  Oyinlola  must  have  been intimidated by our 

achievements. 

That was how they got round to rubbish us but they got it all 

wrong because one would have expected them to do a thor 

ough homework before alleging that we engaged in fraudu 

lent practice. At the risk of sounding immodest, I would have 

thought that they knew the calibre of people they are dealing 

with. 

Why would a man who calls himself Lanre Oladeji come out 

to confess that he actually gave us money? What was he 

trying to prove? I am sure that everyone who is sound would 

see something fundamentally wrong in that allegation. 

Let's take for instance, you as an employee of The Comet, 



 

you collected N50,000 from your company and when you 

were asked how you spent the money, you said you gave me 

N20,000. For whatever reasons at all, your company The 

Comet has a responsibility to ensure accountability and you, 

who collected N50,000 must be prosecuted first, what con 

cerns your company with a third party? Did they give the 

money to you or me? 

Let's face it. This is a simple case of witch-hunting.  How 

does the allegation that somebody made affect us? He 

(Oladeji) is claiming he gave Bisi Akande money for re-elec 

tion, this is a blatant lie. There is no truth whatsoever in that. 

Nobody gave us any money. What has happened to the man 

(Oladeji) now? What is the government still doing? Why are 

they not prosecuting the said Oladeji? 

Does it not smack of mischief that someone would walk up to 

you and say he gave some people money for re-election? I 

thought the governor would have asked him if he was a mem 

ber of our party, the Alliance for Democracy (AD). I also 

presumed that the governor would ask him, (Oladeji) his in 

terest in the governor's re-election. 

How would a consultant who got the job not through the gov 

ernor directly now claim to be in the forefront of his cam 

paign? 

What I consider very astonishing is the fact that the gover 

nor is going the whole hog in his mission, or how do you 

explain a scenario where you have a governor being the 

complainant and a judge in his own case? As soon as he 

got to the SIIB in Osogbo where we were invited by their 
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boss, the governor made for the SIIB 's boss seat and 
he began cajoling us to accept that we indeed used the 
money for re-election, we were jolted and wondered why 
he (governor) would think we are idiots to admit to his 
trump-up charge. He was infuriated that we refused to 
do his bidding. We could not have done that because 
we did not even know what he was talking about. How 
can you ask someone to talk on what he knows nothing 
about? 

 

Chief Lere Adebayo has spoken on this, so, I would not like 

to over-flog the issue but I want to tell you that I stand by what 

my governor said in the letter he wrote to the new governor 

and I also associate myself with what Chief Lere Adebayo 

said and also the statement to the police at Osogbo. All they 

said represent my views on the so-called N126 million scam. 
 

How would you assess the present government in 

the state? 
 

All I  want to say is that they lack focus. They don't know 

what they are there for. They are dancing now and we will 

allow them to dance till 2007. They have not even started 

anything. They should go back to the drawing board and 

address the immediate problem in the state. It is not when 

you give motorcycle to secretaries of the party in the state 

and cars to local government chairmen of the party that you 

are addressing the problem. 
 

If you know Osun State very well, you will know that we do 

not need tractors. Sooner or later, the tractors would rot away. 

Where are the farms? Everywhere in Osun is almost urban 

ised. Is it lwo, lfe or llesha that they would give tractors to? 
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THE PuNcH                        Friday, July 16, 2001 
 

Akande: AD accuses Osun officials of 
demanding N75m bribe 

...Allegations diversionary - Govt 
 

Tunde Odesola, Osogbo 
 

 
 
 
 

A new twist was added to the controversy surrounding the 

allegations of financial impropriety levelled against the ad 

ministration of Osun State former Governor, Chief Bisi Akande, 

with the Alliance for Democracy accusing Akande's succes 

sor, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola, of demanding bribe from 

the consultant to the Government House project. 
 

The party said the allegations of impropriety would not have 

been made public by the Osun State Government if the con 

sultant, Mr. Lanre Oladeji, had yielded to the demand of N75 

miliion by top functionaries of the incumbent government. 
 

A statement by the state chapter of the party, on Thursday, 

alleged that, "leading members of the Osun State Govern 

ment requested for N50m; N15m and N1Om, respectively, 

from the consultant, " adding that the consultant had allegedly 

paid N15 million to a government top-notcher before the bub 

ble burst. 
 

Signed by the party's Publicity Secretary, Mr. Adejare Adebisi, 
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the statement warned that, "Akande must not die the way 

Chief Bola lge died after being exposed to virulent attack on 

his personality." 
 

Reacting to the statement by the AD, Oyinlola said the alle 

gations were diversionary and trivial, insisting that the former 

governor would be tried by a Magistrate Court in Osogbo. 
 

Oyinlola' s position was made known by his Media Assistant, 

Mr. Bamidele Salam, who said a clear case of financial im 

propriety was being turned into a political case. 
 

Salam said, "This is a matter of simple logic. They said some 

government officials demanded N75m from the consultant. 

Okay. 
 

"The question is: Did Chief Akande, Chief Sola Akinwunmi, 

who was the SSG and the finance commissioner then, Chief 

Lere Adebayo, write all these in their statements to the po 

lice? " This is a matter that started last year. The police records 

are there for anyone to see. The accused persons did not 

make these allegations since the case commenced last year. 

But now that they know the case is going to court, they have 

begin to play tricks. 

"Osun State Government is ready to see the case to the end" 

The Peoples Democratic Party, also on Thursday, urged" 

Oyinlola not to be bothered by the antics of Chief Bisi Akande" 

saying the party " is fully in support of Osun State Govern 

ment in the quest to retrieve the controversial N126 million 

contract sum". 
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THE  GUARDIAN               Saturday, ,July 17,2004 

 

OSUN AD, PDP Disagree on N126m 

Fraud 
 

 
 
 
 

The Osun State Alliance for Democracy (AD) and the ruling 

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) have differed over the al 

leged N127 million scam allegedly perpetrated during the ten 

ure of Chief Adebisi Akande as governor. 
 

To the AD, Akande should not die in the same way the wife of 

late Chief Moshood  Abiola, Kudirat and Chief Bola lge, former 

Attorney General of the Federation and Justice Minister, were 

killed. Both were shot dead by yet to be identified gunmen in 

Lagos and lbadan, Oyo State. 
 

But to the PDP, the money allegedly misappropriated during 

Akande's administration must be retrieved by Governor 

Olagunsoye Oyinlola as it belongs to the people of the state. 
 

The AD in a statement by the publicity secretary, Mr. Adebisi 

Adejare in Osogbo on Thursday explained that it (AD) was 

worried that the national factional chairman of the party might 

be consumed in the crisis. 
 

"Osun State AD wants to sound it loud and clear that Chief 

Bisi Akande must not die the way Alhaja Kudirat Abiola died 

then in Lagos, he must not die the way Chief Bola lge died 

after being exposed to virulent attack on his personality. A 
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word is enough for the wise", the party warned. 
 

According  to the party 'Governor  Oyinlola  has opened  a 

Pandora box and ignited a fire he can no more quench. He 

now realizes he is the person living in a glass house who 

relished in throwing stones in his desire to destroy the house. 

"There is no doubt that Governor Oyinlola' s advisers who 

pushed him this far want him destroyed to actualise  their 

desire of scuttling his ambition of becoming the PDP leader 

and gunning for a second term ticket when indeed he is yet 

to go halfway in his current tenure. 
 

"The position of Osun AD is to watch and compile the cata 

logue of Oyinlola' s ' lootomania' and see if they can deliver 

any dividend of democracy to the good people of Osun State 

or not. The Osun AD has discovered  that Oyinlola is just 

crying wolf where there is none. 
 

However, PDP in all 30 local councils in the state has ex 

pressed support for Oyinlola in his quest at retrieving the 

controversial money from Akande, if any. 

The party, which spoke through Mr. Sefiu Nafiu enjoined the 

governor not to be bothered nor be distracted by the "antics 

and current campaign of calumny embarked on by Akande. 
 

The party's position was contained in a statement in Osogbo 

on Thursday by the Press Secretary to the Governor, Mr. 

Kayode Oladeji. 
 

The PDP, he said, had noted that the present administration 

under the leadership  of Oyinlola needs the support of the 

people to ensure the realisation of the party's dream of lifting 

the state to a lofty height. 
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THE CoMET               Wednesday, July  28, 2004 
 

OSUN AD Warns Oyinlola against renaming 

of Bola lge House. 

...Osun to sue consultant to court 
 

 
 

The last may not have been heard about the controversial 

"Bola lge House" financial "scam", which the Osun State 

Government and former Governor Bisi  Akande are locked in 

stand-off. 

The state chapter of the Alliance for Democracy (AD) yes 

terday warned Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola against any 

attempt to rename the "Bola Jge House" erected by the AD 

government of Chief Akande. 
 

In a statement signed by the state Chairman  of AD, Chief 

Moshood Adeoti, the party urged Oyinlola to disregard the 

call by Mr. Peter Ade-Ajayi, the Special Adviser to the gover 

nor on Labour Matters to rename  the complex  "Workers 

House". 
 

This orchestrated  campaign  for the renaming  of Bola lge 

House is nothing but a manifestation  of the grand design 

nurtured by the Oyinlola administration since June 2003, he 

said. 
 

"Osun Workers should not be fooled that this administration is 

serving their interest in any form whatsoever. Whatever they 

might have gained through the removal of the controversial 
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deduction/wages concession  during our era is today col 

lected back through the exorbitant tax regime currently in 

place: Examples are workers whose total wages concession/ 

deduction then was about N1,700.00 monthly and pays a 

monthly tax of N1,100.00 but who now has the concession 

reverted but pays taxes of over N1,400.00  monthly. Who 

then is fooling whom? He asked. 
 

On whether the state government had opted for a political 

solution on the alleged N126 million scam, AD said that it was 

not prepared for any political resolution. 
 

Fielding questions from reporters in Osogbo yesterday, shortly 

after declaring open a-two-day sensitisation workshop to mark 

this year's World Population Day, Commissioner for Finance 

and Economic Development, Alhaji Tajudeen Oladipo said 

that the matter was beyond what could be solved politically. 
 

According to him, the state government  has completed its 

findings on the alleged scam and would soon sue the con 

sultant architect, Mr. Lanre Oladeji, to a law court in the state. 
 

He said: "The matter is beyond finding political resolution. It 

is a legal matter and by the time the consultant is arraigned 

in court, he would tell the whole world what he knew about the 

fraud and the principal characters involved" 
 

"We did not blow the scam open. It was Chief Bisi Akande 

that started it by speaking to the press. We are not going to 

join issues with anybody on this case. Let the law take its 

appropriate course" 
 

 
162 



 

THE PuNcH                  Wednesday, July  28, 2004 
 

'No political solution to alleged fi 

nancial scam against Akande' Tunde 

Odesola, Osogbo. 
 
 
 

 
Insinuations  that a political solution has been found to the 

allegation of financial impropriety levelled against the admin 

istration of former Osun State Governor, Chief BisiAkande, 

has been debunked by the state government. 
 

Speaking in an interview with newsmen in Osogbo on Tues 

day, the commissioner for Finance, Alhaji Tajudeen Oladipo, 

said the state government was finalising arrangements to 

charge indicted officials to court. 
 

He said, "No, there is no political solution to the case. How 

can you wish a political solution at this stage when the former 

governor himself was the person that blew the lid on the is 

sue? He was the one who made it a public affair. 
 

"The only political solution is for the money to be refunded. 

Osun State. is not shifting ground on the issue. The public are 

now interested in the case. They will want to know what comes 

out of it. 
 

"The consultant will be taken to court soonest. He will explain 

all he knows about the issue. Finishing touches are being put 
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in place by the government." 
 

Reacting, the Alliance for Democracy, Osun State reiterated 

its stance that Akande would  not be tried in a magistrate's 

court, adding that the former governor  should he tried in a 

high court or the Independent Corrupt Practise Commission. 
 

Publicity Secretary of the AD in the state, Mr. Sunday 

Akere, faulted the choice of a magistrate's court for the trial, 

adding that the former governor and members of his 

cabinet were not afraid of the trial. 
 

According to him, "Chief Bisi Akande and members of his 

cabinet  are not, to say the least, scared of the trial. What 

should they be afraid of? Let the trial commence and we 

shall see who is saying the truth and who is not. 
 

"We, however, do not want the trial to be done by a magis 

trate's court; we have no confidence in the state judiciary. 

The state judiciary is an appendage of the state government." 
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THE PuNCH                                  Friday, July 30,2004 

Akande's travail meant to pave way 

for Oyinlola in 2007' 
Tunde Odesola, Osogbo. 

 
 
 
 

The Alliance for Democracy has said the ambition of Osu!n 

State Governor, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola, to contest gu 

bernatorial elections in 2007 is the reason behind the allega 

tion of financial misappropriation levelled against the former 

governor of the state,·Chief Bisi Akande. 
 

Speaking in an exclusive interview with our correspondent in 

Osogbo on Thursday, the Publicity Secretary  of the pan 

Yoruba socio-political group, Afenifere, Chief DayoAdeyeye, 

said Oyinlola's ambition to contest and win the 2007 guber 

natorial election in the state was the motive behind the alle 

gation. 
 

He said, "Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola is in perpetual feer 

f the achievements of Chief BisiAkande. With meagre re 

sources, Chief Akande achieved monumental results in Osun 

State. 
 

"The Bola lge House he built with N800 million is a master 

piece. It is the best in the country for any government office. 

Oyinlola. has not been able to achieve anything si.nce he 

assumed office. This fact is haunting him and he wants to 
 

165 



 

 

 

destroy the legacies left behind by Akande. 
 

"He is nursing the ambition  to come back in 2007 and he 

feels that the people would compare him with Akande. It is a 

most unfortunate way to reason. 
 

"What has Oyinlola done in Osun State with the billions of , 

naira he collects from the Federal Government? He has only 

settled the godfathers and hangers-on, who brought him to 

power." Adeyeye said Oyinlola had given out all manners of 

gifts to his party leaders across the states, thereby, wasting 

the tax payers' money. 
 

, According to him, "The people of Osun know the truth; that 

the present political setup in the state is a charade and would 

leave no leg cy for posterity. What moral pedestal does 

Oyinlola have when he cried foul when a chieftain of the 

party was to be tried by the ICPC for corrupt practice? 

Akande's Image and achievements remained untainted." 
 

The commissioner for finance, Alhaji Tajudeen Oladipo, on 

Tuesday, in Osogbo, said the state government would soon 

prefer charges against the former governor and other in 

dicted officials, insisting that Akande would be tried in a mag- 

. istrate's court. 
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THE COMET Thursday August5,2004 

Alleged N126m scam: Osun AD 

defends Akande 
By Emmanuel Oladesu 

 
 
 
 

The Osun State chapter of the Alliance for Democracy (AD) 

has risen in defence of former Governor Bisi Akande over 

the allegation of financial impropriety levelled against him by 

his successor in office, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola. 
 

Describing the charge as an insult to Akande and integrity of 

the party, the party also said there was no iota of truth in the 

government's statement that the former chief executive and 

his aides were engaged in sharp practices while in office. 
 

Osun State AD chairman, Alhaji Olalekan Adeoti said in La 

gos recently that Akande was an honest, transparent and 

highly accountable politician, pointing out that Governor 

Oyinlola only concerted a tissue of lies to soil his good name. 
 

The party chairman who conceded to Oyinlola administra 

tion the right to initiate probe into the activities of his pred 

ecessor however queried why it had taken so long for the 

 
government to make up its mind.

 

To him, the proposed probe of Akande tenure was motivated 

by a hidden agenda, adding the governor was mooting the 
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idea to bring down his superior whose achievement and fi- 

nancial management have remained the parameters for as 

sessing his successor. 
 

Adeoti  said while AD has no objection  to the probe  of its 

members who served in the previous administration, the ex 

ercise should be done in a free and fair manner. He took a 

swipe at Osun State Government and the police for declaring 

Akande wanted when the former chief executive was within 
I 

the reach of the law enforcement agents. 
 

According to him, Akande was,inside his residence at lbadan, 

Oyo State capital when he was declared wanted by the po 

lice which insinuated that he was on the run. 
 

 
Adeoti believed the warrant  of arrest issued by the police 

   was an exercise in futility because the police only preferred 

to chase  shadows  by turning their back at Akande's  resi 

dence only to turn around to malign his reputation. 
 

He reasoned that Akande's problem with the Osun State Gov 

ernment may not be unconnected with his persistent attack 

on Obasanjo administration which he had accused of per 

formi.ng below the expectations of Nigerians. 
 

"To rubbish his name, they want to link him up with some 

thing. He built a gigantic building for about N1 billion  and 

estate valuers have valued it to be more than N3 billion, and 

you are saying that out of the money, he took N126 million 

to fund his own· re-election campaign. 
 

"By the tie we were preparing for the election, I was chairman 
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of a local government. There is no iota of truth in that state 

ment. I did not donate towards his re-election. He did not 

demand for money from council  chairmen either, so, they 

are telling lies", Adeoti fumed. 
 

The AD chairman compared Akande and Oyinlola adminis 

trations with a conclusion that a heavy dosage of responsi 

bilities rested on Akande who inherited problems left behind 

by successive military regimes unlike Oyinlola who succeeded 

one of the best civilian governors in the country. 
 

He pointed out that while Chief Bisi Akande started from· the 

scratch, Oyinlola was afforded the opportunity to build on the 

firm foundation erected by his predecessor. 
 

Adeoti commended party faithful for maintaining an abiding 

interest in the party despite attempts to kill the party by the 

Peoples Democratic Pa-rty (PDP) which forcefully stole its 

(AD) mandate at the polls. 
 

He recalled that AD was set to win 21 local councils in the 

last local council elections before the victory was hijacked by 

the PDP government through massive rigging. 
 

Adeoti sounded a note of warning to the rival PDP, saying 

that the people of Osun State will not tolerate the pattern of 

electoral malpractices in 2007. 
 

He regretted the leadership tussle rocking the party at the 

national level, although he hailed the maturity of members of 

Osun AD who have not allowed the crises at the national level 

to divide their rank and file. 
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"Although the two of them (Akande and Akinfenwa) are from 

Osun State, we have not allowed that to polarise the party. 

We have been working as brothers and sisters." 
 

Adeoti supported the call for a new convention to resolve the 

current logjam, saying that any factional chairman who be 

lieve he was popular should muster the courage to re-contest 

during the convention. 
 

He also aligned with Afenifere's  reasons that the crisis can 

be resolved if the supporters of the feuding AD leaders were 

carried along in the reconciliation efforts. 
 

According to him, the leadership crisis would not have reared 

its head if the national executive had given the Osun branch 

the nod to nominate a single candidate for the national chair 

manship. 
 

He blamed the PDP for its meddlesomeness in the affairs of 

the party which threatened to wipe it out of existence, espe 

cially in the South-West. 
 

 
 
 

· 
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THE PuNcH               Monday, September 20, 2004 
 

Akande  will  be tried  for alleged  fraud 
 

-Speaker 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Speaker of Osun State House for Assembly, Chief  Adejare 

Bello, has insisted that former governor of the state, Chief 

Bisi Akande should be tried for the allegations of fraud made 

against his government. 
 

This is contrary to speculations that the matter has 

been settled out of court. Speaking in an exclusive 

interview with the Punch correspondent on Sunday, 

Bello said [Akande had not shown remorse over the 

alleged inflation of contract, adding that it was wrong 

to forgive him when he had not admitted guilt. 
 

Bello said he who sought equity must come with clean hands, 

adding that ad.mittance of guilt must come before pardon. 
 

He said, 'I am not the governor but the last time I heard him 

on the issue, he did not sound as though he doesn't want to 

pursue the case again. When we talk about pardon, we must 

find someone guilty first. I think as the case has been made 

a public issue by Chief Akande, the people deserve the right 

to know what happens next. 
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"The attitude of Chief Akande over the issue leaves so 

-   much to be desired. How can there be an out of court 

settlement when the governor was called a liar? Natu 

rally, the governor would not take that. 
 

"The governor would like to show the world who is lying 

and who is not. Remember, the governor is also a law 

yer, who knows the pertinence of the rule of law". 
 

A national newspaper (not the PUNCH) had reported last 

week that the state government and Akande might be on the 

verge of evolving an out of court settlement over the allega 

tion, following  the intervention of some powerful forces in 

Abuja. Akande, who said he was innocent  of the charges, 

said he was being politically victimized by the Oyinlola ad 

ministration. 
 

Addressing a news conference last July, Oyinlola had said 

the Akande administration was guilty of misappropriating N126 

million  meant for the construction of the Bola lge House, 

adding that the consultant, who was contracted to execute 

the contract, indicted the former governor and some mem 

bers of his cabinet of ·contract inflation. 
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Rational  Questions 
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Sunday Punch                   Sunday, July 11, 2004 

Sunday Politics 
 

Akande on Trial 
Bamidele Adebayo, Kunle Owolabi and Adetoun Mabo 

 
 
 
 
 

For the National Chairman  of the Alliance for Democracy 

(AD), Chief Bisi Akande, these are, indeed, hard times. 

Last week, the former Osun State Governor was subjected to 

what he termed an "embarrassment" as the newspapers 

were awash with reports that the Police had declared him 

wanted. What was his offence? He is accused of being 

involved in a N180 million fraud in respect of contracts 

related to the Bola lge House- the Government House he 

built while he was the Chief Executive Officer of Osun State 

between 1999-2003. 
 

Ironically, Bola lge House is one of the significant achieve 

ments of Akande's tenure as governor. Ready references 

are made to this structure each and every time his support 

ers enumerated his achievements. In fact, among the Peo 

ples Democratic Party (PDP) elements, there was this shock 

at Akande's loss of re-election, because of the man's gigan 

tic achievements during his tenure. So dumbfounded were 

many of the PDP members that one of the chieftains  de 

clared even publicly that he was surprised  that Governor 

                      Plagunsoye Oyinlola defeatedAkande at the polls. 
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Akande, in his initial reaction to the new scenario, said he 

suspected a deliberate and calculated attempt to tarnish his 

image and nothing more. He expressed this much in an open 

letter to Oyinlola, whom he believed must have probably been 

behind his current travail. In the letter, dated July 5, 2004, 

Akande said he could reach a conclusion that Oyinlola was 

behind the witch-hunting by the Police. The letter read, inter 

alia. "I want to believe  that you are not unaware  that the 

Police authorities in Osun State invited me a few days ago to 

show up in their station for interrogation on this issue. This 

"invitation" coming so soon after the lead story of a national 

daily of Wednesday June 30, 2004, entitled: "Ex-Gov in 180 

million fraud," has confirmed my belief that while the hand 

may be that of Esau, the voice is that of Jacob. 
 

"In essence, I can safely conclude  that you are behind all 

these recent orchestrated attempts to tarnish my reputation 

and bring me to ridicule simply to portray me in bad light to 

the public" 
 

Akande also recalled that in February this year, Oyinlola had 

phoned to inform him that one Lanre Oladeji told him (Oyinlola) 

that he had contributed N85m million towards Akande's re 

election in 2003. But Akande  averred that he refuted that 

allegation and "warned you to desist from giving access to 

dubious characters, who wish to malign my integrity" 
 

That counsel failed to yield positive result. The aftermath of 

this is, according to the ex-governor, a constant harassment 

of himself, his former commissioner for finance and the former 
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Secretary to the State Government (SSG), Chiefs  Lere 

Adebayo and Sola Akinwumi an engineer, respectively. 
 

Akande, in his staunch defence, opined that the manner in 

which the financing of his administration's projects were han 

dled made it extremely 'difficult, if not impossible" for any 

office holder to engage in any sharp practices. 
 

This is not the first time the ex-governor would be dragged 

into such murky waters of instituted malfeasance. Earlier in 

the year, there was a report that the Independent Corrupt 

Practices and Other Miscellaneous Offences Commission 

(ICPC) had invited Akande over an alleged bribery scandal. 

He was alleged to have received N1.2 billion as gratification 

on a certain road project. The governor, however, refuted the 

claim, saying all contracts awarded by his administration were 

duly executed and paid for. He had explained that the road 

contracts in question were either handled by the State Minis 

try of Works and Transport through direct labour or by th:e 

Army Engineers at Ede. "No project, road or any other con 

tract worth up to N1 billion was awarded to a single contrac 

tor under my administration," Akande averred. 
 

But as the matter stands, Akande's defence seems to be a 

beggar's explanation. Somehow, somewhere, he suspects 

that he must have offended a 'political god', who is bent on 

punishing him. 
 

He expressed something close to this when he told Oyinlola 

thus: "I note, with special interest, that the publication in the 

national daily stated that the ex-governor in question "is known 
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for his acidic criticisms  of President Olusegun  Obasanjo. 

With this and subsequent developments, I am now 

convinced beyond reasonable doubt that some people are 

determined to bring me into disrepute in the public eye." 
 

Akande ought to be disquiet about his current predicament. 

He may have also been fighting a hydra-headed battle, the 

end of which he could not predict. Though his acerbic criti 

cism of the PDP government may be the root cause of his 

problem, a cursory look needs to be directed at certain cov 

ertly causes. Akande's criticism of Obasanjo's government 

started as far back as 1999, when the President unilaterally 

increased worker salaries across the nation. The lla-Orangun 

born politician  was quick to raise his voice against  a per 

ceived 'coup' against the state governments. His argument 

then was that some young states, his own Osun State in 

cluded, were poor and could hardly afford to pay what the 

Federal Government fixed as the minimum wages. His re 

fusal to pay the minimum wage had put him on a collision 

course with Labour in Osun State. In fact, political pundits 

believed that the effect of his face-off with Labour was one of 

the contributory factors to his defeat in Osun State. 
 

More than this, Akande was in the tradition of taking PDP 

government to the cleaners  any day he had the chance to 

talk. His grouse almost always borders on Federal Govern 

ment's (PDP's)  financial profligacy. A source close to the 

· embattled ex-governor told Sunday Punch that Akande's tra 

vail, coming  on the heels  of the  release  of Chief  lyiola 



 

 

 

Omisore, his estranged deputy, may not be a mere coinci 

dence. 
 

He said: "Omisore is suspected to be fanning the embers 

of Akande-must-be-probed saga. When the case was un 

earthed, the allegation of corruption was levelled against 

the then commissioner for finance and the secretary to 
the state government. But Omisore had argued that the 

offence was committed under Akande's tenure, so he 

could not be exonerated from the alleged crime. Those 

who know the kind of influence Omisore had on the PDP, 

you just need to add two plus two to get an answer". 
 

The source said further that at the federal level, Akande is 

not liked because he had in 2003 rejected a ministerial offer, 

and that he has been a staunch critic of the present adminis 

tration. 
 

"After the capturing of the South-West during the last gen 

eral election, the PDP wanted Akande to feature in the new 

federal cabinet because of his credible performance in Osun 

State. When Akande was contacted, he rejected the ministe 

rial offer. This appeared to be a mark of disrespect and af 

front to Aso Rock. The PDP thinks this is the best time to take 

a pound of flesh from Akande". 
 

The national Director of Publicity, Research and Statistics of 

the Alliance for Democracy (AD), Prince Dayo Adeyeye, 

told Sunday Punch in an interview, that it was an irony that 

Akande, who was singled out for commendation as a cred 

ible former governor by President Olusegun Obasanjo, had 
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become the target of attack by the PDP government in Osun 

State. 
 

He said: "If any former governor would be asked questions 

on matters of financial impropriety, it is not Akande, His per 

formance in Osun State stood out despite the lean resources 

available to his government". 
 

Meanwhile, at a world press conference on Thursday, Gov 

ernor Oyinlola put a curse on himself if he was attempting to 

run down Akande when his government said the man re 

vered for his probity actually stole government money. To 

buttress his view, Oyinlola told the world that the consultant 

that handled  the project, one Mr. Lanre Oladeji had con 

fessed to the police that the Akande administration awarded 

bogus contracts in order to source money for the prosecu 

tion of the last election. 
 

Oyinlola said: 'We had all these damning revelations about 

my brother, Chief Bisi Akande, since November last year 

and I gave him the opportunity to return the state's money 

but no, he would not and instead, he ran to the press. He 

(Akande) said he should be charged to the ICPC; we are 

not going to do that. It is Osun State's money that he had 

misappropriated and he would be tried at a Magistrate 

Court here in Osun. Justice shall take its full course." 
 

It baffles many watchers of the turn of events in Osun State, 

why the governor would prefer a magistrate court to handle 

this issue of corruption, instead of the ICPC, which is one 

agency set up by the PDP administration to tackle corruption 
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in the political circle. With the impression that courts in the 

states are usually subservient to the whims and caprices of 

the government in power, would Akande had confidence in 

the system enough to accept to be tried in such a court? 
 

It's likely going to be the beginning of a turbulent era for the 

AD chieftain. His fate now lies between a legal and a political 

solution. How he would wriggle himself out of this jigsaw is 

difficult to predict. 
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DAILY  INDEPENDENT      Tuesday, July  13, 2004. 

Politics Political Pulsations 

Before Oyinlola Begins The Probe 
 

 
 

Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola of Osun State last week went 

ahead with what observers have thought would be a forgotten 

issue by now. He variously described his processor, Chief 

Bisi Akande, as a fraud and liar, vowing to go ahead with the 

probe of the N127 million-contract scam in the construction 

of the Bola lge Secretariat Complex. 

When the People's Democratic Party (PDP) hurricane blew 

across the South West during the last year's general elec 

tions by winning five of the six states, the new governors on 

resumption of office had indicated their intention of looking 

at the account books of the former governors. They ostensi 

bly changed their minds given the mood of the populace, 

which from all indications does not favour that kind of exer 

cise. 

Beyond this, it was gathered that the governors were advised 

by their political leaders to soft-pedal in their approach, as it 

could  be construed  as a sort of vengeance. To the PDP 

elders, therefore, that kind of action would be counter-pro 

ductive at the end. 

But one year has gone and a lot of things have happened in the 

political scene. New alliances have been formed and the state's 

chief executive appeared to have mastered the art of govern 

ance,  hence,  the renewed  vigour  and audacity  to open 
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the account books and ask some questions. Before now, the 

government of Ondo State has not hidden its disposition to 

probe the former Governor, Chief Adebayo Adefarati, although 

it has come to say it is a mere questioning and not really a 

probe. 

It would however be difficult for Oyinlola to convince 

watchers of the state politics that the current attempt of 

probity is not to settle score with a man who become a 

measuring rod for the performance of governors in the 

region. In contrast to what normally befalls office holders in 

this clime, the reputation of Akande since his exit from office 

has been on upward swing. And that is why even without 

benefit of the doubt, a number of prominent lawyers have 

indicated their interest to be on Akande's side of the ring. 

But the sudden turn of events has thrown up some per 

tinent question: Why did Oyinlola wait for the death of Chief 

Sunday Afolabi, whom many said, would have advised against 

it? And why has the governor suddenly realised that the state 

money was missing when his deputy has sometime last year 

openly commended Akande for building the secretariat? 

Not a few people will  take it that the probe has a 

linkage with the recent acquittal of Senator lyiola Omisore, an 

arch adversary of Akande, over the brutal murder of the 

late Bola lge, Akande's friend, whose death will re main a 

pain in the neck of the Yoruba for long. Oyinlola has 

however denied that the probe has any political under 

tone. As an AD's gladiator, Akande's case may as well force 

a re-opening of "no bitumen" saga in Lagos during Oyinlola's 

tenure as the military administrator. 
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DAILY  CHAMPION            Thursday, July 15,2004 

Beyond Oyinlola's sanctimonious 
campaign 

Feyi Smith 
 

 
 
 
 

I had always thought that the devil, "or anything that is evil or 

bad, is black. That had since changed with my contact with 

John Webster's "The White Devil". 
 

Much more intriguing and beyond Webster's classification 

of the devil is his classic  character  portrait of an average 

politician. "A politician" he says "indicates a canon". 

Wheresoever he comes to do mischief, he comes with his 

backside towards you". 
 

So on- the surface, the current face-off between Prince 

Olagunsoye Oyinlola, the executive governor of Osun State 

and his immediate predecessor, Chief Bisi Akande, may not 

have stereotype of politicians as painted, but then, there have 

been some loose canons flying in all directions, whatever the 

motives, in Osun State. 
 

Given the solid background of the two actors, one expects 

that rancour and bickering  should find them as unwanted 

accomplices but then the murky waters of politics is guided 

by different  rules. Some decent, some not so decent but 

skewed towards maximisation of political advantage. 
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In the on-going controversy, however Prince Oyinlola comes 

out smelling like a rose in the face-off between him and his 

predecessor, Chief Bisi Akande whom he accused of fraud 

totaling N127million. 
 

Oyinlola fired the first salvo at a press conference in Osogbo, 

accusing  Akande of misappropriating the sum in the new 

Secretariat/Governor's office project. He accused Akande 

of being economical with the truth even as he informed that 

he was not out to witch-hunt the erstwhile governor but moti 

vated by the ideal of accountability in governance and the 

need to recover state funds. He noted that he had even tried 

underground to get those close toAkande to work on him to 

refund the said money without success. 
 

Oyinlola, quoting one Lanre Oladeji, alleged that of the 

amount, N85 million was contributed to the Alliance for De 

mocracy (AD) campaign in the last election in the state. 
 

Chief Akande in dismissing the charges, accused Oyinlola 

of an attempt to tarnish his image, adding "I have had the 

opportunity of explaining to you and your commissioner for 

finance, the procedures adopted in the financing of the project 

which makes it impossible for any political office holder to 

commit fraud with our system of business financing". 
 

These he chronicled as the elimination of payment of mobili 

sation or any other pretensions that might facilitate corrup 

tion or "kick-backs and secondly, non-payment of variation 

on any project. 
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Chief Akande, however, was to admit in his statement to the 

police, that pressures were mounted on his government by 

the contractors and the consultants for a variation  of the 

contract even though that three weeks to the expiration of his 

tenure, he was "uncomfortable that the full report of the project 

had not been submitted in spite of "his insistence". 
 

So, Akande finally caved in, approved the contractors claims 

(including  the variations) while deferring "payment for the 

further consideration of the incoming government." 
 

But as things were, Chief Akande seem to have invited trou 

ble for himself and lent himself to whatever mud Oyinlola is 

hauling at him. His story would probably have been different 

today if he had refrained from approving the variation, par 

ticularly when he did not have benefit of a full disclosure as 

he claimed. Equally questionable is his defence that he left 

the incoming administration to sort out the issue of payment 

or otherwise. After all, by his approval, he had invariably com 

mitted the state. Why the haste? 
 

But then, couldn't Akande have acted with the best of inten 

tion? Afterall, Akande is being•:called to question in respect 

of only one project, out of over 500 that he executed during 

his tenure as governor. Who is infallible? But even as at that, 

Akande's indiscretion paled into insignificance by Governor 

Oyinlola's timing of the current onslaught. His pronounce 

ments are equally suspect. Coming barely two weeks after 

Otunba lyiola Omisore was discharged and acquitted by Jus 

tice Sanda over alleged conspiracy in the murder of Chief 

Bola lge, after whom the now controversial governor's office 
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was named,  it was impolitic  of Oyinlola  to have rushed so 

soon, into the battle with Akande. More so, he could rightly or 

wrongly, be trying to avenge the purported wrong done to his 

party man, Omisore. 
 

A more calculating strategist would have been able to gauge 

the level of resentment and revulsion particularly in the South 

West towards the centre and the controlling  party, over de 

liberate mishandling of Bola lge's trial. Not necessarily that 

anybody is accusing Omisore of being the devil, but that the 

processes that led to his acquittal were not so transparent. 
 

Though Oyinlola had labelled Akande as a pathological lair 

but we would also have wanted to be told whether Akande 

lied when he claimed that in approving the variation, he left 

the actual payment to the incoming administration. Did Akande 

effect payment  for the variation?  If Akande authorised no 

payment, the N127 million fraud that he is being accused of, 

was it paid before  he left office? Or is the so called fraud 

arising from the outstanding balance due to the contractor? 

How much is due to the contractor and has Oyinlola's admin 

istration settled the outstanding, either in part or in full? We 

need to know and the state government owes the public more 

explanation in the spirit of public accountability and in order 

for the people to come to an informed  conclusion in this 

matter. 
 

In the interim, Oyinlola insistence  to pursue  the Akande's 

case "from the Magistrate's Court" suggests vendetta and 

witch-hunting. 

 
186 



 

 

"We will start from the Magistrate's Court in the state and not 

the ICPC because it is the state money that is missing", he 

was quoted as saying. Why Magistrate Court, for charges 

as weighty as this? Is the prosecution pressing for holden 

charge, having not fully completed its investigation? If it has 

not, why did the government rush to the press? 
 

Arraigning Akande before the Magistrate Court as Oyinlola 

plans to start with, could only confirm that the police have not 

thoroughly investigated the matter and needed time to fully  

sort  themselves out. If that were so, on what basis did 

Oyinlola pronounce Akande's guilt? Even if he has all the 

evidences, can Oyinlola be a judge in his case as he is 

currently doing? His unguarded pronouncements tend to 

confirm Akande's charges of witch-hunting and attempt 

to use the police to "bamboozle" him, hence Akande's 

preference for arraignment before the ICPC if the governor 

feels he has a case. 
 
One recalls how the Oyinlola's administration barely three 

months into office accused Akande's administration of lav 

ishing N87 million on dilapidated useless water rigs, only to 

turn round soon after to embrace the scheme which was to 

enhance water supply in the state. Could the alleged N127 

million fraud be another hoax? 
 

The on-going controversy signals the final battle between PDP 

and AD for the South-West, one expects more of it particu 

larly in Ekiti, Ondo and perhaps Oyo State as Senator 

Rasheed Ladoja and his political father, Alhaji  Adedibu mend 
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fences. But for the self-destruction of AD in Ogun State and 

lack of strong opposition, this area would have been another 

attle ground before now. 
 

Who wins, Oyinlola or Akande? This will no doubt  be an 

interesting political battle but whatever Oyinlola does, he should 

not forget that Bola Tinubu holds Akande in high esteem, 

and having passed through the Alausa oval office, I hope 

Tinubu won't start digging, just to pay back Oyinlola in his 

own coin. I hope. 
 

I rest my case. C-0-U-R-T! 
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TELL July 19, 2004 

Tango in Osun 
The romance between Osun State governor, 0lagunsoye 
Oyinlola, and his predecessor, Bisi Akande, turns sour as 
the latter accuses the governor of being the mastermind 

of a smear campaign to rubbish his reputation. 

By Mikail Mumuni 
 

 
 
 
 

The relationship between Olagunsoye Oyinlola, Osun State 

governor and Bisi Akande was hailed nationwide as worthy 

of emulation by defeated governors and the incumbents who 

were yet to put the acrimonies of the 2003 governorship 

elections behind them. Today, however, that accord is frac 

tured as the state government is believed to be behind the 

recent arrest warrant issued by the Osun State Police Com 

mand against Akande, currently a factional national chair 

man of Alliance for Democracy, AD, over an alleged N126 

million fraud when he was in power. For more effect, the 

police said he was on the run, a claim he dismissed immedi 

ately at his lbadan, Oyo State residence as mischief. 
 

For a politician who is acknowledged by friends and foes 

alike as being transparent in a country where corruption has 

almost become a way of life, the pains of Akande are deep 

and he is accusing Oyinlola of scheming to drag his name 

through the mire. The former governor, in his defence, said 

his current travails began on Monday, February 23, when he 
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received a phone call from Oyinlola to inform him that one 

Lanre Oladeji was in his office to 'confess'  that he contrib 

uted N85 million towards his re-election as governor in the 

April election of 2003. Akande says he not only denied the 

allegation but pleaded with Oyinlola "to desist from giving 

access to dubious characters who wish to malign my integ 

rity" 
 

Oladeji is an official of Tropics Consult Limited, one of the 

firms of architects  that designed  and supervised the con 

struction of the Governor's Office and the state secretariat 

awarded at the cost of N900 million and N1.5 billion respec 

tively.Akande's pleas, apparently, did not sway Oyinlola. Soon 

after, the AD chieftain was invited by police for interrogation. 

In a statement to the police dated March 9, Akande stated 

that no fraud could have been perpetrated while he was in 

office in relation to contracts awards. "During the four-year 

tenure of my administration as the governor of Osun State, 

two major policies were to govern the award of contracts: no 

advance payments for mobilisation or any other pretensions 

that might facilitate corruption or 'kick-backs'  were encour 

aged, and no variation of costs would be supported on any 

project", he stressed. Akande recalled that while the other 

firm, Archly Konsult, complied with the terms and did "a clean 

account" for its own job - the secretariat, Tropics Consult 

and contractors for the Governor's Office job were mounting 

pressures on government for upward review of the contract. 
 

He said though he eventually approved the contractor's claims 

to cover additional jobs as prescribed by the consultants who 
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did not seek the consent of government, "payments thereto 

were deferred for the further consideration of the incoming 

government". Akande also stated that reports and accounts 

in respect of the projects were not presented before he left 

office in spite of his repeated demands, adding that this was 

why he deferred payment. 

If Akande felt the explanation would get him off the hook, he 

was mistaken. That became clear on Wednesday, June 30, 

when the Nigerian Tribune newspaper came up with 

an exclusive story entitled "Ex-governor in N180 million 

Fraud." He was not identified by name though. He was 

simply described as a former AD governor  who "is known 

for his acidic criticisms  of President  Olusegun Obasanjo". 

A few days after the publication, the police once again 

invited him for further interrogation. Akande was .devastated. 

In an open letter to Oyinlola dated July 5, 2004, he noted that 

the governor and some other powerful individuals were out 

to bring him into disrepute by all means for being critical of 

the Peoples Democratic Party, PDP-led federal government. 

With the next general election still three years away, not a 

few believe that PDP is already all out to destroy what ever 

remains of AD by taking on Akande whose high moral 

courage has been a major plus for the party. Not only 

that, many political pundits in Osun are of the view that he 

is being sacrificed by Oyinlola to appease a powerful 

traditional ruler in the state who, reportedly, is long used to 

being pampered with public funds by successive Osun State 

governments, save that of Akande. 

Additional report by  Musikiliu Mojeed 
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THE PUNCH                      Tuesday, July  20 2004 
 

VIEWPOINT with Azu 

The real story  behind the shadow- 

boxing in Osun 
 
 

Only a fool will swear by politicians. But as politicians go, 

Bisi Akande was a gentleman. He was content with the sim 

ple life of a retired manager, systems and computer serv 

ices, with the then British Petroleum and had no desire at all 

to go into politics. It was his mentor, that durable politician, 

Bola lge, who picked him up, dusted him and shoved him 

onto the turf, first, in 1979 and, later, in 1999. He didn't have 

the stomach for it. Between Akande and former President 

Shehu Shagari, it is difficult to say who was the more reluc 

tant to enter politics. I met Akande once or twice in four 

years when he was the Governor of Osun State and he was 

every inch what I had heard he was. 

At a time when many governors were determined to out 

squander themselves through frivolous contract awards, 

Akande insisted that any contractor who wanted a job in 

Osun would finance the project and could only be paid after 

the job had been certified. The story was told by others and 

by him of how he poured bags of sand into the garri of some 

government crooks who had massively inflated the cost of 

car tyres. The fellows had presented an invoice that was 

nearly 20 times the market price of the tyres. Akande simply 

picked up the phone and called a popular Lagos car tyre 



 

market and that was it. From that moment on, the govern 

ment published and was guided by a market-sourced price 

list of most day-to-day items, from pencils to bed sheets in 

government offices and guest-houses.* 

When some governors were seized by the strange affliction 

of shopping around the world for so-called foreign investors 

or attending parties with Terry Waya in London, Akande was 

at home in Osogbo, hands-on-the-plough. I recall that the 

first major crack in his relationship with his former deputy, 

lyiola Omisore, had to do with the supply of chlorine  and 

alum estimated at $1.5 million for the state waterworks.Akande 

was under pressure to honour the contract, which had been 

approved under the military regime of Theophilus Bamgboye 

and money transferred through the CBN to a non-registered 

company  in England. He refused and got another firm to 

supply the same materials for $100,000. Of course, differ 

ence in style, temperament  and age played their part. But 

when it came to how to spend money, Akande and Omisore 

never seemed to agree. 

The waterworks palaver defined the limits in what would later 

turn out to be an epic contest between  the forces of due 

process and those sworn to politics by other means. 

But the story from Osogbo in the past couple of weeks goes 

completely against the grain. The picture of Akande being 

painted by his successor, Olagunsoye Oyinlola, is at variance 

 
* Very early in his administration, Akande established  a Central Price Reference System  with a view to 
ensuring  comparability of procurement   prices, due  process in procurement and efficient  allocation of 
resources. The innovation  was  first of its kind in Nigeria. That was long before the Federal Government 
"stole" the idea which is now called Budget Monitoring and Price Intelligence Unit but popularly referred 
to as "Due Process Office" • without, of course, acknowledging   Akande as its originator. 
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with what we've always known Akande to be. Oyinlola says 

Akande and two other principal officers of his government 

stole N126 million of public funds to build an altar to his idol, 

lge, and accepted slush funds of N85 million from a consult 

ant who designed the altar, called Bola lge House. Clean 

Sweep Oyinlola has turned the police loose on Akande and 

is bent on milking the drama for every ounce of political fat it 

is worth. 
 

I have no problem with Oyinlola running his finger through 

his predecessor's backside. Public officers must be called to 

account. What I find funny is how the Osun State gov 

ernment came to the conclusion that there had been a 

fraud. The allegation, as far as the public  knows, is not 

based on any audit report or on any known framework for 

detecting impropriety in corporate governance. In stead, 

the government is acting on hearsay by a so-called 

consultant, who allegedly blew the whistle in the incum 

bent governor's closet. And this extraordinary whistle-blower 

chose to do so on the eve of the release of Akande's arch 

foe, Omisore, who had been standing trial for alleged com 

plicity in the killing of lge. For a state that ranks the poorest 

in the country in revenue terms, it will be a tragedy for the 

government to play politics with a serious issue like this. But 

of course anyone with brains half the size of a mustard seed 

can see that this is not the Oyinlola we knew. This is not the 

former military governor of Lagos who twiddled his thumbs 

when the whole city became one huge pothole, on the ex 

cuse then that there was no bitumen to fix the roads. This is 
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not the Oyinlola who, in 1996, took a NSO million NITEL tel 

ephone exchange  to his home town in Okuku (a hamlet, if 

you ask me), when Osun subscribers were owing NITEL N5.6 

million and millions of Lagosians who were dying to pay for 

the service didn't have access to it. 
 

This is not the Oyinlola of whom it was said in the Country 

Reports of Human Rights Practices for 1996, published by 

the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labour, US 

Department of State on January 30, 1997, that, he directly 

supervised an environmental task force, "which used brutal 

force on individuals in its attempts to rid Lagos of illegal street 

traders." The report indicated that traders, errant drivers, 

children, unarmed market women and young street hawkers 

were routinely beaten and arrested. This is certainly not the 

same Oyinlola, who was in every sense the Lagos equivalent 

of Rome's Nero. 
 

This is a brand-new Oyinlola- the champion of best prac 

tice in public service and certainly the battering ram of 

the ruling party, the PDP. The ongoing Akande-bashing is 

not about prudence or transparency. It's not about hold 

ing a past government to account either. It's about the 

shape of politics to come- about 2007.1'11 give up my left 

ear if the matter ever came to a proper trial. It won't. In 

the countdown to 2007, the PDP will crush any opposi 

tion, even a semblance of it, especially in the South-West, 

at any cost. The shadow-boxing between Governor Bola 

Tinubu and agents of the Federal Government in Lagos is a 

wider part of this onslaught. 
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Those who think that describing Akande  as a clear  and 

present danger to PDP interests in Osun is stretching things 

too far, are probably underestimating the potential of his new 

office as the Chairman oftheAO, the only surviving opposi 

tion party in the South-West. In his present position, it's very 

unlikely that he'll be treated as a bygone politician in any 

future power arrangement in the area. Those who are after 

him are not necessarily for what he is today; they're after 

him for what he'll be in the run-up to the battle ahead. Also, 

those who know what he knows about the shameful murder 

of lge are unlikely to sleep well too. They'll not be satisfied 

until the last shred of evidence  that could endanger  their 

ambition is interred with lge. 
 

Of course, Akande is unlikely to have any sympathy, even 

at home. Hundreds of teachers and civil servants, whom 

he sacked because of their rusty skills have not forgiven 

him and are bound to read his current travail as overdue 

Nemesis. But they'll be mistaken. The battle ahead is not 

between Akande and Oyinlola; it's between Oyinlola and 

Omisore. After thrashing Akande, Oyinlola will have to 

work very hard to deal with the Omisore challenge. Why? 

After what Omisore has been through since the killing of 

lge and having been a deputy governor who later won a 
seat in the Senate from detention, he'll not be appeased 

by anything less than the number one seat in the state. 

For Oyinlola, who I'm almost certain will want a second 

term, that will be the ultimate test of his newfound cour 

age; 
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NEW AGE                         Wednesday July  21, 2004 
 

Behind Te Akande, Oyinlola Face-off A 

N127 Million ) scandal puts the former and incumbent gov 

ernors of Osn State at loggerheads reports Ayo Falodun 
 

 
 

The immediate past Governor of Osun State, Chief Adebisi 

Akande, in the last two weeks has been fighting another big 

battle of his chequered political career. 
 

Really, Akande had previously weathered some turbulent po 

litical storms. For instance, to become the Alliance for De 

mocracy  (AD) gubernatorial flag bearer  in 1999,  the lla 

Orangun-bom politician had to overcome stiff opposition from 

about five other formidable aspirants. These included Chief 

Mojisoluwa Akinfenwa who later became a senator, with whom 

Akande is currently embroiled in a tug of war over which of 

them is the authentic national chairman of the AD. With strong 

support from the late Chief Bola lge, Akande, former deputy 

governor of old Oyo State while lge was the governor in the 

Second Republic, emerged victorious as the elected gover 

nor of Osun State. 
 

Thus, his political strife began as he did not have a crisis 

free tenure. About 19 months in office, Akande faced a ma 

jor rebellion from members  of the Osun State House of As 

sembly when 21 out of its 26 members  served a notice of 

impeachment against him on November 1, 2000. They ac 

cused him of incompetence, high-handedness and holding 
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the legislative arm of government in high contempt. 
 

But Akande had a narrow escape when 131egiblators voted 

against the investigation of the 22 offences levelled against 
1 

him as against 12 who voted in favour of the motion.  The 

Speaker, Dr. Majeed Alabi abstained from voting. 
1 

The impeachment palaver, which was believed o have been 

orchestrated mainly by legislators loyal to Akade's deputy 

governor then, Otunba (now Senator) lyiola Oisore further 

drove a wedge into the bumpy relationship between the first 

and second citizens of Osun State at that time.  
 '> 

But in a twist of irony, the table was turned against Omisore. 

As Osun politics assumed a cloak and dagger dimension, 

the flamboyant politician was subsequently impeached by 

pro-Akande legislators in the Assembly. 
 

His impeachment and the consequent loss of immunity paved 

the way for Omisore's arrest and trial in connection with the 

murder of the late lge, while serving as the Justice Minister 

and Attorney General of the Federation  on December 23, 

2001. But Omisore was discharged and acquitted  by an 

lbadan High Court last month. 
 

Another of Akande's major political battle was his spirited but 

futile attempt to retain his governorship seat in theApril19, 

2003 election. He was one of the five out the six AD gover 

nors in the South-West swept out of office by the awesome 

federal might and arsenal deployed by the Peoples Demo 

ratic Party (PDP) to win the polls. 
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Akande was routed from office by the PDP governorship 

candidate, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola. Only the Lagos State 

Governor, Senator Bola Ahmed Tinubu survived the PDP on 

slaught. 
 

Both Akande and Oyinlola started off as buddies after the 

change of baton. The incumbent governor dictated the tune 

of the seemingly warm relationship when he paid two visits to 

his predecessor's home in lbadan, Oyo State. 
 

During one of the visits, Akande had nothing but eulogies for 

his successor in office. He also appealed to Osun State citi 

zens to give him maximum support to ensure the success of 

the Oyinlola administration. 
 

His words: "Although I have not been to Osun for quite some 

time now, I, however, believe that no bad thing would come 

from a good thing. Good things will continue to come from 

good people. Prince Oyinlola is a good man, good things will 

continue to come from him. 
 

"My advice to the people of Osun State is that they should 

continue to cooperate with and support our governor in an 

atmosphere of peace and tranquillity." 
 

However, Oyinlola disclosed recently that his initial rapport 

and confidence building with Akande was intended to inti 

mate him with some lacunae in the account of the contract 

for the construction of Bola lge House (the new governor's 

office). 
 

He also reportedly  appealed  to the ex-governor  to clear 
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his name from the then brewing  fraud scandal  during the 

courtesy calls. 
 

The bone of contention in the face-off that has gone public is 

that Oyinlola's administration is contesting  the propriety of 

the  230,113,505.00 million* variation  in the contract  ap 

proved by Akande on May 19, 2003 less that two weeks to 

the expiration of his tenure. 
 

Sources disclosed  that though Akande realised  that it was 

the consultant who unilaterally initiated the moves that led to 

the variation, he was put in a tight corner and he had to give 

a retrospective approval  to revise  the contract  sum from 

N883,748,710.00 to N1,113,832,215.00. 
 

Police sources disclosed that in giving the retrospective ap 

proval after he had earlier "completed and commissioned" 

the Bola lge House, Akande allegedly wrote: "Please ensure 

that the effect of all these on the overall outstanding jobs are 

properly listed to enable me include  it in my handing  over 

!note which is being published by Thursday 22nd May 2003. 

The unauthorised variations unilaterally arranged by the con 

sultant have now become a fait-accompli and have to be 

approved to avoid any mess". Some people are now saying 

that  Akande ought to have allowed the over N230 million 

request for variation of the contract sum to pass through the 

appropriate organs like the tenders board or the state execu 

tive council since he lacked the power to single-handedly 

approve such big expenditure. 
 

*Only  N114.Smillion was approved by Akande (but not paid) out of a claim of 

N230 million. It is Oyinlola,in  his wisdom, who approved  and  paid 

N230,113,50Smillion variation that was doubted by Akande. 
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Moreover, the Oyinlola administration said that a staggering 

sum of about one hundred and twenty seven million Naira 

(N127,000,000.00) was discovered to be missing  and not 

accounted for in the contract for the construction of Bola lge 

House. Oyinlola made subtle efforts, but to no avail, to get a 

refund of the money. 
 

But when the war of words between the former and the in 

cumbent governors reached a crescendo, Oyinlola addressed 

a news conference in Osogbo  on July 8, 2004 where  he 

gave the details of "the observed contractual abnormalities" 

which he said necessitated the setting up of a technical com 

mittee to investigate the circumstances relating to the sub 

contracting of the new governor's office project. 
 

According to Oyinlola, the committee sat and submitted its 

report last November. The highlights of its findings included 

the purchase of a 14inch television set for about N120,000 

and the award of contract and payment for door name tags 

at a sum of N2 million when nothing of such was done in Bola 

lge House. 
 

He further announced the discovery of full payment to the 

tune of N23 million to horticulturist for Bola lge House. He 

stressed that nothing of such was on ground. Moreover, he 

said N30 million was-expended on the supply of non-existing 

furniture. 
 

Osun State government then called in the police to look into 

the matter following which the consultant on the project, Mr. 

Lanre Oladeji was quizzed. He allegedly confessed that the 



 

missing N127 million was used for electioneering by the AD 

government then led by Akande. 
 

The Secretary to the State Government (SSG) under Akande, 

Engineer Sola Akinwumi also made a statement to the police 

in March 2004. So also did the former Permanent Secretary 

(General Services), Mr. A. F. Olatoye. 

The former Finance Commissioner, Chief Lere Adebayo and 

the manager, National Bank of Nigeria Limited, Osogbo, each 

wrote a statement in March 2004 as well. Akande himself 

allegedly made a statement on the issue in the same month. 

The failure to resolve the thorny issues amicably since then 

led to the recent uproar, accusations and counter-accusa 

tions between Akande and Oyinlola. The police issued a 

warrant of arrest against the former governor on July 2, 2004 

which was slated for execution on July 5, 2004 when here 

fused to honour the invitation from the Osun State Police 

Command. 

Akande, in an interview with New Age in lbadan on July 9, 

2004 disclosed that he refused to honour the police invitation 

because he felt that he was not safe in Osun State. He also 

alleged that the police were being used by his opponents 

who were intimidated by his impressive achievements in of 

fice as governor. 

"I see the police as a collaborator in the effort to destroy me 

both politically and physically. Because of this fear, I felt I 

should allow the police to come and carry me physically 

from my home rather than walk into their office to be trapped 

unto my death," the former governor said. 
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He also acknowledged that though he approved the upward 

review of the Bola lge House project, he pointed out that he 

did not pay because that was two or three weeks before he 

left office. 
 

In a letter to Oyinlola later on, Akande rose in stout defence 

of his four year tenure thus: "Awoism is a body of political 

philosophy which places the welfare of the citizens above 

the comfort of those in government at reasonable cost. 

That is exactly what I stood for as governor from May 

1999 to May 2003. The verdict of the people is clear." 
 

However, the Chief Press Secretary to Governor Oyinlola, 

Mr. Lasisi Olagunju debunked Akande's fear about his safety 

in Osun State as baseless. "I can assure you that Osun State 

is no longer the wild, wild state it was under his (Akande's) 

rule and the Oyinlola administration is a respecter of human 

rights. Oyinlola has used all avenues to make Akande see 

reason why he should clear his name. It is in his interest to 

appear before the police as a person who says he is a man 

of integrity," Olagunju said. 
 

Akande's insistence that he should be arraigned before the 

Independent Corrupt Practices and other related offences 

Commission  (ICPC) over theN127 million scam has been 

rejected by the Osun State governor describing it as a ploy 

to buy time. 
 

Last Wednesday, in a press statement, Olagunju stated that 

Akande "was only buying time. When does it become a norm 

for an accused to choose the court where he would be tried? 
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The law that established the ICPC does not remove the juris 

diction of the magistrate  and the high court to try fraud 

related criminal matters." 
 

"While in office, Akande on several occasions described the 

ICPC as a tool of victimisation in the hands of the PDP-led 

Federal  Government. He called its  Chairman, Justice 

Mustapha Akanbi many unprintable names. He is now run 

ning under the cover of ICPC. What he wants to achieve is  - 

for him to turn back and accuse the ICPC of witch-hunting 

him as a result of his previous attacks on the body," he added. 
 

A tinge of politics has been introduced into the matter. Osun 

State PDP has urged Oyinlola to be resolute and pursue the 

issue to its logical conclusion.  But the AD in the state has 

described Akande's current battle as a political vendetta by 

the PDP. 
 

Now that the mudslinging is getting messier, the intervention 

of some well-meaning people may be necessary to reach a 

truce. Otherwise, Osun State may still be in the spotlight of 

,more negative publicity in the weeks ahead. 
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SUNDAY SUN                          July 25, 2004 
 

The trial of Mr. Frugality 
By Louis Odion 

 
 
 
 

Once used to the appellation of "Mr Chastity & Frugality", 

this must be a harrowing moment for Chief Bisi  Akande in 

deed. For a man who spent the better part of his term in 

office securing the public till against those he described as 

political vultures and scavengers, it surely sounds ironic that 

he is today faced with an allegation of having himself pre 

sided over the mother of all looting after all the fiery denun 

ciation of graft in the public gallery. 
 

Even more ironic is the fact that this alleged 'lje Wombia' 

(Yoruba for gluttony) is over an edifice erected in the memory 

of the late Chief Bola lge, Akande's godfather, a crusader 

for politics of self-denial and accountability himself. 
 

Just consider the story line. In November 2001, the con 

struction of Bola lge House was awarded to a contractor at 

the sum of N883m. According to reports, part of the agree 

ment terms was that on no account would variation (review 

of contract sum) be made along the line. It happened that 

Tropics Consult owned by one Lanre Oladeji was appointed 

as "consultant" whose brief was to supervise that project. 
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But contrary to norm, it happened that Oladeji reportedly be 

came the cashier  as payments  supposedly meant for the 

contractor from the Project Account were now being chan 

nelled through him. Perhaps this would have been excusable 

if the job was satisfactorily executed in the first place. When 

queried for not completing the job by the new administration 

last year, the contractor  reportedly attributed his failure to 

being starved of fund. Only then did it become clear that the 

consultant did not "deliver". A whopping  sum of N230m* is 

alleged to have been hurriedly approved by Akande for the 

consultant as "variation" (a clear breach of the original agree 

ment terms) few days before he handed over power. 
 

To "furnish" the edifice, Oladeji reportedly  posted a bill of 

N190m collected in four installments. Even more bogus are 

the details of how the money is supposedly disbursed: N30m 

for furniture (the address of supplier is said to have been 

traced to a motor park); N30m for rug; N23m for horticulture; 

N2m for door tags; N120,000 for a 14" television set (some 

thing you get for less than N25,000 in the open market today) 

etc. 
 

Even at that, the items listed at bogus costs still do not amount 

to more than N50m. Now, Oladeji is reportedly claiming that, 

out of the remaining balance, he had funnelled N85m as "kick 

back" to government officials to fund AD campaign in the last 

elections. In fact, it is said that security agents have been 

able to establish that the transfer were made through the 

Osogbo branch of National Bank. 
 

* Alrande never approved N230mil/ion,Oyinlolo did. 
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Indeed, Akande never truly dreamt he could ever be gover 

nor. With little or no ambition, this modest man with quick 

smiles had turned up at the caucus  meeting of Alliance for 

Democracy in Osun in December 1998 where the guberna 

torial candidate  was to be chosen  under lge's genial guid 

ance. 
 

As the story goes,  while every other character  present  at 

that august assembly that day raised his hand frantically when 

the floor was formally thrown open for those with ambition to 

signify interest, Akande would keep a bemused distance from 

the rancorous scramble.  This exemplary show of content 

ment was what endeared him to lge who, with a characteris 

tic magisterial finality, soon ended the parade, causing other 

contenders to freeze in a suspended animation. Thus was 

the man from IIa anointed the new king for Osun in 1999 out 

of providence than desire. The rest is history, as they say. 
 

Not one to take kindly to any hanky panky with public fund, it 

is doubtful  if the late Cicero himself  would ordinarily  have 

wished that his name  be linked today with a scandal of this 

sordid nature and scale. Indeed, the road to the present 

logjam began July 8 when the new lord of the Osogbo White 

House formally affirmed the incidence of "contractual abnor 

malities" under Akande, ending months of wild speculations 

in the media. 
 

Naturally, that exposition marked the end of the perceived 

honeymoon between Akande and his successor, Governor 

Olagunsoye Oyinlola. No sooner had the latter taken over on 
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May 29, 2003 than he started frequenting Akande's  resi 

dence. The duo would then come out to say nice things about 

each other. Mistaking shadow for substance, many were, 

therefore, eager to recommend the former governor and his 

successor as a perfect example of politics without bitterness. 

But with the benefit of hindsight, perhaps we can now safely 

assume that what really make Oyinlola a regular visitor at 

Akande's, these past months had more to do with money 

than the passion for sociability. 
 

President Olusegun Obasanjo, we are told, never really wished 

that the Osun disputants dragged themselves into the open 

like the proverbial seven-day-old baby. Master of native wis 

dom himself, Obasanjo had reportedly urged Oyinlola to "ne 

gotiate" with Akande with a view to ensuring that the matter 

was settled amicably. His logic being that a recourse to litiga 

tion in this circumstance will be counter-productive eventu 

ally: apart from the attendant bitterness, it is no guarantee 

that what is missing will be recovered. But apparently, "dia 

logue" failed. 
 

Predictably, Akande is now saying that the government is 

merely crying wolf where none exists. I read the interview he 

granted Tell which was published last week. I could not help 

thinking that he did little to address the pertinent questions 

apart from his generosity with abuse for his traducers and 

persecutors. He pooh-pooh police invitation to appear in 

·Osogbo on the ground that he does not "feel safe anymore" 

fn Osun State, just as he rejects the suggestion that he faces 
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trial in Osogbo "because it is controlled by the state govern 

ment." Rather, he challenges the Osun State Government to 

take him to the Independent Corrupt Practices and other 

Related Offences Commission (ICPC) if it thinks it has a 

genuine  case against him. The great irony is that not too 

long ago, Akande had described the same ICPC as a use 

less bull-dog. 
 

True, it is difficult not to read political undercurrents to the 

case against Akande,  especially taking cognisance of re 

cent development across the South-west generally. Consid 

ering that lately, old records are suddenly being revisited in 

at least three of the four other states in the South-west (Ondo, 

Ekiti and Ogl!n)  where Alliance  for Democracy (AD) was 

trounced by PDP. It become quite easy to conclude that the 

ruling party has an agenda to rubbish what is left of the 

vanquished in the 2003 elections. But while those given to 

charity are bound to see this as carrying triumphalism too 

far, the fact that the hawk is being blamed for wickedness 

here does not mean that the mother  hen itself is beyond 

reproach for that matter. 
 

But after all said and done, the Akande camp would still wish 

the public treat the N126m question as an exaggeration if not 

a total lie. But an exaggeration, as Kahlil Hibran forever tells 

us, is only a truth that has lost its temper. Sentiments apart, 

at the core of the issue being raised presently  in Osun,  I 

think, is the question of transparency.  In Akande's  inter 

views so far, he has done very little indeed to address 

these questions directly: did money exchange hands? 
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How defensible are figures quoted? Was due process 

followed in the fund disbursement? When did it become 

civil service norm for a consultant to become the cashier in 

a transaction involving the government and a contrac tor? 

When did it become proper for a consultant to be come 

sole signatory to public account? 
 

When the time comes, these, I think are some of the issues 

Akande will still have to answer. One, inquisitions of this na 

ture should be welcomed if only to enhance the integrity of 

public service. Akande ought not be reluctant  to face the 

public purgatory today unless his closet is filled with skel 

etons. The real challenge is for him to seize the moment to 

demonstrate that his puritanic posturing of all these years is 

no make-believe after all. Those who may wish to call this 

witch-hunting should draw consolation from the fact that, at 

least; this will also be the standard by which the accusers of 

today would also be judged when their own time is up. 
 

But as an aside, I still find some of Akande's submissions in 

the Tell interview quite illuminating vis-a-vis the vanities that 

fuel elite jealousy and conspiracy eventuating in the subver 

sion of the public good. For instance, it is no news that the 

Ooni of lfe was never at peace with Akande while the latter 

ruled Osun between 1999 and 2003. In fact, the height was 

few months ago when the monarch publicly referred to the 

former govemor in a most unflattering terms. But from Akande's 

account in that Tell interview, we now know that what truly 

motivated Sijuade's bitterness partly flowed from being denied 

contracts first when he (Akande) was Secretary to the old 
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Oyo State Government  under the now late Chief Bola lge 

between 1979 and 1983 and later between 1999 and 2003 

when he (Akande) called the shots in Osun. 
 

In fact, we were further told that some of the contracts for 

which advance payments had been paid to companies where 

Ooni has interests were abandoned. The traditional institu 

tion, I think, is invariably debased when contractors begin to 

masquerade as royal. Well, the topic of royal hustling for 

contracts is a matter for full examination another day. 
 

But surely, the times ahead  will be interesting  indeed  in 

Osogbo. 
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THE GUARDIAN             Sunday August 8, 2004 
 

Baba Akande; the Paradox of Logic 
By Hon. Jide Omoworare 

 
Omoworare contends that it is ironic that former governor Akande is 

being persecuted outside office despite his policy of integrity in pub 

lic service. 
 
 
 
 

The birthday of Kongi brought a lot of literary confidence in 

me. I am neither a poet nor a philosopher, but a legal mind 

with the people's mandate to represent their interest in the 

assemblage of those taking care of their interest. Section 

4(7) of the Constitution reminds me to make laws for peace, 

order and good governance in Nigeria in general and Lagos 

tate in particular. 
 

With utmost gusto, I have read and relished the news re 

ports, interviews and features in several newspapers about 

Chief Bisi Akande (a.k.a BabaAkande) and Osun State Gov 

ernor, Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola. The bottom line is that 

Saba Akande who is the immediate past Governor of Osun 

State and more recently the Chairman of the Alliance for 

Democracy is being accused by Oyinlola of misappropria 

tion. 
 

Friday July 16, 2004, Eko Hotel Banquet Hall, Victoria Is 

land, Lagos. Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu's dinner for Profes 
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sor Wole Soyinka (hitherto and hereinafter referred to as 
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'Kongi") holds,  on the occasion  of his 70 th  birthday. 

Prof. Biodun Jeyifo, Femi Fatoba, Prof. Akinwunmi Isola, 

fluently and eloquently rendered one of his works. At 

intervals, Uncle Jimi Solanke and Tunji Oyelana performed 

folk music. 
 

"Tucked" on a table close to the "High Table" was Baba. Al 

though solemnly seated without pomp, showiness  and no 

tice, one cannot but make out the ever-present smiles. Baba 

made me ruminate on my earlier published  work. It was a 

response to the innuendoes drawn by a friend that members 

of parliament take gratification from the Executive to rescind 

their earlier parliamentary stance. He had referred inter alia 

to Lagos State House of Assembly in its clearance  of a re 

presented executive nominee for a State Executive Commis 

sion under section 197 of the Constitution.  I concluded in 

that article by saying that such insinuation would be counter- 

productive by drawing the attention of the ignorant in govern 

ment to such issue before carrying out our constitutionally 

assigned bidding and other parliamentary chores. 
 

It may seem like myth, fairy tale or fable. Baba was not a 

moneybag when he was voted Governor. He still isn't. He is 

an Awoist per excellence,  whose belief was turning Osun 

State around for the better like late Chief Obafemi Awolowo 

did in the defunct Western Region.  We heard tales of how 

Baba bought tyres directly from manufacturers.  He also did 

not renew contracts for servicing Aquaria in the offices. He 

sold the only football club in the state because that will not 

bring food to the table for the teaming masses. The genesis 

of his crisis with his first Deputy started with the purported 
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cancellation of a water contract etc. 
 

The Alekuwodo/Odiolowo Road was initially awarded by the 

then Oyo State government over 20 years before Baba was 

elected, he completed same at extremely low cost through 

the Army Engineering  Corp. This was the only time an ad 

vertisement was placed to highlight his achievement with the 

"Jinx is broken" advertisement. He would rather sink boreholes 

instead of placing adverts. Baba met debt but was one (among 

very few Governors) who left the State in "green". The sub 

ject of discord is the Bola lge House, a massive four-block 

masterpiece sitting atop a hill, to serve as the offices of the 

Governor, Deputy Governor, secretary to the State Govern 

ment and Head of Service. It overlooks a sprawling Secre 

tariat built by Baba.- Hitherto, offices of government were 

scattered around the State Capital in rented apartments and 

temporary government office. The above is just a tip of the 

iceberg of the achievements of the ever-smiling Governor. 

The Governor was only second to Asiwaju when Afenifere 

sent a delegation to measure the level of performance of the · 

six AD Governors. 
 

Even, his lifestyle was too simplistic for a Governor in the 

contemporary Nigerian context. I heard a distinguished Ni 

gerian once moved Baba from a two-star "hole" in England, 

into a five-star hotel. Baba has been seen pushing his trolley 

by himself with Mama in tow at Heathrow Airport. Mama was 

hardly seen either in public or private life. Baba can be lik 

ened to a Revered Father, for the records, he was the only 

Governor in the last dispensation that had no first lady by a 
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Mrs. Even though the president belongs to a different party, 

he testified to Saba's transparency and prudence.  It was a 

fact that he even could not afford to pay Polling Agents to get 

re-elected. 
 

From the foregoing, it will be very difficult to convince Nigeri 

ans that a man with such reputable stinginess, miserliness 

and frugality (no insult intended) and with his level of per 

formance in office would steal. Am I still communicating? 

This may sound rhetorical. Baba's logic was "don't steal in 

government and you will rest thereafter". The logic goes 

further, "if you run a prudent, transparent, accountable and 

responsible government, you will not be harassed when 

you leave government. Sound logic. Baba believed the 

above logic so much and put same into practice that some 

of Baba's commissioners and other top government 

officials went back to use their "Old Bangers" or "Battle 

Ships" (regular flat engine 1979 Mercedes Benz Cars) after 

they left office. Some are finding it difficult to pay their 

children's school fees and a lot (if not most of th.em) are 

still living in rented apartments. In Nigeria, you are meant  

to be better  off when you are in government. Baba 

epitomises irrepressible modesty, in and out of office. My 

candid view is that Baba should be celebrated instead of 

castigated. 
 
We all pay lip service to the fact that government officials 

should not steal in office. The relevance of my earlier men 

tioned article is that this society has a way of tinting the 

views of the most sincere administrators. I am almost certain 
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that Baba cannot even retain the services of a good counsel, 

talk much less of senior advocate to defend himself. Some 

lawyers must have realised this, thus; an assortment of Law 

yers (including three Senior Advocates of Nigeria) have vowed 

to defend him. 
 

The recurring logic albeit paradoxical from Baba's experi 

ence is "even if you do not steal, you will be accused of 

stealing when you leave office" then it may still follow logli 

cally that "why don't' you steal so that you will have enough 

money to retain the services of top Senior Advocates of Ni 
geria to defend yourself, since you may still be accused of 

stealing anyway". The foregoing however seems to me the 

paradox of logic or Jingo (Dr. Dipo Fasina, former ASUU 

Chairman/Lecturer Philosophy OAU, lle-lfe) will determine. 

For me, it is just a bad lesson for young and up-coming 

politicians.                                                                            · 
 

Without wanting to sound like Kongi or Jingo, Baba suffered 

(put oxymoronically) from paradoxical logic or illogical para 

dox. Time (and not only our poets and philosophers) will tell 
 

Omoworare is the Majority Leader, Lagos State House 

of Assembly. 
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THE CoMET                     Friday, August 6, 2004 
 

ADVERTORIAL 

Posers  for Governor Oyinlola on 

Akande 
 

 
 
 

Having watched with keen interest, the imbroglio  over the 

alleged N127 million scam in Osun State, we have no other 

choice than to, with due respect, put the following to Gover 

nor Oyinlola: 
 

Your Excellency, your claim that the money in question was 

used for the re-election bid of Chief Bisi Akande is irrecon 

cilable with the fact you later came up with, that the fund was 

approved by Chief Bisi Akande seven (7) days to the expira 

tion of his tenure. How could the money approved on 5-22- 

2003 have been U$;ed to finance the gubernatorial election 

of 4-19-2003? (five weeks after the said election)? 
 

Chief Akande admitted that the Consultant was less than trans 

parent in his accounting  mode and that was the reason for 

his refusal to pay the rather crooked contractor in the last 

weeks of his tenure, deferring payment to incoming admin 

istration which has four years to fully consider the account 

before issuing or stopping payment as may be deemed ap 

propriate under the circumstance. Sir, if the originator of 

the contract was not in a hurry to pay when he even had 
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the power to do, but you rushed the money, that you now 

claimed is fraudulent, through the mill, should you not 

really be the one that should be charged with deliberate 

fraud? 
 

Your Excellency,  your widely reported  press conference 

bellyached so much about the integrity of Chief Bisi 

Akande as you complained loudly that "his false reputation 

prevented him from wanting to reach  an agreement with 

me because he was adjudged the most prudent, the most 

effective governor". Sir, is it not on record that Chief Akande  

completed the Secretariat Project valued at N10 billion (using 

the PDP-controlled Federal Government's Universal Basic 

Education standard) for less than N3 billion? 
 

If Akande was willing to be fraudulent, getting 10% of the N7 

billion he saved for Osun State on the project in question 

would definitely have been more than N127 million and he 

would still be saluted for saving the state over N6 billion. With 

this singular act, don't you think your administration should 

urgently organize a Merit Award for Akande as an icon of 

prudence and transparency? 
 

Akande executed over 500 projects. And if after all fault find 

ing missions, you could only single one project out as lack 

ng in transparency, then you have proved beyond doubt that 

Akande has set a standard for Nigeria which should be emu 

lated by all. If all our public officers could score this high, 

Nigeria would not be in this doldrums. We feel Osun state 

should rather celebrate this singular honour of producing th_e 



 

most prudent Governor of this Civilian dispensation rather 

than trying to rubbish our pride; we are happy that Nigerians 

know better. We hope you would refute the rumour making 

the round that it was the refusal of the contractor to give your 

administration some cut after you hurriedly paid him that 

sparked off this tantrum. 
 

In a moment  of sincerity, do you think Akande could have 

used N800 million to refurbish a temporary accommodation 

for the Governor as you have done, considering the parlous 

state of the economy of the state you preside over? It sounds 

to us, as citizens of this state that it was the height of insensi 

tivity for you to have used N800 million to refurbish the cur 

rent Governor's Lodge while it cost Akande only N900 million 

to build the new one. 
 

Honestly, Your Excellency, we pray that you are able to equal 

and surpass the lofty achievement attained by Akande for 

the development of this state, but the current realities in the 

State make that wish a tall order. Just sample this: At first you 

criticised Akande for importing two "worthless" borehole rigs 

which Akande actually returned to the manufacturers during 

his time, making no pretence that the equipment was good. 

No sooner than your criticism receded in the press when 

you reportedly led a delegation (wasting Government fund) 

to England to re-negotiate additional prices for the "worth 

less" rigs that have remained non-functional for over a year 

of your administration.  For how long shall your administra 

tion continue this rudderless vacillation? 
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sir, while we know you need all the prayers to get any far 

with your administration in Osun State so that it does 

'come to an ignoble and  grievous end  as  your  "no 

bitument" era in Lagos, you were quoted as raining curses on 

your administration over a matter  you know  to be 

baseless, Haba! You reportedly said "probes don't yield any 

dividend, what have we gained by putting resources that would 

have been positively  utilised elsewhere  into the aspect of 

probing? That is why I have sold a manifesto to the people of 

the state". Can't we now conclude that it was the failure of 

that your manifesto and inability to catch up with people's 

expectations that have made you embark on this mission you 

herein predicted (in your quoted statement above) was des 

tined to fail? As a food for thought, kindly consider  these 

words of Fritjof Capra: "In the end, the aggressors always 

destroy  themselves, making way for others who know 

how to co-operate and get along. Life is much less a 

competitive struggle for survival than a triumph of co 

operation and creativity." Your Excellency, wake up and do 

your job, create your own legacy and bequeath good gov 

ernance to the State of the Living Spring; that is what the 

masses are demanding of you. 
 

Your Excellency, can't you see that this event seems to be 

following an emerging pattern that has led to the death of two 

of our illustrious sons who had democratic gubernatorial stint? 

Chief Bola lge and Chief S.M. Afolabi (former Governor and 

his Deputy respectively) were first accused of financial im 

propriety before dying in mysterious circumstances. We want 
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you to assure the people of this state that our former Gover 

nor, Chief Bisi Akande would not become a victim of unre 

solved mishap. 
 

Your Excellency, we honestly pity your condition because 

we know most of these things are not your making, but you 

have become a vicious marionette in the hand of your pup 

peteer who revels in the grand illusion of bestriding the politi 

cal landscape of the Southwest and would therefore wish to 

rubbish anybody with integ-rity in the region so as to become 

the only voice west of the Niger. Legitimacy can never be 
"captured" by force. PDP captured the West, but never 

gained legitimacy and that is the cause of their pains. 
 

Your Excellency, you should remember that the record you 

left in Lagos is indelible and though you were able to do 

nothing, but the subsequent administration has the records 

of Lagos fund sunk into Okuku Day, your sprawling estate 

et-al. 
 

Let us leave you with these words of the great German poet, 

Johann Goethe:"He who wishes to exert useful influence 

must be careful to insult nothing. Let him concentrate his 

energies on creating what is good. He must not demolish 

but build. He must raise temple where mankind may come 

and partake of the purest pleasure." 
 

ORANMIYAN. 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE 

OSUN STATE OF NIGERIA 

IN THE OSOGBO JUDICIAL DIVISION 

HOLDEN ATOSOGBO 
 

CHARGE NO H 02/11/04 
 

COMPLAINT 

THE STATE 

AND 

1.  ARC. LANRE OLADEJI'M' 

2.  CHIEF LEREADEBAYO 'M'  .. ACCUSED PERSONS 

3. ENGR. SOLA AKINWUMI 'M' 

COMPLAINT 

The Complaint of Gbadegesin Adedeji Esq.- the Attorney 

General of Osun State showeth that: 

COUNT I: 

1.                                     ARC. LANRE OLADEJI'M' 

2.  CHIEF LEREADEBAYO 'M' 

3. ENGR. SOLAAKINWUMI'M' 

at various times between 30th August, 2001 and 2nd May, 

2003, at Osogbo in the Osogbo Judicial Division conspired 

to commit a felony to wit; stealing and thereby committed an 

offence, contrary to and punishable under 3.516(A) of the 

Criminal Code, Cap. 30, Vol II, Laws of Osun State of Nige 

ria, 2003. 



 

 
COUNT II 

1.     ARC. LANRE OLADEJI 'M' 

2.     CHIEF LE.READEBAYO 'M' 

3.     ENGR. SOLA AKINWUMI 
 

on or about the same date, time and place in the aforesaid 

Judicial Division stole the sum of N126,467, 725.85k (One 

hundred and twenty six million, four hundred and sixty seven 

thousand, seven hundred and twenty-five naira, eighty-five 

kobo) property of the Osun State Government (OSSG) and 

thereby committed an offence, contrary to and punishable 

under Section 390(5) of the Criminal Code, Vol. 11, Cap. 34, 

Laws of Osun State of Nigeria, 2003. 
 

COUNT Ill: 
 

1.     CHIEF LEREADEBAYO 'M' 

2.     ENGR. SOLA AKINWUMI 
 

on or about the same date, time and place in the aforesaid 

Judicial Division by means of fraudulent device or trick in 

duced one  LANRE   OLADEJI ' m'  to  obtain the  s um 

N126,467,725.85k (One hundred and twenty six million, four 

hundred and sixty seven thousand, seven hundred and twenty 

five naira, eighty-five kobo) property of the Osun State Gov 

ernment (OSSG) and thereby committed an offence, con 

trary to and punishable  under Section 421 of the Criminal 

Code, Cap. 34, Vol. II, Laws of Osun State of Nigeria, 2003. 
 

COUNT IV 
 

1.     CHIEF LEREADEBAYO 'M' 

2.      ENGR. SOLA AKINWUMI 'M' 
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on the same date, time and place in the aforesaid Judicial 

Division under the colour of your employment In the Osun 

State Government corruptly received from ARC LANRE 

OLADEJI 'M' the sum N85m (Eighty five million naira) on 

account of the illegal release of the sum ofN126,467, 725.85k, 

property of the Osun State Government and thereby commit 

ted an offence, contrary to and punishable under S.98(1) of 

the Criminal Code, Cap. 34, Vol. II, Laws of Osun State of 

Nigeria, 2003. 
 

COUNTV 

1.    ARC. LANREOLADEJI 'M' 

2.     CHIEF LEREADEBAYO 'M' 

3.     ENGR. SOLA AKINWUMI 'M' 

on the same date, time and place in the aforesaid Judicial 

Division received by means of a felony to wit; stealing the 

sum of N126,467. 725.85k, property of the Osun State Gov 

ernment and thereby committed an offence, contrary to and 

punishable under S.427 of the Criminal Code, Cap. 34, Vol. 

II, Laws of Osun State of Nigeria, 2003. 

COUNT VI: 
 

1.    CHIEF LERE ADEBAYO'M' 

2.     ENGR. SOIAAKINWUMI 'M' 
 

on the same date, time and place in the aforesaid mentioned 

Judicial Division, being agents of Osun State Government 

(OSSG) corruptly obtained the sum of N85m (Eighty five 

million naira) property of the Osun State Government from 

Arc. Lanre Oladeji as consideration for showing favour in the 
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illegal release of the sum of N126,467,725.85k from the Funds 

of Osun State Government  and thereby committed  an of 

fence, contrary to and punishable under 494(1) (a) of the 

CC, Cap. 34, Vol. II, Laws of Osun State of Nigeria, 2003. 
 

COUNT VII: 
 

CHIEF LEREADEBAYO (M) 

On or about the 27 August,  2002, demanded and obtained 

from ARC LANRE OLADEJI 'M', the sum ofN10m (Ten mil 

lion naira) property of Osun State government and thereby 

committed  an offence,  contrary  to and punishable under 

S.404(1 )(a) of the Criminal Code, Vol. II, Cap. 34, Laws of 

Osun State of Nigeria, 2003. 
 
 

COMPLAINANTS' ADDRESS: 

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, 

NEW SECRETARIAT, 

ABERE, OSOGBO. 

HON. GBADEGESIN ADEDEJI 

HON. ATTORNEY-GENERALAND 

COMMISSIONER FOR JUSTICE, 

OSUN STATE. 

 
ACCUSED PERSONS' ADDRESS: 

c/o STATE C.I.D., 

AYETORO,  OSOGBO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

226 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proofs of Evidence 

(The Following Documents are Published unedited) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
227 



 

The following are the Proofs of Evidence that the Prosecu 

tions intends to adduce at the trial of this case: 
 

1ST PROSECUTION WITNESS: A. F. OLATOYE of Road 1, 

House 18, Housing Estate, Oke-Oniti, Osogbo, to testify as 

follows: 
 

I was a former PS(GS) in the Office of the Governor, Osogbo. 

The New Governor's office, i.e. Bola lge House was awarded 

to Messrs. L'Dalberto in November, 2001 of a sum of about 

N883,000.00. 
 

A team of Consultant headed by Arc. Ogunniyi was assembled 

for the projects. They were the same consultants assembied 

for the New Secretariat Complex. The projects i.e. New Secre 

tariat Complex and the New Governor's Office were peculiar 

in the method and condition of award. Because condition of 

the award were hard and harsh (the contractors  were not 

mobilized) and in an attempt to ensure that work did not stop 

on site because of lack of fund; a Bill1 account was created 

for the New Secretariat Complex and its management was 

placed under the consultants. A Biil1 account was also cre 

ated for the New Governor's Office and it was to be man 

aged by the consultant, also i.e. Arc. Ogunniyi as coordinat 

ing consultant for the New Secretariat Complex. 
 

The Bill1 account was well managed and the performance of 

Arc. Ogunniyi  was impressive. The Bill 1 account  for the 

New Governor's Office was also to be in the same account 

but Arc. Oladeji who designed the Governor's Office (a mem 

ber of the team of consultant) saw it differently. His position 
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was that he, as the consultant who designed the project, should 

manage  the Bill 1 account  for the project. A feud ensued 

between him and Arc. Ogunniyi. This was solved at a meet 

ing chaired by the former SSG where the former Hon. Com 

missioner for Finance was present. When an approval was 

given by H.E., the Governor for the first installment,  the Ac 

count Division  of the Governor's Office had prepared  the 

vouchers  in the name of Archy Consult i.e. Arc. Ogunniyi. 

But the vouchers  were not honoured  as the Accountant 

General's Office decided to release cheque only to Arc. Oladeji 

of Tropics Consult. It was as a result of this that the decision 

was taken at the meeting to prepare the vouchers in the name 

of Tropics Consult i.e. Arc. Oladeji. This was how the New 

Governor's Office got its own Bill 1 account  for award  of 

contract. In Government, there is a State Tender's Board, the 

SSG is the Chairman while the Hon. Commissioner for Fi 

nance is a member. The report of the Board on any contract 

is made to H. E" the Governor for approval. The process was 

followed  in respect  to the New Governor's Office for both 

projects, a single team of consultant was assembled but an 

other letter issued to Arc. Oladeji to design the New Gov 

ernor's Office. It was this letter that the Accountant General's 

Office held to take its position that on vouchers for Bill 1 

account on the project should be issued in the name of Trop 

ics Consult. Both letters of Consultancy were issued to the 

Cabinet Department. And in the strength of that letter, it was 

accepted and the Accounts Division of the Bureau of Gen 

eral Services was directed to prepare vouchers in the name 

of Tropics Consult i.e. Arc. Oladeji. The decision to the effect 
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was taken  at a meeting  chaired  by the former  SSG  on 

11.08.02. thereafter, all fund released for Bill1 account was 

paid and collected by Tropics Consult i.e. Arc. Oladeji. On 

the whole, a sum of N190,000,000.00 was released into the 

account. There were deductions made by the Accounts Divi 

sion of the Governor's Office. 
 

After collecting a sum of N190,000,000.00 Arc. Oladeji re 

quested for more money and upward review of the contract 

sum. Series of meetings were held and the character of Arc. 

Oladeji was presented in a Memo to the SSG after the meet 

ings, his request for more money into Bill1 account was not 

approved. What happened to the fund released to Arc. Oladeji 

was between him and the SSG." 
 

(Sgd) 
 

A.F. OLATOYE 
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2ND PROSECUTION WITNESS: KAYODE FASHOLA of 

National Bank of Nigeria, Osogbo Branch, to testify as 

follows: 
 

I work with National Bank of Nigeria Ltd with the Head Office 

in Lagos and I start to work with the Bank in September, 

2000. We started operations in Lagos at this period and we 

moved to Ibadan in early 2001. I am presently the Regional 

Manager (West Central)  and also the Branch  Manager, 

Osogbo. I got to know Architect Lanre Oladeji sometimes in 

year 2001, when I was in our Ibadan Office as the Relation 

ship Manager in lbadan. He was one of those who opened 

account with our lbadan Branch. He operated a business 

account named Tropic Consult. He did not have any Bank 

account in Osogbo, but because National Bank operates a 

system called On-line real time that allows him to operate his 

account in any of our stations or business offices. This On 

line system allows him to cash cheques at any station or 

branch of the Bank. He can equally pay in either cash or 

cheque at any of the branches. By the nature of my job, I go 

out to market for the Branch on daily basis and also visit my 

existing customers, and in one of my visits to the Govern 

ment New Secretariat, I saw him very close to the New Local 

Government Service Commission in company of some other 

workers who are working in the New Secretariat and he told 

me he is the one handling the architectural work of the New 

Bola lge Complex.  He told me that he has been coming to 

the office and he did not meet me. I told him I goes out a lot, 

that I don't stay in the office.  The two major cheques he 

 
231 



 

collected diverting in Osogbo by himself were cheques Nos. 

118 dated 27th August, 2002 for the sum of N10,000,000.00 

and Cheque No. 159 dated 18th October, 2002 for a sum of 

NS,OOO,OOO.OO. He collected these cheques physically as 

indicated on the releases of these cheques. Analysis of the 

payment were as done or the back of these cheques, which 

he also endorsed. By our system of the on-line, any chequ 

cashed  at branch ends up with that branch,  not minding 

where the account is opened. I may not know off-head the 

three occasions the customer dropped his cheques at lbadan, 

and ask Osogbo to pay his beneficiaries on his behalf. But 

from what Ihave seen on his cheques, he draws at lbadan, 

he drew all his cheques as the person collecting the money. 

He may direct Osogbo to pay anyone or his beneficiaries 

which may include Chief Lere Adebayo, as you have men 

tioned in the enquiry. Unfortunately, there is nowhere his 

beneficiary would sign at an end, since the customer would 

have signed as the recipient of the money or cheques at the 

station or branch where he dropped the cheque. It is not 

also possible for a branch to move money on behalf of a 

single customer from a far station, like lbadan to Osogb9 

with escort (police) bullion van except Osogbo do not have 

money to pay. And as long as the cheque is drawn properly 

at the end at which the cheque is dropped, which must havj 

satisfied the Bank to pay, then the paying end can go ahead 

to pay, wherever the customer directed is the beneficiary. I 

may not rightly know at the moment of the instruction of th 

customer to pay Chief Lere Adebayo, all that I know is that 

we deal with a lot of customers, who gives instructions to 
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some banking transactions  for them on their behalf. Chief 

Lere Adebayo could have been paid on behalf of these cus 

tomers.  One needs  to be reminded of the date, and the 

amount in specific terms and before that is done, the cus 

tomer could have satisfied the banking instructions to do that 

kind of transactions. It is possible for Arc. Lame Oladeji to 

drop cheques at lbadan and cash it at Osogbo. There will be 

no proof of collection of any cheque. Arc. Lanre Oladeji would 

have dropped his cheque at lbadan since he is a customer 

of the Bank, and all his particulars, his mandate will be in our 

computer for verification. He must have satisfied the lbadan 

end before he left and since he is well known to my 

operations staff in Osogbo,  he only transact his 

businesses with high level of courtesy. 
 

On the issue of carrying money to Chief Lere Adebayo, Chief 

Sola Akinwumi, from Arc. Lanre Oladeji, we deal with a lot of 

customers, and since I don't stay in the office, I could not 

ascertain what happened on daily basis in operation. 
 

On the cheques  Nos. 102 and 103, which he signed for in 

June 6th, 2002, he collected  them at lbadan  directly and 

luckily, the staff who paid him at Ibadan who was then the 

Cash Officer at lbadan and later the Head of operation at 

Osogbo is now at Osogbo. Three cheques were properly 

endorsed by the customer himself. On cheques Nos. 18 and 

159, he collected them personally at Osogbo which he him 

self (Arc. Lanre Oladeji signed for their collections. On cheque 

No. 302, he collected them directly at lbadan and not Osogbo. 
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lbadan would be in position to know how the customer col- 

lected the cheque and the cash he was given thereafter. 

Later, after checking our records, I could remember a pe 

riod where our customer at lbadan, Arc. Lanre Oladeji gave 

instruction to the branch to help release fund to Chief Lere 

Adebayo. We noted that cheque No. 118 which was drawn 

by Arc Lanre Oladeji of Tropic Consult Ltd dated 27th Au 

gust, 2002 for a sum of N1 0,000,000.00 was brought to the 

bank by the drawer. 
 

He requested for higher denominations, which we didn't have 

at that particular point in time. As soon as we get the higher 

denominations, of NSOO notes, I (Kayode Fasola) on behalf 

of the Bank, took the money to Chief Lere Adebayo, at his 

residence at the GRA, Osogbo, all the money were given to 

him. All what we did is to do a trust job expected of us as 

Bankers and as directed by our customer. I did not at any 

occasion give any money on behalf of the customer to Engr. 

Sola Akinwumi. I did my job as expected of me, no money 

was given to me as a person, since it was deemed to be a 

withdrawal by our customer. I don't know of any fraudulent 

transactions on the account. The customer withdraws based 

on credit balance in his account. It was only once that I can 

say the customer gave that instruction to give money to Chief 

Lere Adebayo. 
 

I am currently the Regional Manager, National Bank of Nige 

ria Limited, with responsibilities of overseeing the branches 

in Osogbo, llesa and Abere and all other branches that mat 

come up within the West Central Region of the Bank. As 
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stated in my former statement, the Architect, a customer of 

the Bank at lbadan, Mr. Lanre Oladeji came to Osogbo branch 

to make banking transactions on his account which is per 

mitted by the on-line one time telecommunication available 

by the bank. He came with a cheque of his business com 

pany, Tropics Consult, to withdraw a sum of N10,000,000.00 

(Ten million). By the structure of our business, and as the 

Regional Manager, I don't stay in the office at all, always go 

out for marketing. At the time I came back to the office, he 

was downstairs, to make the above transactions. He needs 

the money in high denominations, and since it was not read 

ily available,  he directed  then that he was in a hurry for a 

meeting that when we get the fund, we should help him drop 

it with Chief Lere Adebayo,  from where he will pick it. The 

said money was taken to Chief Lere Adebayo as instructed 

by the customer of the bank. This was done only one time by 

us. No .other payments were made through me to Chief Lere 

Adebayo or any other person. The customer of the bank had 

enough money in his account to accommodate the cheque 

he drew at that period. I do not know the purpose for which 

he draws the cheque, but we did our job based on the man 

date of the account. As stated earlier, no other person was 

paid through the bank in the said manner. I had earlier made 

available to the police of the said cheque withdraw by the 

Architect. That is all what I know about this matter." 

(Sgd) 

KAYODE FASHOLA 13-12-2004 
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3RD PROSECUTION WITNESS: AC. OBIAKOR, AC.P. of 

State C.I.D., Aiyetoro,  Osogbo,  to testify as to the general 

investigation conducted by the police into the case". 
 

'4TH PROSECUTION WITNESS: DANLADI AUDU (C.P.L.) 

NO. 171664 of State C.I.D., Aiyetoro, Osogbo, to testify to 

the general investigation conducted by the police and ten 

der Exhibits if any" 

DATED at Osogbo, this 13th day of Dec., 2004. 
 

MRS.A.A.ADEWEMIMO 

Chief State Counsel, 

For Hon. Attorney-General and 

Commissioner for Justice. 
 

The Nigeria Police 

Statement of Accused 
 

State C.I.D.Ayetoro Station Osogbo, Osun State Province 

Name: Arc. Lanre Oladeji National/Tribe Nigerian/Yoruba 

Age: 62 Occupation Architect- Planner Religion Islam 

I LANRE OLADEJI (Male) having been duly cautioned  in 

English Language that I am not obliged to say anything un 

less I wish to do so but whatever I say shall be taken down in 

writing and may be given in evidence  (Sgd). I Voluntarily 

elect to state as follows. 
 

I will like to make my statement in the presence of my Lawyer 
 

(Sgd.) 23-Feb-2004. 

Lanre Oladeji 
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The Nigeria Police 

Statement of Accused 
 

State C. L D. Station Osun State Province 

Name: Lanre Oladeji 

Police D 19 

Nationality          Nigerian                 Tribe :   Yoruba 

Religion:             Islam                      Age:      62 

Occupation:        Architect-Planner 

Address:             Oladeji Close, Kongi Area, lbadan. 
 

I LANRE OLADEJI  (Male) having  been duly cautioned in 

English Language that I am not obliged to say anything un 

less I wish to do so but whatever I say shall be taken down in 

writing and may be given in evidence. (Sgd.) I Voluntarily 

elect to state as follows. 
 

Feb. 24-04 
 

I am the President of TROPICS CONSULT LTD, a 

Consultancy and Construction Outfit in lbadan, Oyo State. 

Our Office was commissioned to carry out the design and 

supervision of the new Office of the governor Project, later 

named BOLA IGE HOUSE. 
 

During construction, certain aspects of the Project, includ 

ing the Preliminaries and Security  were put directly under 

our control.  The total amount  of this aspect was about N 

170,000,000.00. This money was given to us in about five 

installments  as the Project progressed. In the course of the 

works, the then Secretary to the State Government, Engr. 

Sola Akinwumi called me and told me that I had to release 

part of the money that was in my care for a purpose and that 
 

237 



 

 

the money so released would be returned to the Project later. 

He later met me again with the Commissioner for Finance, 

Chief Lere Adebayo and this matter was again raised and 

discussed. All of the money so taken from the project I wa 

told would be returned in time for payments for the respec 

tive services. The total money so released to them amounted 

to N85,000,000.00 (eighty-five  million naira). The  money 

had not been returned until handing over eventually took place 

to the new Government  of Prince Olagunsoye  Oyinlola in 

May of2003. The balance of the money and more had been 

utilized for the special services, including panelling  of the 

Office of the Governor (a modification to the Project), provi 

sion of security doors (in far more places than had been 

originally provided for), air-conditioning in special areas, fur 

niture, furnishing, project management, etc. 
 

This Project was completely and totally controlled by the SSG 

and I was absolutely responsible to him. He gave all the or 

ders. I therefore did not discuss the issue of the money with 

the Governor. In respect of a report, that is said to allege 

that N126,000,000.00 is missing, my only comment is that no 

such amount can be missing. I need to have access to and 

thoroughly study such a report. 
 

(Sgd.) 
 

LANREOLADEJI 

ENDORSEMENT: 
 

The accused person was brought before me at about 1345 
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Hrs today 27th February, 2004 and his statement was read 

to him. He accepted to have made the statement voluntarily, 

without duress or inducement. He further accepted that he 

wrote the statement in his own handwriting and the statement 

is hereby endorsed by me AJANI OLASUPO  CSP today 

27th February 2004. 
 

(SgJ.) 
 

AJANI OLASUPO (CSP). 
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The Nigeria  Police 

The Statement  of Accused 

C. I. D.              Osogbo Station            Osun State Province 

NAME:            ARC LANRE OLADEJI 

NATIONALITY: NIGERIAN       TRIBE:            YORUBA 

AGE:   62          OCCUPATION: ARCHITECT- PLANNER 

RELIGION:       ISLAM 

ADDRESS:       OLADEJI CLOSE, KONGI AREA, IBADAN. 
 

 

I LANRE OLADEJI  (Male) having been duly cautioned in 

English Language that I am not obliged to say anything un 

less I wish to do so but whatever I say shall be taken down in 

writing and may be given in evidence.  (Sgd.) I Voluntarily 

elect to state as follows. 

27-02-04 

Our Consultancy Service started towards the end of the sec 

ond half of 2000, but the Contract works did not commence 

until  early  2001.  The  Main  Contractor  was  Messrs.  L. 

'DALBERTO  & CO LTD., with the Principal Electrical/Me 

chanical Contractors being Messrs. MATCOM LTD, both of 

whom were appointed directly by the Government. We em 

ployed the smaller sub-contractors and suppliers whose jobs 

were limited to Bill No 1 which was put totally under our con 

trol and with the tacit approval of Government. We also paid 

these from the vote that we controlled. It is true that the amount 

in this Bill 1 account was N190,000,000.00. however, we 

were paid this sum net, the Finance Department having de 

ducted what was calculated to be VAT and TAX (totaling 

N19,000,000.00 which is 10%). It is the difference of 

N171,000,000.00 that we actually received. 
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The N85,000,000.00 was paid in a number of installments. A 

lot of the money was collected in bits and pieces until the 

amount required was gathered. This was to  avoid raising 

eye brows and suspicions. When the money was ready, it 

was moved to Osogbo and the SSG would be alerted. When 

the money came and it was bulk, i.e. when it was more than 

N10,000,000.00, the SSG would ask me to take it to the Com 

missioner. He would later confirm to me that the Commis 

sioner  said he had  "seen  me".  Three  times  I did this - 

N25,000,000.000, N20,000,000.00, N20,000,000.00 and four 

times the  SSG  himself collected N5,000,000.00, 

N5,000,000.00, N5,000,000.00, N5,000,000.00. Apart from 

the fact that the Governor did not deal directly with us, the 

SSG made it impossible to relate with His Excellency even 

when it became obvious that this was the only one way left to 

resolve certain issues. On one occasion  when His Excel 

lency ran into us on site and asked a certain question about 

some delay, the true answer I gave over the issue prompted 

His Excellency to act immediately, but almost cost me my job 

later. It is unfortunate that I do not have any witnesses, natu 

rally, that I gave these moneys to these people, but these are 

honourable people and they will not deny it. It is true that 

since (when) this matter started I have had real threats to my 

life and I had been warned of the dangers of serious attack 

that could lead to fatal consequences from certain quarters. 

Immediately this happened, I employed two personal guards 

for our own home, additional to the Police Patrol and eleven 

street guards (fully armed) employed by the Residents Asso 

ciation. When the' threat seemed to subside, I disbanded my 
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own personal guard to limit the strain on my finance. I then 

approached the Residents Association to appeal for more 

regular patrol of my premises by the Street Guards, espe 

cially at night. They obliged. My neighbours' guards from 

Prof. Dotun Phillip's place across the fence also oblige by 

watching across our fence, particularly at night. They have 

apprehended a number  of people not a few times. In the 

present  circumstance, it is possible  the situation  may re 

surface. I cannot help this, but I pray the Lord Almighty will 

continue to manage the situation for me. On the allegation 

that variations were without authorization on the Project, vari 

ous and regular  correspondence on modifications to the 

Project right from the beginning and minutes of meetings of 

site meetings are evidence of warning to the Client that there 

are impending variations. Cost of these additional works are 

never known in most cases until the Contractor has executed 

same and casted by the Quantity Surveyor, Global picture of 

such works is known only when the Quantity Surveyor comes 

up with his first financial statement. On allegation that I con 

trolled the Project alone; this cannot and is not true. I be 

came tight-lipped only in areas that bordered  on financial 

matters stated above, as well as in matters that related to the 

security of the project. On how to recover the balance of the 

money, I suggest that Government invited the dramatis per 

sonae and hold discussions with them. Since the inception 

of this Projects, the major thing we have done is to compu 

terize our office, pay all our debts on rents and services, and 

maintained our organization. I also acquired a virtually brand 

new Volvo Saloon Car which I lost along with my 16-yr old 
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daughter and driver of 30 years service to a ghastly motor 

accident late last year when my daughter  was going to a s 

sume her course of study at the Ladoke Akintola University 

of Technology, Ogbomoso. Before then I had the little prop 

erty on which my house is a Kongi Area of lbadan, as well as 

a Property inside Bodija Market which is still at Foundation 

level. I wish to state that all of the monies paid to the function 

aries were not officially directed by Government and I was 

responsible to Government to account for all of the money 

received by me for the Project. However, there were per 

ceived consequences if I had done otherwise by refusing to 

"cooperate'  and make the money available to them. 

For instance,  there was a time when  His Excellency  was 

given such false information about me by the SSG that the 

Governor did not want to see me until subsequent events 

may have opened  his eyes to the truth. When the monies 

began to roll in, his attitude changed towards me. It was 

very late in the day when I, not me alone, but also other 

Consultants, that an access  to the Governor might have 

created controversies between certain realities  and  the 

pictures painted to His Excellency by the SSG, Engr. Sola 

Akinwumi. 

I may also say, sir, that at the time these transactions were 

taking place there was hardly any differences between the 

authority of the SSG that authorized the control of the funds 

by us and the SSG that directed that I make certain monies 

available to them. I was not told for any purpose in particular, 

but the money was to be used for a purpose. 

(Sgd.) 27- 02- 04 
 

LANRE OLADEJI 
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Endorsement 
 

The accused person was brought before me at exactly 
1345 Hrs. His statement was read to him and he agreed to 
have made the statement voluntarily without inducement and 
threat and that it is his own hand written and that he did not 
make the statement under duress. 

 

He made all these confirmation today 27th February, 2004 

before me at exactly 1400 hrs. after the statement was read 

and re-read to him pls. 

(Sgd.) 

AJANI OLASUPO (CSP). 

I LANRE OLADEJI (Male) having been duly cautioned in 

English Language that I am not obliged to say anything un 

less I wish to do so but whatever I say shall be taken down in 

writing and may be given in evidence. (Sgd.) I Voluntarily 

elect to state as follows. 

(Sgd) 05-03- 04 

LANRE OLADEJI 
 

I, ARC LANRE OLADEJI freely elect to state as follows: 
 

On about three occasions the money was moved through my 

Bank, NATIONAL BANK LTD, Agodi Branch, lbadan. I would 

issue cheques to the Bank and authorize the Bank to move 

the money to their Osogbo Branch.  Via my instruction  the 

Manager delivered such money to Chief Lere Adebayo. The 

rest of the money was made up by me in cash, as explained 

in my earlier statement. 

(Sgd.) 05- 03- 04 

LANRE OLADEJI 
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ENDORSEMENT The suspectArc. Lanre Oladeji was brought 

before me, today 5th of March, 2004 at about 1700 Hrs. This 

additional statement was read to him and he agreed that he 

made the statement voluntarily, and that he was not induced 

or intimidated to make the statement neither was he under 

duress and he signed the statement  at about 1702 Hrs. of 

date. 
 

(Sgd.) 05-  03- 04  AJANI OLASUPO (CSP) 
 

I LANRE  OLADEJI  (Male) having  been duly cautioned  in 

English Language that I am not obliged to say anything un 

less I wish to do so but whatever I say shall be taken down in 

writing and may be given in evidence. (Sgd.) I Voluntarily 

elect to state as follows. 

In my earlier statement where I quoted N171, 000,000.00, I 

was doing this without the documents at my disposal. I had 

calculated this figure off-head from the gross amount of 

N190,000,000.00 paid to us. Now that I have the data at my 

disposal, I am now confirming receipts of N34,000,000.00, 

N26,000,000.00, N35,067 ,373.00, N53,619,000.00, 

N49,044,000.00 all totaling N174,330,375.00.1twas from this 

same amount that we purchased the Project vehicles- The 

vehicle has an accident and we have carried out major re 

pairs on the vehicle. We have already reported to Govern 

ment that as soon the repair was completed we would return 

the vehicle. There was never a time I collected N50,000,000.00 for 

whatever purpose.  The only monies given to me were 

those ones I stated above. Now that I have these data I shall 

go back and check records and find out the difference and 
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the total accounts to explain the difference of N3,000,000.00 
 

(Sgd.) 08- 03- 04 

LANRE OLADEJI 
 

ENDORSEMENT: The susp    ect Arc. Lanre Oladeji was brought 

before me, today 08/03/2004  at about 1500 hrs. and his 

additional statement was read to him. He accepted that he 

wrote the statement voluntarily without and intimidated or in 

ducement. He also accepted that he did not write the state 

ment under duress and he signed the statement also without 

inducement, intimidation or under duress. 

(Sgd.) 08- 03- 04 

AJANI OLASUPO (CSP) 
 

In case of accused person the formal caution will be admin 

istered 

I, ARC. LANRE OLADEJI freely elect to state as follows: 

I, the above named person having been duly cautioned in 

English'Language that I am not obliged to say anything in 

answer to the charge unless I wish to do so, but whatever I 

say will be taken down in writing and may be given in evi 

dence: (Sgd.) 

We were the Prime Consultant on the Office of the Governor 

Project, Osogbo- i.e. TROPICS CONSULT LTD. The total 

sum in Bill1 of N190,000,000.00, less 5% Tax and 5% VAT- 

10%, was paid into our Account in various installments. This 

money was to be used to prosecute various aspects of the 

job that did not relate to the Builder's Works. These included 

furniture, furnishings, art works of murals, model fabrication, 

security installations, door numbers of name plates, etc. At 

246 



 

 

different times during the currency of the Project, paid vari 

ous sums in cash to the Secretary to the State Government 

amounting to N20,000,000.00 and the Commissioner for Fi 

nance amounting to N65,000,000.00. The money to the SSG, 

Engr. Sola Akinwumi was in 4 No installments of N5,000,000.00 

each and was delivered to him personally by me in Osogbo 

on each occasion.  The money to the Commissioner for Fi 

nance, Chief Lere Adebayo was routed 'also in cash through 

the Bank Manager of my Bank at Osogbo. At no time did I 

give any money to Chief Bisi Akande, either directly or 

by proxy. In spite ofthe money given above, which they 

promised would be returned later, all of the jobs were 

executed fully and to satisfaction, materials to be deliv 

ered on site were all delivered. Most aspects of the job 

were executed even beyond the scope of the Bill, in view of 

the increase in scope of this non-Builder's aspect of the job. 

As for proof of or evidence or payment, it would be virtually 

impossible for me to prove the movement of all of these mon 

ies in particular directors. Some of it I carried on my person. 

The ones that were moved through the Bank could only be of 

circumstantial evidence level. For instance, all of our sub 

contractor were paid, without exception, in lbadan. Most of 

them were based either in Lagos or lbadan. The materials 

they required for the execution of their works were purchased 

in lbadan, Lagos or from abroad. It therefore made no sense 

for me to write a cheque drawn to my own name on lbadan 

Bank where I was and then ask for it to be transferred  to 

Osogbo for me to go and collect, when I had no need for the 

money and no-one to pay there. That is all know. (Sgd.) 

LANRE OLADEJI September 25, 2004. 
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In case of accused  person the formal caution will be 

administered. 

Continuation of my Statement: There is a variation of 

over one hundred million naira that was referred to. This 

variation does not refer to the aspect of the works in Bill 1, to 

which the payment of N171,000,000.00 refers. The variation 

of over a hundred million naira is the totality of Additional 

Works resulting from modifications to the drawings,  addi- 

tional works relating to quantities measured on site in excess 

of the provisions  in the Bill, as well as other works which 

were not in the original contract, but which the Contractor 

was instructed to perform. These additional works started 

right from site clearing and site preparations through he foun 

dation and other substructural works to the entire superstruc- 

ture. These additional works were measured at every stage 

of the works along with work done and paid for through all 

the twelve certificates that were honoured by Government 

over a period of nearly two years. No variation has been 

paid on aspects of the works relating to the N170,000,000.00 

Government paid to us, directly for the subcontracts already 

stated above. It is on the N170, 000,000.00 that Government 

is now alleging that N126,000,000.00 is missing. 

I stated affirmatively that in respect of this Project, there was 

no unauthorized  variation. I shall collect my Statement of 

Account and make a copy available to the Commissioner in 

support of aspects of my statement. 

(Sgd.)  25-  09- 04 

LANRE OLADEJI 
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The Nigeria Police 

Statement of the Accused 
 
.............. Station ...............Province 
NAME: ENGR. SOLA  AKINWUMI  NATIONALITY: NIGERIA 
TRIBE:   YORUBA 
AGE: 64 OCCUPATION: CIVIL ENGINEER- 
ING 
RELIGION: ISLAM 
ADDRESS: KUELU'S COMPOUND, ILOBU OR KUELU VILLAADEGBAYI 

AREA,IBADAN 
 

I, ENGR. SOLA AKINWUMI, Male, having been duly cau 

tioned in English Language that I am not obliged to say any 

thing unless I wish to do so but whatever I say shall be taken 

down in writing and may be given in evidence. (Sgd.) 
 

I Voluntarily elect to state as follows. 
 

I ENGR. ABDUL GANIYU OLUSOLAAKINWUMI, native of 

llobu in lrepodun Local Government of Osun State, an Engi 

neer and a former Secretary to Osun State Government be 

tween 1999 June and 2003 May. As the Secretary to the 

State Government, I was the general supervisor in charge of 

the Governor's Office wherein I am ably supported by some 

.seasoned civil servants (Permanent Secretaries). The Sec 

retariat Complex and BOLA IGE HOUSE projects were con 

ceived and executed early in year 2000. The consultants at 

the meeting advised that a Bill1 account be operated for the 

smooth running of the project which should be in their name 

and this was approved.  The total amount  of Bill I as pre 

sented by the PS (GS) on Bola lge House using same rate 

with the Secretariat Complex project is put at about N190m 
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subject to some tax deductions. The issue of Bill account 

can be likened to what is known as imprest account which 

should be retired before obtaining further payments. There 

was nothing secret about the management of the account 

since any amount paid is always discussed at the site meet 

ing where the PS(GS) is always present and he represents 

the consultant to us in file by way of recommendation.  The 

deviation might have occurred as a way of the architect try 

ing to assert his independence since his project did not start 

until about six months by which time the Secretariat complex 

was about finishing even though I advised to the contrary 

through the PS(GS) who is always at their site meetings in 

file. Ach. Lame Oladeji alleged that he gave me and Chief 

Lere Adebayo a sum of N85m for the prosecution  of the 

2003 election. This allegation is utterly false and baseless. 

He is either hallucinating or must have been out of his mind. 

I wish to reiterate that I did not seat with anybody or group of 

people to receive the sum of N85m as alleged. I did not 

receive any money either directly from Arc. Lame Oladeji or 

an intermediary. This allegation is hereby totally denied and 

of no basis whatsoever. No cheques written to the Architect 

were written by the IPS(GS) will be in better position to throw 

some lights on all materials paid for by the Architect. Let the 

Architect produce a convincing evidence to back up his alle 

gation. I denied it entirely. I have no monetary deal with him 

or his agent. There was no time the Party A.0. ask for money 

from me to prosecute the election. 

(SGD) (SOLAAKINWUMI) 

Interpreted by me: (SGD) 19-03-04 
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The Nigeria Police 

Statement of the Accused 
 
 

OSOGBO station 

.............. ........Command 

NAME:  ENGR. SOLAAKINWUMI 

NATIONALITY: NIGERIAN TRIBE: YORUBA 

AGE: 64   RELIGION: ISLAM 

OCCUPATION: CIVIL ENGINEERING 

ADDRESS:  KUEIU VILLA, KUEIU'S COMP,  IBADAN 
 
 

In the case of accused person the forms will be given and 

the fact recorded is manuscripts. 
 

I, ENGR. SOLAAKINWUMI, Male, having been duly cau 

tioned in English language that I am not obliged to say any 

thing unless I wish to do so but whatever I say shall be taken 

down in writing and may be given in evidence. I voluntarily 

elect to state as follows. 
 

"1, ENGR. SOLAAKINWUMI, Muslim, native of llobu and 

former Secretary to the State Government of Osun State be 

tween May 1999 to 2003. I am not a member of any Techni 

cal Committee but the chairman of the State Tenders' Board 

that awarded the BOLA IGE HOUSE Project. The contracts 

were independently awarded and signed individually by the 

two Consultants. The issue of break up within the consultants 

arose at a point where the other architect started his own 

project wherein the Accountant-General refused to honour 

his payment basically on the reason that this was a different 
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contract and could be supported by the book. The PS (GS) 

then Mr. Francis Olatoye is in better position to speak more 

on that. I did not approve of any variations or break up was 

no where a sum of N171m was paid once except basically 

on valuation certified by the career officer in charge. Check 

for all the reasons pertaining to the valuation payments from 

the career officers who were better positioned to throw light 

on that aspect. There was no any approval for unauthorized 

variation. Any approval  given by the Governor  must have 

been deemed authorized. To the best of my knowledge, Gov- 

ernor 'Bisi Akande would not have approved any messy dea1 

or any unauthorized variation, the variation which inciden 

tally was revalidated and paid by present incumbent Gover 

nor (Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola). That is all I know. 
 
 
 

(SGD) 'SOLAAKINWUMI 
 

13-09-04 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

252 



 

 
 

The Nigeria Police 

Statement of Accused 

 
Osun State Province 

NAME:   CHIEFLEREADEBAYO 

AGE 62 

RELIGION: CHRISTIAN 

C.l.D Station 

TRIBE  : YORUBA 

OCCUPATION:  LEGALPRACTITIONER 

ADDRESS: 13, WATER RESERVOIR RD, ORITA BASORUN, IBADAN 

NATIONALITY: NIGERIAN 
 

 

I, CHIEF LEREADEBAYO, Male, having been cautioned in 

English Language that I am not obliged to say anything un 

less I wish to do so but whatever I say shall be taken down in 

writing and may be given in evidence. I voluntarily elect to 

state as follows. 
 

"I am Chief Lere Adebayo, a Legal Practitioner, a former 

Commissioner of Finance under Governor 'Bisi Akande. My 

office ended on the 27th of May, 2003. I know about Bola 

lge's House and the Secretariat. I know Architect Oladeji. He 

was the Architect for Bola lge's House. I know one Kayode 

as the Manager of National Bank, Osogbo as I know all the 

Bank Manager's in Osogbo. I am not aware that all the archi 

tects and consultants who handled the Secretariat were com 

missioned to handle Bill One of Bola lge's House, because, it 

is not my schedule. All the approvals by the Governor in 

respect of the Bola lge's House were sent to my office in 

respect of Bill One of the project. As soon as approvals from 

Governor for any payment, my duty is to send the approval 

to the Permanent Secretary to issue a warrant of release to 
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the Accountant General's Office who issued cheques for pay 

ments. The approvals for payment in respect of Bill One were 

routed through my office to the Accountant-General for pay 

ment. The schedule for Bill One as presented by the Perma 

nent Secretary, General Services was discussed with me by 

the Secretary to the State Government if there will be fund to 

pay. Having gone through the financial position of the Gov 

ernment  at that time, the first payment  was paid. The Ac 

countant-General in my capacity as Commissioner cannot 

release any money outside the release warrant. All warrants 

of Release from the Ministry of Finance must be equal to the 

approved cheques issue for payment in respect of Bill One. 

The police officer informed me that 3 million was paid in 

excess  to the Warrant  or Release  in respect  of Bill One 

through Government Cheques made payable to the Archi 

tect. The responsibility of the discrepancy in payment is be 

tween the P.S. Finance and Accountant General. Architect 

Oladeji never gave me any money not to talk of N85m. I know 

Kayode- the Manager for National Bank, Osogbo. I know 

him when his boss came to Osogbo to persuade the Gover 

nor to pay our statutory allocation to his bank. 
 

I have no private monetary deals with Kayode. Kayode never 

brought any money to me. I will be surprised if anybody is 

called upon to say that I confessed to him. I repeat, I have 

never confessed to anybody. I never demanded any money 

from Arch. Lanre Oladeji to prosecute the Guber election 

2003. 
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The Nigeria Police 

Statement of the Accused 

 
............Station 

NAME: TRIBE: 

OCCUPATION: 

Religion: 

ADDRESS: 

... ........ . Command 

ADEBAYO LERE   NATIONALITY: NIGERIAN 

YORUBA  AGE: 62 

LEGAL PRACTITIONER 

CHRISTIAN 

13, WATER RESERVOIR RD, ORITABASORUN, IBADAN. 
 
 

In case of accused person the formal caution will be admin 

istered. 
 

In the case of accused person, the forms caution will be 

given and the fact recorded here is manuscript. I, ADEBAYO 

LERE, Male, having been cautioned in English Language 

that I am not obliged to say anything unless I wish to do so 

but whatever I say shall be taken down in writing and may be 

given in evidence. I voluntarily elect to state as follows: 
 

"That I am Chief Lere Adebayo, a Legal practitioner of 36 

year at the Bar and then former Commissioner for Finance 

in Osun State. I am not a member of any technical commit 

tee in respect of Bola lge House, but I was a member of the 

State Tenders Board. There were contracts for both Bola lge 

House and the Secretariat. I did not know anything about 

the break of the consultants into two. I did not approve of any 

break of the consultants. All the questions asked so far are 

not within my schedule. I will react to only theN10m which 

the Bank Manager allegedly said he gave me. I say with all 
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the emphasis at my disposal that as I said in my previous 

statement to the police, I did not ask, demand,  or receive 

any money from the National Bank Manager at Osogbo. I do 

not know of any approval unauthorised valuation of Bola lge's 

House, I believe any approval given by the Chief Executive 

of the State is deemed to be authorised. That is alii know on 

this matter. 
 

(SGD) LERE ADEBAYO 

13/9/04 
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The Last word 
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THE CoMET               Friday, December 3, 2004 
 

N126m Bola lge House 'fraud: 
Police absolve Akande 

By Sola Balogun, lbadan. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Osun State police command has absolved the National 

Chairman of the Alliance for Democracy (AD) Chief Adebisi 

Akande of any involvement in the N126 million  fraud alleg 

edly perpetrated while the ultra-modem Bola lge House was 

constructed. 
 

Police Commissioner, Alhaji Abubakar Audu, declared that 

the former governor  has no case to answer as the Police 

"has arraigned those that it found culpable in the fraud" 
 

Akande, along with his Commissioner for finance, Chief Letie 

Adebayo and the Secretary to the state government, Mr. Sola 

Akinwunmi, were earlier in the year cited as being involved 

in the fraud allegedly perpetrated while the ultra-modern state 

secretariat named "Bola lge House "was being constructed" 
 

The government had said then that it was the architect that 

handled the construction, Lanre Oladeji, that squealed fol 

lowing some sniffing by new government. 
 

The Architect then was said to have alleged that the money 

was used to finance the re-election of the former AD gover 

nor. Oladeji was equally said to have indicted Akinwunmi and 
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Adebayo in his confession. The disclosure sparked off a 

furious denial from the Akande camp which insisted that the 

Oyinlola government was out to rub mud on the person of the 

former governor. 
 

Akande, in several interviews actually pleaded his innocence 

challenging Oyinlola to take the matter before a court of com 

petent jurisdiction or the ICPC for prosecution if he (Oyinlola) 

is sure of his facts. But Akande's name was however con 

spicuously missing when the police eventually arraigned the 

suspect at a Chief Magistrate's court on Tuesday as only 

three  persons, Akinwunmi, Adebayo  and  Oladeji,  were 

charged before the Osogbo court. 
 

Audu, while speaking with reporters on telephone added that 

"those people arraigned are those we found culpable in the 

fraud, and as you can see,Akande is not among them. We 

have nothing against Akande" 
 

The Police boss was however quick in adding that investiga 

tion was still on in the matter that has generated a lot of 

political heat both within Osun State and Yorubaland. Audu 

also expressed shock that reporters were asking about Akande 

when the Police has charged those it found culpable in the 

fraud. 
 

The three persons charged were ordered to be remanded at 

the llesa Prison by the Chief Magistrate after he has rejected 

pleas for their bail. 
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SuNDAY TRIBUNE          
Sunday, August 15, 2004 

 

HomeAway Wale Adebanwi (in UK) 
 

Take a bow; Ex-Governor Akande! 
 

 
 
 
 

I am going to break some semi-confidentiality by relating this 

story. The story is not confidential in itself, it is just that the 

person telling it would- not being a Nigerian and working for 

an international organisation -expect that he would not be 

dragged into the dynamics of local politics. I would therefore 

"conceal" his identity. 
 

I attended a talk recently here in the UK given by a man who 

heads one of the international initiatives to help Nigeria out of 

its economic and social crisis. As the moderator, I was not 

given the opportunity to be too emotional about the encoun 

ter, because indeed, one could have wept for Nigeria hear 

ing the stories. But, I am compelled to relate the one con 

cerning the former governor of Osun State, Chief Bisi Akande, 

who, interestingly, is currently embattled! 
 

The foreign organisation, in conjunction with the federal gov 

ernment, choose six states from the six zones of the country 

and examined their public finance management to see ways 

of helping them or encouraging them to improve their public 

finance management. The states were Abia, Cross Rivers, 

Gombe, Kebbi, Plateau and Osun. From one state to the 
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next, the expatriates found that these states had not shown 

transparency in public finance management; either that con 

tracts did not go through the proper process of tender boards, 

or the process was not transparent, public money was not 

spent with the strongest sense of financial prudence,  etc., 

etc. They were therefore saddled with telling these states 

what to do in the area of accountability and transparency so 

that they could support the states by providing financial as 

sistance on specific projects. Then they got to Bisi  Akande's 

Osun State and found that all that could be desired in opti 

mum public finance management, accountability and trans 

parency were there. They were more than a little surprised, 

given their experience in all the other states and the image 

that they carried in their heads on public finance manage 

ment in Nigeria. They did not hesitate to recommend Osun 

State for immediate financial assistance from their foreign 

body. Unfortunately, given the state of affairs in the other 

states, Osun state could not get this assistance until Akande 

left power. 
 

One of the two governors in the other two southern states 

whose state was not recommended for assistance challenged 

the expatriates and asked why his state was not selected. He 

was told that it was only Osun State that fulfilled the criteria. 

The governor laughed and said, 'That is why the man (Akande) 

lost election!" Interesting enough, I have it on good authority 

that President Obasanjo used to tell people close to him that 

Akande was only one governor whose integrity he could vouch 

for.  (Never mind that perhaps "new information" or 
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expediency is making the president to say a different thing in 

public now). 
 

It would be interesting to see the outcome of accusation of 

corruption that Akande now faces, though I often suppress 

laughter to think that it is Col. Olagunsoye Oyinlola, the former 

military governor of Lagos State, and now PDP governor of 

Osun State, that is making the charges! But, let us leave that 

for another day. 
 

For now, take a bow, Chief Bisi Akande, you have re- 

written the history of governance In Nigeria. 
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NIGERIAN TRIBUNE Wednesday, July 9, _2003 
 

Editorial 
 

The Bisi Akande Example 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCORDING to the famous saying, "the evil that men 

do lives after them, but the good they do is often interned 

with their bones". The irony of human existence has often 

served as a disincentive to good deeds. For what good does 

it bring to a person who makes sacrifice all his life for the 

sake of posterity, only for him and his sacrificial deeds to be 

forgotten shortly after his demise? As Apostle Paul of the 

Holy Bible noted of some hedonists, "let us eat and drink, for 

tomorrow we die! And tomorrow, after death, offers only noth 

ingness". 
 

But this view of life- the disposition towards the "here 

and now" - even though approximates the secular reality, 

should not necessarily be so. A society that would make 

progress, morally and materially, should make efforts to 

codify in its memory the good deeds of its heroes, just as it 

is natural to remember the evil deeds of its villains. 
 

It is for this reason that we feel obliged to put on record 

the exemplary deeds of the out gone governor of Osun State, 
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Chief Bisi Akande. While being conscious of the possibility 

that some people within and outside of Osun State may hold 

this exemplary leader as a villain, we feel this should not be 

enough reason to stop society from acknowledging the vir 

tues of leadership exhibited by Chief Akande in his four years 

governance of Osun State. Chief Akande mounted the sad 

dle of governorship of Osun State a little over four years ago 

to meet a state that was virtually economically bankrupt. 
 

With a combination of factors as poor internally gener 

ated revenue, low revenue receipt from the Federation Ac 

count (34th position among the 36 States), and the rapa 

cious attitude to governance of his military predecessors, 

Chief Akande met a state with frighteningly huge debt obliga 

tions to workers, local contractors and foreign creditors. So 

hopeless was the situation that no credible observer gave the 

state beyond six months to file for bankruptcy. 
 

By a counter combination of prudent and innovative 

management of sorely scarce resources, determined and 

sustained fight against corruption, and an exemplary ascetic 

lifestyle, Akande was able to turn around the fortunes of 

the state to one of viability and even potential vibrancy. 

How did he do it? First, he reasoned, quite correctly, that 

a major source of drain on public fund was excessive cost of 

governance. On the basis of this realisation, he moved 

swiftly to block this drain by setting up a Central Economic 

Planning Office (CEPO) which had the responsibility of 

establishing, periodically, the market prices of the 

equipment, stationery and other items required from time 

to time by the government. The confirmed prices (in both 

wholesale and retail) 
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served as the benchmark above which no item could be pur 

chased*. This yielded a result that went beyond the imagina 

tion of all. From this practice, about five billion naira was 

saved in four years that went into paying inherited salary 

arrears and development projects. 
 

Second, Akande, through very shrewd negotiations, got 

deals from major contractors to the government far better 

than what other governments in the federation were getting 

from, often times, the same contractors. As example, where 

many state governments found it difficult to build 15 proto 

type classrooms with a certain amount given equally to them 

from the nationwide UBE primary school project, Akande 

used the same amount to build 30classrooms which quality 

strictly adhered to stipulation. Again, for a road project which 

the Federal Government paid N80m per kilometer, Akande 

got a deal for a better quality road from the same federal 

government contractor for N20m per kilometer. Altogether, 

the Osun government under Akande constructed about 1,000 

kilmeters of good roads in four years. 
 

Third, to build the State Secretariat complex which he 

did not even promise to build in his electioneering campaign 

of 1999, he employed the method of Direct Labour which 

ensured continuous employment for about 5,000 artisans and 

unskilled labourers in Osun State. It is only economists who 
 

 
* Very early in his administration ,Akande established a Central Price Reference System with a view to 
ensuring comparability of procurement  prices, due  process in  procurement and efficient allocation of 
resources.The innovation was first of its kind in Nigeria. That was long before the Federal Government 
“stole" the idea which is now called Budget Monitoring and Price Intelligence Unit but popularly referred 
to as "Due Process Office" • without, of course, acknowledging  Akande as its originator. 
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can adequately articulate the multiplier effects of this on the 

individual  and corporate  economy of Osun State, hitherto 

regarded  as dry and poor. For his effort, Osun State now 

has a secretariat complex that seems like a miracle and which 

is an object of envy to very many other states in the federa 

tion. 
 

As it is in the nature of things, every great achievement 

has its cost and every hero has, somewhere, a clay feet. 

Good and great as these achievements are, it is unfortunate 

that Akande could not carry along all the strategic segments, 

particularly the workers, of the Osun State social formation. 

And this failure may well account for why he could not get 

re-elected for a second term as governor, in spite of those 

unique, imaginative and laudable achievements. 
 

Re-elected or not, Akande has left a legacy which should 

serve as a foundation on which the present adminstration of 

Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola must build upon. it is our view, 

that this country should still find use, at whatever level, for 

such a man of achievement as Bisi  Akande. By doing this, it 

is Akande who would be doing this country a favour, not the 

other way round. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

266 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Epilogue 
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JUDGEMENT OF HISTORTY 
 

In Nigeria, the political theatre is a sanctuary of many 

things - laughter, sorrow, amazement, shock, trauma and 

bewilderment at times. This is so because the games of poli 

tics and governance are considered, by some participants, 

as games of pleasure, unfettered pleasure- seeking value 

system. The picture vividly painted in the pages of this little 

book speaks volumes, eloquent volumes, about those who 

govern us, who ought to govern us and those who are best 

morally qualified to participate in the art of governance. 
 

What is really thrilling in this book on the brinksman's 

game over the construction of Bola lge House in Osogbo, 

Osun state, is that every page is a verbatim reproduction of 

what the dramatis personae and the public said on the mat 

ter. As you read every page, you laugh, smile or shout for 

breath. You are tempted to return to a previous page to check 

if you are sure of what you have already read. The two war 

rants of arrests, one verbally issued by ACP. Emmanuel 

Obiakor and another by a magistrate court, makes you launch 

into a mouthful laughter with contempt for the shameless con 

duct of our public employees who earn a living to perform 

their functions responsibly. See the Comet story of July 6, 

2004 where Mr. Obiakor, a very senior police officer, was 

reported to have told the public that "Chief  Akande has gone 

into hiding". See the story of Nigerian Tribune, July 6, 2004 

also to understand the amazing behaviour in the system of 

governance in our land. After their theatrical shows, Akande 
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made it clear, beyond any iota of doubt, that although he 

lives in lbadan where he could be located with ease, no one 

ever came to pick him up. It is perhaps plausible to suggest 

that Oyinlola may not have seriously intended to recover 

money from Akande, but it is also arguable that the story 

contained in this book is a sad commentary on the behav 

iour of rulers in Africa, who instead of working to surpass the 

achievements of a predecessor, dissipate public resources 

to uproot the past. This is sad. The beauty, however, in this 

story is that, because there is no fiction here, every page 

seems to lend heavy credence to the value of Akande's char 

acter, his indomitable spirit, his public- spirited adventure 

into the realm of "truth, nothing but truth". Some of his utter 

ances, published by several newspapers, are dangerously 

courageous, to put it midly. But what intrigues most observ 

ers during the course of the exchanges between Akande and 

Oyinlola is the stealth in the culturing of the matter. Truth is 

that Akande is no longer a governor, Oyinlola is. Therefore, 

he (Oyinlola) cannot be credited with circumspection in the 

way he launched with outrage in all his reactions in this com 

pilation. He betrayed contempt, deliberate onslaught when it 

was needless. 
 

That does not sound like the governor which we believe 

he is. The lesson for us in this story, on the Bola lge 

House saga, is that much more is required of thought 

fulness and soberness in those who hold the power of 

public authority. Also, we must learn that public service is 

about giving back to society. 
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It is a privilege to be a governor, but it is a responsibil 

ity to bear the power therefrom with dignity and respect for 

integrity. If we were Governor Oyinlola, we would do every 

thing, everything Godly- to court Akande's forgiveness for 

whatever it is worth. Why?. Yesterday is history, today will 

become history too. 
 

History is about  facts and events  of the past which 

leave very little room for elusive memory lapse, especially in 

stating what others know about. It is instructive how this com 

pilation has brought back to public consciousnees, what 

Akande and Oyinlola thought were uttercations to prove in 

nocence or guilt. All the stories and commentaries by vari 

ous newspapers tell men and women, with even the least 

semblance of public posture, that life is a teacher and the 

more we live, the more we learn. Great honour resides in 

being proved right, even in matters of small importance, but 

great condemnation awaits being proved utterly wrong in 

matters of public affairs. 
 

 
 

Niyi Osundina, 

lbadan, Nigeria. 

November 2006 
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WHY COMPARING  OYINLOLA WITH  AKANDE 

IN OSUN STATE? 

 
 

 

Akande brought and left a culture of performance in gov 

ernance to Osun State in a way that has become an intimi 

dating 'ghost' to his successors. 
 

PRINCIPLES OF ACHIEVEMENT 

*   Akande created and stabilized the economy of Osun State. 

No bank ,  including  TIB, was pushed  into any liquidity quan 

dary by his government 

*   Akande removed wastes and corruption arising from up-front 

payments to contractors and for abandoned projects. 
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* While Akande constructed first-class roads at an average-:- 

of N15 million per kilometer, sub-standard roads are now 

being done at an average of N125 million per kilometer. 

* Akande reached out to urban areas as well as rural villages 

with roads, hospitals, rural housing, water and electricity, 

as opposed to concentrating projects mainly in urban 

centers. 
 

PROPAGANDA 
 

*  The basis of comparison now being published is fraudu 

lent. Examples can be found in the listing of classrooms 

built by each of the two Governors. 
 

*  Akande does not claim credit for any job done by his pred 

ecessors. 
 

* Akande did not indulge in usurping financial disbursement 

of the allocations made to Local Governments from the Fed 

eration Account. 
 

*   No wonder, Akande's stupendous acceptance by the gen 

erality of the people of Osun State now creates 'belly-ache' 

for his detractors. Hence the uncomfortable waste of mil 

lions of naira on 'comparison publications'. *While Akande 

was concentrating on the development of the entire citizens 

of Osun State, particularly the poor village dwellers, buses, 

cars and other vehicles are now being distributed to the 

privileged few and well-to-do leaders of the ruling party. 
 

 
 

Courtesy: Office of The National Chairman, 

Alliance for Democracy 
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