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FOREWORD 
 
 
"To u n d e r s t a n d  a  m a n ,  y o u  m u s t  k n o w  h i s  m e m o r i e s . The 
same is true of a nation" Anthony Quale 
 
"Drama o f  F a t e  ", a n historical sketch of Governor Bisi Akande  illu- 
minates _Anthony Qua le's words. To understand the enigma that is 
Governor Akande, one needs to know his memories, the events, planned and 
unplanned, that have made him who he is. His antecedents define him just 
as the history of Osun State define its current state. The history of the state 
cannot be written meaningfully without references to the life and times of 
Governor Akande. Why was he in such a hurry to make the state leap 
forward in building up its infrastructure, education, health facilities, 
communication, social services and general quality of life of the people? 
Some of the things that drove him can be found in his own chequered efforts 
to obtain a western education, his direct experience of what the lack of 
western education and quality leadership can do to a people. 

The author of this book is eclectic in her choice of significant events and 
coincidences in Akande’s childhood and youth which have made him the 
spartan, humorous, blunt, honest, visionary and people-oriented person    
he is. 

Beginning with a compendium of Governor Akande’s numerous achieve-
ments as governor of Osun State, the author flashes back to the subjects’ 
childhood to help the reader understand where, Akande the man, the hus-
band, friend, community leader, politician, governor and manager of peo-
ple and resources, is coming from. Akande’s escapades as a young child in 
the small colonial town of Ila, in the then Western Region of Nigeria, his 
epileptic attempts at primary school education, his childhood attraction    
to a variety of professions including that of an auto mechanic and the   
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pressures that had to be brought on him to make him stay on in school give 
insights into his character. A significant event for him was his first 
introduction to the legendary Awo via a bill board. This first encounter and 
his later foray into politics, though largely unplanned were the results of 
the effect of the influence of Chief Obafemi Awolowo on him. 

No less important were his experiences as a pupil teacher when, even at 
such a young age, he began to witness the intrigues which characterize 
governance in Nigeria. The rivalry among communities about the location 
of a free Awolowo primary school showed him the workings of local 
politics and possibly prepared him for his own direct experience. He 
confronted injustice as a young tenant in his battle to save the children of 
his landlord from undeserved punishment but did not falter. This and other 
occurrences forged him into the dogged defender of the under-privileged 
and a leader in the battle for their upliftment that he later became. 

From the tributes paid to him by a number of public figures who did not 
necessarily share the same political persuasion with him, it is clear that he 
was adjudged a “person who at every given opportunity makes his stand 
clear……. a stand that is always on the side of the people and what is best 
for them” (p.69) 

His philosophy of governance for a virtually failed state can be best 
summed up in the Yoruba saying “Tita, riro la nko’la, to ba jinna tan, ewa 
ni i da.” Facial beauty through scarifications comes at a price; the pains 
and groans become worthwhile. Governor Akande had to take some 
painful decisions in the long term interest of the people. 

This book documents for posterity the gains and constraints of the Akande 
government in Osun State lest they be lost in the selective amnesia which 
seems to have afflicted the Nigerian nation. It is welcome addition to the 
various attempts to document Governor Akande’s legacy as a public fig- 
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ure and as a person. I am confident that many more will be written to 
celebrate one of the makers of Nigeria’s history, Governor Bisi Akande. 

 

Prof. Abiola Odejide 
Deputy Vice chancellor (Academic) 
University of Ibadan 
Ibadan. 
September 20, 2006. 
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GOVERNOR 
DO- NOTHING? 

 
 

Press Tour of  Osun State 
 

n   a  sunny  afternoon  in   th e  y ear   2002,  five   journalists     

met  at  the  Government House .Annexe,  Osogbo. Their meeting 

was coincidental. They came from four different national dailies and a 

weekly magazine. I was one of them. I represented a daily newspaper 

called “The Comet”. Unfortunately, Mr. Ayo Afolabi, the Executive As- 

sistant to the Osun State Governor on Media Matters, with whom earlier 

appointments had been booked was not around. So, these other journal-

ists from Nigerian Tribune, Vanguard, This Day and TELL Magazines 

settled down with me to wait for him. It was a Sunday afternoon. 

While waiting, we were talking. From the conversation however, we all 

realized that we were almost on the same mission: to find out more about  
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Chief Bisi Akande, the then Governor of Osun State. The news had been 

making the rounds then that the governor was doing nothing hence, the 

nickname ‘Governor do nothing’. But, unknown to the gentlemen of the 

press, the nickname was given to Akande by political adversaries. Soon, 

the Executive Assistant on Media Matters, Mr. Ayo Afolabi arrived and it 

was time to see the Governor.  

The Comet’s Dupe Olaoye-Osinkolu asked the first question –  

“Why are you being referred to as “Governor do nothing”. 

Are you really doing nothing?” 

Governor Bisi Akande answered,  

“My sister, I am Governor-do-something but before I an-

swer your question, you would have to go round the State 

and see some of the projects we have done and are still 

doing.” 

Ayo Afolabi then sent for Baba Wale, the Press crew bus driver. The five 

newshounds were taken round Osogbo and some other towns and villages 

of Osun State. Having lived in Osogbo as part of my roots, for about fifteen 

years, the first thing that caught my attention was the tarred dual carriage 

roads from Ileepo Olaiya to Jaleyemi, Isale Osun. The roadwork at Odi-

Olowo had been abandoned midway at the railway crossing for years by the 

previous administrations. Governors came and went, none of them 

completed it until Akande came. That was just the beginning of the 

revelations.  By the time the journalists returned to the Government House,                                                
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they had indeed seen many completed and nearly completed projects. 

    Poverty Alleviation Defined 

n all his writings and speeches, Chief Akande’s major  

     philosophy is that ‘MAN is the unit of development’.  

   While commissioning the Medical Centre and the renovated L.A. 

Primary School at Iloko on Friday, November 24, 2000 he described 

MAN as the BODY, the MIND and the SOUL. While equating the mind 

of   MAN to his brain, he described the soul of MAN as the admirable 

spirit constituting the surest vehicle to the abode of God. He postulated 

that an untrained mind inside a constantly sick body makes a man 

spiritually bar-ren and unable to serve God diligently. He further argued 

that untrained minds inside constantly sick bodies predominate in 

communities of rural poverty and urban slum. He prescribed good 

education and sound health   as the antidote to such an incendiary 

situation as rural poverty and urban slum. 

Therefore, according to him, free education for all at all levels, and free 

health facilities for everybody, constitute the bedrock of poverty allevia-

tion and rural integrated development. To him, the centre of 

government’s rural development is the SCHOOL around which decent 

houses must be built, which solid motorable roads must reach, in which 

good water must  be supplied. Electricity must be provided for such 

schools, the students  
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must practise agriculture and craft there, and environment health centers 

should be established there, Above all, the gate must lead to small scale 

industries owned by co-operative societies organized by school leavers   

and parents.  

   Education 

 

         hief   Akande’s   Osun   State   Government   cancelled   the  

           payment of school fees and all forms of Parents Teachers Associa-  

tion (PTA) levies in all primary and secondary schools from its inception. 

In this regard, it had been estimated that the Government had subsidized 

education (and pupils’ guardians) to the tune of about N522.95 million 

which the secondary school students and their parents/guardians would 

have paid as school-fees alone from June 1999 to November 2002, but 

which Government had thus written off. This had, no doubt, improved     

the standard of living of the respective parents and guardians and the 

regularity of the pupils’ school attendance and concentration. 

 

Public Schools 

is administration equitably spread the construction                                                              

of  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine (639)  new classrooms and 

provided     

furniture at a total cost of N341.5 million for primary schools. It also 

rehabilitated 114 classrooms in primary schools all over the state at a 

total cost of N46.2 million. 
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Since the end of Bola Ige’s administration of the old Oyo State in 1983,    

no government of Osun State built additional secondary school class-  

rooms nor rehabilitated those already built before the creation of Osun 

State. Akande’s Government constructed forty (40) new secondary 

school classrooms and rehabilitated eighty-five (85) others across the 

State. It   also provided furniture and instructional materials for all 

secondary schools. 

By 1999, schools were short of science teachers and the State’s two Col-

leges of Education and two polytechnic institutions had few new science 

students to admit. As a crash programme, in addition to the active promo-

tion of the teaching of science subjects in all the three hundred and five 

(305) secondary grammar schools, the Government established in the 

year 2000, twenty-four (24) Schools of Science located across the State. 

These schools were specially dedicated to the teaching of Science and 

Technol-ogy at the secondary school level. 

 

In addition to two (2) inherited trade centres (one at Osogbo and another    

at Ile-Ife), seven (7) new technical trade schools were established and 

spread evenly among the remaining seven (7) Federal Constituencies in   

the state. They were designed to serve as satellites for the two state-

owned polytechnics for the production of self-employable skilled artisans 

and craftsmen and women. This was in furtherance of AD 

Administration’s encouragement of job-creation through self-

employment, by promoting trades and crafts among the citizenry. 
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Recurrent and capital grants were adequately given to all Osun State ter-

tiary institutions, including Ladoke Akintola University of Technology 

(LAUTECH) at Ogbomoso as well as LAUTECH Teaching Hospital at 

Osogbo.  

 

It is important to remember that medical students of LAUTECH suffered 

for almost seven years without being able to graduate because their pro-

grammes were not accredited by the Nigerian Medical and Dental 

Council before the Teaching Hospital was rescued by Akande–led 

government. It got accredited by the Nigerian Medical and Dental 

Council in 2002.  

From available evidences, Akande put all resources into  

i improving the quality of education in the state’s primary and 

secondary schools; 

ii setting up technical secondary schools for skills – develop-

ment; 

iii aggressively promoting the teaching and learning of Math-

ematics and Science subjects in all secondary schools and 

es-tablishing 24 additional Science Schools; and 

iv expanding facilities for the production of science teachers in 

the state’s colleges of Education. For example, an ultra 

mod-ern technical workshop was built in Osun State College 

of Education at Ila–Orangun. 

 

By the time he left office in May 2003, according to school leaving  
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examination reports, the efforts had started yielding satisfactory results, 

because the performance of public schools in Osun State at the WAEC 

and NECO exams had begun to improve considerably.  

 

As a practical illustration of the resultant improvement, it is important to 

note that, in the December 2002 Junior Engineers, Technicians and Sci-

entists (JETS) Competition for all Secondary Schools in Nigeria which   

was held in Umuabia, Abia State, Six (6) out of the ten (10) students who 

represented Osun State emerged from the state’s free-education public 

secondary schools. That was significant because, prior to Akande Admin-

istration, only students from private fee-paying schools usually qualified   

to represent the State. Osun State eventually came fourth (4th) in the 

JETS competition and its National Theme Project (‘Cassavas: a raw 

material for eradicating poverty in Nigeria’) was among those presented 

by the Federal Ministry of Education at the Africa JETS Competition 

held in South Africa later in 2002.  

 

Health Delivery 

n Chief Akande’s health programme for Osun State, hos-                              

pital registration  of  patients,  diagnostic examinations, medical obser- 

vations, drug prescriptions and supply, including treatments and minor 

operations, were free to all. It will be too bulky to attempt to reproduce in 

this book the various pathetic stories of the World Health Organisation 

(WHO) about health delivery to people in most African countries. It suf-

fices to say however that the delivery of free health services to the people  
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of Osun State under Chief Akande’s administration was second to none 

in Nigeria and, perhaps, throughout Africa 

 

For instance, between October 1998 and September 1999, the year pre-

ceding the Alliance for Democracy (AD) government’s free health pro-

gramme in Osun State, about 140,000 patients attended government hos-

pitals and paid about N6 million for hospital services. From October 1st 

1999, when Akande administration introduced free health services, about 

600,000 patients annually (i.e 430% increase) were patronizing state gov-

ernment clinics and health centers. By that arrangement, a subsidy of 

about N100 million per annum was being granted to patients in various 

hospi-  tals in Osun State before the administration left office in May 

2003. Simi- lar arrangements were introduced in all government-owned 

maternity centers and dispensaries across all the thirty (30) local 

government areas   of Osun State. 

Throughout the tenure of the Administration, drugs and vaccines for all 

health centers and hospitals were supplied regularly free-of-charge. Sev-

enteen (17) new hospitals were built across the state.  

During Akande’s time in Osun State, the number of State Hospitals was 

increased from 5 to 9 while seventeen additional General Hospitals and 

Comprehensive Health Centres were built, making a total of 51 Second-  

ary Health Centres in the State. However, specialist consultants were in 

short supply in Nigeria and the period of four years was too short for him  

to recruit or train the required specialist consultants for these Secondary  
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Health Centres. He devised a system of pooling together all the specialist 

consultants available in all the state hospitals and from nearby health in-

stitutions to constitute mobile surgery clinics which carried out surgery 

operations free of charge for patients rotationally in each of the nine fed-

eral constituencies every other Thursday. About 2000 patients benefited 

from this programme without a single casualty.  

Free surgical operations were carried out for about two thousand (2,000) 

people during the first and second phases of the mobile surgery 

programme. The third phase had also started before the administration 

left office in  May 2003.  

The Government’s Immunization programme administered about four 

million doses. 

Agricultural Development  
ight from its inception in 1999, the AD government                      

started the restoration of agriculture to its well-deserved   pride  of  

place in Osun State. Its Agricultural Policy was based on the tripodal pro-

grammes of School Agriculture, Farm Settlement Schemes and Co-opera-

tive farming. 

School Agricultural Programme is the practice whereby all primary, 

secondary schools and tertiary institutions were encouraged and assisted    

to embark on crop-farming, fish-farming and animal husbandry, depend-  
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ing on the nature of their environments. Farm Settlement Schemes con-

sist of a system whereby plots of land in eight (8) farm settlements are 

allocated to willing farmers for agricultural production. Cooperative 

farm-ing is the arrangement whereby farmers are encouraged to form 

them-selves into cooperatives through which they would be able to 

secure loans, implements and extension expert advisory services for their 

agricultural activities. 

Fish ponds across the state, hitherto being run uneconomically by Minis-  
try of Agriculture and Natural Resources and/or its parastatals, were also 
parceled out into plots for allocation on leasehold to private people who 
were interested in fish-farming. 
 

Rural Housing 
owards the enhancement of the living environment of                     

the people of Osun State, a Rural Housing Scheme was embarked  

   upon for Teachers and other Government Workers in Rural Areas. As 

part of A.D’s two phase Rural Integrated Development Programme, a 

total of 126 apartments located in 21 rural communities were built, by 

the admin-istration, at a cost of N80.70 million. For fair and equitable 

distribution, the communities which benefited from the Rural Housing 

Scheme were selected among the three senatorial districts of the state. 

While Kajola-Ajaba in Ila Local Government, Agisa and Okerun in 

Boluwaduro Local Goverment, Oyi-Araromi and Oyi-Aiyegunle in 

Ifedayo Local Govern-ment, Ilie in Olorunda Local Government and 

Konda in Irepodun Local  
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Government are from Osun Central, Oniperegun and Ara Joshua in Ife 

South Local Government, Temidire and Alake in Atakunmosa East Local 

Government, Amukegun in Ife North Local Government, Dagbaja in 

Oriade Local Government and Iwaro in Atakunmosa West Local Govern-

ment are from Osun East. Odeyinka in Irewole Local Government, 

Tonkere in Aiyedaade Local Government, Oguro in Ejigbo Local 

Government, Alajue in Ede South Local Government, Asa and Ikonifin 

in Ola-Oluwa Local Government and Igbotente in Aiyedire Local 

Government are from Osun West. 

 

Rural Electrification 
n the same manner, Akande Administration selected the                       

twenty-one (21) rural communities that benefited from  govern- 

ment’s rural electrification scheme for a total cost of about N209.60 

million.   They are Iponda, Ikinyinwa and Ilase in Obokun Local 

Government, Iwaro in Atakunmosa West Local Government and Ere-

Ijesa in Oriade Local Government for the Osun East. Others are Iwoye in 

Egbedore Local Gov-ernment, Asa in Ola-Oluwa Local Government, 

Wakajaye in Ayedaade Local Government, Papa in Iwo Local 

Government, Ola and Oguro in Ejigbo Local Government for Osun West 

while Oyi-Araromi and Oyi-Ayegunle in Ifedayo Local Government, 

Kajola-Ajaba in Ila Local Gov-ernment, Agisa in Boluwaduro Local 

Government, Ilobu/Ifon/Erin in Irepodun and Orolu Local Governments, 

Iyeku in Odo-Otin Local Gov-ernment and Eko-Ende in Ifelodun Local 

Government also benefited in Osun Central. 
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Water Supply 
hirteen (13) urban water supply schemes were rehabili-              

tated across the state at a total cost of N294.9 million, while 276  

rural water schemes (boreholes) and 90 deep wells were sunk during the 

period of the Akande Administration, costing about N42.4 million. A to-  

tal of additional 775 wells/hand pumps were rehabilitated. This was to 

reduce the incidence of water borne diseases among the populace, par-

ticularly the school children. 

 

Environmental and Ecological Projects 
he Osun State AD–controlled Government spent a total                 

sum of N247.41 million on the re-roofing and re-ceiling of rain- 

storm-damaged classrooms across the state and the channelization of        

selected streams in the Phases One and Two Ecological Projects during 

the period of the Administration. By those efforts, the government 

success-fully managed the menace of flood in parts of Osogbo, Ilobu, 

Ifon, Ede,  Ile-Ife, Apomu, Ila-Orangun, Iwo, Ejigbo, Ilesa, Esa-Oke, 

Ikirun, Igbajo, Otan-Aiyegbaju, Iree, etc. Most houses along these 

streams and the peo-  ple living there are now enjoying healthier 

environmental sanitation and cleaner air breathing condition. 

 

 Public Works 

y the time Akande came to office as the Governor of                   

Osun State, a large corps of engineers was being maintained in 

the  
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Ministry of Works while any public building works, including mere re-

pairs, and any road construction, rehabilitation and maintenance were 

then being contracted out. These engineers were being used for mere 

adminis-trative and financial functions like Local Purchase Orders  

(LPOs) and  mere supervision of very few public works.  

Beginning with the building of part of the legislators’ quarters and the 

construction of Ede to Erin Osun road, Chief Akande insisted that gov-

ernment engineers of the Ministry of Works should begin to handle 

public works with a view to forming them into a construction corporation 

to compete with the private construction companies. He quickly bought 

them Earth Moving Equipment. Initially, Chief Akande felt disappointed 

that      it took about one year before the Public Building Department of 

the Min-istry of Works could finish building a kitchen for the governor’s 

drivers in the Government House. The first attempt at making concrete 

covers for   the soak-away pits of the kitchen resulted in complete waste 

of materials and labour because the cast did not adhere. With continued 

encourage-ment, the department was eventually used to build a Guest 

Chalet, a Worship Centre and a Clinic for the Government House. 

 
Rural Integrated Development 

n Chief Akande’s rural integrated development policy, a          

school was supposed to be the headquarters of every optimum  

community. The thrust of his policy on road construction therefore, was 

that all the 305 secondary schools in the state must be linked with well 

constructed, solid and good hard-surfaced roads by the state government,   

13         
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while the local governments were encouraged to link all primary 

schools, within their jurisdiction, with similar roads. Towards the 

realization of this policy, staff of the Ministry of Works were deployed 

to rehabilitate   the roads from Otan-Ile through Ilare to Ijebu-Jesa, 

Ilesa General Hospital Road to Oke-Omiru, Iwo to Ejigbo, Ikirun to 

Post-Office, Ikirun to Ila    and to construct the roads between Ede to 

Abere, Iresi to Ajaba, Osogbo through Oba-Ile to Eko-Ende, Ifetedo to 

Oniperegun and a substantial part of Ilesa to Eti-Oni, Ikire to Odeyinka, 

Gbongan to Orile-Owu, Agisa-Kajola to Igbajo, Ejigbo to Isundirin and 

Isale Osun to Ita-Olokan roads. All these were done before Chief 

Akande left office. 

Side by side with the Ministry of Works, private construction 

companies were used to construct Imesi-Ile to Ila, Oyan to Ila, and 

Imesi-Ile to Igbajo roads and to rehabilitate Ada-Ibokun to Idominasi, 

Ikire to Iwo, Ode- Omu to Ipetumodu roads. Also constructed by 

private construction com-panies were Apomu to Orile-Owu through 

Araromi-Owu through Omi-funfun to Garage Olode, Ile-Ife, Obudu to 

Garage Olode and Ilepo Ola- Iya to Isale Osun dual carriage roads. 

Industrialisation, Cooperatives and Tourism 
he policy of the Osun State Government under Chief                    

Bisi Akande concerning industrialization was that Government 

would not involve itself in direct commercial establishment or conceive 

of industrial projects, because such direct involvements of government 

in Nigeria had proved to be wasteful, inefficient and uneconomical.  
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Government’s policy was, therefore, to provide the enabling atmosphere 

through enhancement of the environment as stated above to attract and 

sustain private investments in the State. Government also encouraged the 

devel-opment of cooperatives and tourism within the limits of its 

available funds. By and large, it ensured equity participation of 

Government in viable in-dustrial ventures, giving of loans to 

industrialists for the establishment of cottage and small-scale industries, 

further development of industrial es- tates at Osogbo and Ilesa, 

development of the Osun State Cooperatives College, Odeomu, and 

adequate attention to tourism through the devel-opment of Osun Festival 

site, Osogbo, and improvement of Erin-Ijesa Water Falls.  

 

Micro Economic Credit Schemes 
he Akande Administration introduced and supported a number of      

private-sector-driven business schemes, like the Mass Transit  

scheme for members of the National Union of Road Transport Workers 

(NURTW) and the Road Transport Employers Association of Nigeria 

(RTEAN) at a total cost of N96.9 million. This was used by the 

organisation to procure vehicles for public transportation. Government 

also assisted the various “Okada Unions” to purchase motor-cycles for 

their local shuttle public transportation trade. Funds were also set aside as 

loans to rural cooperative farmers, small-scale traders, and youths who 

were artisans and tradesmen. All these were rendered and distributed 

without discrimination on the basis of political affiliation of applicants. 
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Communication and Broadcasting (OSBC) 

efore the advent of Akande’s administration, Osun                      

State Radio and Television was being managed and broadcast from     

a two-bedroom flat at Ita Akogun Osogbo, using two 25KW Television 

Transmitters installed by Bola Ige Government at Ibokun since 1982. 

These had been canibalised to function as one 11.5KW and a 4.5KW 

Radio FM transmitter.  During the tenure of the Akande Administration, 

a total sum   of N285.84 million was spent on constructing the Osun State 

Broadcast-  ing Corporation (OSBC) Radio/TV Complex called Ile-

Awiye, Oke Baale, Osogbo together with the supply and installation of 

30 KW Television Transmitters. The administration also repaired and 

overhauled the old AM, MW Transmitters at Iwo; funded the 

maintenance of F.M. station at Ile-   Ife and the purchase and installation 

of two new HARRIS F.M. Radio Twin-60KW Transmitters and other 

broadcasting outfits for the Corpora-tion at Oke Baale Osogbo. 

 

During Chief Akande’s governorship, there was no censorship of infor-

mation. The directorate and the management of the OSBC, under Dr.   

Yemi Farombi, an opposition party chieftain from Peoples Democratic 

Party (PDP), had complete freedom to determine what to broadcast with-

out any interference. Hence, both in equipment and transmission cover-  

age, the OSBC was already becoming the pride not only of Osun State    

but, also, of the whole Yoruba race. It is an irony of circumstance that the 

same Radio-Television apparatus under the same Dr. Yemi Farombi has 

now (in year 2006) assembled together a management which denies all  
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*Read more about Akande’s detailed Radio/Television funding and management style in the First 
Addendum written by Dr. YemiFarounbi on page 81 

B 



opposition to State government access to broadcasting services and has 

become the instrument of Akande’s vilification since he vacated the gov-

ernorship of Osun State.  

 

The greatness in Akande’s attitude to openness and transparency was that 

he gave the directorate of the state publicity outfit to a member of the 

opposition to manage in order to avoid possible Radio-Television perse-

cution syndrome*. He said that if it were possible for civil servants to 

play politics, he would have been happy to have financial auditors being 

drawn from opposition parties.  

 

Gainful Employment 
ll those activities of Akande’s administration made it             

possible for artisans and tradesmen in Osun   State  to  be  produc-             

tively engaged. Employment rate therefore increased, while the crime 

rate, as a consequence, reduced drastically. 

Staff Welfare 
In the area of staff welfare and staff development, the AD government  in 

Osun State really excelled, because it always matched its words with 

actions. Among other things, the government paid all backlogs  of arrears 

of salaries and leave bonuses which were left unpaid by the previous 

administrations, settled all arrears of pensions and gratuities which were 

not paid since 1992, and fully paid, as and when due, all approved    

17 
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salaries allowances and leave bonuses due to all workers in all 

departments of government and agencies throughout the state. This was 

as at May 2003 - at a time when many other states, which were even 

more financially buoy-ant than Osun State, were owing workers salaries 

and leave bonuses for several months or even  for years. 

His administration accorded serious attention to the training and re-

training of staff, the first of its kind since the creation of Osun State. In 

all, a total number of 536 officers enjoyed training programmes in about 

nine courses/workshops arranged for them. The officers involved were 

drawn from the Clerical, Executive, Administrative, Professional Cadres, 

as well as from among top civil servants like General Managers, 

Executive Secre-taries, Permanent Secretaries and even Commissioners. 

The government resuscitated, at enhanced value, the granting of housing 

and vehicle loans  to all categories of public servants in the State, and, in 

a similar vein, the Local Government Service Commission trained 

numerous junior and senior staff in all the State’s local government 

councils. 

Local Government Funding 

Akande’s government neither awarded any contract on behalf of any 

local government council nor deducted any kobo from any local 

government fund allocation received from Abuja. The local government 

councils    freely decided how to spend all their allocations and disbursed 

them with-out any interference from the state government. The 

government enhanced the process of funding the traditional institutions of 

Obas and Chiefs by totally resolving problems associated with “zero- 
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 allocation” to all local government councils – a practice which had made 

local government coun-cils prostrate and in huge financial debts to the 

traditional institutions,     etc. before Akande’s arrival. 

Office and Housing Accommodation 
His government conceived, constructed and commissioned an ultra-

modern Osun State Government Secretariat for the staff of all agencies in      

various ministries. All the fourteen complexes, including the Local Gov-

ernment Service Commission House, in the New Secretariat were already  

in use by May 2003. Built and commissioned in March 2003, the ultra-

modern Governor’s Office, Osogbo (named “Bola Ige House”) was also 

already in use before Akande left office. Osun State Government Liaison 

Office and Governor’s Guest House at Ikeja (Lagos) was also built and 

commissioned. While Osun State Governor’s Lodge at Abuja was started 

and almost completed, all the preliminary design and planning for the 

con-struction of ‘Osun House’ – a liaison office, business centers and 

modern guest apartments, for the central district of Abuja - had also been 

completed. 

AD Programmes 
t is perhaps relevant to say that Akande’s implementa-                        

tion of the four cardinal programmes of the Alliance for Democracy  

(AD) in Osun State was bold, equitable and cost effective. Almost out of 

nothing, he created wealth for the people of Osun State in four years. 

Chief Bisi Akande is a leader whose gifts of vision and tenacity to 

principle are          
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worthy of emulation by young and emerging politicians. 

 

A labour leader from Osun State confronted me at Abuja in early 2003 

during a National Executive Council meeting of the Nigeria Labour 

Congress (NLC):  

He said:  ‘Madam, we are going to send AD packing in 

Osun State. Akande will not return as our 

governor.” 

I retorted:  “Why? But the man really worked and moved the   

state forward” 

  The labour leader said:  “Yes, but he did not allow us to 

eat”.  

I was confused, and I asked him  “How?” 

He said:  “Eat as in Nigeria factor now. If he (governor) 

does not need money, we need money, he is too 

prudent for everybody’s liking” 

 

Unanswered Questions 

he man then went on to say how they were going to                   

help rig Akande out of office at the next election. And it came to  
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pass. Akande was rigged out of office as the Governor of Osun State in 

April, 2003. The Abuja conversation has since been at the back of my  

mind. I began to wonder, why? Why should public infrastructural and 

social services be replaced with bribery to Labour Unions and Party 

loyalists? Why should a man be persecuted for being honest, prudent and 

diligent? Has Nigeria any hope of winning the war against corruption?  

Perhaps the publication of this book will enhance genuine endorsement 

of Akande’s works by the readers. 
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RUNNING INTO HIS ARMS 
      (The Testimony  of  a 'Wife)*  

 I was panting as I ran into the arms of Bisi Akande for                                     

safety  and  protection. With  trepidation,  I  held  tight  to  him  to  save               

me from the anger of the giant. A man of immense frame was angry                   

with me. He terrified me. He chased me with a view to capturing me                    

and manhandling me. It was at Ila Communal Football Field in                  

December 1961.  

Both my father and mother were natives of Ila Orangun working as              

itinerant palmwine producer and marketer. The truth, however, was                      

that I had never lived nor gone to school in Ila and I did not know the          

physical terrain or the social structure. I was born at Ilugun near               

Olokemeji on the way between Ibadan and Abeokuta. I was raised at                 

Ikire in Osun State where I had my primary school education before I       

proceeded   to   Baptist   Girls’  Modern  School at  Idi-Aba,  Abeokuta.   
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It was my father’s desire that I should come back to marry an Ila man. This   

desire was more or less a condition for regular payment of my school               

fees. Therefore, at the  end of each school term, I spent all my long                  

holidays at Ila Orangun.  

In our quarters at Isedo, Ila Orangun, I knew two of my elder relatives                  

who were primary school teachers and who, also, regularly came to Ila           

similarly to spend their holidays. One is Akinlabi Odejide (popularly                  

called Akin Odejide), a former Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Local               

Government in Osun State. The other is Archdeacon Folorunsho                     

Popoola, now a priest of the Anglican Mission of Nigeria. Each time I                   

went to Ila on holidays, I was always on hand to help them carry out                

their errands, including efforts to entertain their friends with snacks and        

drinks. Occasionally, I used to see Bisi Akande with them. Apart from               

my being always too shy to deal with my elder relatives’ friends, Bisi’s           

visits were always too casual for me to take any special notice about. So,               

I did not really know him intimately. Moreover, I was about 17 years                 

old. In those days, it would have been too presumptuous for a schoolgirl               

of my age to relate to such strangers coming to visit my elder relatives. 

However, on a fateful Saturday around Christmas time, I noticed that                 

my elder brother, Akin Odejide, left for the Communal Football Field                   

in a very smart black trousers with green striped long-sleeved shirt. As                   

a young school sports girl, I, out of curiousity accompanied my other                            

, 
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elder relatives Folorunsho Popoola, to the same field. It turned out that            

while Akin Odejide was joining one of the playing teams, Folorunsho               

was warming up to be one of the linesmen. When the match started,                  

even though I was left without any companion, I was eager to enjoy the                

match as a supporter to Isedo team for which my elder brother was              

playing.  

In the process, I saw Bisi Akande dressed in the same uniform like a                     

twin-brother to my elder brother – Akin Odejide. I felt secure but I did                     

not go to him because, he, too, was as busy as the other spectators.           

Suddenly, I encountered someone like a giant. So huge was the man! By            

my standard in December 1961, I thought he looked like a giant monster.               

I had not seen such a tall and huge man before. Maybe I was not discreet               

in the manner I set my bewildered gaze on him. He grew offended. At                 

the same time, he rushed at me and shouted, “Why are you looking at                  

me like that?” With a terrible sense of terror, I rushed into Bisi Akande’s         

arms. It was the first time I had to put myself under the protection of           

someone I did not know intimately. 

Chief Bisi Akande, then a young school teacher in the same school with                 

my elder brother, Mr. Odejide, decided to leave the field before the                     

final whistle of the game. It became safer for me to follow him to avoid            

further harassment from “the giant” whose name I later learnt to be                  

Tunde   Obaafa.  Mr.  Tunde  Obaafa  was  a  former  Local   Government    
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Chief Akande administering a dose of the polio vaccine to a child during one of 

the immunisation programmes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Surgical session in process at one of the free surgery programmes of the 
Bisi Akande administration. 



 

 
 

Chlef Akande and some other patients waiting to receive recommended drugs from 
the pharemacy department on the declaration of free medical care in Osun State on 

1st October, 1999. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor Bisi Akande with recuperating beneficiaries of free surgical programme 
at State Hospital, Ila-Orangun. 



 

 
ChiefBisi Akande and the vice chancellor of LAUTECH, Prof. Salawu on 

inspection after commissioning of the LAUTECH medical library. 
 
 

 
 

The Akande Administration-constructed children's emergency ward of the LAUTECH 
Teaching Hospital overlooking another construction site at the hospital.  · 



 

 
One of the classroom blocks constructed under the UBE project by 

Osun State government. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The block of 3 classrooms built and commissioned at Eweta Community Primary 

School, Ikirun by the Governor of Osun State, Chief Bisi Akande. 



 

 
Inspection of the school agric project at Matanmi High School, Osogbo. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
School children on the farm - demonstration of the School Agric Programme 

introduced by the Bisi Akande Administration. 



 
Chief Akande addressing students during one of the visits to secondary schools in 

Osun State. 
 

 
Commissioning of Oke-lrun!Igbajo  water works project by ChiefBisi Akande. 



 

 
 

Typical Rural Optimum Housing unit constructed in 43 rural locations by the 
Bisi Akande administration  in Osun State. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commissioning  of the 
borehole project at 
Tonkere in Ayedaade 
Local Government area 
of Osun State. 



 

 
Rural housing transformer for electricity supply at Ajaba. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Some of the road construction equipment acquired for the state ministty of works 
during the Bisi Akande tenure. 



 
 

 
Rehabilitation of the Old Garage/Ajegunle  section of the federal road in 

Osogbo by the Bisi Akande administration. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The famous Orita Olaiya/Odi Olowo/Ita Olokan Road under construction. 



 
 

Ajebamdele Garage Olode-Araromi Owu Road under construction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Orita Olaiya/Odi-Olowo/lta-Olokan Dual Carriage Road. 



 
 

 
 
 

One of the newly constructed roads by the Bisi Akande Government in Osun State 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ajebandele/Garage-Olode/Araromi Owu Road on commissioning day. 



 

 
Chief Akande at one of the budget presentation sessions to the State House 

of Assembly. 



 
Side view of one of the eleven government ministries built at the Osun State 

Government Secretariat by the administration  of Chief Bisi Akande. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The OSBC ile Awiye Complex at Oke Baale, Osogbo completed and commissioned 
by the Bisi Akande administration. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

View of a section of the imposing Bola lge House (Governor's Office) constructed 
by the Bisi Akande Administration. 

 
 
 

 
 

Poverty alleviation programme for the NURTW and RTEAN. Buses purchased by 
the Akande administration  and distributed through the union for transporters. 



 

 
 

Chief Akande test drives one of the buses that was acquired for the 
NURTW and RTEAN, Osun State. 

 

 
Chief (Mrs) Omowunmi Akande presenting a gift to the best chair dancer at a new 
year party for children at the government house on Thursday, 23rd January 2003. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some cocoa seedlings 
being raised at a 

nursery in the 
ministry of agriculture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Konta-Ijabe-Oyan-Ila Road on completion by the Bisi Akande Administration. 



 

policeman and a former schoolmate to Bisi Akande at Ila Native Authority 

Primary School, Oke Aloyin. Our first place of call after leaving                          

the field was the place of Mr. Bayo Laniyan at Ile Elekian Abobaku near             

the market place. He was then a student at Ondo/Oyo Joint Provincial        

Teachers’ College, Ile-Ife. He had just been bereaved, having lost an       

immediate younger brother. At his place, we met two girls who were         

somewhat older than I was, but I recognized them, eventually some years 

later, as Mrs. Aduke Odetayo (“Mama Yemi”) and her late sister, Mrs.                          

Dupe Ojo. They were both casting some furtive but embarrassing looks                 

at me and, at the same time, whispering some conspiratorial gossips                 

about Bisi and me. At my nudging, we decided not to stay long. As we                 

got out of the house, I quickly requested Chief Bisi Akande to escort                  

me to my aunt’s place at Ile Oyebon in Okejigbo quarters. There I was 

surprisingly embarrassed. Everybody welcomed us with some ecstasy                   

as if ‘Bisi had been known to them as my fiancé. They were praying for              

both of us and praising me for bringing him to visit them. I was dumb-

founded and could not confess again that I had just met him a few hours                      

earlier. That time, I had not assessed him as fit for any relationship. He               

too never indicated any romantic desire towards me. We later returned                 

to my father’s house at Ile-Elekian Amonija, Isedo in the early hours of              

the evening that day. For fear of similar embarrassment, I cleverly did                 

not invite him to enter into our house. I bade him good night in front of              

the house.  

He took the opportunity of  our parting  talks  to date  me  for  a   birthday                  
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programme of somebody a few days after that. On our way to the                

birthday party, we saw Prof. Lamidi Fakeye, the sculptor, later of               

Obafemi Awolowo University, in front of his house. He expressed              

happiness at seeing me with his beloved “boy” or “friend”, and his              

welcome suggested similar ecstasy expressed at my aunt’s place a few              

days earlier. He asked us to pose for several photo snapshots. At the            

birthday party, the welcome was much more embarrassing. There were        

catcalls, jests, jokes and heckling. Some girls were hugging and others,     

including young men, were toasting us as new arrivals – all in romantic        

moods. Bisi Akande knew them. I had not met any of them before. A                 

lady who, a few years later, became known to me as Mrs Fade Adeniji        

(“Mama Nike”) was the Master of Ceremony. She called the celebrant,                

Mr Dokun Oyefara of Ile Ejemu, Iperin quarters, to the high table. The              

man who later became her husband, (Major) Bayo Adeniji (now the             

Balogun of Ila Orangun), was announced as the chairman. I nearly fell            

down with embarrassment when she announced my name as the Lady         

Chairman and invited me to the high table. Almost simultaneously, she       

dragged another girl, then called Miss Bimpe Dada, to sit on the seat             

nearest to Bisi Akande – while the M.C. Fade herself, sat on his other               

side. Both of them hemmed him mischievously in the middle. The chairman         

of the occasion had then taken over the control of the ceremony.                        

The drama meant nothing to me since Bisi had not said anything romantic            

to me.  

I, thereafter, accompanied him to several public outings like plays, funeral   
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and wedding ceremonies during the twelve days we spent together at Ila                     

on holidays. For the rest of my holidays, Bisi Akande was keeping                      

me to himself, but without suggesting anything romantic. The more I tagged    

along with him with innocent intention, the more people read romantic       

meanings to our association. The more that situation caused me          

embarassment, the more I thought I needed him as a big brother through         

whom I could make friends among my peers of Ila extraction. His constant      

er to take me out for the Christmas and New Year youth activities  enhanced 

my enthusiasm to learn more about Ila environment and                                         

its people. I was to leave for Ikire to see my Mummy and to leave ‘Bisi            

behind at Ila. He saw me to the Motor park and bought me a nice                 

seasonal card and a sweet, costly packet of biscuits. 

Bisi had two friends at Abeokuta who also came to Ila on holidays –               

Tony Ogundele who was then a student at St. Leo’s Catholic Teachers         

College, and Jimoh Abimbola also then a student of Mac-Job Grammar           

School. Through Tony Ogundele, Bisi sent me a love letter asking me to           

think about the possibility of becoming his future wife. From that time               

and for a whole term, both Tony and Jimoh came to see me, as                

middlemen, on all our visiting days. Then, in our school, we only had           

visiting days to receive visitors but we had no outing days for going to              

meet people out of the school compound except for end-of-term                 

holidays, when we had to travel to our parents. Therefore, I could not              

return their visits in their schools. 
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I sent Bisi’s love letter to my elder brother, Akin Odejide, for 

advice   and guidance. He happily supported the idea of a marriage 

between   Bisi and me. We both became intimate friends thereafter. 

I was happy        that ‘Bisi did not rush me into anything or disturb 

my studies. Rather,   he encouraged me to study harder for as long 

as I desired. He too was always a private student until he left for 

Lagos in 1963. I was afraid to travel to Lagos in those days, 

unaccompanied. He too had no time to visit me until 1965 when he 

was transferred by his employers – the British Petroleum - to 

Ibadan. I was already a midwifery student at the Baptist Welfare 

Centre, Iree, now in Boripe Local Government Area of Osun State. 

 Unfortunately, my mother opposed our relationship from the 

beginning because, according to her, Bisi was supposed to be a 

relative to my father. I therefore could not put the matter directly to 

my father until I had finished my schooling and got fixed in a job. 

One day in 1966, after four years of courtship, Akin Odejide took 

Bisi to my father at Oyi Obasinkin in Ifedayo Local Government 

and secured his consent. Both of us were very happy. We got 

married in December 1966 and have had cause to thank God for 

blessing our union with children and grandchildren. 

The irony of the whole episode has been that my husband was 

perhaps more loved by my parents than me. He was regarded as the 

first son to my   mother  and   father   until   they  both passed on. 

One thing we both 

 

                                                           28 



 have not experienced since we married was to live separately 

except for the three years (1984 to 1986) when he was incarcerated 

by the military government in Kirikiri and Agodi Prisons. 
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AKANDE's ROOTS 
 
 

Self - Confidence 

A person’s work cannot be fully appreciated without                    

putting a bit of the person, his past and his growth into consideration.      

 
Chief Adebisi Bamdele Akande (popularly called Bisi Akande) has been     

the National Chairman of the Alliance for Democracy (A.D) since December 

2003. He was the Executive Governor of Osun State of Nigeria                 

from June 1999 to May 2003. Before then, he had been a member of Ila 

Local Government Management Committee and later a Councillor of          

the Ila Local Government from 1972 to 1979. He was a member of the 

Nigerian National Constituent Assembly which wrote the 1979     

Constitution between 1977 and 1978. He was a foundation member  
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of the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN), a founding member of its Executive 

Committee for Oyo State under the chairmanship of Chief Bola Ige         

from the party’s inception in 1978. Later, in 1982, became a member of     

the UPN’s National Executive Committee under the chairmanship of       

Chief Obafemi Awolowo. Between 1979 and 1982, he served as Secretary    

to the first Executive Government of old Oyo State (now Oyo and            

Osun States) before he was elected Deputy Governor of the same state         

in 1982. He became Osun State Chairman of Afenifere in 1995 and the 

founding Chairman of Osun State chapter of the Alliance for          

Democracy (A.D) in 1998. 

As a young child he had enrolled in 1946 at the Native Administration    

Primary School, Oke Aloyin, Ila-Orangun, where he was No 314 in the 

Admission Register. He transferred to Methodist Primary School,              

Idanre, Ondo State in 1953. He was a shop clerk in 1954 and a pupil       

teacher with Idanre Local Authority Schools for two years after which         

he trained as a Grade III teacher at Ife Divisional Teachers’ Training     

College, Ile-Ife in 1957 and 1958. By the time he left the teacher training 

college, and by 1960 when he had lost his two parents, he had had 

confidence and strong faith in his future. 

His Roots 

n Chief Bisi Akande’s days, children of the same grand-                  

parents and sometimes of the same great grandparents lived together  
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under the same roof and invariably, more often than not, ate together      

from the same pot. It was an extended family home. The next-door 

neighbours were also relatives of his great grandparents. Therefore, in      

his compound of many extended family homes, there existed a close-knit 

communal family, sharing the same norms, ethos and cultural values.       

His socialization and those of his relations, the festivals and celebrations, 

marriages and child nurturing practices, traditional religions based on 

mythologies of family origins and history and, above all, family leisure     

and relaxation with folklore, taboos and moon-light tales were the same. 

The spirit of mutual assistance among members of these extended      

families and communal families was the culture of his native town, Ila-

Orangun. 

Chief Akande, as a child of communal families, imbibed a culture of    

mutual assistance as the bedrock of his informal education. 

Bisi Akande is the second child but the first son of Pa Lawani Bamgbose 

Akande, an Ila palm-wine tapper from Ile Asudan (Asudan Communal 

Family Compound), Isedo quarters of Ila-Orangun. In Ila-Orangun of     

those days, the palm-wine tappers were the richest professionals. It was the 

practice in the profession among Ila people, that when the husband 

produced the palm-wine, the wife handled its marketing. It is pertinent       

to note that, because the focus of their labour was “child centred”, the 

standard of hard-work and honesty between the trading partners (i.e. 

husband and wife) was very high. It is not surprising, therefore, that Bisi  
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Akande inherited the traits of hard-work and honesty from his parents. 

Young Bisi was denied the opportunity to train in palm-wine tapping     

inspite of the popular saying that “Ila Ko’logun, Emu l’ogun Ila”, i.e.         

the only effective cure for any ailment of an Ila indegine in palmwine.  

 
While his father hailed from the lineage of Pa Ladimeji – the legendary 

warrior of the Yoruba intertribal wars, his mother was Madam Humani 

Wuraola Akande - the second daughter to Chief Elemese Adesina of           

Ile Obalumo (Obalumo Communal Family Compound), Isedo quarters,      

Ila-Orangun. In Ila traditional public service, “Elemese” was like the       

Head of Service who combined general service administration with the 

functions of the head of police under the Orangun of Ila.  

 

Bisi Akande, by some calculation of probability assumed 16th January,     

1939 as his date of birth and enjoyed absolute love of and inspired            

hope in his parents, both of whom lived together in happy marriage to         

the end. According to Bisi, “Anybody whose two parents lived together     

and cuddled adequately, as a child, is always happy and confident about      

his journey of mystery and delight into fame throughout life”.  

 

Bisi’s paternal grandmother was called “Iya Alaro”. In those days, at Ila-

Orangun, “Aro” i.e. (cloth-dyeing) was one of the most lucrative women’s 

occupations. Her true name was Bolaji. She was tall, pretty, respectable    

and regal. She gave birth to babies twenty-one times but, by the time        

Bisi was born, Bisi Akande’s father (Bamgbose), was the youngest  
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and the only surviving child of Iya Alaro. Therefore, when young Bisi was 

weaned to live with her as a small boy at age five, she hovered around      

and always cuddled him like an untouchable egg. She was a pillar of   

support to and always infused confidence in young Bisi till she died in   

1966.  

 

He was weaned initially to live with his paternal grandmother (Iya Alaro)  

but later began to seek the abode and the care of both the maternal and 

paternal grandmothers. By the time the paternal grandmother (Iya Alaro) 

passed on in 1966, he had built his own house and he moved in with the 

maternal grandmother (Iya Egbe) till she died in 1977.  

 

In Ila tradition, the cult of “Abiku” was known as “Egbe”. His maternal 

grandmother, Ogunniwun Apinke, was a paediatric-herbalist popularly 

called “Iya Egbe”. She later became the Iya-Awo (mother of cults of all 

herbalists) of Ila-Orangun in 1949. When Bisi Akande was a school boy,   

he was always on hand to welcome the patients bringing palm oil, goats, 

ducks, chickens, pigeons and tortoises for herbal sacrifices. He revelled      

in the eating of meat endlessly. Several times, he went to bed with pieces    

of meat in his mouth.  

 

In other words, Bisi Akande was loved and pampered by parents and 

grandparents as a child and, today, he is sought after and loved by the    

people of Ila-Orangun. The desire to reciprocate this love from his people 
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through dedicated community service explains his incursion into           

politics and his confidence about any venture and whatever he chooses        

to do. 
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CHILDHOOD PRANKS 
 

       Truancy 
     n those days, primary school teachers were feared and                            

respected. They were free, as part of discipline, to flog                                  

pupils discretionally and sometimes mercilessly. 

 
One Wednesday, early in 1950 when young Bisi was in Primary Standard 

four, he got to school early in the morning to discover that many of his 

classmates had done their home work which he had not remembered to do. 

His friend, Lasisi Raji, a retired NEPA employee (now known as Tunde 

Odetayo) who also had not done his homework, suggested that their sav-   

ing grace would be to to go back home, take some money to buy a new 

exercise book and then present it to the teacher. They would tell him that the 

homework could not be done because their parents did not provide fund for 
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the working materials early enough. As they quickly ran back               

home, they reasoned that the situation could be worse if the teacher de-

manded to look at the old exercise books, wondering how could they have     

fully used one exercise book within the first quarter of the                      

year. They were in a fix. To Bisi’s surprise, when his friend told his 

grandmother that he was sick in the school and was asked to go back home, 

his friend quickly mounted on Grandma’s back to keep warm from fever, 

leaving Bisi high and dry without any further clue to the problems in hand. 

 

Before he could decide to go back to school, he realized he would be 

punished additionally for lateness. He resorted to truancy and wandered 

round the town to kill boredom during school hours. In the process, he met 

Sunmonu  Aboderin, his kinsman, who attended Saint Matthew’s Anglican 

Primary School, a habitual truant, now a renowned Motor Mechanic             

at Oshogbo, who initiated him into truancy techniques. They moved from 

there to Adekunle Sawmill whose premises provided sufficient industrial 

novelty to kill children’s boredom. They were there throughout the day 

watching how machines were used to offload logs, cut and saw the logs     

into planks, joists and rafters. To children of Bisi’s age at that time in Ila, 

such industrial activities had special attraction. 

 

At about the school closing time, they both returned home. Bisi’s uncle,    

Alhaji Sunmonu Adesina, noticed that he did not bring back the school 

portmanteau containing the recently bought books and challenged him.     

‘Bisi quickly lied that his friend, Lasisi Raji (now Tunde Odetayo) helped   

him to carry the box while it was his turn to carry the teachers’ books that day.  
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He was immediately commanded to go for his school portmanteau.               

He went out to play with friends thinking of what to do since the port-  

manteau was in the school and there was no way he could get it unless he 

went back to school. On his way back home in the evening, he saw     

Sunmonu, his truant partner, who scared him with a false story that he        

saw Bisi’s uncle seeing off his class-teacher who had come to ask for reasons 

for his absence from school. Bisi became very afraid and he told him so.     

Bisi was advised to go and hide in Sunmonu’s father’s lorry in front of      

their compound. Sunmonu confessed to Bisi that he always slept in the      

lorry each time he wanted to escape his parent’s punishment. Bisi went to   

hide in the lorry but it was very dark outside and he was terrified of being 

alone in the dark till daybreak. He had to sneak back to one of the unoccupied 

rooms in their house. 

 

When it was becoming too late for Bisi to return to his parents at home, a 

search party was organized round to check all possible places in vain. 

Unknown to Bisi when everybody had gone to sleep, Rabiatu, Iya Limota,  

had stayed behind on the corridor to sift ground corn for the family food. 

When Bisi opened the door to sneak into his grandmother’s room, Rabiatu 

was scared and shouted to wake members of the household. Bisi ran back   

into his hiding room, quickly opened a big box and hid himself inside. His  

two uncles, Alhaji Sunmonu and Gbada Detunji, went into the room and 

found nothing. They blamed Rabiatu for raising false alarm. Finally, that 

night, Bisi was caught. Instead of giving the reasons for putting family 

members to that trouble, he insisted he did not want to go to school again        

- 
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as according to him, his class teacher was very wicked. 

 

He was taken to the School Headmaster, M.A. Adediji, the next morning.    

After listening to all the stories and complaints, the Headmaster sent for         

his class teacher, T. O. Obatunde, to inquire if ‘Bisi was good in his studies    

to which the teacher answered in the affirmative. The headmaster         

checked Bisi’s latest progress reports and was so satisfied that he could       

not easily understand the reason for his sudden intention to withdraw from 

school. He asked about Bisi’s parents who were then resident at Osogbo.     

He then ordered Bisi to be helped to visit his parents at Osogbo for the 

extended weekend and asked him to resume work in the school by the 

following Monday. Bisi was very happy having overcome the problems of   

the homework, his truancy and his school portmanteau story. The Head-

master’s decision was a triumph which pleased him a great deal. Thereafter, 

he became stable, confident and consistent in his school attendance             

and work. 

 

Mechanic Apprentice 

wo years after, in March 1952, when he was in standard                                

six, he was prevailed upon by the elders of the Obalumo’s family         

to serve as the clerk to the family masquerade (by name “Alenilada”) – a 

position which he gladly accepted as a special honour. On the day of the 

masquerade’s outing, during the Egungun festival, Bisi was dressed in his     

best outfit. He walked close to the masquerade everywhere the entourage    

went. He was totally oblivious of what would be the reaction to that action  
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in his school but he had the approval of every member of the family.               

His uncles, Alhaji Sunmonu and Gbada Detunji, who could have been      

sources of inhibition, were away in Idanre in Ondo State. As the masquerade 

went from house to house, decanting blessings to families, and receiving  

tokens of the people’s gratitude and as its train was, in turn, coming                

out of Ile Obaloja, Odo Aketi near his school, N.A. School Oke Aloyin,    

shortly after the school closing hours, young Bisi, like every other person        

in the entourage, was dancing and singing after the masquerade –  

“Alenilada de o, O de o”.  

“Alenilada de o, O de o” etc..  

Suddenly, his class teacher, Prince Ajiboye Oyinlola (who later became a 

Permanent Secretary in old Oyo State) who was just returning from school       

in the company of another teacher, Mr. Akande Oladapo, seized his arm        

and asked – “Is this why you did not come to school?”. Before young Bisi 

could know what to say, he was released to catch up with the dancing step       

of the masquerade and the teachers went away. Deep inside, ‘Bisi was sad and 

confused but managed to dance back home with Alenilada – the masquerade. 

He submitted the account of the gifts received by the masquerade                     

to the family and was paid one shilling for his services as a masquerade      

clerk for the day. 

 

All through the night, he thought about his being discovered in the company    

of the masquerade and swore never to go to school again. He refused               

all persuasion to change his mind as if the teacher would hang him                    

if he went back to school. His father came to Ila from Osogbo to talk to him and  
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to rally senior family members and friends to talk to him. He                       

would not be persuaded. Already, Sunmonu Aboderin, his kinsman and       

truant partner, two years earlier, had become a motor mechanic apprentice       

to another senior relation at Ikirun, Alhaj Tijani Egbeyemi. After much      

effort to persuade him, Bisi opened up by insisting on becoming a motor 

mechanic. In the meantime, he had wasted more than half a year and the     

shame of returning to school to join in a class of his juniors had overwhelmed 

him.  

 

His father had to go to Idanre to solicit for the assistance of Alhaj Sunmonu   

and Gbada Detunji (Bisi’s uncles) to persuade him to return to school. At          

a point in October 1952, one Akinmowo, a mechanic apprentice, working     

with Lonfe (Agbede Moto), a motor blacksmith at Odo-Ode, was dispatched    

to Ila from Idanre. He came to ask to be Bisi’s friend. He was                      

much older and wiser than Bisi, if not more educated. Within two or three    

days, he tried to know why Bisi wanted to become a motor mechanic.         

Bisi’s major attraction was that all mechanics, particularly Sunmonu     

Aboderin and his master Alhaj Tijani Egbeyemi, always rode on motorcycles. 

Akinmowo explained that in his workshop, they were fabricating and 

manufacturing spare parts and at the same time, repairing and assembling 

bicycles, motorcycles, cars and lorries. Bisi became very attracted to that      

kind of comprehensive engineering enterprise. He agreed to follow     

Akinmowo to Idanre in Ondo State on November 14, 1952. 

 

At Idanre, Bisi was introduced to Mr Lonfe, the head of the workshop in             

.   
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which there were mechanics, blacksmiths, battery chargers, vulcanisers,      

panel beaters, lorry-body builders and painters, the kind of expertise that       

was not available in Ila Orangun in those days and the kind that Bisi had      

never seen before. It was not known to Bisi that each trade in the workshop    

had its own specialists and masters. He thought one man would be             

taught every aspect of the trades in the workshop. He was pleased and          

thus began to write letters to his old classmates to demand which of the   

vehicles they would prefer him to manufacture and send as a gift to each          

of them.  

 

However, Bisi was later to realize that his registration as an apprentice to           

a mechanic was the first step in a grand design to get him back to school.     

Soon after he started work as an apprentice mechanic, the head of the    

workshop told him that some supervisors would soon call to interview             

the new apprentices for possibly better placements. After this, the pre-arranged 

“supervisors” came and “interviewed” Bisi along with some others.                

He was later informed that he performed best at the interview but                   

that he had to produce his standard six school leaving certificate and a 

testimonial of good character from a school before he could be allowed to    

learn the trade. Young Bisi naturally became so disappointed and unhappy     

that he could not pursue his new-found love as an apprentice motor 

‘manufacturer’/mechanic. On returning home to his uncles, he narrated his 

predicament. They pacified him and encouraged him to go back to school to 

complete his primary school education and obtain a certificate to enable         

him to pursue his ambition to become a motor mechanic/’manufacturer’. 
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Soon after, the uncles enrolled him at Idanre Methodist Primary School.       

Bisi soon engrossed himself in his studies so that he could excel. Within a   

short time his love for the mechanic trade started to wane. Like his other 

schoolmates, his focus shifted to how to pass common entrance examinations   

to Secondary Schools. 

Thus, at last and in a most cunning way, Bisi’s uncles got him back to       

school and thus changed his life history. 
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THE VILLAGE TEACHER 
 
 

First Encounter With 'Awo' 
 

n   October   1954, Akande  was   a  shop  clerk  on   a monthly      

salary of   £2  (two  pounds sterling)  at Ode  ldanre in Ondo State. He 

was i n  search of a better job when he came across  a poster at the post 

office on which Awolowo’s picture was boldly printed with an inscription 

“Awo, a Man with a Plan”. Awolowo was then the Head of Government 

Business (later to be known as “Premier”) for the Western Region of Nigeria. 

Although his name was Obafemi Awolowo, he was popularly called    

‘Awo’. Akande moved closer to the poster to ascertain what ‘a man with a 

plan’ had to offer. There he discovered that ‘Awo’ was planning to make 

education free in the primary schools and that ‘pupil teachers’ were to be 

recruited for the programme. In those days, ‘pupil teachers’ were primary 

school leaving certificate holders, recruited to work as trainees in the 

teaching career. 
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For the primary school leaving certificate of those days, a pupil was required   

to attend for four years in an infant school (for junior primary classes                

I and II and standard classes one and two) before proceeding to senior    

primary classes for another four years in standard classes three to six.   

Akande had passed out of standard six from The Methodist School, Ode-

Idanre in December 1953. He could therefore work as a shop clerk in        

1954.  

He quickly applied for and got a pupil teacher’s job under the Idanre District 

Council which would be responsible for the management of the primary 

school free education policy under Awolowo’s government in the         

Western Region. The Western Region was then made up of the present  

Lagos, Ogun, Oyo, Osun, Ekiti, Ondo, Edo and Delta States. 

 

Free Primary Education’s Initial Problems 

efore 1955, in Idanre District, there were very few missionary               

schools   at   Odo - Ode   and   Alade.   The   numerous   newly   built                                                 

three-classroom primary schools which were to be opened all over the   

Western Region on 17th January, 1955 became the focal centers of the       

various district villages. Akande was posted, along with other two ‘pupil 

teachers’, to a new  Local Authority Primary School at Ijama. Their initial 

monthly salary was £4:6s:8d. each (4.68 pounds sterling). The school was 

founded to serve several villages which included Ijama-Oke, Ijama-Odo,    

Itese, Ago Isobo etc. as the educational and cultural concourse for the   

children. The local authority primary schools under the policy on free education 
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 were founded in most villages as a new innovation in primary education 

system which began what can be described as the national revival to civilization 

in this part of Nigeria. 

 

Certain episodes later became important in Akande’s assessment of the 

standard of that system of education. One was that the British administrative 

officials then in Ondo Province exhibited loyalty and sympathetic           

response through diligent visitation, supervision and inspection of the 

programme. On the first day (January 17, 1955) of their assumption of         

duty as pupil teachers in the school, three officials of government, including     

a white man (team leader), visited their school before they settled                

down to work. A memorable feature was the fact that there was no       

motorable road from Idanre to Ijama then. The officials rode bicycles for       

the seven miles. Three large boxes of books and instructional materials         

had been deposited in the school. Each of the boxes was meant for forty    

pupils per class of the three-arm school. They assembled in one of the          

new classrooms. The teachers were led by the officials to check the correctness 

of the numbers of the contents of each box in relation to the                        

names of the school pupils in the register compared with those in attendance. 

This memorable scenario speaks eloquently about the commitment                   

of the civil servants to excellence in the school system in those days. 

 

Another memorable part of the system was that many of the indigenous     

school managers were ignorant of the import of the programme and were 

fraudulent about its handling and management. Teachers, classrooms, books     
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and materials in the school were provided for 120 pupils (at the rate of        

about 40 pupils per classroom). The number of names in the pupils’ register 

was more than 120, but those pupils who were physically present in           

school on the day were less than 30. Although the government officials        

were disappointed, the explanation by the village elites was that the children 

from each of the other villages were not released to attend that school      

because of rivalry among the various villages on the siting of the school.       

The immediate conclusion of the authority, therefore, was that the school 

should be sited at the village which could attract sufficient number of        

pupils.  

 

Within two weeks, government had instructed that the school should be    

moved to Itese (a village of about two kilometers from Ijama) where there     

was no building for classrooms, no books nor school materials. There they     

had a shed made of wooden poles and palm fronds with benches donated         

by the villagers, and a total number of less than 20 pupils for three teachers. 

Pressure was mounted on the teachers to inflate the number of pupils                

in attendance to sixty in order to deceive the decision makers that Itese,      

which ostensibly would have more pupils than its competing neighbour,     

should be the right site. 

 

In the end, Ijama won the support of the other villages for reasons of its    

central location in the locality, and the teachers were sent back to the         

Ijama school within another three weeks. In the meantime, the Itese villagers 

refused to send their children to the school at Ijama village.                                  

. 
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This bitter rivalry became politicized among the villagers and the politics 

spread to local Councillors within the Idanre District Council. The politics of 

rivalry about locating the school was accompanied by the use of money     

among the villagers and the local councillors. The matter was compounded      

by blackmail from the Councillors of the teachers that, unless the number        

of pupils was fraudulently increased, one or two of the teachers would         

have to be disengaged from service.  

 

Akande was then acting as the Headmaster. He was too young, educationally 

ill-equipped and totally inexperienced to cope with that intricate situation.       

He neither wanted any of the teachers sacked nor was he prepared                     

to fraudulently inflate the true attendance of pupils on either of the two        

sites. Eventually, one Mr. Akinrodoye a Grade III trained teacher (i.e. a pupil 

teacher with two years training in the Principles of Education and          

Teaching Methods) was posted to lead them at the Ijama School. There          

was the likelihood that a deliberate inflation of pupil enrolment and other 

measures were adopted to sustain three teachers at Ijama school and to      

secure, within a year, an approval for siting another school at Itese village.           

Siting and building schools with attendant provision of furniture, teachers, 

books and instructional materials without corresponding number of            

pupils in attendance became the local strategy to deceive the policy makers. 

Within the first two years of his service as an untrained teacher under              

the Free Primary Education Scheme, Akande observed that many of the       

local administrators and indigenous native supervisors of the system were 

fraudulent  about  the  statistics  of  school  enrolment,  particularly  in  the rural 
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communities, with the result that a lot of resources must have been             

wasted on the programme. Compounding this culture of waste was the      

practice that, apart from primary schools being managed by various local 

government authorities, most of the other primary schools being financed       

by the government were established according to the whims and caprices         

of the religious bodies, and not necessarily in conformity with the needs          

of the populace. 

Dishonest Parenthood 
ne funny but painful incident was recalled by ‘Bisi                            
Akande about his life at Ijama. As a young bachelor, while others        
were busy playing “ludo” or any other games with the villagers, he would  

always be busy studying in his room within a bungalow which he shared       
with the landlord’s family. As he was coming to the corridor one afternoon,     
he was amazed to find his landlord chewing a piece of meat and              
furtively using bare fingers to take another piece of meat from the ‘efo-riro’ 
soup pot inside the family cupboard. They both greeted each other                 
with ordinary nod of heads. When the landlady discovered the loss of        
certain pieces of meat from the soup pot, she raised an alarm and summoned 
their two children for explanation. They were instantly charged for           
stealing before the landlord who commanded the boys to kneel down and 
threatened to flog the children if they did not confess to the stealing. 
 
Akande felt uncomfortable at the injustice about to be meted to the children  

and volunteered evidence that it was the landlord who stole the pieces               

of meat from his wife’s soup pot. The landlady, who knew that her husband  
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was the one who provided the meat from his game hunting and the      

condiments from his farm, could not easily believe such a story. That might not 

be the first time the children would be so unjustly punished. The landlord 

became highly enraged and shouted on Akande. He insisted from that day      

that Akande should be evicted from his house. This incident remains for 

Akande one of the most painful injustices Akande has witnessed inflicted        

by a father on his own children and it remains fresh in his memory till the 

present moment when fraudulent politicians try always to blackmail honest 

ones as a cover-up for their personal misdeeds. 

Training As a Teacher 
Towards starting the Free Primary Education Scheme                                         

in January 1955, expansion of teachers’ training was commenced by 

Awolowo’s Action Group administration in January 1953. For a modest       

start, missionary teachers’ colleges were grant-aided for expansion, while     

hired houses were used to commence new teachers’ training colleges. Five      

4-year Provincial Grade II and twenty-four 2-year Divisional Grade III 

teachers’ training colleges were established by the government in some      

major towns and villages of the Western Region.  

 

Side by side with the teachers’ training colleges, numerous 3-year modern 

schools were built from where future teachers would be recruited for training. 

The three-year modern schools, which were to be managed and controlled by 

local government District Councils and missionaries were to give pupils Junior 
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Secondary School (JSS) education which, for some, might                             

lead to further education in Arts and Sciences and, for others, to further   

training as teachers and artisans in the Trade Centres. At the same time, 

Awolowo’s administration saw to it that Trade Centres were built as training 

schools for future craftsmen in various trades and industries. More                

than ever before, schools and practical training opportunities were provided    

for most primary school leavers in all the local districts of the Western   

Region. It was truly the era of educational awareness among the Yoruba,       

the Edo, the Igbo, the Ijaw, the Urhobo and the Itshekiri peoples of the          

old Western Nigeria, the type of which had never been experienced anywhere 

else in Africa before then. 

Entry qualifications for those schools were based on successful completion      

of primary and modern school education respectively. For the teachers, 

concessions were given to candidates who had passed primary school       

leaving certificate examination with one or two years experience as a pupil-

teacher. Akande joined the pioneering staff of free education scheme                

in 1955 as a pupil-teacher and thereafter became qualified under the concession 

to sit for the entrance examination for admission into the Divisional         

Teacher Training College at Ile-Ife in 1957. The scheme of learning       

included rigorous revision of the subjects being taught to pupils in primaries 

one to four, particularly English Language, Arithmetic, Geography,         

Yoruba and History, together with the methods of teaching each of such 

subjects. Other important subjects taught them were General Principles            

of Education, Physical Exercises and Practical Agriculture. 
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Corruption All Along 

         fter teacher training, Akande served as a Grade III                                         

teacher in some of the free education schools. He was Headmaster           

in the Muslim Primary School, Ilawo in Ejigbo local government area of         

the present Osun State. In every Local Government, for the purpose of            

the system, there was a Local Education Committee whose decisions were 

implemented by the Local Education Secretary. In his position as the 

headmaster, Akande witnessed some of the ways through which corruption   

was introduced to the financing and management of schools by the Local 

Education Committees together with the Local Education Secretaries, in       

spite of the good intentions of the Government. 

The usual practice, in most Local Education Committees, at that time             

was that many untrained teachers would have their appointments terminated 

with the proviso that they would be reconsidered for appointment                      

if they re-applied. This practice was designed to extort gratifications from    

such teachers who would not like to lose their employment. Akande too 

received such a retrenchment letter towards the end of 1956 but, fortunately,     

it came about the same time he got the letter of admission to Ife           

Divisional Teachers’ Training College. 
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INITIATION INTO PARTISAN 
POLITICS 

 
 

The  Market  Concourse 
 

rom  1953  to   1966, Hon  S.   0.  Akerele of    the   National   

Council  of Nigerian  C i t i z ens   (NCNC), who  later  joined the  Action 

Group (AG) but subsequently crossed to the United People's  Party ( U PP) 

and  eventually  to Nigerian  N ational  Democratic Party  (NNDP), was the 

most  popular  politician in lla Orangun. After the operation “Wet-e” crisis 

Which engulfed the Western Rq,rion of Nigeria in 1965 and 1966, lla youths 

were divided  between  supporters of Hon.  Akerele and  followers  of Hon. 

Aborisade  - another politician  of  the Action  Croup wbich  later  became 

part of  United  Progressive Grand Alliance ( UPGA). 
 
 

The Charity  Club  had  been  founded since 1960 to forge  unity among Ila 
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educated youths to which Bisi Akande belonged. Bayo Adeniji, a member    

of Ila Charity Club too, had been Bisi’s acquaintance since their primary 

school days in the nineteen forties. By 1971 they had become close family 

friends. Between 1960 and 1972 their circle of friends expanded to include 

an Ila local government typist, Adelowotan Adeniji, who had a shop            

in the market place (opposite the Central Mosque). By 1972, the veranda      

of his shop had become a notable youth concourse in the evenings. During 

holiday and weekend visits to Ila, Bayo Adeniji and Bisi always joined       

the concourse to discuss, among others, the politics and welfare of Ila        

people.  

 

Adelowotan Adeniji was a strong adherent of Hon S.O. Akerele in Ila 

politics. Hon Aborisade, an Action Group politician, was Akerele’s bitterest 

political opponent. During the ‘wet-e’ political violence of 1966, both      

Hon Akerele and Adelowotan Adeniji might have been attacked by a group 

suspected to be from among Hon Aborisade’s adherents. Thus, for the ten 

years between 1966 and 1976, the bad blood between the adherents of      

both Hon Akerele and Hon Aborisade deepened and attained the status of 

mutual hatred. 

 

One Saturday afternoon, in September 1976, a friend of Hon Aborisade –  

one respectable, kind hearted, and patriotic Ila man – who was a laboratory 

technician with the then University of Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo 

University) by name S.A. Babatunde from Ile Elekian Amonija of Isedo, Ila 
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Orangun, beckoned to Bisi from among the youths at the market concourse 

and invited him to his house for a private talk. Bisi promised to                 

meet Mr. Babatunde at dinner. With them at the meeting was Mr. 

Babatunde’s relation – one Lasisi Ajide popularly called “Eli-Kay”, who     

also was a friend to Adelowotan Adeniji and an adherent of Akerele.           

Mr Babatunde reminded Bisi:  

(i) about the “zero-party” Local Government elections coming      

up in December 1976 as part of transition from military to      

civil rule; 

(i) that both of them had been members of the Ila Local 

Government Management Committee since 1972; and, 

(ii) that they both belonged to the same electoral ward – Isedo    

Ward 1 - by birth.  

He indicated his interest in becoming the Councilor and said he would not 

like to have any political clash with Bisi. Bisi Akande assured him of his 

support in his political ambition. At that time Bisi was a staff of the British 

Petroleum and he returned to Lagos the following morning.  

          The Unopposed Councillor 

uspecting that Bisi was very popular in Isedo Wards I                             

and II, pon hearing that Isedo Ward II leaders, led by Baba Latunde  

Oloruko Alfa of Ile Olowobari, were speculating about adopting him as    

their candidate, Hon. Akerele’s friends and supporters in the same ward did 

not want to experiment with any political clash between Akerele and Bisi.  
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“Eli-Kay” must have gone round to leak Bisi’s “secret talk” with Mr.           

S. A. Babatunde to Adelowotan Adeniji and some notable leaders in Isedo 

Wards I and II, who began a political intrigue. 

 

Between Baba Gbada Lagunju of Ile Oyepata and Gbada Dediji of Ile 

Asudan, an idea began to spread to Gbada Okedun (Agbede) of Ile Asudan, 

Baba Bello Alabi of Ile Elemogun Obalumo, Baba Gbada Wole-Wole of     

Ile Arole and to Chiefs Oyepata and Ejenwa. By the following Saturday, 

unknown to Bisi and in his absence, a meeting of all notable Isedo leaders, 

under the chairmanship of Chief Obasinkin Ajayi, was held at which           

he was unanimously adopted for the Councillorship of Isedo Ward I. 

 

Alhaji Monmodu Adeoye, a bicycle repairer from Ile Abegan, who also had 

been Bisi’s childhood friend, came to Lagos thereafter to summon              

Bisi to Ila to react to the new political development. Bisi wanted to decline 

the nomination but, with another round of consultation, together               

with his immediate relatives including Mr. Daniel Oni (alias “Baba Epe”), 

Mr. S.A. Babatunde was overwhelmed by pressure to withdraw his interest   

in the Councillorship. He too became one of the people to persuade            

Bisi to accept the nomination to be the unopposed candidate for the Coun-

cillorship for Isedo Ward I in December 1976.  

 

In 1977, Bisi was nominated by the Council Chairman, Prince Isaac Adebayo, 

and all the other Councillors, to contest for the Ila/Odo-Otin                         

seat in the Nigerian Constitutional Constituent Assembly. Chief Kola Balogun 
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Mrs Omowunmi Akande as a young 
school girl, 1961. 
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As a young teacher 
at Ilawo in Ejigbo, 1961. 



 

 
Clement Agboola, Bisi Akande and Gani Abimbola as young students at 

the Divisional Teacher Training College Ile-Tfe -1957. 
 

              • 
Akin Olajide. ClementAgboola, BisiAka n de and their fema l e friends a t  Ife 

Divisional College, 1958. 



 

 
Standing 2nd to the right, among Ila students at Ife Divisional College, 1957. 

 
 
 
 

 
Sitting 3rd from right among Ila students at Ife Divisional College, 1958. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tfe Divisional College, 1957. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sitting (2nd row) 2nd to the right College House- Ife Divisiona l College, 1 958. 



 
 
 

Sitting far right as a primary school teacher at Muslim Shoal, Oro, 1959. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Squatting in the 
right hand as 

a teacher 
in training in 

the school 
farm. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A young school teacher at 
Omu-Aran Muslim School, 1959. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
itti ng 2nd left among College officers.lfe  Divi ional Coll ege, 1958. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Akande as a young man. 
(1977) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief and Chief (Mrs) Akande 
after being installed as 

the Asiwaju of 
Ila-Orangun. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chief and Chief (Mrs) Bisi Akande 
being welcomed  by Dr Fabayo and 
Mr Laboye Dada to a civic reception 
by lla Charity Club, after being installed 
as the 'Asiwaju ' by the Orangun oflla. 



 

 
 

Installation ofMr Bisi Akande, Secretary to the Government of 
Oyo State as the Asiwaju of  Ila. 

 
 
 
 

 
Chief and Chief(Mrs) Bisi Akande with some of their grandchildren 
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the first Nigerian Minister for Information and Research in the                       

First Republic, Hon. Dairo, a former Private Secretary to Chief Obafemi 

Awolowo, and one Lawyer Oyediran from Inisha were Bisi’s opponents in      

the political contest. With the active support of the Orangun of Ila, Oba     

William Ayeni Ariwajoye and both Hon Akerele‘s and Aborisade’s followers, 

Bisi Akande won the election in August 1977.  

 

   Another Encounter with ‘Awo’ 

 
t the  Constituent Ass cmblv,  Bisi  first  met  Chiefs 

 

Abraham  Adesanya, Bisi Onabanjo,  Toye Coker, K u n l e Oyero  and 
others from Ogun State and Chiefs Richard Akinjide, Olu Akinfosile, Ayo 
Fasanmi and others  from old Oyo and old Ondo  States. It  was through 
Chief Ayo Fasanmi,  in November  1977, that  Chief  Obafcmi  Awolowo 
invited Bisi for a chat and, thereafter, to the Committee  of Friends which 
metamorphosed into the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN) in September 1978. 

 
 
That was Bisi Akande’s introduction to active national politics. 
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THE ASIWAJU OF ILA- 
ORANGUN 

 
 

Ila-Orangun Kingdom 
la Orangun kingdom is an old one which covered the                       

Igbomina land, parts of which are in the present Kwara and Ekiti States.  

  Indeed, Ila–Orangun itself is the principal city of the Igbomina, an ethnic 

group of the Yoruba nation. 

 

It has been said that a community is the sum of the consciousness of its    

people, the chaotic infinitude of the experience and perceptions of both          

the living and the dead. In order to communicate with itself, to function as        

a conscious organism at all, a community must distill and simplify this        

chaos into ideas and slogans of public debate and politics. An essential         
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agent in the crystallization of the community consciousness is myth –        

hence, the saying that all nations live by myths. So it is with the Ila Orangun 

community.  

 

Constellation of Events 

contemporary myth among the Ila–Orangun people is                             

that Bisi Akande is the mascot, the torch–bearer, the harbinger of       

the community’s human resources development and so its socio-economic 

advancement. 

 

Ila people recall that, by winning the Ila/Odo-Otin seat to Nigerian Constituent 

Assembly (NCA) in 1977 and by winning Ila/Ifedayo/Boluwaduro                 

and Boripe seat to the Nigerian Constitutional Conference (CONFAB) in      

1994, Bisi Akande became the very first Ila indigene to win elections into      

any of Nigeria’s National Assembly at a time Ila was not considered big    

enough to make a constituency. Earlier on, Rev. Opadina could not win      

Ife/Ila seat to the Western Nigerian House of Assembly in 1952; it was         

also impossible for Hon. Sumaila Akerele to win Ife/Ila seat to the Nigerian 

House of Representatives in 1954; and, for the same reasons, Orangun   

Adedapo (Agboluaje II) was prevented by Ife Chiefs from winning Ife/Ila     

seat to the Western Nigerian House of Chiefs in 1956, and it was impossible  

for Lasisi Adebowale to win Ila/Origbo seat to the Nigerian House of 

Representatives in 1959.  

 

As Secretary to the Government of old Oyo State (1979-82), Bisi Akande  
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became the first Ila citizen to serve in the cabinet of any government in 

Nigeria’s history. Later, he combined the post of Deputy Governor of           

Oyo State with overseeing the functions of the Commissioner for Local 

Government (1982-83). Since then, other Ila indigenes have been appointed 

into the cabinets of various administrations in both old Oyo and Osun        

states. Bisi is the first Ila politician to be elected Governor of any state,   

serving as Governor of Osun State (1999 to 2003). Now, he is the National 

Chairman of Alliance for Democracy – the first Ila son to head any         

national political party. 

The constellation of these events around the one man, Bisi Akande, explains  

the choice of Bisi Akande as the first Asiwaju of Ila-Orangun (Path          

Finder) on 30th October, 1982 by Orangun William Adetona Ayeni. Bisi 

Akande continues to live up to the highest expectations of Ila people.   

Nepotism has no place in Chief Akande’s administrative dictionary. His     

tenor for community development, bordering on equal opportunity and 

individual meritocracy, has always laid bare the bickerings of the sycophants.  

 

Only God Can Empower 

n answer to some grumblers, particularly from Ila community,                      

who complained that Governor Akande did not use his position to empower  

his kinsmen, he affirmed his belief that it is only God                                      

that empowers people  

(“Bi Olorun ko lani,  

Oba kan ko le la enia”).  
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He has a favourite parable about a rich king who always hid substantial 

amounts of money in packs of gifts to a particular poor beggar with a           

view to empowering and enriching the beggar. Unaware of the hidden     

monies, the beggar would sell the gifts, at their face value, to another         

person whom God had anointed to be rich. After sometime, the rich king    

found out that the poor beggar sold all the gifts with all the monies.  

 

Akande’s belief is that it is much better to use government resources to 

empower the society at large (through affordable universal education, free 

health services, and general economic infrastructural development) than           

to fraudulently enrich selective kinsmen and friends. He believes that whoever 

cannot work hard and cannot compete profitably should not be empowered 

specially, kinsman or no kinsman, except for reasons of old age                      

and special infirmity. 

 

In the military era in Nigeria, governance was according to the whims and 

caprices of the military rulers and, therefore, civil servants were used as       

mere errand boys whose informed advice had no relevance. That era made         

it possible for kinsmen who could not write good prose to become Permanent 

Secretaries at the expenses of diligent, suitable and intelligent candidates;          

it made it easy for any relations of the people in power to have            

scholarship to read Medicine even if they had not passed any science subject     

at the ordinary level general certificate examinations. The era also           

provided for the ‘street wise’ to get maximum political patronage even        

when they were always afraid or felt “too big” to participate in or to finance 

politics. That culture of governance by whims and caprice has been imbibed by  
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politicians ruling Nigeria today.  

 

Bisi Akande is a strong adherent of the school of forward-planning and    

faithful implementation of programmes by using knowledgeable, competent 

and experienced people. This unyielding faith in planning and control,                 

more often than not, created conflicts even in his cabinet. 

 

No wonder, Chief Bisi Akande remains the very proud choice of the Ila people 

as the Asiwaju of Ila-Orangun! 
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AKANDE'S  PRINCIPLE OF 
GOVERNANCE 

 
 

Project Choice and Management 
 

most remarkable achievement of Akande's                

administration is  that  none  of  all the  over  one  thousand   (1000)  

projects initiated  when he became  Governor was abandoned. Many of the 

abandoned projects  by previous  administrations, since 1992, which were 

not motivated by greed and which were in consonance with the manifesto 

of  the   Alliance  for  Democracy,  were adopted  and  completed as an inte- 

gral part  of  his administration's programme. He even ensured  that  funds 

had  been  allocated  and  released  for  the  few on-going projects  that  were 

still not  completed by the  time he vacated  office  in 2003. Projects  which 

had  not  taken  off  were cancelled. 
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He believed that government projects were of different classifications and 

dimensions. While some required critical funding with delicate planning        

and co-ordination of efforts by external consultants, many of them required 

long construction time-spans. Invariably, many others entailed gathering         

of component materials and equipment from the local suppliers or                   

by importation. Because he commands his cmprehension of the gamut              

of project choice, formulation, execution and appraisal and of its implications    

in political and social terms, made his success easy to understand. In                  

a country where contract failure is common, it is amazing to witness the          

high standards and qualities of all the completed projects during his tenure.  

 

These projects include the entire buildings and main gate houses that make      

up the male and female wards and the Out Patient Department (OPD)         

clinics of Ladoke Akintola University of Technology Teaching Hospital           

at Idi-Seke, Osogbo and the various structures, furniture and equipment 

provided in the College of Health Sciences at Mercyland Complex of the 

University also at Osogbo. Included among the projects are the entire struc-

tures, buildings, fencing, transmitters, furniture, equipment and all the 

infrastructures at both the Ile-Awiye (Radio and Television) House at Osogbo 

and the Co-operatives School at Ode-Omu. Other projects are numerous 

buildings, furniture and equipment in all the state’s tertiary institutions,    

primary and secondary schools and comprehensive health centres, together   

with the various water works, bore-holes, deep-wells and electrification 

provided all over the state. The road projects for which earth works and 

……….. 
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 drainage had been completed and for which funds had been fully allocated 

included Ilesa to Eti-Oni to Reserve area, Ejigbo to Oguro, Gbongan                

to Odeyinka to Orile-Owu and Ikire to Odeyinka.  

 

Within one month of his assumption of office as Governor, Chief Akande 

reviewed the State Financial Regulations and wrote the Policy Guidelines        

of his administration which form part two of his book titled: A Fresh Start In 

Osun State. In the Policy Guidelines, apart from the principle of          

Optimum Community (OPTCOM) which governs their equitable distribution 

and establishment of schools and hospitals in Osun State, other                     

basic principles introduced into the formulation and co-ordination of fun-

damental policies of Akande’s government are the following: 

 

1. In public finance, Government expenditure should be equal to or      

less than government revenue. He does not believe in deficit budgeting 

at all. Deficit budgeting encourages borrowing, credit purchases          

or award of contracts without funding. Illustrating the danger,        

Chief Akande said, Obasanjo’s Federal Government (excluding the 36 

states and 774 local governments) earned N3.3 trillion                          

in the four years between June 1999 and May 2003, but spent N5 

trillion with acummulated debts budget deficit of N1.7 trillion        

which accounts for the present total disinvestments by local 

agricultural and factory producers, excessive importation of goods 

from abroad, deficit international balance of payments against Nigeria,  

hyper inflation and rising general unemployments. All these result 
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in the desperation of unemployed able-bodied people, general 

delinquent and criminal behaviours among youths, increased 

frustration among the retiring civil servants, police and the military                 

whose gratuities and pensions have not been paid, total disregard         

of law and order and mass uniformisation of poverty among the 

ordinary Nigeria. 

 

2. Recurrent expenditure is the fund disbursed for the salary of public 

servants together with the money spent in maintaining their          

offices, houses and cars and such other funds expended to make      

them comfortable at work. It is the belief of Chief Akande that 

recurrent expenditure should not exceed 40% of total government 

revenue so that 60% would be disbursed for the welfare of the      

general public in form of physical, economic and social capital 

infrastructures such as schools, hospitals, roads, rural electrification   

and provision of potable water. In his effort to maximize the   

proportion of revenue to be disbursed for landscape and general    

human development, Akande ran into a battle with the workers’     

union and the political position holders. While the workers union      

was demanding 114% of total revenue for staff wages, Akande         

was offering only 70%. At the same time, the political office holders 

including those of the State House of Assembly wanted maximum 

financial attention without bothering to know the sources of such 

funds. 

 

3. Wage structure must be by negotiation within the scope of the employ- 
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ers’ ability to pay, subject to any intervention by Workers       

Arbitration Authority established by Law. Imposition of wage 

structure by any outside authority (e.g. Federal Government) was not    

acceptable to Bisi Akande in Osun State. 

 

4. Without universal science education, technology cannot be developed. 

This explains his policy of 60% Science and 40% Arts                      

and Humanitics education in Osun State, Secondary and Tertiary 

Institutions. For the school curriculum and scheme of teaching to 

conform to this principle, there had to be rationalization of the     

teaching staff in the state schools. In other words, while certain         

Arts and Humanitics teachers might be retrenched, certain science 

teachers might also be employed. 

 

5. Every traditional ruler should earn his needed aristocratic authority 

within his domain through his leadership efforts. Osun State 

Government should not be manipulated to impose the authority           

of one traditional ruler over another. As a possible alternative, a 

voluntary association of traditional rulers may agree among 

themselves to forge a hierachical order suitable to their inter-personal    

relationship. A government of Osun State worthy of its credibility 

should inter-relate with every local traditional council and, if             

and when necessary, seek advice from the combined leadership of  

these traditional councils at the level of representative Council of  

Obas 
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During the four year tenure of Chief Akande’s administration as the Governor, 

four major principles governed the choice of projects and award of         

contracts for their execution. These were: 

(a) maximum relevance of projects to the social expectation              

and economic needs of the people; 

(b) high quality projects within each approved programme negotiated 

at the most reasonable prices. For example, it                            

would be recalled that the highlight of the PDP-controlled     

Federal Government’s Universal Basic Education Programme,    

was the award of the contract for the construction                           

of a 3-classroom block for N4.6m which worked out                       

at N1,534,000 per class-room. At the same time, the Government 

of Osun State was building a primary school classroom                  

at about N520,000. through such prudent spending,                    

Osun State was able to build and complete 30 blocks of              

such schools according to Federal Government’s specification      

and under their supervision, with the fund the Federal    

Government granted Osun State for 15 blocks. The                             

PDP Federal Government subsequently took the building      

projects off Akande’s government’s hands and awarded             

them to men and women of their political persuasion.      

Regrettably, today, most of the contracts litter Osun State      

primary schools as abandoned projects. 
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(c) No advance payments for mobilization or any other pretensions 

that might facilitate corruption or ‘kick-backs’ were         

encouraged; and 

(d) No variation of costs was entertained on any project. 

 

In the Foreword to “The Inner Mind: The Spirit That Moves Osun State 

Forward” – a collection of some of Governor Bisi Akande’s speeches -         

Oba Oladele Olashore, a former Managing Director of First Bank of Nigeria 

Plc and a former Secretary of Finance in the Interim Federal Government              

led by Chief Ernest Sonekan, described Chief Bisi Akande as being           

patriotic, messianic in his philosophy, blunt, poignant, bold, courageous, 

shrewd and astute in the management and stabilisation of Osun State     

economy and its social landscape. The Oba went further to say that many 

politicians, at all times, would like to be “seen as sweet angels that bear      

good tidings and never anything that will challenge the electorate to swallow 

bitter pills necessary for the cure of diagnosed malaise. Not so with             

Chief Akande. His war with the labour soon after assumption of office and     

the firm decision he took about retrenchment of un-required teachers are very 

bold, selfless and patriotic”. Oba Olasore wrote further: ”At every              

given opportunity he makes his stand clear. And his stand is always on the    

side of the people or what is best for them”. 

 

In his book entitled “Beating the odds”, written on his sick bed before he     

died and published posthumously, late Mr. Olufemi Adeleke, a Permanent 

Secretary in Osun State, stated as follows: 
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‘I was posted to the Governor’s Office in November 1982, 

where I have remained since then….. since my posting, to the 

Governor’s Office, I had had the privilege to work with thir-

teen governors” 

These governors included Chief Bola Ige, who he described as  

………..“an intimidating personality”. “A scholar, a 

philosopher, a political tactician and strident orator, he was 

a stickler for details. He never suffered fools gladly working 

around him. He was extremely sociable and friendly but also 

very temperamental”. 

The book also listed Dr. Omololu Olunloyo, Lt. Col. Oladayo Popoola,        

Col. Adetunji Idowu Olurin, Col. Sasaenia Adedeji Oresanya, Col. 

Abdulkareem Adisa, Col. Leo Segun Ajiborisa, Alhaj Isiaka Adetunji   

Adeleke, Navy Commander Anthony Udofia, Lt. Col. Anthony Obi, Col. 

Theophilus Oladapo Bamgboye, Chief Adebisi Akande and Prince   

Olagunsoye Oyinlola. 

 

Adeleke asserted that:  

“Chief Adebisi Akande was the second elected civilian Ex-

ecutive Governor of Osun State. He was a breed apart. I       

also served him as Permanent Secretary, Cabinet and Proto- 

col. “According to Adeleke, Akande was, without iota of 

doubt, the most focused, most prudent, most disciplined and  
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most pragmatic of them all. He was very frugal in the 

management of public funds and ascetic in life style as 

governor. He was obsessed with compliance with Regulations 

and Procedure in governance. He was also an intellectual 

governor. A deep man indeed, he wrote his speeches and   

books with only necessary assistance from experts. No 

functionary could hide anything in file from him, as such file 

would come back with a barrage of unanticipated questions. 

His four-year tenure was almost completely immersed in the 

intense siege of workers and political opponents both within 

and outside his party. His controversial policies on traditional 

institution and personnel rationalization in the Public      

Service attracted formidable enmity against him. He was 

dogged in the pursuit of his avowed programmes. He was 

aggressive in his dealings with those who only criticized 

without offering superior alternative course of action. He  

could dare the devil in the face. 

 

Adeleke summed up thus:  

“Inspite of his embattled tenure, he greatly succeeded in 

leaving monumental legacies for Osun State, especially the 

Secretariat Complex. Chief Akande was not a perfect man. 

Some of his decisions were not exactly in tune with his 

leadership posture. Nevertheless, as a great leader, he could 

not avoid the controversies that his actions aroused. I                      

.  
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suspected that, if he had had the second term, the pent-up 

resentment   of some elements in his party against certain members 

of his cabinet would have blown open to become a serious      issue 

to contend with. In fact, the party could not be said to     be in unity 

at the time of the elections”. 

It is instructive to discern Chief Akande’s attitude to governance from the     

two opinions of Osun State indigenes cited above, because one was by a        

top civil servant, the other by a traditional ruler, both of whom had good 

education and rich experiences in administration and governance. Additionally, 

worshiping his God, in a moment of spiritual truth, among his                  

kinsmen, in his home-town at the Baptist Church, Owu, Abeokuta on Sunday, 

February 9, 2003, President Olusegun Obasanjo (as quoted by The          

Monitor Newpaper of Monday February 10, 2003 and many other print       

media) had this to say about Chief Bisi Akande: 

“…….. I have heard good reports about him” (i.e ‘Bisi 

Akande, Governor of Osun State) “Talks ranging from his 

democratic selflessness, unlike some of his counterparts     

who are pocketing dividends to themselves alone….” I 

believe that whatever Akande has done, he did it for God…” 

Many people have written many things, too numerous to reproduce in this 

book, about the enigmatic phenomenon of Chief Bisi Akande’s leadership.    

We however reproduce a few of them, particularly written by distant admirers 

and political opponents.  
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ADDRESS OF WELCOME 
BY YEMI  FAROUNBI 

CHAIRMAN OSBC  
ON THE OCCASION OF COMMISSIONING THE TRANSMITTERS OF 

LIVINGSPRING RADIO AND TELEVISION ON                    
5TH MAY 2003. 

 
 

I believe it was 31 December 1999, and I received a call from      

Alhaja Tayo Adebisi from Ikirun. She said that my name had been an-

nounced on the radio as the new Chairman of Osun State Broadcasting           

Corporation (OSBC). I believe subsequently the six-man board was inau-

gurated on 11th January 2000. Shortly after the inauguration, I had an 

audience with the Excellency the Governor, Chief Bisi Akande. During the 

long discussion, the first question I asked the Governor was: 

 “Why would an AD Governor hand-over his broadcasting media to 

a PDP Chieftain?” 
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The Governor gave me three reasons. 

First:  that his Government recognised its trusteeship role in re-

lation to broadcast media. According to him, that means 

that the radio and television services are provided as a pub-

lic service, at public convenience and as a public necessity: 

To him this is beyond political partisan affiliations          

and loyalties. 

Second:  he wanted a PDP man to ensure the non-partisan nature of 

OSBC. 

Third:  he believed that given my experience, expertise, and skills, 

I was in a unique position to reposition and restructure    

and therefore to create the OSBC of his dreams. 

He also added that he would rather commandeer me to the service     

of Osun State as Chairman OSBC, rather than pay millions of naira to me    

as a consultant for the same service. That’s vintage Governor Akande –       

the Ijebu–Igbomina stateman who in all my interactions with him was   

always looking for excellent Rolls–Royce service at the cheapest cost, and 

for whom high quality and cost effectiveness are two watch–words. 

 

Before I go on, let me publicly say this. With my almost four decades  
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experience in broadcasting and almost 25 years in active politicking,                

I stand before you all and Almighty God to say that  

“between Jan. 10th 2000 and today, this Governor 

of elegant thoughts never once asked                   

for a programme, news or other favours. He 

never interfered once, nor once sought to gain 

political advantage by virtue of his eminent 

position. From years of research experience         

as a Mass Communication teacher, I have not 

found such a unique trustee in Africa with       

such a liberal road approach to broadcasting.” 

 

If there were failings in OSBC, and as a human institution, there must 

be: the errors were from the professionals.  

For making this unfettered freedom available      

to OSBC, Governor Bisi Akande, I salute you. 

Another issue I must briefly touch is why did I remain in PDP all 

through. You know the trend elsewhere is for such persons appointed into 

political positions from other parties to get sucked into the Government     

party. First, all through and up till today, Governor Akande never asked        

me to leave my party or even discussed my party affiliation. In our many   

hours of discussion, his anxiety was how to provide the best broadcasting 

service to the good people of Osun State. Second, both Governor Akande      

and my humble-self are proud products of the same Spartan; disciplined 
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Awolowo school, and the highly cerebral, cultured, Bola Ige school of   

political ideas. We both know the unique role of principles in the political 

process. We both know the importance of standing firmly by one’s principles 

even when such principles appear strange and in  minority.  

 

Great leaders and thinkers such as Awolowo, Ghandi, Churchill, 

Washington, Pandit Nehru, e.t.c. started out with great ideas that were in        

the minority. These great men never abandoned their ideas, even when         

they are contrary to contemporary fashion.  

I salute Governor Akande, a man capable of 

vigorous intellectual analysis and debate, and 

therefore, like me, able to hold to what may be 

unpopular ideals, once he is persuaded of the 

rightness and correctness of his position.  

 

And that should be the beauty of presidential system - the ability        

to appoint the best hands, irrespective of party affliliations.  

Again I salute you Governor Bisi Akande for 

making it possible for me to serve, inspite of 

differences in party loyalty. 

The second question I asked Governor Akande, “What are your 

dreams for OSBC?” Without any hesitation, he told me four objectives, which 

showed me His Excellency had given careful thought to them.  

 

First:  His Excellency stated that given the geographical position of Osun 
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State in the South-West Region; its historical significance     

among the Yorubas, and the cultural leadership traits within the 

South-West, the OSBC should be the authentic voice of the   

South-West.  

 

Second:  The OSBC must be an independent, objective, believable radio 

and television service. The Governor said if there was need to 

amend the OSBC Act to enshrine its independence, he would 

propose such amendments to the Osun State House of Assembly. 

 

Third:  The OSBC must offer news and programmes that are compre-

hensive, balanced, fair and factual; general programmes that offer 

profound enlightenment to the people, that enhance, positionally, 

the cultural and societal values of the people and serve as a 

window to the outside world; and, entertainment programmes    

that once offer wholesome mean’t to aid physical relaxation to    

the people. 

 

Fourth:  the Governor said he wanted an OSBC that, in the long run,      

will be self-sustaining as a way of enhancing its editorial 

independence.* 

 

I looked at the Governor’s faith in disbelief. He saw the doubt and  

said something like – go and make your plans, I will back you in getting the  
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best to achieve these goals.  

 

I had doubts because as at 2000, OSBC had only 5KW FM Radio 

Transmitter built by Bola Ige Government; an epileptic 25KW TV Trans-

mitter at Ibokun installed by Bola Ige Government, operating at 1.5KW;              

and, poor disintegrating TV Studios at Ibokun built by Adeleke Government 

in 1992, radio studios, assembled from domestic and industrial equipment 

built by Adeleke Government and located in Oke Rediffusion House          

at Itakogun. They were only 2 news – gathering equipment; only 2 good 

vehicles (504 Station Wagon) and some decrepit vehicles inherited from   

old Oyo State, one not–too functional TV OB van acquired in 1992, an 

operational Radio OB van 1997, and in addition, a corp of demotivated 

staff. So, I had reasons for my doubt. 

 

Your Excellency, this is a fairly long speech, please pardon me, it is 

not only a welcome address, it is thanksgiving, it is also giving stewardship 

from that date of granting me audience until today, it has been a long story 

of arduous task and unbelievable achievements which you ought to be proud 

of. 

 

First, there was a need to provide a home for OSBC. 

 

Your Government provided funds to complete this beautiful edifice, 

now named ‘Ile Awiye’. In Jan 2000, it was 40% completed. The building 

was completed, tastefully furnished; the environment well landscaped;                   

 

   78 



the operational area securely fenced; beautiful flowers, shrubs, trees and 

grasses planted; a 500KVA Generator provided; only 2-3 weeks ago, the     

new management refurbished a 250KVA electric generator to serve as support 

to the 500KVA in these days of NEPA failures; provision of 10-16      

telephone lines, supply of satellite dishes; the output of which serves as      

input to our programmes. Today, all round you, Your Excellency, is the 

beautiful home of OSBC, the true voice of the South West. 

 

Second, there was refurbishing, upgrading and enhancement of ex-

isting facilities. The 2 FM Transmitters can now radiate 4 to 4.5KW on      

89.5. This will continue to be Radio One, broadcasting 133 hours every      

week that is Radio Osun. The Radio one studios at Itakogun were dismantled, 

refurbished, enhanced to full industrial level, and installed at Ile Awiye.       

The TV Transmitter at Ibokun was overhauled and stabilized. Operating at 

14KW, the Ibokun Transmitter since 2001 had shed its epileptic nature,   

having less than 1% off-work time. Similarly the Ibokun TV studio was 

upgraded. Both Ibokun studio and Transmitter now operate 35 hours of 

independent programme per week as OSTV. The TV OB van was refurbished 

and upgraded to professional level and the vehicle provided with a     

‘tokunbo’ 1 engine to make the TV OB van mobile again. The 10KW AM 

Transmitter at Iwo which was shut down in 1994 was refurbished and now 

radiates 8-9 KW output. Ultimately, it serves as a community radio station     

for Iwo and neighbouring LGAs. 

 

Third, there is the provision of new transmitting facilities. There   
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was the 30KW Harris TV Transmitter mast and antenna, awarded in 1992,    

re-awarded in 1994, and abandoned like a leprosyorphan in 1996. I recalled 

vividly today the incident. The white-man consultant advised you that the 

project be abandoned and a new N540 million transmitter be procured. The 

OSBC Board felt otherwise and recommended that, with N25 million, the 

project would be completed in a different clime; and, for “business-as-usual” 

reasons, some other Governor would have   opted for the N540 million new 

transmitter option; but your Excellency took the advice of your Board, 

approved the recommended N25 million. The Harris 30KW TV Transmitter 

broadcasting on Channel 32 which you will commission shortly, as 

Livingspring TV, is, a tribute to your wise, selfless and courageous decision   

of that day.  

There is also the 2 x 30KW Harris FM Transmitter. This is a project 

many Administrations talked about but never did. In fact, in Itakogun today 

stands a 250ft mast, as eloquent testimonies of the failing and waste of          

the past Administrations. Choosing a transmitter is like choosing a car. It  

could be a Volks, a Peugeot, a Benz or a Rolls Royce. Governor Akande    

opted for Rolls Royce, and approved the purchase of the top-of-the-ladder 

transmitter, directly from the manufacturers, no intermediary, no hidden     

cost. And thus OSBC acquired 2x30KW Harris FM Transmitters. Harris is      

a top–flight manufacturer.* Besides, all our transmitters at Iwo, Ife and the    

TV transmitter are of Harris make.  

The new 2 x 30KW Harris FM Transmitter, which will be commis- 

sioned today, will broadcast 19 hours daily i.e. 133 hrs per week on 104.5 as    
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Livingspring Radio. Reports show that Livingspring Radio covers the SW 

effectively, extending beyond to Kaduna, Abuja, Owerri and Port Harcourt. 

Related to the acquisition of new studio and production facilities to service   

the Livingspring Radio, two stereophonic professional standard studios          

of Canadian–make are being installed. Work will be completed within     

another week. This will ensure that the sound will be clean and clear. To 

service the Livingspring, a compact service professional studio is in place,   

with all the facilities. Besides these new studios, OSBC had grown from 2 

News gathering cameras to 14 News gathering cameras; one editing suite       

to four editing suites; zero audio recorder to ten audio recorders; provision     

of GSM MTN lines, computerized graphics. To cap it all, in the last 8    

months, OSBC has been provided with 9 new vehicles including the four     

cars and one bus that will be commissioned today. 

 

All these serve to equip OSBC with the technical where-withal         

that makes it the voice of South West. In the last 2 months, neighbouring    

State Governments of Ogun, Kwara and Ondo States have used our radio 

services to effectively reach their citizens. 

 

With regard to programming, OSBC has put in-place audience- 

friendly programme. OSBC Board and Management have put in place new 

programming policies and philosophy. We have produced a code of conduct 

and practice. We have defined percentage of foreign versus local             

content of programmes; the percentage of each programming strand, the 

percentage of the news content in terms of geographical coverage, and           
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topic covered. All of these to ensure a balanced and rich client of programmes. 

To facilitate this, the Corporation was restructured from 2 independent       

radio and TV services – into one integrated radio/TV service.             

Experience has shown that, where radio and TV services are not co-sited         

as in BBC Radio, and BBC-TV; OGBC and OGTV, NTA and FRCN, it       

will be better to run each service under an independent management.       

Where, however, the radio and TV services are co-sited as in Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation, BCOS, defunct WNTV–WNBS, and OSBC, it        

is better to run both services under one management. Both services can       

share a common administration, finance, commercial pool of announcers      

and Newscasters; transport pool etc. 

This restructuring has assisted in laying the foundation for the future 

self-sustenance. To cap the reorganization, there was a new General      

Manager appointed. Without any interference from your Excellency or          

any political functionary, the position was advertised. There were two series   

of interviews. I can confirm that at each stage of interview the incumbent 

General Manager came distinctly first. And the viewers and listeners             

will confirm that the services have improved phenomenally since                    

he came on Board. My Board is particularly happy that the New GM will 

certainly make OSBC the voice of the South West. 

As to building a dependable, impartial and credible Radio-TV service, 

I believe OSBC has done that. The NLC, Police, Road Safety had           

recently commended the fairness and balance of our services. In the South 

West, it can be said that OSBC has been fairest to all political parties*1. In  
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*1 Apart from blocking the opposition’s voice on OSBC by PDP Government, paid advertisement 
by the opposition has been rejected since June 2003. 



doing that, OSBC has contributed immensely to the maintenance of peace     

and lowering of political temperature in Osun State. 

 

Your Excellency, I believe your dream for OSBC has been achieved. 

Today, OSBC, through its Radio channels and 2TV channels, has become      

the true voice of South-West. Today, OSBC is well equipped for its role in 

society. All these were possible because of your support, indeed your love     

for the growth of OSBC. It was possible because of the wonderful, over-

working selfless Board of Directors, the great management, and the resourceful 

staff of the Corporation. On behalf of all the stakeholders of                     

OSBC, I thank very warmly and salute your Excellency. 

 

And as I and other members of the Board depart we are happy         

that we have made a difference to OSBC. 

We are proud of these innumerable positive changes. 

 

Finally, let me remind your Excellency of Theodore White’s definition 

of leadership. White is the biographer of John. Kennedy and Lyndon     

Johnson. He says:  

“A leader is the man on top of the pinnacle because        

of his position, he sees what his followers can not           

see. He plans for and against what his followers can not 

imagine. He therefore does what baffles or pains             

his followers – all because they can not see the dangers   

or pleasures ahead which the man on the pinnacle sees.”  
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Time will tell.*1 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, permit me to invite His 

Excellency, Chief Bisi Akande, Governor of Osun State to commission the 

30KW UHF Harris Transmitters for Livingspring Television on channel 32, 

and the 2x30KW FM Harris Transmitter for Livingspring Radio on 104.5; and 

the new 4 cars and 1 staff bus. 

 

Yours Excellency 
Signed  
Yemi Farounbi 

 07 – 05 - 03 
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*1 At the election of April, 2003, well before this commissioning speech by Dr. Yemi Farounbi, 
Chief Bisi Akande had been rigged out of governorship 



 

 
 
 

TAKE A BOW 
EX-GOVERNOR AKANDE! 

 
 
 

NIGERIAN TRIBUNE 
Sunday, August 15, 2004 

      (Home Away Column by Wale Adebanwi) 
 
 

I am going to break some semi-confidentiality by relating this         

story. The story is not confidential in itself, it is just that the person            

telling it        would – not being a Nigerian and working for an international 

organization- expect that he would not be dragged into the dynamics                 

of local politics. I    would therefore “conceal” his identity. 

I attended a talk recently, here in the UK, given by a man who           

heads one of the international initiatives to help Nigeria out of its          

economic and   social crisis. As the moderator, I was not given the opportunity  
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to be too emotional about the encounter, because, indeed, one could              

have wept for Nigeria hearing the stories the man told the gathering,       

including the     significant anecdotes. But, I am compelled to relate the          

one concerning the former governor of Osun State, Chief Bisi Akande,         

who, interestingly, is currently embattled! 

The foreign organization, in conjunction with the federal government, 

choose six states from the six zones of the country and examined                   

their public finance management to see ways of helping them or       

encouraging them to improve their public finance management. The            

states were Abia, Cross Rivers, Gombe, Kebbi, Plateau and Osun. From         

one state to the next, the expatriates found that these states                              

had not shown transparency in public finance management; either that contracts 

did not go through the proper process of tender boards, or the process            

was not transparent, public money was not spent with the strongest              

sense of financial prudence, etc., etc. They were therefore saddled with       

telling these states what to do in the area of accountability and transparency     

so that they could support the states by providing financial assistance               

on specific projects. Then they got to Bisi Akande’s Osun State                      

and found that all that could be desired in optimum public finance management, 

accountability and transparency were there. They were more                          

than a little surprised given their experiences in all the other states and            

the image that they carried in their heads of public finance management            

in Nigeria. They did not hesitate to recommend Osun state for               

immediate financial assistance from their foreign body. Unfortunately, given  
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the state of affairs in the other states, Osun state could not get this          

assistance until Akande left power. 

One of the two governors in the other two southern states whose      

state was not recommended for assistance challenged the expatriates               

and asked why his state was not selected. He was told that it was only          

Osun State that fulfilled the criteria. The governor laughed and said,            

“That is why the man (Akande) lost election!” Interesting enough, I have           

it on good authority that President Obasanjo used to tell people close                 

to him that Akande was only one governor whose integrity he could           

vouch for. (Never mind that perhaps “new information” or expediency              

is making the president say a different thing in public now). It would be 

interesting to see the outcome of the accusation of corruption that             

Akande now faces, though I often suppress laughter to think that it is             

Col. Olagunsoye Oyinlola, the former military governor of Lagos State, and 

now PDP governor of Osun State, that is making the charges!                         

But, let us leave that for another day. 

 

For now, take a bow, Chief Bisi Akande, you have re-written the 

history of governance in Nigeria. 
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THE BISI AKANDE 
EXAMPLE 

 
 
 

NIGERIAN TRIBUNE EDITORIAL 
Wednesday July 9, 2003 

 
 
ACCORDING to the famous saying, “the evil that men do lives after          

them, but the good they do is often interned with their bones.” This         

irony of human existence has often served as a disincentive to good          

deeds. For what good does it bring to a person who makes sacrifice all       

his life for the sake of posterity, only for him and his sacrificial deeds to     

be forgotten shortly after his demise? As Apostle Paul of the Holy          

Bible noted of some hedonists, “let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we     

die”! And tomorrow, after death, offers only nothingness. 
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From left, Chief Bisi Akande, the former president of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 

Alhaji Shehu Shagari and Pa (Senator) Abraham Adesanya discussing after a session 
at the constitutional conference, 1977. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From right, Chief Bisi Akande, Alhaji Mohammed Goni, (former governor of old 
Borno State), Chief Falayi from Ado-Ekiti and another delegate, 1977. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Chief Jerome Udoji and ChiefBisi Akande, at the National 
Constitutional Conference 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chief Bisi Akande, and late J O J Okezie a prominent leader from the Eastern 

Nigeria at the 1977 National Constitutional Conference. 

    



 

 
 

Chief Bisi Akande with the deputy leader of Afenifere, Papa Ayo Fasanmi at a function. 
 

 
From left, Alhaji Lam Adesina, the late Chief Bola lge and Chief Bisi Akande at a 

political party meeting. 



 

 
 

As Oyo State Deputy Governor, presenting to the public the book "Governing and 
Politics in West Africa" at the Cultural Centre, Ibadan. 

 

 
The Deputy Governor of Oyo State, Chief Bisi Akande performing the official opening 

of a new project in Ibadan. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcoming Ch1ef Bisi  Akande to the reception organized by the Ila National Union,  
Lagos branch on his, swearing-in as  the Deputy Governor of Oyo State. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 Welcoming His Eminence, Bolaji Idowu as Deputy Governor of Oyo State. 
 



 

 
Chief Akande, in white, inspecting the guard of honour at the passing out para Lie of 

newly recruited firemen. 
 

 
Courtesy visit to the Deputy Governor by the British Deputy High Commissioner. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The late Chief Bola Ige, the Govemor, embraces ChiefBisi Akande on his being 

swom-in as Deputy Govemor of the old Oyo State. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Official commissioning of a project in old Oyo State by Chief Bisi Akande (right), 
as Deputy Govemor to Chief Bola Ige. 

 



 

 
 

The Deputy Governor of Oyo State welcoming students of the 
Institute of Policy and Strategic Studies, Kuru. 

 
 
 

 
 

In white Agbada, Launching of fund-raising ceremony of Ado-Ekiti Inland 
Club by the Deputy Governor of Oyo State, Chief Bisi Akande. 
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Laying of the foundation stone of the low-cost houses oppsite New Gbagi at Ibadan 
Local Council Areas by Chief Bisi Akande, Secretary to the Government. 

 

 
 

Chief Bisi Akande performing the official opening of the 
College of Education, Lanlate. 



 

 
 

Chief Bisi Akande's·official portrait as Dc.puty Governor of Oyo State. 



 

 
The Chief of Staff Nigerian Army, General Wusisi signs the visitors 

register after his courtesy visit to the Deputy Governor  Chief Bisi Akande 
 

 
Laying of the foundation stone of the staff quarters of the College of Education, Ila. 



 

 
Pa Abraham Adesanya, 4th from left, taking a walk on the Odi-Olowo/Olaiya/ 
Ita-Olokan Road with Chief Bisi Akande and others after the commissioning. 

 
 

 
 

Chief Akande addressing the NYSC at Ede in 2001. 



 

 
Chief Akande takes time to talk to journalists on one of the school farn1s. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ch ief Akande with red cap, inspecting one of the laboratories that was 

commissioned at LAUTECH Teaching Hospital, Osogbo. 



 

 
Chief Akande with Alhaji Raimi Alagbada after a Jumat Service on Alagbada's 

retum from Holy Pilgrimage to Mecca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chief Bisi Akande unveiling a plaque at the official commissioning of the Pathology 
Depanment  of LAUTECH Teaching Hospital, Osogbo. Watching closely behind him 

is Alhaji I.am Adesina the Governor of Oyo State. 

 



 

 
Chief Bisi Akande (arrowed) sitting amidst pupils during one of his visits to                           

inspect the school agric project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        Commissioning of the State Secretariat, Osogbo. 



 

 
Chief Akande on an inspection tour of the state secretariat while under construction. 

With him are the SSG, Engr. Sola Akinwumi (left) and the Head of Service, 
Mr Tunji Adesipe while fielding questions from newsmen. 

 
 
 

 
Aerial photograph of the state secretariat comprising the eleven 

ministries built by the Bisi Akande administration. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chief Bisi Akande, as the Asiwaju of lla Orangun joined the Orangun of lla at a 

theater to celebrate Egungun festival in 1983 



 
 

 
Chief Bisi Akande and the Late Chief Bola lge acknowledge 

cheers from the crowd after the conferment of 
Asiwaju of lla on Chief Bisi Akande 



BUT this view of life – the disposition towards the “here and now” – even 

though approximates the secular reality, should not necessarily be so. A 

society that would make progress, morally and materially, should make 

efforts to codify in its memory the good deeds of its heroes, just as it is 

natural to remember the evil deeds of its villains. 

   

IT is for this reason that we feel obliged to put on record the exemplary        

deeds of the outgone governor of Osun State, Chief Bisi Akande. While 

being conscious of the possibility that some people within and outside       

of Osun State may hold this exemplary leader as a villain, we feel this 

should not be enough reason to stop society from acknowledging the 

virtues of leadership exhibited by Chief Akande in his four years 

governance of Osun State. 

 

CHIEF Akande mounted the saddle of governorship of Osun State a            

little over four years ago to meet a state that was virtually economically 

bankrupt. 

 

WITH a combination of factors as poor internally generated revenue, low 

revenue receipt from the Federation Account (34th position among the       

36 states), and the rapacious attitude to governance of his military 

predecessors, Chief Akande met a state with frighteningly huge debt 

obligations to workers, local contractors and foreign creditors. So hopeless 

was the situation that no credible observer gave the state beyond               

six months to file for bankruptcy. 
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BY a counter combination of prudent and innovative management of         

sorely scarce resources, determined and sustained fight against corruption, 

and an exemplary ascetic lifestyle, Akande was able to turn around           

the fortunes of the state to one of viability and even potential vibrancy. 

How did he do it? First, he reasoned, quite correctly, that a major source    

of drain on public fund was excessive cost of governance. On the basis      

of this realisation, he moved swiftly to block this drain by setting up            

a Central Economic Planning Office (CEPO) which had the responsibility 

of establishing, periodically, the market prices of the equipment,     

stationery and other items required from time to time by the government. 

The confirmed prices (in both wholesale and retail) served as                    

the benchmark above which no item could be purchased. This yielded         

a result that went beyond the imagination of all. From this practice,      

about five billion naira was saved in four years that went into paying 

inherited salary arrears and development projects. 

 

SECOND, Akande, through very shrewd negotiations, got deals from major 

contractors to the government far better than what other governments         

in the federation were getting from, often times, the same contractors.       

As example, where many state governments found it difficult to build       

15 prototype classrooms with a certain amount given equally to them      

from the nationwide UBE Primary School Project, Akande used the       

same amount to build 30 classrooms whose quality strictly adhered to 

stipulation. Again, for a road project which the Federal Government       

paid N80m per kilometer, Akande got a deal for a better quality road      

from the same federal government contractor for N20m per kilometer.  
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Altogether, the Osun government under Akande constructed about             

1,000 kilometers of good roads in four years. 

 

THIRD, to build the State Secretariat Complex which he did not even    

promise to build in his electioneering campaign of 1999, he employed      

the method of Direct Labour which ensured continuous employment         

for about 5000 artisans and unskilled labourers in Osun State. It is only 

economists who can adequately articulate the multiplier effects of this       

on the individual and corporate economy of Osun State, hitherto regarded 

as dry and poor. For his effort, Osun State now has a Secretariat      

Complex that seems like a miracle and which is an object of envy to       

very many other states in the federation. 

 

AS it is in the nature of things, every great achievement has its cost and      

every hero has, somewhere, a clay foot. Good and great as these achieve-

ments are, it is unfortunate that Akande could not carry along all the 

strategic segments, particularly the workers, of the Osun State social 

formation. And this failure may well account for why he could not get      

re-elected for a second term as governor, in spite of those unique, 

imaginative and laudable achievements. Re-elected or not, Akande has     

left a legacy which should serve as a foundation on which the present 

administration of Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola must build upon. It is         

our view, that this country should still find use, at whatever level, for     

such a man of achievement as Bisi Akande. By doing this, it is Akande 

who would be doing this country a favour, not the other way round. 
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