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FOREWORD 

Before the inception of the present administration in Osun State on May 29, 1999, many 

concerned Nigerians, and in particular Osun sons and daughters, had started to wonder, 

asking in despair, why the growth of a state born in August 1991 had become stunted. Indeed 

when Governor Bisi Akande took over the reigns of government on May 29, 1999, the ship 

of the State had become a half-submerged wreck. Osun State was like a child pinning away 

on its death-bed.  Whoever  must steer the ship of the State had a daunting task of embarking 

on an emergency rescue operation that would save the STATE, which was in the state of 

comatose, from an imminent catastrophe. 

 
I have known Chief Bisi Akande for many years as a man who likes challenges. It is no 

exaggeration, therefore to say that Chief Bisi Akande's emergence on 29th May, 1999 as the 

Governor of Osun State was a God-ordained mission and an act of Providence. For those 

who know him very intimately, Bisi is a man of iron resolve, a man of inflexible will, and a man 

of indomitable courage. He is a leader of very sharp intellect and a man who has an acute and 

exceptional sense of history. Events of the past two years have shown very vividly that 

"Tough times do not last but tough people do". 

 
·The book "Moving Osun State to Prosperity"is a compilation of some of the 

speeches,, twenty-nine in all, delivered by His Excellency on different topics and at different 

fora both in and outside Osun State. It is very significant that the first address in the book 

"Moving Osun State to Prosperity" relates to the speech made by His Excellency, Governor 

Bisi Akande, on the occasion of the installation of Honourable Lai Oyeduntan who was then the 

Commissioner for Water Resources and Rural Development, as the 12th President of Rotary 

Club of Gbagada, Lagos. The Governor is so much fascinated with the motto of Rotary Club, 

which symbolizes the basic principle of his public life. It is a self-evident truth that what Osun 

State has witnessed for over the. past two years is the leadership of a man who in his 

determined  effort to move Osun State to prosperity  behaves like a ROTARIAN, guided 

by the principles of service 

above self in the honest belief that "HE PROFITS MOST WHO SERVES 

BEST'. 

 
Some of us have long identified corruption as a bane of our society. Indeed, corruption and 

other allied vices have grown to such a monstrous dimension, which like a cankerworm has 

destroyed the entire fabric of our society. Governor Bisi Akande, in his administration, is a 

' well-known exponent  and an ally in the crusade against corruption as well as the cants and 

bigotries which render many administrations inept and ineffective. It is therefore no surprise 

to find a formidable opposition of a cabal which thrives on corruption and ill-gotten wealth. 

He should continue to stand firm like an anvil under the str.oke. In the end, the forces of 

transparency, accountability, honesty and dedication are bound to triumph over the forces of 

evil, corruption, injustice and bigotries. 
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Osun State within the past two years has taken some giant strides in many fields of human 

endeavours i.e. social, economic and political. The four cardinal programmes of Alliance for 

Democracy (AD) have become an article of faith, many social and economic infrastructure 

have been put in place. The administration of Chief Bisi Akande has never left anyone in 

doubt since assumption of office of its determination to make Ostin State better than it was 

met 
 

I wish to acknowledge the role played by other members of Governor Akande's team 

particularly his Commissioners and his Special Advisers. I also wish to express my appreciation 

for the support given by members of the House of Assembly under the able and indefatigable 

leadership of the Honourable Speaker, Dr. Mojeed Alabi. 

 
Chief Bisi Akande is one Governor who respects and upholds the supremacy of the party. 

Here in Osun State, the Alliance for Democracy (AD) is blessed with a party which is led by 

some of the most knowledgeable and dedicated leaders, whose advice has helped in moving 

the State to prosperity. 

We must keep marching on from strength to strength and from prosperity to prosperity. 

Let me end this foreword with the following words of exhortation 

"Courage brother, do not stumble, 

though thy path be dark as night" 

There is a star that guides the humble; 

Trust in God and do the right". 

 
Finally; may I recommend this book for every member of Alliance for Democracy (AD)-not 

only in this State but throughout the country. May I also recommend this book to all Nigerians, no 

matter their party affiliations; who believe in the principle of transparency, accountability 

and honesty as a way of life and as an instrument of governance. 

 
Thanks and God bless. 

 
 
 

 
Senator Ayo Fasanmi, 
National Vice Chairman, 

Alliance for Democracy. 

20th December 2001. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

MOVING OSUN STATE TO PROSPERITY 
 

  FOCUS AND TARGETS OF DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

Administrative Structure 

 
The state is subdivided into 30 Local government areas of varying land sizes, 

populations, natural endowments, and at different levels of socio-economic develop 

ment. Each local government has an administrative headquarters. 

 
II. Primary and Secondary Education 

 

 

The state has and it wholly finances 305 secondary grammar schools spread according to 

the populations and human settlement patterns all over the 30 local government 

areas. 

 
In addition to the active promotion of the teaching of science subjects in all the 305 

secondary grammar schools, the state government established 24 schools of science in 

Year 2000, located across the state and specially dedicated to the teaching of 

science and technology at the secondary school level. 

 
The 305 secondary grammar schools attract pupils from 1,217 public primacy schools in 

the-state, which primary schools are themselves supposed to be jointly financed by the 

Federal Government (7%), State Government (10%) and Local government (83%). No 

school fee whatsoever is charged in all the primary, secondary grammar, and 

secondary science schools in the state. 

 
III. Tertiary Education and Training for Gainful Self Employment 

 
In addition to two trade centers (one at Osogbo and another at Ile-Ife) sixteen (16) 

new technical school are being established spread evenly among the Federal 

constituencies in the state. They are expected to serve as satellites for the two state 

owned polytechnics for the production of self-employable skilled artisans and craftsmen 

and women. This is in furtherance of the Administration's encouragement of  job 

creation through self-employment by promoting trades and crafts among the citizenry. 

 
IV. Communications 

 

 

The state government is constructing roads to link the 30 local government headquarters to 

Osogbo, the state capital. In addition, the state government is linking with good roads 

each of the 305 secondary grammar schools to the various local government 
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headquarters throughout the state. The local government councils are being encouraged 

by the state government to construct roads to link all primary schools to the nearest 

secondary grammar school(s), thereby facilitating more convenient transition of pupils 

from primary schools to their neighborhood secondary grammar schools. 

 
The state government mobilizes those interested among the local parents into 

cooperative societies for the purpose of engaging in transportation business, and it 

assists them to obtain vehicles on soft loans to provide 'mass transit' transportation 

facilities for commuters from and to the villages. 

 
V. Health 

 
Health facilities are sited as close as possible to each of the 305 secondary grammar 

schools in order to provide medical services to the teachers, pupils and local 

communities there. Similarly, potable water is being provided for all the 305 secondary 

schools so as to reduce incidence of water-borne diseases among the rural dwellers. 

 
No fee of whatever description is charged for registration, consultation, tests, 

medication, and minor operations in all the health and medical institutions owned and 

financed by the state. 

 
VI. Rural Housing 

 

Decent housing units, together with potable water, electricity and health facilities, are 
being built by the state government for its workers posted to the villages which host 

any of the 50 rural secondary grammar schools. This is to serve as an incentive for 

government workers (especially teachers and health workers) posted to the rural 

areas to willingly go and stay there and serve with diligence. It is also to encourage 

local communities to learn and practise modem hygiene by copying the type of decent 

houses which government builds among them for its workers. 

 
VII. Agriculture 

 
Each of the 305...secondary schools in the state, where there is no constraint of land, 

is encouraged to have a farm for cultivating foods and raw materials for industrial 

processing. Where land is a constraint, the schools keep small ruminants, poultry, 
rabbits, etc. That way, the pupils are being introduced to agriculture early; they are 

also being taught dignity of labour and, at the same time, are being developed to be of 

productive influence to members of their community in agricultural development. 

 
Adults in the rural areas (i.e. parents of the pupils in the various secondary grammar 

schools) are themselves encouraged: 
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(i)        to farm as settlers on government-owned farm settlements and fish-farm estates 

where plots of land are allocated to those interested in farming (including 

fisheries, livestock, etc); or 

(n) to associate with others into fanners' cooperative unions which government 

assists to practise modernized agriculture, and to add value to their primary 

farp1produce by processing them into semi-finished industrial raw-materials 

or even packaged foods like fruit juices). 
 

Government plans to help such school farms and farmers' union around them to 

acquire small-scale (simple-to-maintain) processing machines/hand tools to facilitate 

simple farm gate industrialization 

 
VII. Industrialisation 

 
Osun State is an agricultural state. Therefore, its industrialization can be best jump 

started through private enterprise- promoted agro-allied/agro-based businesses. This 

is what the state government is pursuing by encouraging the residents in the state to 

invest in the exploitation of its abundant natural resources. 
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IX. Integrated Rural Development 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Co-operative Organisations for mobilisation of Agriculture and Macro Economic Activities 
 

1. Rural Integrated Committees in  the  State, in  every LG  arid   in  every Ward 
2.  Women  Empowerment  Committee  in the State, in every LG and . in every Ward 
3. Youth Empowerment  Committee  in  the State, in  every LG and in  every Ward 
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As can be seen from the above descriptions, each secondary grammar school is 

regarded by the present Administration in Osun State as the headquarters of a rural 

optimum community ("OPTICOM'), while the adjoining settlements (with or without 

primary schools) from where pupils attend the secondary schools constitute the 

'OPTI.COM'.  Government's developmental efforts are based on the OPTICOMs 

and, therefore, put "MAN" as the target of such efforts. And because every man in 

the state belongs to one OPTICOM or another, everybody benefits from government's 

developmental activities in education. health, communications, industrialization based 

on gainful self-employment, decent housing and environmental sanitation. Besides, 

development is evenly and equitably promoted throughout the length and breadth of 

the state. 

 
X  Implementation Strategy 

 

 

Government has set up (at state, local government, and ward levels) Integrated 

Rural Development Committees, Women Empowerment Committees, and Youth 

Empowerment Committees to mobilize the entire citizenry towards active participation 

in all government's developmental activities which are targeted at poverty eradication. 
 

 
 

XI.  Political Will and Good Governance 
 

 

Although the finances of the state are rather poor, this Administration's policy of 

good governance by practising probity, accountability and transparency stands the 

government in a good stead to alleviate poverty among the population through its 

Free Education, Free Health and medical services at all levels, and Integrated Rural 

Development, as enumerated above. For instance, while the Year 2001 budget of 

Osun State was deficit to the tune of about N4billion, the state government ensured 

that, at the end of the year, there was a surplus of about N1billion set aside as committed 

fund for its priority projects. 

 
Proofs of this Administration's political will, strong commitment to good governance 

and poverty eradication in Osun State can be deduced from the Budgets (and progress 

reports on their implementation) for Years 2000 and 2001 as well as from the 

Governor's budget speech to the State House of Assembly for Year 2002. 
 

 
 

Chief Bisi Akande 

Governor,  Osun  State. 

4th December,  2001. 
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A CALL FOR THE RESTRUCTURING OF THE NATION'S ECONOMY 

 
An Address On The Occasion Of The Installation Of Honourable Lai Oyeduntan, 

Osun State Commissioner For Water Resources And Rural Development, As The 
12th President Of Rotary Club Of Gbagada, On Sunday 12th September 1999. 

 
 
 

 
Let me congratulate the Rotary Club world wide for choosing a motto that I have found 

to be fascinating and dear to my heart in terms of its meaning and the ability of the 

motto to urge selfless service-" Service above self; He profits most who serves best". 

 
I have been in contact with many Rotarians over the years, however it is the installation of 

Rotarian Lai Oyeduntan, my commissioner for Water Resources and Rural Development 

that has afforded me the opportunity to take a closer look at Rotary ideals. 

 
Nothing is more apt to send as a word of admonition to all at the helm of affairs in the 

new civilian dispensation which started on 29th May, 1999 in this our great country, the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria. It is indeed desirable that all the elected persons and 

political appointees of Government should endeavour to put service before self. It is 

only when we are conscious of the message of this motto that we  can best serve our 

family, town, local government, state, race and country. 

 

It is appropriate that, at a gathering such as we have today, of ladies and gentlemen who 

appreciate the Rotary motto, we should seize the opportunity to examine a subject that 

is of paramount importance to the structure of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. The 

issue of Revenue Allocation has always been contentious in Nigeria. Different 

formulae had been plied in the past without universal acceptance among the peoples 

of this country. 

 
With the Rotary motto in mind, we can approach this issue with a high sense of patriotism 

and for the growth of true Federalism which will provide a lasting base for this country, 

Nigeria. It is imperative that our view should transcend tribal, religious or party lines, 

in order to avoid the pitfall of building the country on a weak and unjust structure, 

which cannot endure. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 



Bisi Akande Moving Osun State to Prosperity  
 

At present, the Vertical Revenue Allocation Formula for Statutory Allocation among the three 

levels of Government in Nigeria is: 

 
       Percentage % 

 
i) 

ii) 

iii) 

The Federal Government 

All the 36 State Governments 

All the Local Governments 

48.50 

24. 00 

20.00  92.50 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Special Fund:  % 

 

a) Federal Capital Territory 100  

b) Mineral producing areas 100 

c) Ecology Fund 2. 00 

d) Oil prodt1cing areas managed 

byOMPADEC 

 
3. 00 

 (e)  Stabilization Fund 0. 50 7.50 

   100.00 

 

 
I am aware that the allocation to oil-producing areas has been constitutionally increased 

to 13% which may be justified in order to take care of the geese that lay the golden eggs 

which over the years have suffered neglect and deprivation. Thus, the amount that will 

be  available for  allocation to  other levels   of  Government will  automatically 

diminish.  Nonetheless,  the following  suggestions,  based  on the  identified  anomalies 

are being proffered: 

 
(a)   All the Revenue  of the Federal  Government must  be brought into the 

distributable  pools Account.  An institution  like the Petroleum  Trust Fund 

(PTF) is an aberration to democracy. The PTF is a wasteful duplication of 

the constitutional  roles of relevant agencies  of Government in the Educa 

tion, Health,  Transportation, Agriculture, Works and Information  sectors 

of the  economy. The  argument that  the  relevant Ministries are  not 

performing well is not enough for the retention of PTF,  rather such Ministries 

should be strengthened and perceived obstacles. including bad eggs removed; 

 
(b)  There  should be more openness  and transparency in the management  of 

the Federation Account. The State Governments should be involved in 
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(c) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(d) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(e) 

authenticating the accuracy of the collected revenue. An Inter-Government 

Committee like FAAC should be allowed this constitutional role; 

By any standard, the allocation to the 36 States Governments should not be 

less than 36 %, which will give not less than 1% to each State as a putative 

average.  At least, no State is a single City-State like the Federal Capital 

Territory. Abuja which already has 1% allocation in addition to Federal 

presence. The States and Local Governments are closer to the people than 

the Federal government. They are expected to provide the social infra 

structure-Education, Health etc- with a view to improving the standard of 

living of our people. They should not be financially handicapped. 

 
The national priority projects as presently conceived have become a way of 

drawing attention to projects of sectoral interests. No separate allocation 

should therefore go to the National priority projects which basically are the 

Capital Projects of the Federal Government; 

 
Deliberate efforts should be made to diversify the components of the economy 

and remove it from a monolithic culture to a multi-centric one by taking the 

following steps: 

 
(i)        Immediate removal of the exploration of Solid Mineral Resources 

from the Exclusive Legislative list to a concurrent Legislative list 

such that States can tap the resources at their localities while the 

principle of derivation should be applied to engender favourable 

competition among the States in developing our dear country; and 

 
(ii)        Immediate resuscitation of the old Commodity Boards such that 

the non-oil  commodities of the good  old days-such  as cocoa, 

coffee, groundnut, rubber, palm etc can be brought to life to, improve 

foreign exchange earnings. Of course, the principle of derivation should 

also apply. 

 
(f)      There should be no deficit in NNPC Account any longer. A situation where 

a sum ofN28.20 Billion was spent to generate N27. 75 Billion is not accept 

able, neither is it defensible. More importantly, the outcome of the recent 

experiment marketers and a recall of the arrangements that were in place 

before NNPC  came into being dictate  the need for re-examining  the role 

of the NNPC. Maybe the activities of the NNPC can be limited to the 

monitoring  of Oil Producers and marketers.  The Companies can hire and 

handle the NNPC facilities for exploration, transportation and storage; 
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(g)  The exchange rate policy should be geared towards making the Naira as 

strong as it was prior to the period before the introduction of the structural 

Adjustment Programme; and 

 
(h)        The special privileged position of the Federal Government to use both 

fiscal and monetary policies to influence its fortune and that of the country 

as a whole must also be recognized in arriving at an equitable revenue 

allocation formula. 

 

Regarding the horizontal Revenue formula among the States and Local Governments, the 

current ratio is as follow: 

 
 

 

(i) Equality of States or Local Governments 

(ii) Population 

(iii) Land Mass and Terrain  

   (iv) Social Development factor 

(Positive and Inverse) 

(v) Internal Revenue efforts 

Total 

Percentage % 

40.00 

30.00 

10.00 
 

 
10.00 

10.00 

100.00 

 
The criteria for the Intra-Government fiscal relation as adumbrated needs to be looked into 

again with a national patriotic view. Man is the center of development. Socio- eco 

nomic infrastructures  should therefore be provided around man. Thus, the so-called 

"advantaged  or disadvantaged" areas of our Federation  should be adequately provided 

for, based on 

 

(a)  the doctrine of financial responsibility and need; 

(b)  the maximization of the welfare of the citizenry; 
\ 

(c)  the promotion of fairness, equity and efficiency; 

(d) the encouragement of positive competition among the  States and 

Local  Governments, all to the betterment of the standards of living of the 

citizenry and for the overall development of our Country 

 
In the light of the foregoing, it is being suggested that the Intra-State revenue allocation 

formula should be as follows: 

 

Percentage % 

 
(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Equality of States 

Population 

Derivation 

4 

30.00 

30.00 

15.00 
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(d) 

(e) 

 
(f) 

Landmass/Terrain 

Social Development factor 

(Direct Relationship) 

Internal Revenue efforts 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Total 

05.00 
 

 

15.00 

05.00 

100.00 
 

 
Regarding the Value Added Tax, the current formula is as follows: 

Percentage % 

 

(a) Federal Government  35.00 

(b) All State Governments  40.00 

(c) All Local Governments  25.00 

 Total 100.00 

 

It will be recalled that VAT replaced the Sales and Entertainment Tax which hitherto 

was the responsibility of States. Consequently, while the administrative assistance of 

the Federal Government is appreciated in the collection of VAT, it is my contention that 

it should not earn  more than 20% for such administrative assistance. It will be 

recalled that the Federal Government has it-s- own independent Revenue that is never 

brought into the Federation Account. Thus it is being suggested that the Vertical 

formula for VAT allocation be adjusted as follows: 
 
 

 

(a) Federal Government (b) 

All State Governments (c) 

All Local Governments 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Total 

Percentage % 

.  20.00 

50.00 

30.00 

100.00 

 
The horizontal formula also recommended is as earlier indicated above. 

 
The above recommendations regarding the Statutory Allocation and Value-Added Tax 

{VAT) ate being patriotically advocated to ensure, inter-alia; 
 

(i)     that each tier of Government is entrusted with necessary fiscal powers 

to enable it discharge its duties as enshrined in the Constitution; 
 

(ii)    that resources available to each tier of Government are adequate to 

meet the needs as defined within the Constitutional responsibilities of 

the· specific tier of Government; 
 

(iii)   that such resources as are available to each tier of Government must 

be elastic in response to the dynamic need of the Society; 

(iv) that resources available to any  tier of Government insuch a manner 
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will not encourage an unhealthy struggle for power at such a tier, 

thereby making the quest a matter of life and death. 
 

(v)    recognition and guaranteeing of developmental opportunities and 

national minimum standards, particularly with regard to basic issues 

like education, health, food, water supply, housing etc i.e. the 

revenue allocation should take into consideration the developmental 

aspirations of the people: 
 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

In concluding this paper, I intend to proffer the immediate, medium  and long-term 

solutions  to the problems  posed by the imposed  minimum  wage and the lopsided 

formulae for the allocation of the Statutory Allocation and VAT 

 
The immediate solutions being suggested are as follows: 

 

 

(a)   the immediate release of the amount standing to the  credit of each State in 

the Stabilization Account. 

 
(b)  the Primary School  Teachers Wage Bill nationwide should  take first 

chare in the revenue in the Federation Account; 

 
(c)   immediate dissolution of the PTF and consequent allocation of its resources 

to the three tiers of Government in accordance with the sharing formula. 

 
In the same vein, the medium and long-term solutions being preferred are as follows: 

 

 

(a)   Giving positive considerations to the recommendations already made in 

the preceeding paragraph, 
 

(b)  Improved Internally Generated Revenue (IGR) 

All tiers of Government should diversify their economic bases and improve 

their IGR. The current reality is that no level of Government including the 

Federal Government can survive without the Oil money, which accounts 

for about 75% of our revenue. Of course the ability of the State and Local, 

Governments to improve· on their IGR is constrained by Decree  21 of 

1998, which gave all lucrative tax sources to the Federal  Government. 

While I am advocating the urgent  review of the Decree, it is also  my 

contention that each tier of Government  should improve  on its IGR and 

diversify its revenue base; 
 

(c)  Prudent management of the available revenue must be accorded top priority. 

Corruption should be discouraged by all tiers of Government; 
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(d)        The pensions policy should be reviewed such that the. Federal Government 

should take-over the payment of Pensions and gratuity of retired officers of 

all the States of the Federation, up to the eve of the creation of such States. 

While the States created  in 1976 enjoyed  this privilege, those created  in 

subsequent years, particularly, 1991 have not. 

 
(e)     Education should be made free at all levels. (primary, secondary and 

tertiary). Nigeria can fund free education at all levels with prudent  manage 

ment of resources; 

 
(f)     Efforts should be made  to  ensure that  our  Education policy is geared 

towards self dependence and self-reliance by making  deliberate efforts  to 

train our  people in the Science,  Technology  a:nd Vocational  areas; 

 
(g)     The National  Assembly  should  be encouraged to forge  ahead  to urgently 

take  steps  to amend  the relevant  aspects of the decree by which the 1999 

Constitution was  promulgated through appropriate legislations in ·order 

to give  effect  to  the listed  suggestions;  and 

 
(h)  All efforts must  be geared  towards strengthening of the  Naira  back  to 

the status-quo-ante. 

 
We must  be conscious of the fact  that  all Nigerians,  particularly  those  at the helm of 

affairs  at  the  three  tiers  of Government  need  to  brace  up  and  defend  our  hard-won 

democracy.  Both the Federal  Government and the other  two  tiers of the Government 

have a stake  in ensuring  that the Military is not given any excuse  to stage a come-back. 

We need to ensure  that we evolve a true-Federal Structure which will be to the benefit 

of all and sundry  in this great  Country.  We also need to unleash  our  energies  towards 

ensuring  that our  potentials  are fully tapped  to enable us take our  pride of place as the 

giant of Africa. Let us keep in mind the motto Service above self He profits most who 

serves best·. 

 

Let us strive  to be good  servants  of our  people w ho ha ve entrusted  the development of 

this great nation into our care. May God  give all of us the energy, courage and sense of 
.. '  - . ..... ._ 

high-le v el patriotism  to perform  the leadership  functions  thrusted  on us by providence. 

Thank you and God bless. 
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THE BUCK STOPS ON THE GOVERNOR'S DESK 
 

An Address Delivered at the Swearing-in ceremony of Special Advisers Held at the 

Governor Office, Osogbo on Monday, 3rd January, Year 2000 
 

I am very pleased to be here this rooming for the purpose of swearing-in my Special Advisers. 

The importance of Special Advisers in a democratic dispensation cannot be over-stressed. 

For example, in a normal society, a Governor is expected to make decisions every fifteen 

minutes throughout each day on the average.  And there are at least two sides to every 

question put to him. First is the political consideration, while the other side may pose economic, 

social or welfare considerations f0r the generality of the people.  For reasons of cheap 

popularity, the political considerations always make themselves more attractive while other 

considerations cause much anguish in the decision making processes. 

 
Unlike the legislative and  judicial  branches  where  decisions can  be deferred, a 

Governor must make decisions as and when the matter falls due-in other words, at an' 

average of one per fifteen minutes every day.  If any Governor allows de9isions to 

backlog, they constitute a MILLSTONE around the neck of the Governor; which can 

easily pull him down. 

 
Some decisions are much  tougher  than others,  and such  tough  decisions call  for 

constant, critical consultations, considerations, soul-searching and courage.  No matter 

how much consultations  you make, since the buck stops on the Governor's desk, each 

decision he makes would probably alienate some people.  My attitude is that after e ch 

decision, I have to close my mind to that and move on to the next one. That is what I am 

elected for. It is however my hope that at the end of my tenure, most of my decisions 

would receive wide acceptability and the approval of majority of the people. 
 

Can we call Osun State which r inherited a normal society?  Whatever  be the case, to 

facilitate easy consultations, the concept of Special Advisers in government has been in 

practice by the Western Democracies of the United States of America and Britain.  In 

these countries, certain functions have been defined as the special fields of operation 

for Special Advisers in government. Such special fields of operation are: 

 
(i)  To function as a THINKER on medium and long-term planning; 

(ii)  To function as a POLICY CONTRIBUTOR to various  departmental 

policy programmes This he can best do because he is free from routine 

departmental  commitments and he cannot be sucked into it. 

(iii)   To function as a sieve - i.e. examining papers and proposals coming from 

various departments in order to detect politica1ly-sensitive problems or 

other important problems; 

(iv)    To function as a DELIVERER - i.e. chasing the various Departments to 
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ensure that the Governor's directives and wishes are promptly carried out; 

(v) To function as a SPEECH WRITER- In making public speeches, the 

governor often needs to put in a distinct political slant in order to emphasize 

or articulate party ideology or programmes. This political input is 

outside the scope of civil servants. It is the role of the Special Advisers to 

supply this important input into the governor's speeches. 

(vi)  To function as a DEPARTMENTAL CONTINUITY- For reasons of 

State, Commissioners are sometimes moved round from one department 

to another. Similarly, top civil servants and administrators at policy-making 

level are also moved round for reasons of promotion or other service 

exigencies. The effects of these changes and movements are sometimes 

not conducive to effective policy-making, as they lead to a break in 

continuity and also create learning or running-in periods when the new 

Commissioner or the new Permanent Secretary is familiarizing himself 

with the work of the new department. This is where the Special Adviser 

plays a useful role as a stabilizer, providing continuity by guiding functionaries 

in new departments as to the direction and aim of policy. 

 
Special Advisers have constant relationships with the State Commissioners.  While 

State Commissioners ate the Principal Policy Advisers to the governor in respect of the 

departments or Ministry which the -government assigns to them for the overall 

good administration of this State, the Special Advisers are entitled to consult and confer 

with the appropriate Commissioners before tendering advice to the Governor on 

such specific matters as may be required of them. You shall have access to the 

Permanent Secretary of any particular Ministry for  consultation in the  absence  

of the Commissioner concerned. 

 
My reasons for appointing you are, therefore to facilitate/accelerate decision-making in 

the governance of the people of Osun State. May God bless the people of Osun State. 

 
Thank you and God bless. 
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WE ARE COMMITI'ED TO PROBITY AND FAIRNESS 
 

An Address Delivered On the Occasion of the Inauguration of the Contract/Debt 

Review Committee, on Monday, 3rd January, 2000. 
 

When this Administration came on board on the 29th May, 1999, I made it clear that this 

Government inherited a debt of about N2.2Billion.  Out of this amount, the contractual 

indebtedness was put atN1.24Billion. We have since discovered, however, that the information 

was not comprehensive. In the first place, foreign debts which nm into hundreds of millions 

of · dollars, have not been totally and accurately computed. While the issue of foreign debts 

is being ironed out with the relevant external bodies, that of the local debts bas to be properly 

computed, authenticated and appropriate payment policies evolved in accordance with the 

revenue available to Government, having regard to equity and fairness to all concerned. 
 

Since our' assumption of office, we have been overwhelmed with an avalanche of re 

quests from various creditors wanting to be paid.  We do not want to adopt a system 

where only contractors  close to those in Government  are paid.   We consider 

such approach as inequitable and unfair.  We are equally mindful of the existence of 

some corrupt  public  servants . who  may use the present  situation  to extort  money 

from desperate creditors. Also, there is the need for distinguish between genuine claims 

from: frivolous ones.  Hence, the need for the setting up of this Committee. 

 
I was made to understand. that a Contract--Review Committee was once set-up in the 

State on the Local indebtedness inherited between August 1991 and December 1994. 

The document prepared by that Committee needs to be updated and authenti 

cated by your Committee.  The present Committee, therefore, is expected to compile, 

and authenticate the indebtedness of Government between August 1991 and May 29, 

1999.  Your activities will, therefore, cover the following areas:- 
 

 

(a)  Updating the report of the previous Contract Review Committee; 

(b)  Compiling and authenticating the indebtedness of all agencies of Government 

from January 1995 to 29th May, 1999; 

(c)   Compiling and authenticating the indebtedness regarding the first and second 

phases of the Presidential Projects; 

(d)  Compiling and authenticating the indebtedness regarding the first and second 

phases of the Ecology Projects; 

(e) Setting out the list of our creditors by dates, status, project-by-project since the 

creation of this State; and 

(f) Submitting a Report to Government on your findings. 

 
It is to be indicated that this Government is aware of a number of genuine creditors 

who are suffering in silence.  I want to assure such contractors that payments would be 
 

 

10 



 

Bisi  Akande                                                                                                                Moving Osun State to Prosperity 

 

made to them after receiving the Report of the Committee but subject to availability of funds. 

There is however, the need to avoid "debt-patching" by the various agencies of Government, 

as this will not be tolerated. 

 
I have to assure the people of Osun State that, since May 29, 1999, my government has 

not bought anything on credit and has not awarded any contract without setting the money 

aside. We are most sincerely sympathetic with all creditors whose business lives have 

been  damaged through contract by credit by the  previous administrations. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, with the calibre of people in this Committee, I have no doubt in 

my mind that it will do a thorough and patriotic job that will stand the test of time. It is 

with this in view that I hereby inaugurate the Osun State Contract/Debt Review 

Committee to the glory of God and the Service of Osun State. I wish you success in this 

onerous assignment. 
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A BEFIITING GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT PROMOTES EFFECTIVE 

COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES 
 

An Address Delivered During the Turning-of-the-Sod of the Osun State Secretariat 

Complex  by His Excellency, Chief  Olusegun  Obasanjo, President, Commander 

in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on Thursday, 24
th

  

March, 2000 
 

 

It is indeed my pleasure  to have His Excellency, Chief Olusegun  Obasanjo,  the 

President of the Federal Republic, in our midst today to perform the Turning- of-the 

Sod of our Secretariat Complex.  I heartily welcome Your Excellency to this ground 

where the turning-of-the-sod is taking place. 
 

On my assumption of office as the Executive Governor of Osun State, I observed that 

all the agencies of government were scattered all over the State Capital.  Many of the 

agencies operate from rented apartments while most of them are squeezed together at 

"Maroko".  "Maroko" is the nickname for the Osogbo Local Government's lock-up 

stores and motor parks taken over by the pioneer Government and converted into 

Government offices.   For a poor State, the situation has been too costly and it 

encourages staff loafing around, laziness and ghost workers. The situation 

undoubtedly inhibits effective administration and does not make for proper 

coordination of activities of Government. 
 

To facilitate smooth administration and proper coordination of governmental activities, it 

is, therefore, the determination of this Administration to have in place a befitting 

Secretariat Complex, for future Administrations in the State. I wish to reiterate that the 

construction of the new Secretariat Complex, the foundation of which is now being 

performed by Mr. President, is one of the priorities of my Administration in this fiscal 

year. 

 
I, therefore, sincerely and warmly thank Your Excellency for accepting to perform 

the Turning-of-the-Sod of the Secretariat Complex, and we pledge to have the complex 

in place within the shortest possible time - hopefully before the end of this year. It is 

then we shall come to beg Mr President to donate to us a befitting Governor's Office. 

 
Mr President, please, come now to perform the official Turning-of-the-sod. 

May God bless all your works. 
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DOES OSUN HAVE TO REMAIN A STATE OF VANISHING DREAMS? 
 

A State-of-Affairs  Broadcast to the People of Osun State on the Occasion of the 9th 

Anniversary  of the State Creation on 27th August, 2000. 
 

 

My dear people of Osun State, 
 

Today, our  Osun State is nine years old.  I am pleased to address you on this auspicious 

 day of our state’s 9th anniversary. 

 

Nine years ago, Osun State was created in fulfillment of our collective dreams.  Nine 

years ago, we hoped that this State of the Living Spring would be our own land of 

Canaan, flowing with milk and honey. 
 

In nine  years, our dreams of a great  viable State  have  vanished. From  one 

Administration to the other, the necessary physical and socio-economic developments 

that are to be found in Ogun State, in Oyo State, in Kwara State, in Ondo State - even 

in Ekiti State that was created just three years-ago are not in Osun State.  All the things 

that could place our state on the path of greatness have been elusive.  Today, we have 

little to show for the quantum of resources already expended.  There is no one today in 

Osun State who is happy with our level and pace of development.  This is sad. 
 

It is easy to blame military rule for our stagnated and stunted growth and development. 

It is easy to blame the military's recklessness and lack of transparency and 

accountability. But that would not be the whole truth. 
 

There is no way we can truthfully discuss the factors that hindered our progress without 

mentioning the public service.  In August 1991, when our State was created, it inherited 

a bloated work force.  Most of them were deadwoods and mere parasites.  They had no 

jobs to do in the public service.  Where there were jobs to do, they were not trained to 

do them;  and  where  they  knew  how to do the jobs,  there  were  neither  tools  nor 

equipment  for them to work  with.   Many of them, work or no work, cringed and 

scrambled  for promotions  to higher  positions,  live in government  houses  and use 

government cars. I other words, all the money coming to the state was being spent to 

pay public servants'  salaries; to furnish and equip their houses; to buy and maintain 

their cars; to service their travelling "intra" and "estacodes"; and to pay inflated prices for 

goods and services being shared with government contractors and suppliers. While the other 

States were developing and ever aspiring to greater heights, Osun State was sinking into 

deeper morass. This over-bloated work-force knew how to promote themselves to higher 

positions and salaries without the capability to promote the State. From them, Osun State 

has inherited more 'WAHALA' than it can cope with. To compound matters, the majority 

of this bloated work force were senior public servants on very high salary grades. Most of 

them are gentlemen and respectable ladies. Most of them know that the State was already 

crumbling under their feet. Even now that the vampires among them know that the boat might 
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sink, they still scramble riotously to take the chunk of the remaining resources for themselves 

no matter what happens to the rest of us in the State. 

 
Unfortunately, successive Governments shied away from confronting this problem. They 

failed to resolve the problems created by the lopsidedness in the quality and quantity of 

available staff.   Ordinarily, our public service ought to have been restructured and 

stream-lined. Sadly, this was not done by the successive administrations. The burden 

has now become too heavy for the citizens of Osun State to bear. 

 
Today, the situation is critical.  Our best materials have retired from the Civil 

Service. Those who are left behind, inspite of the huge numbers, are limited in 

training, skills and exposure. The result is that our public service has reached an all-time 

low in terms of delivery of services.   The public service  has become  a huge parasitic  

source  of consumption, creating neither wealth nor adding-value. 

 
My Government believes that there can be no-effective delivery of services, unless 

there is an effective, efficient and thoroughly professional public service. That 

explains why  a restructuring of the public service was identified right from the onset as 

being  critical to the fulfillment of my mandate.  With your continued support my 

Government shape the public service, and give it a new focus and direction. 
 

 

My good people of Osun State, the need for a restructuring of the public service is 

only a part of the story. For the story to be complete, we must look at our financial outlay 

on salaries and allowances of the public servants.  In 1998, the minimum wage was 

N909. In 1999 the minimum wage became N3,000 in Osun State.  Today, the law 

puts the minimum wage at N5,500. Yet, our Labour the workers of the poorest State in 

Nigeria, are asking for N6,500 minimum wage just to be at par with the workers of 

richer States. In other words, the legal minimum wage has increased _more than six-fold 

even when it is true that the State's income, according to President Obasanjo, "has 

increased more than three-fold". 

 
You are aware of the wage problem that my Administration  has continuously  faced. 

When you elected me as the Executive Governor of this State, you elected my party's 

candidates into the other various elective positions; it was because you good people of Osun 

State wanted us to fulfill our electoral promises.  You elected us so that we could make a 

positive difference to your lives, and to the State. You elected us so that we could fulfil our 

cardinal programmes of Free Education and Free Health for all. In spite of these 'FITINA' 

from the workers, we have been fulfilling these two promises much more than any other State. 

Our belief is that the execution of these cardinal  programmes will be followed by a radical 

transformation of education policies and facilities, health policies and infrastructure, provision 

of good roads, electricity, water and such other socio-economic infrastructure that will 

prepare our State for rapid social-economic growth and development. 
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My good people of Osun State, our experience in the first one year is that we have spent 

more than 5% of the resources of this state on the personal emoluments of our public 

servants who represent less than 1% of our population. Infact, the impression is fast being 

created that the only duty of Government is to pay the salaries of the 20,000-odd workers, 

even ifit means that our cardinal programmes for all the nearly 3 million people of Osun State 

are abandoned. 

 
Many of those who were very good but had to retire from the service from 1992 to date 

were not paid their gratuities by successive administrations. My government has cleared a 

lot of these unpaid gratuities.  I am determined to pay all those who are yet to receive 

their  entitlements even  now  that  the  monthly pension bill  has  increased from 

N17  million  in May last year to N47 million at present, and is expected to go up to at 

least N80 million  by next January.  These retired people have served the State and, 

being elders, they must be adequately cared for through the prompt and regular 

payment of their entitlements. 

 

My Government  also passionately  believes that the worker is entitled to his wage. 

Within nine months of my assumption of office, I paid the 4½ 
(four-and-a half) months' 

salary arrears of almost one billion naira which we inherited fr0tn the military; and, 

thereafter, we have been paying workers' monthly salaries as and when due.   On- 3n1 

July this year, we began negotiation with the labour leaders on the new minimum wage 

ofN5,500.  On 6th July, they unilaterally withdrew from the negotiation and went on 

strike.  At the intervention  of the traditional rulers, they resumed negotiation on 24th 

July but withdrew and began another  strike on July 31st year 2000.  Why?  We offered 

them N5,500 minimum wage. In order to buy peace at all cost, my Government shifted 

position and offered them N6,000 minimum wage; and we finally offered them N6,500 

minimum wage provided the workers would agree to sacrifice 20% of their income in 

the interim until when our revenue might have increased appreciably.  We offered to 

finance workers salaries (together with tertiary institutions), leave bonus, gratuities and 

pension with 88% of our average monthly income. The workers are insisting on 114%. 
 

I cannot borrow money to pay workers' emoluments.   The current wage crisis arises 

from the inability of our public servants to appreciate this. 
 

Inconformity with the Oath of my office, I am committed to the implementation of all laws. It 

was therefore not difficult for me to support the payment of the minimum wage ofN5,500.  I 

appointed a team of public officers to enter into negotiation with labour. You are all aware 

that while the negotiation was on, the workers went on strike ostensibly because labour 

would not accept anything less than what other Yoruba states were allegedly paying. Are 

other Yoruba states as poor as Osun State?  Are the other Yoruba States doing the Free 

Education and the Free Health services at the tempo my Government has been doing it in 

Osun State? If the children of the rich go to school in their parents' cars, can all children 

demand the same privilege? 
 

15 



 

Bisi Akande                                                                                                                 Moving Osun State to Prosperity· 

 

In all these, the workers  are not thinking of the ability of the State to pay.  They are not 

thinking of our limited, low internally generated revenue. They are not considering the 

lack of infrastructure and the low level of socio-economic development of our state. 
 

Apart from the intervention of the traditional rulers, the House of Assembly attempted 

to intervene  in the dispute. The government provided  the House of Assembly with all 

facts and figures  in the presentation of its case.   When the House  asked  for facts and 

figures  from  the workers  to support  their dispute, they tactically  withdrew and have 

decided  not talk to the legislators since over three weeks,_ except that they now resort to 

attacking and kidnapping them. 
 

One thing  I find funny , though  disturbing, is that certain  people  in every community 

have asked us to accede to workers' demand  whether the State has money or not.  Yet, 

they always  remember that their towns  and villages  have  no good  roads,  electricity, 

pipe-borne water, science schools, technical colleges and other good things of life. The 

previous governments did not provide these facilities for them.  Which do our people 

want  really?    Over-bloated public  service?    Much higher than  minimum wages  for 

workers? or Free Education and Free Health with good roads; electricity, clearer  radio 

and television reception and water particularly for Ilesa and Ejigbo and their environs.? 
 

The crux of the matter is this - What percentage of our average  monthly income must 

we  spend on  the  20,000 workers (0.8% of the  population) viz-a-viz provision of 

amenities to the about 3 million  citizens  (99.2%)?  I have offered  Osun  State Labour 

88%.   They still said ''No!" They want 114%.  Where shall we get the extra 14% and 

more to run the government and still do some developments for the generality of the 

people.? 

 

The Government adjourned the meetings with Labour  for further review on Wednes 

day, August 23; however, on that day, the Government delegation waited at the venue for  , 

three hours, the L8bourdelegation did not show up for further negotiation When Government 

observed that the labour leaders were treading the path of suicide, and were maiming innocent 

people, lying and blackmailing with pamphlets, the circulation of perverse handouts and 

resort to war songs and rioting and attacks on the Police, the matter was taken to the Industrial 

Arbitration Panel through the Federal  Ministry of Employment, Labour and Productivity where 

a good case with facts and figures might be better understood. 
 

At the difficult juncture in which the state now finds itself, there are three rational choices 

available: 

 

(a)  Do we pay our workers at all cost and forget about all the programmes for 

which you good people of Osun State elected this Government? 

(b)  Do we reduce the present strength of our workers by half so that we can pay 

the remaining half like mother Yoruba states and still have funds for other 

development programmes? 
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and (c)  Do we suspend our welfare programmes of Free Education and Free Health 

to all citizens? 

 
The choice is ours to make.   The immediate choice now is to suspend our welfare 

programmes of Free Education and Free Health services, the scope of which we 

planning to expand considerably.  After all, we have now demonstrated to you for one 

year that Free Education and Free Health are also possible, except for the excesses of the 

elites in the society. 

 
My good people of Osun State, we are, nine years old with nothing to celebrate.  We are 

only groaning under a heavy burden of debts, including external debts, for which we 

have nothing to show.  Even, in our State Capital, we have nothing to show.  All over 

the State we have no good roads - the few ones done are collapsing due to poor 

execution. Many of our people do not have access to potable water.  Many of our 

people have no access to electricity.  We have no industries comparable to our sister 

States.   We have no radio beyond the inhe rited 5 kilowatts at Ile-Ife, no Television 

beyond the 12 kilowatts at Ibokun, unlike our other sister States.  We have no State 

Government Secretariat. Nine years after creation, our workers are still operating from 

converted shops and rented premises. Our landscape is littered with abandoned projects 

-many abandoned since the creation of our state. We have been a State in name, but not 

in deed and certainly not in development.  We have  nothing to show for our nine years of 

existence. Nothing to celebrate at all. 

This was not the dream of our founding fathers.  This was not our collective vision and 

hope when the state was created in 1991.  Yes, we have always paid our workers and 

maintained our bloated work force.  What else have we to show? 

 
We must all decide today to positively change the face of our State.  This is beyond 

politics, for we have no other State than Osun. We must be ready to c,onfront 

ignorance, illiteracy, poverty, hunger, disease, and backwardness wherever we find them. 

We must boldly confront those forces that have put the socio-economic development of Osun 

State in chains. We must make a sharp break with the lethargic practices of the past. We 

must infuse our people with a new sense of hope, vigour, dynamism and vision.  We must 

collectively lay the structural foundation for a greater tomorrow, knowing fully well that 

our future begins today. We must today invest in the future of our children. It can only be 

done with the support of everybody in Osun State. 

 
Let me assure you that my Government is determined to break the vicious circle_ of 

poverty, ignorance and disease in our state. We are determined, within the next few years, to 

turn around the fortunes of this state for better and to establish life more abundant for 

every indigene of Osun State. 
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I know that, working collectively as patriotic partners, we can make the difference to Osun 

State. Together, we can work for better days in Osun State. I know it is possible. I know that 

our dreams for Osun State can materialise, if we all make the necessary effort. 
 
God bless you all; 

 
God bless Osun State. 
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INTERNATIONAL LOANS CAN BE WORSE THAN SLAVE TRADE 
 

An Address Delivered On the Occasion of the Commissioning of Ada-lbokun-Orita 

ldominasi Road on Thursday, 27
th

 April, 2000 
 

 
 

In ancient times, the whole of this area was a jungle through which the dispersing Yoruba 

ancestors were treading in search for settlements and expansion of kingdoms.  First, it was 

Owa-Obokun who was leading the Ijesa people to found one of the most powerful of the 

Yoruba forest kingdoms and to resist the Oyo attacks with calvary. So powerful were the 

Ijesa people at that time, according to Professor S. A. Akintoye, that up to the beginning of 

the nineteenth century their kingdom comprised some nine hundred towns and villages, 

including Osogbo, Iresi, Otan, Ada and Igbajo; and, the Ijesa kingdom had begun to pursue 

an expansionist policy in the Ekiti area. 

 
In those  days, in this part of Yoruba land, the routes for travel  either to connect  one 

kingdom  with  another  or  to  connect  the  city  with  the  rural  community  were  vital 

lifelines either  as an invasion or  an escape  avenue  among  communities.    They were 

mere footpaths along/the cracks of the mountains and the morass of the valleys. 

 
Today, I am extremely happy to be here to lead the people of Ijesa and Oyo extractions 

within Osun  State  to tread  on  this hard-surfaced  new  42Km road,  which connects 

Osogbo,  Obokun  and Boripe Local Governments  and which was constructed by Solei 

Boneh Nigeria Limited under the supervision of the consulting firm of Messrs Ette Aro 

& Partners  and the officials of the Osun State Ministry of Works and Transport.   This 

road has now become a vital life line for farmers and traders to carry their produce to 

the markets by trucks and buses, and also affords pleasure ride by cars. It has now become 

a main road t'o connect larger communities with smooth traffic flow and free access to old 

towns and villages. 

 
We must not forget,  however. that funds for this road were mainly borrowed  from the 

World Bank  under  the scheme christened  Multi-State Road-s  Project  Phase  Il   The 

loans were counter-funded  by Osun State and  the  Petroleum Trust Fund 

The  construction of the road was originally contracted  by the Military to SAE Nigeria 

Limited who later abandoned the work.  The construction price later to Soleh Boneh was 

N429,556,202.66. 

 
Let me tell you one thing about some of these international  loans.   It carries interests 

and are payable over a period of time.   The loans can sometimes be worse than 

"Sogundogoji _"ln 1980, Nigeria's-international debt was three-and-a-half (3.5) billion 

American  dollars.   Without  any additional loan, and after Nigeria  had paid 16 billion 
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dollars out of the same debt of3.5 billion dollars, we are still owing 26 billion dollars on the 

same debt in the year 2000. In other words, in 20 years, a debt of3.5 billion dollars has 

increased to 42 billion dollars. International debts, sometimes can be worse than 'slave 
trade'. 

 
During our term as A.D. Government of Osun State, we shall collaborate with all Local 

Governments to make constant road maintenance our priority. It is my prayer and hope that 

the people of Osun State shall use this road for profitable business and general social 

development, and that the debts from the World Bank shall have been totally liquidated before 

this road begins to disintegrate. 

 
The Federal Government was said to have awarded the contract for the rehabilitation of 

Ilesa-Osogbo road since 1999 but, up till now, no activity is going on the road. I 

therefore want to seize this opportunity to implore the Federal Government to mobilize 

the contractor, so that that road, which is very important to the State, can be completed 

before the rainy season sets in and make travelling between those two major towns in 

the State more comfortable. 

 
In conclusion, it is with great pleasure and satisfaction that I now commission the newly 

completed Ada-Ibokun-Idominasi Road to the glory of God and the safe usage of all 

citizens of this country. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish everybody happy motoring on this road always. 
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HOW RELIABLE ARE ROADS BUILT UNDER THE WORLD 

BANK-ASSISTED MULTI-STATE ROADS PROJECTS? 

An  Address Delivered   On the Occasion  of the  Official  Commissioning of 

Ipetumodu-Odeomu Road on Thursday,11th May, 2000. 
 
 
 

I am becoming worried about my name  being  enshrined on some  of these  just 

concluded Multi-State Roads Projects because the contracts were awarded by the Military 

with World Bank Loans. It will be unpalatable for memory if the roads begin to desintegrate 

before the repayment of the loans commences. God knows that I have not connived with 

anybody in scaling down the expected standards required of these roads during their execution. 

However, I have come mainly to ensure the timely completion of the projects. 

 
I learnt  that the provision  of a link road between  Ipetumodu  and Odeomu  started 

several years ago through communal efforts of the people of the communities.   The 

road was later taken over by the Local Government Council and very much later by the 

State Government. 

 
The contract for the construction of this Six-and-a-half (6.5) kilometre road was awarded 

to an  indigenes  contractor, Abog  Engineering (Nig.)  Ltd  in  1998,  at a cost  of 

N49,787,045.56.  Construction work commenced in December 1998 and was 

completed  in April 2000 after a lot of delays.  I want to appeal to all our indigenous 

contractors, especially those that are being patronised by the Osun State Government, 

that they should be prepared to be diligent and fast. The practice of spending two years 

to do a 5km road is fraught with suspicion. 

 
I want to inform you all that the money used in the construction of these roads was 

borrowed from the World Bank and would be repaid by all of us, including children that 

are yet unborn.  I wish to appeal, therefore, to all road users to reduce carnage on our 

roads to the barest minimum by being careful and courteous while driving, not only on 

this road, but on all roads. 
 

I wish to assure you all that the present Administration  in Osun State is committed to 

providing durable new roads as well as improving the conditions of existing ones in the State 

in order to ease the problem of moving men and materials for economic and social develop 

ment of the State. It gives me pleasure, therefore, that Ipetumodu and Odeomu are linked by 

this road at last. 
 

I am seizing this opportunity, however to invite industrialists within and outside the 

State  to come to Osun State to establish their industries in order to take advantage of the 

various infrastructure which the Government will be providing. 
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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is with a great sense of responsibility that I 

now proceed to commission the newly-rehabilitated Ipetumodu-Odeomu Road to the glory 

of God and for safe usage of mankind. 

 
I thank you all. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 



Bisi Akande Moving Osun State to Prosperity  

h 

 

GOOD ROADS ARE A MAJOR  COMPONENT 

OF POVERTY ALLEVIATION 

An Address Delivered On the Occasion of the O f f i c i a l  Commissioning of 
Iwo Railway Station-Ikire Road on Tuesday 16

th
 May, 2000. 

 

 
 

I am very happy to be here again. Since my assumption of office as the Governor of 

Osun State, I have come on two previous occasions. One was on the 20th of November, 1999 

when I came for the wedding ceremony of one of my Honourable Members in the State 

House of Assembly and secondly, I was here on the 24th of March, 2000 to say 

goodbye to Mr. President who was on a two-day working visit to Osun State. I am here 

today to commission the newly constructed Iwo Railway Station to Ikire road, one of the 

roads in the third set of roods just completed under the second Multi-State Roads Project 

(MSRPII). The Government 

is quite aware of the yearnings of the people of Iwo and Irewole Local Governments (through 

which this road passes) to have the road constructed. Today, therefore, marks the realization 

of those yearnings of our good people of Iwo and Ikire.                                     · 

 
I wish to state here for the purpose of emphasis that the present Civilian Government in Osun 

State is well aware of the political as well as the socio-economic advantages derivable from 

an efficient road network. Apart from the fact that this road will facilitate the movement of 

people and farm produce, it will also complement the efforts of my Government in the area of 

provision of adequate educational and health care delivery systems which will no doubt make 

life more meaningful for our people. 

 
A casual observer will be wondering why this road did not go as far as Iwo town instead 

of Iwo Railway Station. I want to state very clearly that the remaining part of the road, 

i.e. Iwo Railway Station to Iwo, belongs to the Federal Government and there are some 

implications of the State Government working on Federal Roads.  The deplorable 

position of this road before now reminds me of the position in the old Oyo State, when 

it was difficult to get to Kishi, a town in Oyo State without passing through Kwara 

State. I do hope that the remaining bad portion of the road is manageable to the extent 

that we do not have to travel to Iwo or Ikire through Osogbo or through Ibadan in Oyo 

State. 

 
During the visit of Mr President to this State some weeks ago, I appealed to him to take over 

the lbadan-Iwo-Osogbo road. Since then, the Governor of Oyo State and I have sent a joint 

letter to the Federal Government on the same road.  The practice is that the Federal 

Government has the responsibility for all roads that link State Capitals. It is pertinent to 

mention that the Ibadan-Iwo-Osogbo road is the shortest route between 
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the two State Capitals.  Now, I am seizing this opportunity to call on the Federal 

Government to, as a matter of urgency, rehabilitate the Oyo-Iwo-Gbogan road which is 

also a Federal Government Road. If this is done, it will take care of the portion between Iwo 

and Iwo Railway Station. 

 
Through you, our PDP friends of Osun State origin are hereby being asked to tell the Federal 

Government to be alive to its road responsibilities in Osun as part of its major posture for 

poverty alleviation. 

 
The Hon. commissioner for Works and Transport has told you that this road was con 

structed by Kopek Construction Company at a cost of One hundred and eighty million, 

four hundred and thirty thousand, six hundred and sixty naira (Nl80,430,66.00).  It is there 

fore important that we should use the road with utmost care. Unlike in advanced countries, 

where vehicular speed limits are religiously observed and road signs are faithfully obeyed, 

most drivers in this country do not obey traffic regulations even when they can read and write. 

I, however, want to appeal to our drivers to exercise caution while driving. 

 
I will also urge you not to drink while you are driving and not to drive when you are 

drunk, not to put your lives and those of other innocent road users in danger. I will also 

want to appeal to you to be good citizens of this State by fulfilling all your civic respon 

sibilities and to be law-abiding, because it is under a peaceful atmosphere that there can 

be meaningful developments. 

 
Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is with great delight and satisfaction 

that I now proceed to commission the newly constructed Iwo Railway Station - Ikire 

Road to the glory of God and for economic development of the State. 

 
I thank you. 
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A UNITARY LABOUR POLICY IS NOT IN TUNE WITH 

NIGERIA'S FEDERAL CONSTITUTION 

An Address Delivered  On the Occasion of Year 2000 May Day Celebration Held at 

Osogbo Sports Stadium on Monday, 1st  May, 2000 
 
 
 

Prior to the year 1889, in most civilized countries of the world, people celebrated May Day 

with new flowers as a Spring festival to mark the revival of life of early Spring after the Winter 

months.  In 1889, however, a congress of World  Socialist Parties held in Paris voted to 

support the United States Labour Movement's demands for an eight-hour working day. There, 

May 1, 1890 was chosen as the beginning of the annual day of demonstrations in favour of the 

eight-hour day. I am very happy, therefore, to celebrate with all the workers of Osun  State, 

today's workers' holiday generally known as May Day. 

 
The most topical issue today in Nigeria is the poor shape of our economy.   Is it not a 

surprise that goods that were sold in Lagos in 1980 at a modest price ofN1 are now sold 

in Year 2000 at N50.  In Osogbo however, the ratio of increase of such general goods is 

at Nl  to N30 in 1980 and 2000 respectively.  The poser therefore is, what should be the 

minimum wage of an average worker in Osogbo in the Year 2000  if he was earning 

N125 in 1980 in order to be at par with the relative ratio of the inflated costs of goods? 

To my mind, the Federal Government should arrest the deterioration of the value of the Naira 

very urgently as this appears  to be the immediate solution  to the prevailing economic 

problem confronting our people today. 

 
When we were being sworn-In on May 29 last  year, a US $1 was being bought at N80. 

Today, it takes N105 to buy US $1.  A deterioration of N25 per US$1 per year.  In other 

words, by the year 2003, if care is not taken, US$1 will sell for N180.   Of what use is 

the big salary in a polity where the Federal Government lacks the skill and the will to 

increase and stabilise the value of the Naira? 
 

There is no Federal System in the whole world throughout  history that has one central 

Labour  Union  except  in Nigeria,  where  the military  introduced its unitary  style to 

labour movement.  I know President Obasanjo to be one of our greatest democrats  but 

he would struggle hard to convince any Nigerian if he believes in Federalism.  It is my 

belief that Labour will become ready tools for social disequilibrium if they c ontinue  to 

fight for  higher salary without  struggling for true Federalism  where the value of the 

Naira will be strongest. 

 

I want workers in this State, however, to always take Government business as their personal 

business.  It is an uncharitable act, to regard Government business as nobody's business. 

Apart from this, you must always have vision, courage and the fear of God. All these are the 

basic necessities for the survival of man in a crisis situation. 
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At the peak of workers  strike in this State, many people advised  that I should go a 

borrowing if only to solve the problem temporarily. If I had borrowed Nl billion naira then 

to offset the salary arrears of about N944 million inherited, we would have been neck-deep 

in debts by now. For example, the jumbo loan of just 3.5billion dollars taken by 

Nigerian Government in 1980 has increased to 42billion dollars in year 2000.  

Anything that will continue to mortgage the future of our children therefore, should be 

discarded no matter the cost. 
 

 

My dear compatriots, I love you.  Let us love our dear Osun State. 

I wish you a successful May Day celebration. 
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ABANDONED CAPITAL PROJECTS ARE PROOFS 

OF OFFICIAL CORRUPTION 

An Address Delivered On the Occasion of the Obafemi Awolowo University 
Teaching Hospital Complex Silver Jubilee Celebration Held on Friday, 8th 
December, 2000. 

 
I am happy to be here today to share with the Honourable Minister for Health, and, indeed, 

the  members of Staff and Students of Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospital 

'Complex, the joy of the Silver Jubilee Anniversary Celebration. I congratulate you all. 

 
Since its establishment 25 years ago, the Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospital 

Complex has been providing quality health care to the people of Osun State. Its philosophy 

of providing primary, secondary and tertiary health care in different parts of the State has gone 

a long way in improving the health care of the people of Osun State. May I, therefore, use 

the opportunity of this occasion to implore the Federal Government to adopt the Free Health 

Programme as a policy, as this is one of the most practical aspects of poverty alleviation. 

 
At this juncture, I wish to express my profound gratitude for the enviable role played by 

this Teaching Hospital Complex during the unfortunate communal clashes between Ife 

and Modakeke Communities of Osun State. Through its excellent services, many lives 

that would have been lost were saved. My Government is appreciative of this effort. 

 
As we look back with great delight at the roles that the Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching 

Hospital Complex has played in the healthcare delivery services in Osun State over the past 

25 years, we also look forward to better cooperation between OAUTHC and Osun State 

Government in providing improved health care for the people of the State in the years to 

come. Only healthy people can contribute meaningfully to the socio-economic development 

of Nigeria, particularly Osun State. 

 
My Government is prepared to continue to give assistance within the limits of her 

resources to OAUTHC in order to enhance the various aspects of tertiary health care 

already being provided. We are conscious of the fact that the OAUTHC has continued 

to maintain its leading role among the teaching hospitals in this country. The State 

Government is prepared to cooperate more in the provision of primary health-care facilities 

and the referring of complicated cases to the teaching hospital as may become necessary 

from time to time from our secondary health institutions. The good people of 

Osun State deserve the best and we will continue to give maximum cooperation to this 

Complex and, indeed, other Federal Government parastatals within the State so as to 

ensure that our people remain healthy. 
 
 
 

 

27 



BisiAkande Moving Osun State to Prosperity  
 

When the Chief Medical Director, Professor D.O. Akinola, with members of his man 

agement team, came to inform me of this celebration, he told me that there was no single 

abandoned capital project in Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospital Complex. 

This, he explained, was made possible by the way the Board and the Management had 

approached project management and payments to contractors. I was very glad with that 

infonnation. It is our conviction in Osun State that abandoned projects over the years and in 

many places were largely due to forward mobilisation payments with a view to sharing quick 

kick-backs from the contractors after which there would be  no funds to complete the projects. 

All honest and patriotic public affairs managers would plan for projects that the people needed 

only and pay to contractors as and when work have been performed. 

 
The experience of this teaching hospital in ensuring that no project is abandoned is 

worthy of emulation by all government agencies and I, therefore, strongly call on all to 

learn from this noble fact and emulate the authorities of the institution. Otherwise, let 

rulers come to Osun State to learn how frugally we handle money without bothering 

about the noises and abuses from those whose advances to use us to comer the State's 

resources have been stoutly resisted. 

 
Once again, I wish to congratulate members of the Management Board, Staff, Students 

and patients of Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospitals Complex on this great 

occasion, while we look forward to better days ahead. 

 
Thank you and God bless. 
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ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

An Address Delivered at A State Dinner Organised in Honour of Course 22 Officers 

From Command and Staff College Jaji, Held at Banquet Hall, Government House, 

Osogbo on Thursday,27
th

 January, 2000 
 

.. 
I am very glad to formally welcome you all to this important occasion organized in honour of 

our brothers from the Command and Staff College, Jaji who have been on a study tour of 

Osun State, since Sunday 23rd January, 2000. 
 

 

I learnt that the theme of this year's tour is "Combating Environmental Degradation for 

Development". The theme is not only apt but well chosen, especially when one considers 

the diverse environmental and ecological problems facing the country. Travelling, people 

say, is part of education. Thus, the study tour you are undertaking will definitely give you a 

first-hand information on the environmental problems in the States. Personally, however, I do 

not believe that you should stop at a study tour of areas with environmental problems; a 

workable action-plan to solve the identified problems should be recommended by your 

team. A serious environmental impact assessment should be carried out for appropriate 

solutions. 

 
It is like repeating what is obvious, that in Nigeria, it is the environment that is dictating 

our pace; this is as a result of our backwardness in the area of Science and Technology. 

It is a matter of a whole village being sacked today either by erosion, or flood, while 

what we eat at any period of the year is often dictated by the prevailing season.  It is 

pertinent to mention here that, although two percent of the Federation Account is set 

aside and paid into a special Ecological Fund, yet ecological problems still stand like a 

colossus in most States of the Federation, defying solutions.  The management of that 

fwid needs to be re-examined. 

 
It is my fervent belief, however, that massive scientific education would sufficiently 

equip -us as a country to tackle our environmental problems. The capacity of any 

country to conquer its environment is a function of the amount of technology at its 

disposal.  That is why advanced countries are able to manipulate their own environ 

ment to the advantage of their people. For example, Israel can generate artificial rain in 

the desert for productive agricultural activities. Some plants that would have been alien 

to that arid land are being produced in commercial quantities in an environment that was 

completely unproductive before 1948, when the State of Israel was founded. This is to show 

the extent to which scientific knowledge could help man to overcome his environmental prob 

lems. It is in realization of this that the present AD Government in Osun State, inspite of  
its poverty, has committed a large percentage of its revenue to Free Education in the 
State, with emphasis on Science and Technology. 
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I want to use this opportunity to refer to an aspect of inter-governmental relationships in a 

federal system of government. At one of our National Council of States' meetings, the 

Federal Government agreed to sufficiently fund its agencies, having anything to do in the 

States, without bothering the technically weak Federating Units. In actual fact, a circular letter 

was issued by The Presidency on this matter. States were advised to report  to 

The Presidency all demands from Federal agencies that had financial implications. In our 

own case, we in Osun State, inherited a lot of debts including four months' salary arrears. We 

still have two months' salary arrears to clear. Yet, there is very low economic base to support 

the efforts of the Government. Thousands of our well educated children are roaming the 

streets unemployed. The revenue accruing to the State from the Federation Account is not 

enough to even pay workers' salaries. Still, the revenue-sharing formula is grossly lopsided 

in favour of the Federal Government which takes more than 50% of the monthly revenue 

from the Federation Account, while the 36 States and 774 Local Governments share 

44% among themselves. In other words, while the Federal Government alone enjoys 

56% of total Nigerian Income, no State Government earns up to 1%. 

 
That was the situation when your Commandant's letter came to announce your plan for 

a study tour of Osun State. And that was why we could not take on the financial burden 

of your visit.  Plato, in one of his theories, emphasized that "A poor man cannot be 

generous". Our_ State, being one of the poorest States in Nigeria, would have loved to 

be most generous to your team during this visit. But, as the scripture said, ''the spirit is 

willing but the body is weak". 

 
Well, I salute you all visiting officers from the famous Command and Staff College, 

Jaji and I hope you have had a useful study tour of parts of Osun State. I wish you a 

happy journey back to your base in Kaduna State. 

 
Thank you and God bless. 
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THE NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE SCHEME AIMS AT REDUCING 

SOCIAL CLEAVAGES BETWEEN THE URBAN-RICH 

AND THE RURAL-POOR 
 

An Address Delivered  On the Occasion of the Terminal Parade/Closing Ceremony 

of the 1999/2000 First-Tier Batch of National Youth Service Corps Members, Held 

at NYSC Orientation Camp, Ede, on Monday 7
th

  August, 2000 

 
I am most delighted to be here once again on this auspicious occasion marking the closing 

ceremony of year 2000 first-tier NYSC orientation course. Let me quickly say that what I 

have seen on the ground has sufficiently confirmed the heart-warming reports that reached 

me concerning your behaviour since your arrival in this State to commence the orientation 

course. 
 

 

As you must have known, the service year compels many corps members to serve in the 

rural communities.  The intention is to provide them the opportunity to experience, at 

first hand, the plight of the rural-poor. As policy makers of tomorrow, this experience 

would likely influence you to be more sympathetic to the many socio-economic 

disadvantages of the rural dwellers and strive  to reduce  the social  cleavages  that 

separate the urban-rich from the rural-poor. The present Administration in Osun State 

has set in motion n e cessary machineries aimed at harnessing the talents in our 

youths towards transforming our rural communities into youth-friendly cities, 

thus discouraging the rural-urban migration, which has hitherto been the practice.  

During your service year, you will have a feel of this and you are being called upon, 

as corps members who will serve in rural communities, to assist in this great task. 

 
As you settle in your places of primary assignments, I want you to be guided by the fact 

that you are called to contribute, meaningfully, your quota to the growth and develop 

ment of this State and not to add to its problems.  Those who came before you and 

distinguished themselves were accordingly rewarded. You should therefore? strive to 

distinguish yourselves. I want to assure you that this Administration will continue to 

recognise and reward diligent, dedicated and hardworking corps members. 

 
Our great country, Nigeria, is richly endowed. The weather is clement and friendly; the 

land is a goldmine with its bowel preserving an unquantifiable amount of petroleum 

and solid minerals. But, unfortunately, nothing compares with our sad story where a 

legion  is yoked  with  grinding  poverty  while  the  privileged few  are  living  like 

possessed oppressors. 

 
The pervading level of poverty exists today only because those who ruled us did not 

look at leadership as the pursuit of our common goal. To them, leadership meant the 

enthronement of self interest. Nigeria and Nigerians thus saw in the years of the Military, 
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and are still seeing, a situation in which policy goals were targeted at serving and servicing 

personal or group interest of the ruling class and their cohorts. The resultant effects of 

the grave inequalities are daily staring us in the face. The rime index is at an all-time high. 

Most of our people have no means of livelihood, while the few who do have not been 

sufficiently patriotic with their wealth. 

 
The next challenge before you is after-service employment. If you seek employment just for 

living, your best bet is the indolent section of the government service. In that section, the rule 

is that whether you are knowledgeable or not, whether you work hard or not, you will get, 

your pay. And every three years you will get a promotion. Even though the best brains in the 

country are supposed to be in the government to enable the rulers make the most progres 

sive policies for the development of the society, the opposite is presently the rule because 

the system has been rendered indolent by the past Military commands. 

 
In civilized societies, however, there may be ten Permanent Secretaries in a 

Government but the ten would be earning different salaries depending on their work 

schedules and productivities. There may be ten Professors in a University but they 

would be earning different salaries depending on the erudition and productivities of 

each of them. In the administration, each person would have his computer by his side, do his 

thinking and produce his briefs for the Government without unnecessary dependence on the 

typists, the clerks and the messengers. Each man could, therefore, easily be measured 

according to his attitude to work, and be rewarded according to his productivity 

and contribution to policy development and policy implementation. 

 
If you seek wealth and plenty of money, you better go to business. In Nigeria, most 

unscrupulous businessmen engage in the '419' angle where their richest targets are to 

use the companies to '419'  the governments or use the government to '419'  the 

innocent business enterprises through the credulous managers. In civilised societies, 

on the other hand, most businessmen use the best brains and the most efficient banks to 

manage the enterprises that produce aeroplanes, computers and most of the fine 

commodities that presently attract the attention of the 'spend free' members of the 

Nigerian society. 

 
However, if you want fame, the professions will be your place.   Most Nigerian 

professionals seek money and lose fame. Among such professionals, you have doctors 

of medicine veering to dry-cleaning today and to transport business tomorrow. In the 

advanced societies of the world, every professional struggles daily to be counted among the 

best lawyers, the best ophthalmologists, the best architects, the best neuro-surgeons, etc,. 

Things are not that simple in Nigeria because the Military, over the years, used our policy 

makers to '419' our Government and everything went wrong in our society where only a few 

shared (and are still sharing) the wealth of the nation, while many are presently growing 
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disillusioned and frustrated to the extent of joining secret cults in the society of vagabonds, to 

carry out armed robbery on the few that own the wealth. They do not care anymore whether 

the wealth was made genuinely-or through the '419' syndrome, 

 
I sympathise with you all because you belong to the generation of Nigerians who will have 

the responsibility of searching for what makes everything go wrong in our country and bow to 

put the wrongs right. Don't be discouraged by what they say are now happening in the 

Senate. If you are quick and diligent enough to know what you want in this society and to 

start pursuing them, you may likely succeed to either be indolent, rich or famous. May 

God help you to choose the path of patriotism and honour. 

 
I look forward to meeting you all, by the special grace of God, at your passing- out at the end 

of the service year. We shall then ask ourselves some questions about the 

ordeals of life. I wish all a fruitful service year ahead. 

 
May God bless you all. 
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     EDUCATION IS THE BEDROCK OF ALL DEVELOPMENTAL EFFORTS 
 

A Speech  Delivered at the Formal Opening of Army Day Secondary  School, 

Engineering Construction Regiment, Ede, on Friday, 10th November, 2000 

 
I am very happy to be here today to felicitate with you on the occasion of the formal opening 

of the Anny Day Secondary School, Ede. 
 

I am highly delighted because education, which is one of the cardinal programmes of is 

Administration, is also accorded its pride of place even in the military circle as demonstrated 

by the establishment of this Anny Day Secondary School, Ede. This is a clear testimony of 

the strong influence of education on the life of man. Education is the bedrock of any meaningful 

development as no nation can develop without massively investing, first and foremost, in the 

development of its human resources. It is an anchor on which other factors of 

development hang. From the ages all over the world, Education has always 

demonstrated dominant power of societal transformation. 

 
The mere establishment of a school does not build or make the school, because school 

is like a refinery or a factory where the raw human components of the society are 

processed, in stages, and later turned out for marketing. It is the quality of these products 

that more often than not speak volumes about the school. Additionally, the quality of 

performance of the school and its ability to meet the expectations of its founding fathers is a 

function of the calibre of its staff. I therefore enjoin you to employ highly competent and 

experienced teachers to handle the various classes or levels for better achievement. 

 
To the present Government of Osun State, education is a veritable tool of change. It is 

a license to economic liberation. Additionally, education aids social, 

psychological and emotional stability of man. 

 
How, then, can we use education to eradicate lawlessness in a society where military 

intervention in governance has inculcated enormous sense of force in our people for the 

achievement of wealth and power? In other words, how do we eradicate armed robbery 
and the use of force by students and labour to demand illegitimate claims irrespective 

of the danger or the inconvenience such demands might impose on the society at large? 

How do we make the government teachers who are better qualified and better paid than 

the private school teachers, work for the development of future leaders among the present 

pupils in this era where less than 5 percent of our public school candidates now pass school 

certificate examinations? 
 

It is my belief and hope that the military (who introduced force to civil society) and the 

civilian educated elites (who clamour for democracy) will close ranks and interact suffi 

ciently to recognize the laws of the land, and use dialogue to suppress lawlessness among the 

students, the youths and the labour unions. 
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I congratulate the management, staff and students of this new school and enjoin them to be up 

and doing in their daily duty calls. I cannot end this address without congratulating His Royal 

Highness, Oba Oladokun Oyewusi, Agboran ll, the Timi of Ede, for the birth of this 

college, as replacement for the Ede Queen's College whose infrastructure became the 

nucleus of 'the present military abode. The school is in its infancy, it will need your support 

to grow. I believe that the age-long hospitality for which Ede and its people is known will 

be directed towards proper nurturing of this institution to an enviable standard. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, it is now my pleasure to formally declare this school open to the Glory 

of God, service to humanity and advancement of knowledge. 

 
Thank you and God bless. 
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SPORTS TEACH UNITY AND COMRADESHIP 
 

An Address Delivered at the Civic Reception Organised in Honour of Anglican 

Commercial Grammar School Students, Winners of Nike International Premier Cup 

Competition, Held at Osogbo Sports Stadium, Osogbo, on Tuesday, 20th June, 2000 

 
It gives me great joy to welcome all of you, particularly, our students from Secondary Schools 

and sportsmen and women, to this civic reception organized specifically for the young and 

promising lads from Anglican Commercial Grammar School, Osogbo who had participated 

very brilliantly at the just concluded NIKE  INTERNATIONAL PREMIER 

CUP COMPETITION held on Sunday, May 7th, 2000 at the National Stadium, Surulere, 

Lagos. I also congratulate the State Chapter of the Nigeria School Sports Federation 

(NSSF) that has succeeded in bringing the boys in this under-15 category to this lofty height. 

 
The school is the biggest congregation for the learning child. The learning child is aged 

between one and eighteen years.  It is in the school where he can learn to 9evelop his 

MIND and his BODY proportionately to the total time available for his growth.  The 

school age, in other words, is usually a period of operational readiness for  the 

absorption of all forms of knowledge.   For this reason, parents should show greater 

concern at this period.  lt)s in realization of this fact, that the present Government in 

Osun State intends to use schools to revolutionize social inter-relationship, strict moral 

groupings like the Red Cross, Boys Scouts etc, all learnings that bring understanding to 

the mysteries of existence and realities called philosophy, agriculture, sports and games, 

particularly football. When this is realized, enough talents would have been hunted, identified 

and given opportunities to develop. Talent development in our youths is the foundation for 

self-development and self pride in the adults which is worthwhile for the stability of any 

society. 

 
Any society that has stability problems will depend on 'mercenaries" for all 

competitions in learning, at wars and in sports and games. That was why Osun State of 

old depended on football mercenaries like Osun Queens or Osun United Football Club 

(which we have now sold to Ebonyi State) and this is why Osun State of today is 

becoming proud of the foot-bailers from the Anglican Commercial Grammar School, 

Osogbo.  You have not seen anything yet in the result of self-reliance.  Before long, this 

Government shall begin to call you together to celebrate more talent successes of our 

children in most schools of Osun State. Eventually, Osun State shall continue to produce 

leaders in the Military, in Politics, in Music, in Engineering and Medicine. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, the Yoruba philosophy is unambiguous  on the classification of 

children into good and bad ones. While the good ones belong to the father, the bad ones 

are the sole property of the mother. In the modem parlance, however, while bad children 

belong to the parents, the good ones belong to the State.  It is on the strength  of this 
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philosophy that I am here today to personally receive the young sports leaders and bid them 

farewell to Netherlands for bigger competition. 

 
I don't know really the minds of parents whose children are being used as thugs and street 

confusionists, but I think they are not likely to be happy parents: However, I am sure that the 

parents of the winners we are today receiving will be very happy today because their own is 

a story of success. 

 
Osuri State, as you all know, is the cradle of Yoruba civilization. We are, therefore, deter 

mined (through the silent revolution currently going on in our schools) to conquer the whole 

world, not in the area of warfare, but in the development of Science and Technology and, of 

course, sports and games. It is in realization of this fact that our government recently gave a 

directive to the Ministry of Education for the recruitment of more science teachers. 

 
It is my hope that the lessons of unity and comradeship being preached by sports will be 

imbibed in our day-to-day activities in other development (NOT destructive) sectors. 

Sports is one of the veritable weapons that can be used to maintain international 

understanding.   In fact, apart from Science and Technology, Sports is another 

instrument for measuring supremacy. All international organizations that are connected 

with the sustenance of world peace, especially the United Nations Organization, should 

therefore encourage the development of sports in all its ramifications so as to douse 

world tensions and maintain international peace and understanding. 

 
At this juncture, I want to register our Government's appreciation of the efforts of the spon 

sors of this competition- (the NIKE/PROSSPORTS INTERNARTIONAL  and the 

Worldwide Sports Consultants) for their foresight in the development of sports from the 

grassroots, especially among under- 15 years old students in our Secondary Schools tagged 

"UNDER-15" nationwide. 

 
Sports development occupies a core sector ip the Free Education Programme being 

executed by the AD Government in Osun State.   Efforts will be made by this 

Government  to discourage the incidence of juvenile delinquency  in our society. 

Towards this end, public schools in this State are being encouraged  to establish 

Voluntary Youth Organizations like the Red Cross Society and the Boys Scouts so as to 

occupy our youths meaningfully. 

 
My words of advice are directed to you, young Champions from Anglican Commercial 

Grammar School, Osogbo who will be wearing the national  colours  in far away 

Netherlands in a C<JUple of days (precisely from 25th June to 2nd July, 2000) where you are 
supposed to meet with fifteen other teams from all over the world. I want you to put up your 

very best and conquer the teams and come back to Osun State a victorious  overall 

winner at the tournament. 
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I wish to advise you to obey and play to the rules laid down for the competition. Be good 

ambassadors of your school, of this State and of Nigeria. By the grace of the Almighty God, 

you will bring the cup to Nigeria in July. I wish you a safe journey to and from the Nether 

lands. 

 
May God bless all our youth. 
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RELIGION IS AN INSTRUMENT OF PEACE 
 

A Farewell Address Delivered at the Valedictory Service/Special Prayer Organised 

in Honour of Intending  Pilgrims on Monday 21st  February, 2000, Held at the 

Premises of the Muslim Pilgrims Welfare Board, Gbongan Road, Osogho. 
 

 

I am highly delighted to be here this morning to bid farewell to our Muslim brothers and sisters 

who are set to perform this year's Holy pilgrimage to Makkah and Medina. 

 
I am happy to note that necessary arrangements have been made for  the 

accommodation and transportation of the intending pilgrims, in the Holy Land. I also note 

with joy that all the intending pilgrims have undergone necessary screening exercises, 

enlightenment programmes and medical tests organised by the Board. I want to commend 

the efforts of all officials of the Board for a job well done. However, I want to implore the 

officials of the Board and the Welfare Officers to re-double their efforts to ensure that the 

remaining aspects of the Haij operation are hitch-free. 

 
Let me use this  occasion  to commend  the entire  citizenry  of Osun  State  and our 

religious leaders for their religious tolerance and understanding. The devil can use any 

instrument to disrupt peace.  Religion, which is an instrument of peace, is gradually 

becoming a veritable weapon in the hand of Satan.  I thank the Almighty God that the 

people of Osun State understand the antics of the devil, thus the peaceful co-existence 

of all religious groups in the State. It is my prayer that the religious harmony in the state 

will continue so that we-can join hands in developing our dear state, the State of the 

Living Spring, the State that is begging for urgent attention. 

 
This year's   Holy Pilgrimage is   very  unique  because  1t'is the first pilgrimage to be 

organised for Muslims since the inception of this Administration.  I therefore want to 

use this  unique  occasion to implore  the intending pilgrims that  they  should  pray 

fervently  for this State and its citizens,  that the Almighty  Allah should  give us the 

ability to fear Him. 

 
"The fear of God", people say, "is the beginning of wisdom."  When you fear God, it 

will be difficult for you to tell lies, take or give bribe, steal, cheat, take money for jobs 

not done etc. In fact, when you fear God, you will hate sin. One spectacular thing about 

Osun State is that, as the churches and mosques keep multiplying in arithmetical 

progression, sinners keep increasing in geometric progression; This is unbelievable but that 

is the fact. That is why we are presently in a stage of helplessness and hopelessness. 

 
May I remind you all that you are going to Makkah and Medina to serve Allah and fulfil one 

of the five pillars oflslam. Therefore, you should endeavour to increase your devotion and all 

other acts of worship. You should not engage in any unwholesome act which could vitiate 
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your pilgrimage. As ambassadors of Osun State and our dear country, Nigeria, you should 

comply strictly with the rules and regulations of the host country. 
 
My dear brothers and sisters, I wish you a very rewarding pilgrimage that will be 

acceptable in the sight of Allah. It is my fervent prayer that we will have a happy re-union 

after your return journey. I therefore commend you all to the care, blessings and protection of 

Almighty Allah. It is my hope too that you will include in your prayers that God Almighty 

would give me the grace and the opportunity to be as lucky as all of you to be able to perform 

the Hajj, if only once, at least, in my life-time. 

 
May God bless you all. 
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LAYING A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR OSUN STATE'S DEVELOPMENT 
 

An Address Delivered On the Occasion Of the Inauguration Of Boards Of Parastatals 

and Governing  Councils Of Tertiary Institutions  Held at the Governor's  Office 

Osogbo On Friday, 22nd December, 2000 
 

 
 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to the inauguration of Boards of Parastatals and 

Governing Councils of Tertiary Institutions in the State. 

 
This inauguration is one of the bold steps being taken by my government to put in place viable 

structures that will move the State forward. You will recall that, before today. the Civil 

Service Commission, the Local Government Service Commission, the Judicial Service 

Commission, the Boundary Commission and the Rent Tribunals have all been inaugurated. 

All these Commissions and Tribunals were put together to design a solid foundation for the 

welfare of government staff and for the rule of law for the generality of the populace. 

 
In selecting all of you to assist in the restructuring and reshaping of Osun State, I have 

\taken into consideration your wealth of experience in relation to the Boards of Parastatals 

and the Governing Councils' of Institutions into which you are being appointed. You are 

to ensure effective and efficient delivery of services to the people of Osun State. In this 

regard we cannot afford to fail. 

 
I am  not  unaware of the  inadequacies in  most  of  the  boards  and  institutions. 

For example, some of the parastatals and institutions on whose boards you are being 

called upon to serve, had sunk in,to deep decay while some' have deviated from the 

original concepts for which they were set up. It is your duty to ensure that they are all 

put back on the correct track. 

 
I want to say here, for the sake of emphasis, that it is your duty to devise how the 

agencies will function effectively within the limited scarce resources available.  It is 

also your responsibility, as Chairmen and members of Boards of Tertiary Institutions in 

the State, to have a hard look at courses being offered in the various institutions with a 

view to ensuring that our educational developrp.ent is geared towards meeting the needs 

of the 21st century- i.e. technical and technological self-employment. It is no 

longer news that people in advanced world are using Science and Technology to 

conquer their environment  and make it clement.  Osun State cannot afford to lag 

behind in both technical and technological education. 

 
I also wish to add that, in your selection, my government has ensured even spread in 

accordance  with section 208 sub-section  4 of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal 

Republic of  Nigeria.   Thus,  appointments into  your  Boards  and  those  of  the 
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Commissions that were sworn-in before today, truly reflect the geopolitical spread of the 

diverse people of Osun State. All shades of opinion are represented, including members who 

do not belong to the Alliance for Democracy. In addition, the need to put round pegs in round 

holes has been taken care of. It is, therefore, my wish that you will use your wealth of 

experience not to serve your personal interests but to lead Osun State to greater heights. 

 
With the inauguration of the Boards of Parastatals and Governing Councils of tertiary 

Institutions today, it is my hope that you will join me in laying a solid foundation for the 

development of Osun State. 

 
May God bless you all. 
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WE ARE COMMITTED TO QUICK DISPENSATION OF JUSTICE 

UNDERTHERULEOFLAW. 
 

Speech Delivered At the Swearing-in Ceremony of Members of the State's Bound 

ary Commission, Rent Tribunal and the Advisory Council on Prerogative of Mercy, 

Held at Governor Office, Abere, Osogbo, on Monday, 18
th
  December, 2000. 

 
 
 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the swearing-in ceremony of members of the 

Boundary Commission, one of the two Rent Tribunals in the state, and the Advisory 

Council on Prerogative of Mercy. 

 
The swearing-in which you have just witnessed marks yet another step in the 

demonstration of this Administration's commitment to the rule of law and quick but orderly 

dispensation of justice. 

 
The three bodies whose members were sworn in a little while ago are creations of states, 

with each body having been assigned heavy responsibilities in the governance of our stale. 

 

When  this  Administration came  in on 291
 May, 1999; it inherited a number  of 

boundary  disputes between Local Governments.  You will recall that some of these 

boundary  disputes  led to violent  clashes.  In others,  it took  prompt  and frequent 

interventions ,by the State Government, security agencies and well-meaning influential 

citizens of the communities concerned to keep the tension generated by such disputes 

from erupting in violent confrontations. 

 
It is against this background that the State Government decided to set up a Boundary 

Commission as provided for in Cap 67 Laws of Oyo State, 1978 as applicable in Osun 

State. 

 
The Boundary  Commission, whose  main  function  is the settlement_ of boundary 

disputes between Local  Governments and communities, will be under  a Sole 

Commissioner.   The Boundary Commissioner, Honourable J. 0. Fawole, is a retired 

Justice of Osun State High Court. His choice for this very sensitive  and important 

assignment is an evidence of the confidence which this Administration has in him. 

 
There are, at present, two Rent Tribunals in the State. They were set up to hear and 

determine tenancy disputes in respect of residential accommodation. Given the volume of 

cases which come to these tribunals and the inconvenience which litigants have to put up 

with to avail themselves of their services, Government is considering the establishment 

of more tribunals. 
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The territorial jurisdiction of the Rent Tribunal whose members I have just sworn in covers 

Ilesa, lle-Ife and Ede Zones. Also sworn-in is the Chairman of the other Rent Tribunal whose 

jurisdiction covers Osbgbo, Ikirun and Iwo Zones. I implore them to discharge their duties 

with despatch and devoid of favour, fear or bias. 

 
The powers conferred by the Constitution on the Governor in respect of revising or revisiting 

decisions reached by the Court in respect of criminal matters are quite wide. These powers 

are spelt out in Section 212 of the Constitution. A careful reading of that 

constitutional provision reveals the enormous responsibility put on the Governor in this 

respect. The Constitution also provides for a body which will advise the Governor from 

time to time on the discharge of this significant constitutional duty. 

 
. The membership of the Advisory Council on Prerogative of Mercy, under the chair 

manship of the Attorney-General and Commissio ner for Justice, has been carefully 

selected to represent various relevant interests and sections of the State. In addition to 

the interests which they represent, the members who have just been sworn-in have 

been selected for their personal integrity and character. 

 
I wish to congratulate all the members of these various bodies on their appointments and to 

assure them of the co-operation of Government in the discharge of their duties. I appeal to 

you all to live up to expectation by discharging yourselves creditably in your various 

assignments. 

 
I thank you sincerely for accepting to serve the State, and I wish you a successful 

tenure. 
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LAWS ARE A PART OF THE IDENTITY OF A STATE 
 

Speech Delivered At the Inauguration of the Law Revision Committee of Osun 

State on Tuesday, 28th  Day of March, 2000.                                                               ' 
 

 

Osun State came into being in August 1991 by virtue of the States (Creation and 

Transitional Provisions) Decree of that year. This Decree created the then new State by 

existing its present territory from the old Oyo State. 

 
By the force of law dictated by circumstances, convenience and expediency, Osun State 

brought with it, along with other assets and liabilities, the full complement of all the Laws that 

were in force in the old Oyo State at the time to Osun State. 

 
I should point out that this arrangement was not unusual. It was in keeping with the accepted 

practice world-wide to tide over an excised territory as it grapples with the problems of 

settling down and forging its own identity. 

 
An important aspect of a State's identity is its Laws. They serve, among other purposes, 

as the legal framework on which the policies and activities of Government are erected. The 

laws also define for the citizens the standards of acceptable conduct and the legally attainable 

goals and aspirations. 

 

In a federal political arrangement (such as is the case in Nigeria,) the Constitution is the 

original Law from which all other laws partly derive their authenticity. 
 

I 

It is however  regrettable  that, since the creation of Osun State, it has relied almost 

completely  on the Laws Which it inherited from old Oyo State.   No effort has been 

made to examine each of these laws with a view to bringing them in line with the 

circumstances of our state and its peculiarities. 

 
I should  mention  that this lack of its own laws was one of the areas which my 

Administration identified as requiring compelling urgent attention.   The task of your 

Committee, therefore, is to carefully sift through the existing laws currently in force in 

Osun State with a view to streamlining and possibly  trimming them.   The exercise 

must  be informed  by the need  to make  the laws  meaningful and  relevant  to the 

aspirations of our people. 

 
All the members of your Committee were carefully selected. My choice of Honourable 

J.A. Olowofoyeku, a retired judge of Osun State Judiciary, as Chairman of the Committee, 

is not only a measure of the confidence which this Administration has in his competence and 

wealth of experience, but also the importance which Government attaches to this assignment. 
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I am confident that your Committee will go about this task with the expertise and despatch 

expected from such carefully selected professionals. I wish-to assure you of Government's 

co-operation in facilitating the work of your Committee. 

 
While congratulating you on your membership of this Committee, I thank you for accepting 

to serve Osun State in this capacity. 

 
Thank you and God bless. 
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IFE AND MODAKEKE ARE OF THE SAME ANCESTRY 
 

An Address Delivered by Chief Bisi Akande, Governor of Osun State At The Inaugu 

ration of the Ife/Modakeke Peace Committee   at the Governor's Office, Osogbo, on 

Friday, 24
th

 March, 2000. 
 

 

Like most of the people in the South-west of River Niger, Ife and Modakeke communi 

ties are part of the same Yoruba nationality who descended from the same ancestor called 

Oduduwa.  Their original home was Ile-Ife. Some one thousand years ago, the same people 

with the same language, culture and way of life, dispersed for reasons of congestion into 

different kingdoms within the same Yorubaland.  Mr President, while your remote 

great great grand people went to Owuland, my own went to Igbominaland.  While those 

of Ife remained at our cradle, those of the Modakeke went to Oyoland.  In other words, 

Ife and Modakeke communities are people of the same original parentage. 

 
As soon as the Oyo empire collapsed and Ibadan became established as the Yoruba war 

camp, the war of resistance and repulsion against the Fulani Jihadists began all over Yorubaland 

and it lasted for about 100 years.  As a people, most of us had to re-locate and re-mix'- by 

circumstances of wars into different lands of our next- of-kin in different directions, either 

within our original kingdom or in the other neighbouring kingdom, within the same Yorubaland. 

 
When the Oyo empire collapsed between 1790 and 1810, the population of migrants to 

Ife area  became  noticeable. The Fulani Jihadists'  attacks  on  the  northern  parts  of 

Yorubaland between  1810  and 1840 increased the migration from  cavalry warfare in 

the savannah area of Oyo to the thick forest area of Ife kingdom.  The refugee situation 

at lle-Ife became most accentuated  between 1825 and 1840 after the founding General 

and first  ruler  of  Ibadan  (,as the  Yoruba  war camp)  Chief  Okunade Maye  (an  Ife · 

indigene) was  overthrown by the  Oyo  at  Ibadan, and  his  loyalists returned to 

Ife-kingdom. 

 
The pressure of inconvenience from these migrating refugees began to cause frictions 

and hostilities between  the· Ife and their returnee  kinsmen.  The  resultant  feuds from 

generation to generation have always prevented proper cultural re-assimilation between 

the native and the returnee dwellers of Ife kingdom since 1810.   These led to the split 

which re-located  returnee quarters  which eventually gave rise to Modakeke  within the 

kingdom. 

 
In 1849, the attack on Ife by Ibadan was alleged by the Ife to have had the connivance and 

support of the Modakeke and the subsequent battle created too deep a wound on· the Ife 

people.   Between 1849 and 1890 things were not easy between Ife and Modakeke 

communities. All scores were constantly settled by wars and violence. 

Between 1893 and 1914, the demonstration of force by the British foreign colonial overlords 

in the enforcement of what they termed as the Treaty of Peace and the establishment of 
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the Ibadan Native Authority in 1893 created sufficient fear and confusion in the minds of 

the post-war community resettlers among the various kingdoms all over the Yoruba land. 

 
Between 1893 and 1916, however, particularly in 1909, the Colonial Authority toyed with 

.the idea that the people of Modakeke be evacuated to Ode-Omu between Gbongan and Ede 

to be administered by the Ibadan Native Authority: This action was said to have been based 

on the Treaty of Peace brokered by the British between the Ibadan and the Ekiti Parapo in 

1886. 

 
Nonetheless, the state visit of Ooni of Ife to Lagos on the invitation of the Colonial 

Governor of Southern Nigeria in 1903 re-established the sacredness of the esteemed 

position of the Ooni of Ife among all the citizens of the Yoruba Nation. In 1914, Nigeria 

came into being and, in 1916, Ife Native Authority (which had jurisdiction over the 

present-day Osun East Senatorial District and Ila and Ifedayo Local Governments) was 

proclaimed next to Ibadan Native Authority with jurisdiction over the present West 

Senatorial Districts of Osun State minus the Igbomina of Ila and Ifedayo Local 

Governments. Since the creation of Ife Native Authority, particularly for the sixty 

years between 1920 and 1980, the process of perfect assimilation took place among the two 

generations of the people of Ife and the Oyo of Modakeke except that each community 

remained identifiable by traces of her dialect within Yoruba language. 

 
Following the recommendations of Justice Alao's Commission for the creation of more 

local governments ip the old Oyo State in 1981, a disagreement began between Ife and 

Modakeke communities as to how many local governments should the then Oranmiyan 

Local Government be broken into.  While the Ife people wanted the area to remain as 

one local government, the Modakeke people demanded a separate Local Government 

of their own. This situation provoked the opening of new wounds on matters of land 

ownership and geographical boundaries for any proposed local government in the area. 

The then Oyo State House of Assembly refused to create new local governments from 

the then Oranmiyan; and new wars were fought in form of protests and riots in 1981 

and 1983. 

 
This crisis resulting from demand for local government creation became accentuated 

by the seeming indecision of creating Ife East Local Government by the military 

authority in 1997 out of the Ife Central Local Government, which the same military 

authority created in 1989 without answering the questions of land-ownership and bound 

aries which have always been the bone of contention and a prelude to matter of demands of 

each side since about the past one hundred and seventy-five years. The military first sited the 

headquarters of the Local Government at Enu-Owa quarters among the Ife community. 

There was protest. They shifted the Headquarters to Modakeke. There was another protest. 

They again shifted the Headquarters to Oke-Ogbo-in Ilode quarters on the outskirts of Ile-

Ife on the way to Ifewara. 
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This was immediately followed by a prolonged war, between Ife and Modakeke, from August 

1997 to January 1999.  The peace committee set up immediately thereafter was not 

taken seriously by the warring factions to the dispute and had become dithering by the 

time this democratic Administration came into office last May, 1999. 

 
Mr. President, as soon as we came to office, we began series of consultations about which I 

have regularly briefed Your Excellency. We all believe that dialogue should precede 

steps towards the crisis resolution. The Federal and the Osun State Governments were not 

permitted to take the planned steps when the most recent crisis started on· Friday, 3rd  

March, 2000. Police moved in immediately to control the riots. It began to escalate on 

Sunday 5th  March, 2000. Police strength was immediately increased. I declared a 

curfew on Tuesday, 7
th

 March, 2000. Since then, riots abated and calmness returned to Ile -

Ife including Modakeke area but battle, in the usual pattern, moved to the villages 

particularly in Ife South Local Government, with skirmishes of guerrilla murder in the city 

corners where one's house is in the neighbourhood of  the other. 

 
I have had meetings with leaders and representatives of both sides to the crisis some of whom 

might have still been influencing fighting by financing or personally promoting riots and guerrilla 

murders. Constantly, the youths are being blamed for engineering killings, arsons and distur 

bances. But what about the shootings by both sides every night ever since, inspite of the 

curfew? Who p ys and arranges for the procurement of the arms and the ammunitions? The 

press has not helped matters at all by publishing inflammatory untruths. Both sides indicate 

that the immediate cause of this ongoing crisis points to religious fanaticism and press sensa 

tionalism. 

 
Mr President, can we now ask that all the Yoruba people should return to the cradle to 

compound the problems-of congestion and wars in the area?  Can anybody now try 

another mass evacuation of a people from the area to separate them? Can we decide to 

look-on and allow these members of the same family to continue to destroy themselves 

without government intervention? 

 
The President and I have discussed. Both the Federal and the Osun State Governments 

seem to believe that dialogue among the interests concerned should precede any other 

possible solution. Yet, dialogue is not possible without a cease-fire. Already, damages 

to property were extensive and 34 persons have been reported dead (i.e. 23 in the home 

fronts and 11 in the farmsteads). The villages in Atakunmosa and Aiyedade Local Govern 

ments now serve as refugee ,camps with thousands of people rendered homeless. Fed 

eral, State and Local Governments would have a lot to do by Way of relief assistance pro 

vided both sides to the crisis appreciate the value of peaceful resolution of the problems. 
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Your Excellency as well as the Government of Osun State believe that the age 
long controversy is not one that can be solved by a once and for all time approach. We 
also believe that there is need for a continuous pragmatic and sincere adjustment of 

positions. In the circumstances and particular experiences, a committee at the centre which 
will bring all the parties together for continuous dialogue is inevitable and appropriate 

for a lasting peace between the two communities. May I at this stage, Mr President, present 

to you the membership of the new Peace Committee which represents the different shades 
of opinions across Yorubaland for your inauguration. 

 
I thank you. 
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OSUN STATE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST 

WOMEN IN MAKING PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 

An Address Delivered At The Swearing-In Ceremony of Three Judges of Osun State 

High Court On 21 December, 2000 
 

 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to this swearing-in ceremony of three judges of 

the Osun State High Court. 
 

The honourable judges who have just been sworn in are the first set of judges to be appointed 

since the inception of this Administration. That two of the three appointees are women clearly 

demonstrates the regard in which my government holds women. Since my administration is 

committed to excellence, I will not relent in my efforts to select the best available men and 

women to serve the State in various capacities. It is hoped that, by their appointments, these 

new judges will ensure that the expectations of the society in their integrity will not be 

misplaced. 
 

While I fully support the principle of an independent judiciary, I wish to state, without 

equivocation, that the present constitutional arrangement, Wider which the country's judiciary 

has assumed a unitary structure, is antithetical to a true federal system of government. This is a 

matter that deserves an urgent reconsideration. 
 

I have  said  it  before; and  I wish  to  say  it again   that,  as  a demonstration of  this 

Administration's belief  in the independence of the judiciary,  my government has not 

and will never, in any way, interfere  with the dispensation of justice  in the State.  We 

have allowed our courts to adjudicate unhindered and without pressure howsoever.  We 

are convinced that people who seek justice in our courts have a right to expect it. This 

Administration will continue to wish that they get it. 
 

I should mention also my government's unfailing  commitment to the rule of law.  This 

Administration will observe the law scrupulously because to do otherwise is to imperil 

the existence of government itself. Government is the potent and omnipresent teacher 

which, for good or for ill, communicates with the people by its example. If government 

becomes  a law-breaker, it breeds contempt  for the law; it invites every man to become 

a law unto himself   -  a real invitation to anarchy. 
 

I wish to congratulate the Honourable Chief Judge  and other  members  of the Judicial 

Service  Commission for the process which culminated in today's ceremony. 
 

I congratulate the new Judges: Honourable  Justice Tunde Awotoye, Honourable Justice Gloria 

Oladoke, and Honourable Justice Adepele Ojo on their elevation. I am of the view that they 

will learn to be strong enough, in the face of whatever odds, to resist the antics of anybody to 

rattle them into miscarriage of justice. I wish them a rewarding and fulfilling tenure. 

 
May God bless you all. 
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                                 MOVING OSUN STATE TO PROSPERITY 
 

Budget Speech on the Policies and Programmes of the Government of Osun State of 

Nigeria for the 2001 Fiscal Year, Presented to Osun State House of Assembly on 

...January.2001. 
 

 
 

Introduction 
 

The Year 2001 Annual Budget of Osun State will be the second for this Administration and 

the tenth to be presented by successive  Administrations since the inception of Osun State. 

Inspite of your being in recess, I decided to put the estimates of Revenues and Expenditure 

before this Honourable House of Assembly in December 2000 in keeping with Section 121 of 

the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Today, I stand before this House 

with a view to joining the members in setting the tone of the deliberations on the Appropriation 

Bill. 

 
The implementation of the Year 2000 Budget triggered  off a running battle, as it were, 

between uncertain and dwindling revenue on the one hand, and the insatiable propensity to 

incure recurrent expenditure  on the other. The result is the very limited resources available 

for developing and maintaining capital  infrastructure. This scenario played out against 

the background of a lot of noise and, atimes, riotous and violent acrimony. My government 

was thus caught in the crossfire occasioned by this fiscal warfare. It is gratifying to report that 

we survived its destabilising consequences. 

 
I painted a graphic picture of the over-dependence of the populace on the State's 

meagre  resources  when  I presented  the Year 2000 Budget to this Honourable House. I 

explained then that the situation had landed the State into huge debts accumulated over 

the years on invisibles. The priviledged military, with the connivance of the leadership of the 

civil service and some spurious contractors and agents, should be held accountable for 

this unfortunate  state of affairs; the consequence of which is the economic impoverishment 

of the mass of our people.  I pledged then that I would ensure a change in the direction of 

visible infrastructural development of the state such as should imbue confidence in 

government among the citizenry. 

 
Unfortunately, two major constraints militated against the full realization of this 

aspiration. There is the lack of proper understanding of the workings of democracy on 

the part of the political leadership, and the aversion of the present Federal Government to the 

practice of true Federalism. 

 
Democracy 

 

It is fraudulent to climb to political power on the peoples votes, but fail to use the State's 

resources in a democratic sense to fulfill the social needs of the people and promote their 

52 



 

Bisi Akande                                                                                                                Moving Osun State to Prosperity 

 

economic well-being.  Apart from the satisfaction of the basic needs of education, good 

health and potable water, the economic well-being of the people are further promoted by the 

provision of good roads, adequate power supply and other infrastructural facilitators of 

development. Other items of expenditure outside this list embarked upon by political leaders 

are merely self-serving.  Such expenditure ought to be reduced to the barest minimum 

possible. 

 
Federalism 

 

Professor Adebayo Adedeji, an economist, a former Nigerian Minister of Economic Planning 

and a former Head of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (E. C. A), in his 

keynote address to the First Annual Colloquium of the Adekunle Ajasin Foundation:, 

described "Federalism" as a system of government in which ''there are only two tiers- the 

federal government and the federating units and that under no circumstances should the 

federal government interfere in the exclusive jurisdiction of each of the federating units". 

 
Local Governments are NOT and CANNOT be a tier of government in a Federal arrange 

ment. They are under the authority of the respective states. The Local Government is an 

administrative agent of the federating units (i.e. the States) mainly to serve as development 

points between the local people and the federating units.  On the other hand, the State is 

NOT and must NOT be seen as an agent of the Federal Government.  It is a co-ordinate 

government to the Federal Government. Each is superior to the other only in respect of the 

functions allotted to it by the Constitution. 

 
Self-Aggrandisement 

 

These two constraints impeded to a great extent the performance of our Year 2000 

Capital Budget.  They also accounted for the unanticipated increase in our recurrent 

expenditure which warranted a Supplementary Appropriation Bill in November 2000. 

It is pertinent to stress that Capital Expenditure is mostly supposed to be for the benefit 

of the generality of the public, while Recurrent Expenditure represents substantially the 

entitlement and welfare package of the political and civil service functionaries of 

government.   For as long as recurrent expenditure is bigger than capital expenditure, 

for that long would our claim to be taking care of the social and economic well-being of 

the  generality of the public, who voted us into office, remain a ruse. 

 
In year 2000, we realised less than N9 billion revenue, instead of the projected revenue 

ofN12 billion, but we spent about N7 billion for recurrent expenditure instead of the 

estimated N5.2 billion. In other words, we earned less income but spent much more for on 

recurrent expenditure. Substantially, this huge recurrent expenditure went to fund the in 

creases in salaries and allowances recommended by the Federal Government during the 

year, together with about Nl.5 billion which we paid as arrears of debts inherited from the 

Military on staff salaries, pensions and-gratuities. 
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The situation has been most critical in many of our "city-local governments" such as in Ikirun, 

Ikire, Iwo, Ilesa and Osogbo areas because the Federal Government, which has not been 

contributing its quota of revenue to local governments, indulged in direct deductions from their 

statutory allocations to pay teachers' salaries, buy vehicles for the Police, and to buy, furnish 

and maintain secretariats for the Association of Local Government Chairmen, without 

bothering to pay the pensions of retired primary school teachers. 

 
This practice is most unconstitutional, backward-looking, and poverty- aggravating to the 

extreme.  It is an abuse of the process of governance  in view of the fact that the Federal 

Government has no authentic statistics of the needs of each local government regarding the 

ratio of teacher-S to pupils and regarding their qualifications viz-a-viz their emoluments. Such 

practice  only creates an avenue for corruption and cheating. Why should  the Federal 

Government arrogate to itself the knowledge and the right to determine priorities of the local 

governments as regards the brand of vehicles their police would ride and the luxury of the 

magnificence of the house that befits the association of their chairmen- particularly when the 

local governments are, indeed, only agents of the State Government in urban-rural integrated 

development? 

 
Mr Speaker and Honourable members, you and I should accept that Democracy without 

Federalism in a multi-ethnic community like Nigeria is fraught with danger.  Such a 

democracy as now practised in this country seeks to uniformise expenditure without 

establishing parity of income.   No wonder, it breeds poverty  in the midst of plenty. It 

generates discontentment among the unemployed. It also promotes social  incendiaries 

and galvanises violence. 
 

.It is inconceivable that the Federal Government, or any of its agencies, should arrogate 

to itself  the right to award  contracts  from  Abuja  for the building  of class rooms  for 

primary  schools  all over  Nigeria.  The  unconstitutionality of such  thinking  apart,  no 

agency of the Federal Government  can claim sufficient  knowledge  of the peculiarities 

of each  of the Local Governments to afford  it the necessary  competence to serve  its 

needs. It is not surprising, therefore, to observe a marked inferiority in the quality of Federal 

G6vemment-awarded classroom blocks of the 1976 UPE era compared  with those built 

twenty-one years earlier during Chief Obafemi Awolowo's Free Primary Education scheme. 

Regrettably, some functionaries of the State Government are yet to shed the toga of militarism 

and unitarism and are, thus, being left behind in our march to true federalism. 

 
Review of Year 2000 Budget 

 

Despite the administrative concision occasioned by the conflict between unitarism and 

federalism, Osun State, in the year 2000, has continued the pursuit of its four programmes of 

(a)  Free Education for all at all levels, 

(b)  Free Medical Services for all citizens, 
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(c) 

(d) 

Rural Integrated Development, and 

Full and gainful self-employment, using locally available technical and 

technological possibilities. 

 
As we are all aware, the year 2000 Budget of Osun State was a deficit one. The initial size of 

the Budget was N11, 872,368,132. (Eleven billion, eight hundred and seventy two million, 

three hundred and sixty-eight thousand, one hundred and thirty-two naira only).  When the 

Supplementary Budget of N2,329,695,000 was  added, the size  increased to 

N14,202,063,132 (Fourteen billion, two hundred and two million,  sixty-three thousand 

and one hundred and thirty-two naira only). The total revenue projection for Year 2000, in 

the initial Budget together with the Supplementary Budget, was N11, 658, 040.070 (Eleven 

billion, six hundred and fifty-eight million, forty thousand and seventy naira only) out of 

whichN4,190, 152,240.00 (or 35.94%)  was expected  from borrowings and loans (i.e. 

Capital Receipts). 

 
As at the end of November 2000,  the total actual disbursable revenue  collection  was 

N8,282,434,791.49  (Eight  billion  two hundred  and eighty-two million,  four hundred 

and thirty-four thousand, seven hundred and ninety-one naira, forty-nine kobo)  which was 

58.32% of the budget.  The expected revenue from borrowings and loans (i.e. Capital Re 

ceipts) did not materialise. Hence, most of the budgeted Capital Projects in the areas of 

water supply, roads and rural development could not be executed on the scale we had antici 

pated.  We shall work harder on this in the ensuing year. 

 
As I observed  earlier,  the disturbing trend of our expenditure pattern  in the out-going 

year  is that,  out  of the total  actual  expenditure, recurrent  expenditure took  the  lion 

share.  By November 2000, recurrent expenditure was 83.31%  while only 16.69%  was 

spent on Capital  Expenditure. In spite of this lopsided  fiscal circumstance, our efforts. 

so far include  the following: 

 
(a)  In the year 2000, we enjoyed the appreciation and the praise of all sectors 

of the national security agencies.  We made surer in-road to peace in Ile-Ife 

and environs.  Crime rate was drastically reduced throughout the rest of the 

State. It is our hope to continue to seek further improvement in these 

regards, as the primary function of any government is the provision of the 

security of life and property of its citizens. 

 
(b)        We purchased adequate drugs and equipment for the execution of the Free 

Health programme of Government. In addition, the state partook in the 

type of health delivery being enjoyed in the Americas when we invited 

medical practitioners from there to diagnose and treat our people.   About 

5,000 of our citizens benefited from this arrangement. 
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(c)  We provided educational materials and equipment to schools, and we 

established a state-of-the-art Computerized Examinations Centre to 

process the preparation and results of all examinations conducted by the 

State Ministry of Education; 

 
(d)  We constructed and rehabilitated a number of roads and purchased  road 

construction equipment worth millions of naira for the execution of direct 

labour projects of government; 

 
(e)  We have stocked water treatment chemicals sufficient for all the State's 

requirements for sometime; 

 
(f)  We pursued modern development of the Osun State Broadcasting 

Corporation (OSBC); 
 

 

(g) We paid counterpart funds for foreign-assisted Projects; 

 
(h)  We purchased substantial shares in viable companies including those being 

privatised by the Federal Government; 

 
(i) We constructed the first phase of the Governor's Lodge at Abuja; 

 

 

(j)  We constructed 42 apartments in seven locations under the Rural Housing 

Scheme for teachers and other public officers posted to rural areas; 
 

 

(k)  We gave substantial Capital Grants to the LAUTECH Teaching Hospital 

and College of Health Sciences in Osogbo; 

 
(I)  We also  gave substantial Capital Grants/ Subventions to LA UTECH 

main  campus at Ogbomoso and to our Government ,s parastatals/ 

corporations and four tertiary institutions; 

(m)  We completed and furnished the Legislators' Quarters and other staff 

quarters; 

 
(n)  We played host to both the President and the Vice-President of the 

Federal Republic of N igeria; and 
 

 

(o)   We set in motion the construction of the first phase of the New State 

Secretariat in Osogbo which is expected to be completed within the next 

ten months. 
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THE YEAR 2001 BUDGET OF OSUN STATE: 
 

The year 2001 Budget of Osun State, like that of the previous year, is a deficit one. Its size is 

N20,482,470,700 (Twenty billion, four hundred and eighty-two million, four hundred and 

seventy thousand, seven   hundred naira only). The total revenue projection is 

Nl6,276,861,000 (Sixteen billion, two hundred and seventy-Six million, eight hundred 

and sixty-one thousand naira). Thus, the expressed deficit component, like in the previous 

year, is N4,205,609,700 (Four billion, two hundred and five million, six hundred and nine 

thousand, seven hundred naira) or 20.53% of the Budget. 

 
During the 2001 fiscal year, we should therefore concern ourselves more with meaningful 

actions than rhetorics.  We should work towards continued peace rather than rancour and 

acrimony. The progress and physical development of Osun State should be given a boost. It 

is only then that the mandate given to all of us-the Executive and the Legislators alike 

would not have been misplaced.  We should, therefore, work harder to justify that mandate. 

In this regard, the policy thrusts of the Year 2001 Budget of Osun State will include the 

following:- 

 
(a)  consolidation of our gains in the areas of qualitative education and good 

health care, without which no meaningful development can take place; 
 

 

(b)  improvement on the provision of basic infrastructure like rural and urban 

roads, provision of potable  water, electricity and reliable information 

system for our people; 

 
(c)  running an open and transparent administration based on the principles 

of Accountability, Prudence and Probity; 

 
(d)   development of a Public Service that is result-oriented, efficient, effective and 

responsive with a view to making it one of the best in the Federation; 

and 
 

 

(e)  emphasizing the need  for the practice of true  Federalism within a 

truly democratic polity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

57 



 

BisiAkande  Moving Osun State to Prosperity 

 

Summary of the Budget 
 

Items 
 

 
 

A Recurrent Revenue 

 
(i) Internally Generated Revenue 

of Ministries and Departments 

 
(ii)  Internally Generated Revenue of 

Statutory Bodies and Higher 

Institutions retained for their use 

 
Sub-Total for IGR 

 
(ill)  Statutory Allocation 

 
(iv) ValueAddedTax(VAn 

                Estimates        Percentage of Total 

      Revenue (%) 
 
 
 

 
1,281,856,000  7.88 

 

 
 
 
 
 

205,005,000  1.26 

 
1,486,661.000 9.14 

 

 

7,200,000.000  44.23 
 

 

660,000,000  4.05 

 

Total for Recurrent Revenue 

 
Capital Receipts 

 
Total Revenue 

9,346,861 000 57.42 
 

 

6,930,000,000  42.58 
 

 

16,276,861,000 100.00 
 
 
 

 

Items 
 

 
 

B. Expenditure 

 
Recurrent Expenditure: 

                Estimates        Percentage of Total 

         Revenue (%) 

 

(i) 
 

 

(ii) 

Personnel Costs 

 
Overhead Costs 

5,927,600,000.  28.94 
 

 

1,307'787,000  6.38 

 

(iii)  Consolidated Revenue Fund 

Charges 

 

 

1,202,183,700  5.87 
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Total Recurrent Expenditure 

* Capital Expenditure 

Total Expenditure 

8,437,570,700 

12,044,900,000 

20,482,470,700 

41.19 

58.81 

100.00 
 

 
 

Budget Deficit (B-A) N4,205,609,700.00 
 

 
 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE: 
 

 

Capital Expenditure is the core of the budget. It is the only aspect of the budget that touches 

directly on the lives of the citizenry. The Capital Expenditure budget objectives for year 

2001 include the following: 
 

 

(a)  adoption of the principle of zero-based budgeting, as approved for the Year 

2000 Budget, whereby allocations to projects were defended and justified, 

even in respect of on-going capital projects; 
 

 

(b)      evaluation of all projects on the basis of their potential contribution to 

poverty alleviation and their multiplier effects on growth and development; 
 

 

(c)       desire to avoid accumulating unpaid contract bills during the tenure of 

this Administration as that is consistent with the belief of Government that 

this State cannot afford to continue to pile up abandoned projects, waste its 

scarce resources paying fluctuation or delayed claims on such abandoned 

projects. 
 
 
 

Hence, efforts will be made to complete all on-going projects already started by this 

Administration. Efforts will also be made to maintain and service the existing structures 

and also start new ones which will be equitably spread among the three Senatorial Districts, 

the nine Federal Constituencies and within the existing thirty Local Governments. The total 

size of the Capital Budget for the 2001 fiscal year is Nl2,044,900,000 (Twelve billion, forty 

four million, nine hundred thousand naira) or 58.81% of the Budget size.  It has to be noted, 

however, that part of the funds projections for Capital Budget are either fro m Loans or 

External grants. 
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The Sectoral and Sub-sectoral classifications of the provisions are as follows:- 

 
Osun State of Nigeria Estimates 2001: 

Summary of Capital Expenditure Sectoral Allocation 
 

 

Head  Details of Expenditure  Estimates (N)  Allocation  % 
 

450 A. Economic Sector  

 

451 
 

Agriculture and Rural 

Development 

 
 

/3,000,000 

 
 

0.61 

 

452 
 

Livestock 
 

1,000,000 
 

0.008 

 

453 
 

Forestry 
 

500,000 
 

0.004 

 

454 
 

Fisheries 
 

500,000 
 

0.004 

 

455 
 

Urban/Rural Electrification 
 

40,000,000 
 

 

456 
 

Industry, Commerce, Finance 

and Cooperatives 

 

 

137,336,070 

 

 

1.14 

 

457 
 

Transportation 
 

3,495,000,000 
 

29.02 

 

Sub-Total 3,747,336,070  31.11 
 

 
 

B.   Social Service Sector 
 

458 Education 436,000,000 3.62 

 

459 
 

Health 
 

443,500,000 
 

3.68 

 

460 
 

Information & Culture 
 

167,600,000 
 

1,39 

 

461 
 

Social Dev. Youths & Sports 
 

12,900,000 
 

0.11 

 

462 
 

Sub-Total 
 

1,060,000,000 
 

8.80 
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C.  Regional Planning & Environmental 

Development Sector 
 

463 Water Resources 436,000,000 29.89 

 

464 
 

Health 
 

443,500,000 
 

1.68 

 

465 
 

Information & Culture 
 

167,600,00D 
 

0.68 

 

466 
 

Social Dev. Youths & Sports 
 

12,900,000 
 

0.04 

  

Sub-Total 
 

3,886,200,000 
 

32.27 

 

 

D.        General Administration Sector 

 
467                  General Administration       3,351,363,930                27.82 

 
GRAND TOTAL  12,044,900,000  100.00 

 

 
 

Highlight of Projects 

The highlights of the programmes and projects slated for execution in the various 

Sectors/Sub-Sectors of Osun State Administration and economy in year 2001 are as 

stated hereunder:- 

 
Education: 

 

Government will continue to accord Education the priority it deserves because a well 

educated person will be more productive, more effective and more efficient in 

contributing to the growth and development of his society. 

 
Primary Education: 

Education will continue to be free for all pupils in the primary schools. In year 2000, a total of 

222 additional class-rooms were built and equipped with new furniture. They are now at 

various stages of completion. Many more will be built in the coming years until all the old and 

dilapidated school buildings will have been replaced for the comfort of the pupils. 

The State Primary Education Board will be encouraged to ensure adequate provision of 

suitable teachers for all our primary schools, while supervision will be geared towards ensur 

ing proper teaching of the pupils at such foundation levels. The payment of Primary Schools' 

Staff Salaries and the disengagement entitlements of retirees in form of pensions and gratuities 

will be given proper attention. For the present, the Federal Government has unconstitutionally 
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usurped the payment of the salaries of primary school teachers in order to wreck local 

governments' programmes in education and to the detriment of the payment of the 

entitlements of retired primary school teachers. 

 
While efforts will continue to be made to let the Federal Government know its limitations, 

Osun State Government cannot continue to see its retired primary school teachers wallow in 

penury in their old age.  The situation haste change.  Pending the time the Federal 

Government will see reason, provisions are being made in the Budget for the payment of the 

retirement benefits of our Primary School teachers within the limit of available fund. 

 
Secondary Education: 

 

(a)  As in the year 2000, there will be no payment of School fees or education levy in 

the Secondary Schools in the State; 

(b)       Government will continue to off-set the costs of internal examinations of 

students in the secondary schools; 

(c)       Emphasis will be placed on the teaching of the Sciences, Mathematics and 

English Language in all our Secondary Schools.  In this regard, the newly 

established 24 Schools of Science, in addition to the 3 existing ones, will be 

adequately staffed and equipped; 

 
(d)       Running grants based on school population will continue to be given to our 

Secondary Schools; 

 
(e)  Provision of teaching apparatus and infrastructure in our secondary schools will 

be accorded great attention; 

 
(f)  A State Schools Monitoring Organ will be established to ensure mat everybody 

involved in education delivery is alive to his/her responsibilities and to ensure that 

we get value for money from our investments on Education. 

 
Technical Education: 

 

In the outgoing year, a Committee was set up to advise on the establishment of seven new 

technical colleges in the State. The colleges did not take off because Government later realised 

that sciences were not being adequately taught in our secondary schools. 

Efforts will, however, be made in the new year to establish fourteen (14) new technical 

colleges in addition to the existing two at Osogbo and lle-Ife, thereby increasing out technical 

colleges to sixteen (16). 

 
My Government has decided to accord functional technical education the desired priority in 

order to put Osun State on a modern developmental plane, since modern civilisation 
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depends on Science and Technology. All the proposed and existing technical colleges 

will be adequately staffed and equipped. 

 
Tertiary Education: 

(a) The four (4) tertiary institutions solely owned by Osun State will continue to be funded 

to enable them to perform their assigned functions efficiently and effectively. 

However, each institution will be allowed considerable autonomy with a view to 

enabling it to hold its destiny in its hands. The Governing Council of each-institution 

will be the defacto employer of its staff. Each institution will be given Monthly 

subvention to be managed by its Governing Council. It will be unacceptable for any 

tertiary institution to always run cap-in-hand to the State Government for the solution 

of its internal problems; 

 
(b)    Adequate staffing and provision of facilities/equipment for each tertiary 

institution have been provided for in the budget; 

 
(c)   The policy which enables each tertiary institution to retain its Internally Generated 

Revenue (IGR) for its internal use will continue. It is, however, expected that the 

Governing Council will ensure the prudent utilization of human, financial and material 

resources of each institution; 

 
(d)       Government will give scholarships, based on merit, to science and technology 

students in our tertiary institutions; 

 
(e)       The co-funding of the Ladoke Akintola University of Technology (LAUTECH) with 

Oyo State Government will continue in the new year; 
 

 

(f)        It is gratifying to note that the LAUTECH Teaching Hospital has taken off 

effectively in Osogbo. In the 2001 fiscal year, it is expected that the College of 

Health Sciences would also be moved down to Osogbo so that both the 

Pre-clinical and Clinical Students might henceforth attend their courses in Osogbo. 

Provisions are already made in the Budget for the accreditation facilities of 

the institution. 

 
Library Education: 

Government will continue to ensure that reading and research are encouraged at all levels of 

Education in the State. The State Library will be better stocked with relevant books and 

reading materials, while the National Library of Nigeria will be attracted to establish a branch 

in the State in the new year. 
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Health 
 

Government is desirous of pursuing more effectively its Free Health programmes in the 

realisation that a healthy person will be very productive and useful to the society. 

 
During the outgoing year, and in fulfilment of its promise to the electorate, Government 

provided drugs and dressings free of charge in all our health institutions. The timely provision 

of these drugs and dressings has increased the percentage patronage of the Government 

hospitals by about 400%. 

 
In order to accommodate the sudden increases in hospital patronage, the State Government 

has rehabilitated, renovated and provided more health facilities, including the -provision of 

electricity generators to our hospitals at Iwo, Ede, and Ilesa. A well-equipped 

modern Laboratory was also constructed for students' use at the School of Health 

Technology, Ilesa. Perimeter fencing was carried out at Ikirun State Hospital and at the 

Comprehensive Health Centre, Ode-Omu. 20-bed Comprehensive Health Centres were 

commissioned at Iragberi and Kuta, while equipment worth N1.5 million was supplied 

to Iloko 20-Bed Comprehensive Health Centre. A number of health projects is also 

awaiting commissioning. These projects include the 40-bed Hospital at Oke-Ogbo, 

Ile-Ife and an additional 20-bed ward to complement the existing facilities at Asubiaro, 

Osogbo. 

 
In its efforts at eradicating the incidence of Polio and other childhood diseases, the Ministry 

of Health, together with the National Programme on Immunization, immunized over 

1 million children under 5 years of age in each round of Immunization Exercise under the 

National Immunization Days (NIDs) in the thirty Local Government Areas of Osun 

State. 
 

 

In the same vein, adequate provision has been made in the year 2001 Budget for the 

prosecution with greater vigour of the Health-care delivery programmes of Government. 

Government will also not relent in its efforts at increasing the number, and improving the 

working environment and the welfare of medical and health workers. 

 
Agriculture 

 

Agriculture is the mainstay of the economy of Osun State. Most of our people continue to 

earn their living directly or indirectly from agriculture. The policy of Government of basing 

the agricultural programmes on tripodal schemes will continue in the 2001 fiscal year. Thus:- 

 
(a) the School Agricultural Programme will be vigorously pursued to "catch 

them young" for agricultural training and enlightenment in our schools; 

 
(b)  the Farm Settlement Schemes will be encouraged, adequately funded 

and provided with access roads; 
 

64 



BisiAkande Moving Osun State to Prosperity  
 

(b)  the Farm Settlement Schemes will be encouraged, adequately funded 

and provided with access roads; 

(c) Cooperative Farming Schemes will be encouraged among school-leavers 

more than hitherto. 

 
Government will continue to subsidise the processes of land clearing, ploughing and harrow 

ing with a view to encouraging the production of food at relatively low costs through the 

above three schemes. Government will also continue to make available to all other interested 

genuine farmers subsidized agricultural inputs like seedlings, chemicals and implements as 

well as agricultural loans. 

 
Agriculture, in most civilised countries, is mostly a private business concern. Thus, the policy 

of our Government will be to provide the necessary enabling environment with a view to 

encouraging the private sector to participate more effectively in agriculture. The various 

agencies of Government currently engaged in agricultural development in Osun State (e.g. 

OSSADEP, Agric Mechanisation Corporation and Agric Credit Corporation) will be 

re-structured with a view to making them more efficient in their extension services to all 

sectors of agriculture. 

 
The Hand Tools Technology  Programme, designed to provide farmers with modem  but 

handy  farm  tools  with  a view  to maximising their  potential  profits  per unit of farm 

enterprise, will take off in Osun State in the new year. 

 
Forest regeneration activities will also be pursued in order to prevent our valuable forests 

from being totally depleted. The plundering and reckless depletion of our forests, which 

was the case in the past, will be stopped and future reoccurrence will be jealously guarded 

against. 
 

Integrated Development. 
 

Transportation: 
 

Transportation is one of the lead sub-sectors in the year 2001  Budget  of Osun  State. 

The allocation  to the sub-sector  is N3,495,000,000 (Three  billion,  four  hundred  and 

ninety-five million naira) or 29.02% of the Capital Budget. In the out-going year, most 

of the road constructions started by this Administration are on course and will soon be com 

pleted. 

 
In the 2001 fiscal year, provisions have been made in the Budget to maintain and rehabili 

tate our township and inter-city roads. Many other village roads are also slated for construc 

tion or rehabilitation in the new year. In most cases, we will prosecute our road construction/ 

rehabilitation programmes through direct labour by encouraging the Ministry of Works and 

Transport and the Ministry of Local Government to be up and doing. 
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Pressure is also being mounted on the Federal Government for the rehabilitation of the 

Federal roads in the State. It is hoped that those already started will soon be completed. 

 
Water Supply; 

 

The supply of potable rural and urban water to our teaming masses is also a priority of this 

Administration. The Capital fund allocation to the Sub-sector is the highest with a sum of 

N3,600,000 (Three billion, six hundred million naira) or 29.89% of the Capital Budget. Our 

efforts to source loans for the prosecution of Ilesa/Ejigbo Water Schemes are yet to be 

successful. We have obtained the Federal Government's guarantee for the loans. We will 

continue to make efforts to source the required loans. In the meantime, other avenues are 

being explored to ensure that our people in Ilesa and Ejigbo areas will be supplied potable 

water soon. The provision of potable water to other areas of the State will also be improved 

upon. 

 
Electrification: 

 

A total of N40million has been allocated to Rural and Urban Electrification. 

Government has written to and begun discussions with the Federal Ministry of Power 

and Steel concerning the peculiar problems of energy supply and distribution in Osun 

State. We have also asked our members in the National Assembly to assist in mounting 

further pressure towards early reconstruction of the system to the advantage of our people. 

 
Housing: 

 

Provision of quarters for teachers, health workers, agricultural extension workers and 

other public workers in the rural areas has been accorded a great priority by this 

Administration. Currently, work is going on in seven (7) rural locations where 42 housing 

units are being built on behalf of Government by the Osun State Property Development 

Corporation. Additional 84 housing units will be built in 14 additional rural locations before 

the end of this dry season. These housing units will serve as central points for rural road 

directions, rural water supply, rural electricity installations, rural agricultural and industrial 

establishments; and also as models for local government councils' rural development 

programmes. A sum ofN40 million has been allocated for the purpose in the Budget. 
 

Funds are also allocated to encourage individual workers obtain very soft loans to build their 

own houses through the Civil Service and the Teaching Service Housing Loan Schemes. 

 
Industry, Commerce, Finance and Cooperatives: 

 

The policy of Government on industrialisation will continue to be promotional. Government is 

not going to be involved in direct establishment of industries. Government will, however. 

continue to create a conducive environment for industrialisation to thrive through:- 
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(a) 

(b) 

and (c) 

the development of Industrial Estates; 

provision of Micro-Credit Schemes for small and median-scale enterprises; 

equity participation by Government in the share-holding structures of 

viable enterprises. 

 

I wish to use this opportunity to appeal to business men and women of Osun State origin to 

come and establish industries in the State. I 
 

In the area of Cooperatives, efforts will continue to be made to encourage our people to form I 
or join Cooperative Unions where their economic benefits could be more speedily realised. 

Efforts are urgently being made to complete the construction of the Cooperative College at 

Ode-Omu. 

 
Information: 

 

In year 2001, public Information System in Osun State will be overhauled and 

rejuvenated. The television and the radio organs of the Osun State Broadcasting 

Corporation will be reactivated. The Ministry of Information will be provided with the 

wherewithal to perform its assigned functions more effectively. A total sum-of 

N167,600.000 (One hundred and sixty-seven million, six hundred thousand naira) has 

been allocated to the information sub-sector in the Budget. 

 
The Fire Services Department will be strengthened and provided with relevant 

equipment like fire tender and other facilities to improve on its performance. 

 
Social Development, Women Affairs, Youth Development and Sports: 

 

It is clear to all of us that Government alone cannot meet all the needs of the society. 

Hence, Government will continue to encourage the various community-based 

organisations (CBOs) and the non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to participate in the 

growth and development of Osun State.  Self-help is often said to be the best help. 

Government will also continue its assistance to the handicapped and the disabled persons. 

 
Regarding Women Affairs, Government will continue to accord our daughters, sisters, 

wives and mothers the desired respect. They will be actively mobilised and enlightened about 

trades; crafts and industries from now on. It is, however, to be noted that the prosecution 

of our cardinal programmes of free education, free health services and rural 

integrated development are of greater advantage to women who often bear the brunt of poor 

education for their children, poor health and poor infrastructure more than men in the 

course of their daily businesses. 

 
Our idea of Youth Development is always to ensure that youths are caught young and piloted 

to meaningful activities. We are not interested in "trading" with sports. Rather, we want to 
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Gncourage meaningful sports development in our schools through the organisation of various 

relevant competitions among primary and secondary schools in the State. 

 
General Administution: 

 

Before we came on board, Osun State was the only State with neither a Liaison Office 

nor a Governor's Lodge in Abuja. Rather, succeeding Governments continued to use 

rented apartments. I have broken the jinx. In October, 2000, we picked out of the rented 

house at Abuja which was being used as Governor's Lodge. 

 
I am happy to announce that we have completed the first phase of the Governor's Lodge. 

Provisions are already made to complete the second phase in year 2001. Subsequent 

developments will be in phases in view of fund constraints. We are also looking 

forward to the development of an "Osun House" which will accommodate the Osun 

State Liaison Office at Abuja. The land allocated to Osun State for the purpose has 

been left unattended to since 1992. 

We also want to commercialise the Osun State Liaison Office, Ikoyi, Lagos while we 

are making efforts to purchase a smaller property at Ikeja GRA which we can also 

develop further to our moderate taste as a new Liaison Office for Lagos. 

 
Contracts for the construction of the new eleven-unit State Government Secretariat at 

Abere in Osogbo have been awarded. The project will be completed in year 2001. The 

payment schedule for the project has taken cognisance of the fund constraint reality of 

Government. 

 
The provision of vehicles, office equipment and facilities has also been provided for 

within the limit of fund projections in the 2001 Budget. 

 
The Judiciaryand the Legislature. 

 

The Capital Budget of the Judiciary is provided for since the National Judicial Council is, for 

now, responsible for deducting the Judiciary's recurrent expenditure from the Consolidated 

Account of the Federation. The Legislature also has been provided for interms of its recur 

rent and capital programmes within the limit of fund projections. 

 
Staff Welfare: 

 

We are all aware that when we came on board in May 1999, we met about 5 months' 

unpaid salaries of workers and about N200 million unpaid gratuities. We have cleared all the 

unpaid salaries. We have also nearly cleared all the outstanding gratuities. The newly 

introduced minimum wage again created a problem which has just been resolved. 

Henceforth, our workers will be paid as and when due.. 

 
Again, all of us should continue to press it on the Federal Government to abide with the 

Constitution of Nigeria by letting us practise true Federalism. Any unilateral determination 
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of the wage structure by the Federal Government is not acceptable in a Federation. It will 

continue to breed labour unrest, violence and instability such that make foreign investors 

unwilling to invest in Nigeria. This situation has aggravated the country's unemployment 

problem. 

 
Just as we cater for officers in active service, we are also going to cater for our  retired 

people.  This Administration cannot afford a situation whereby our senior citizens/ 

retirees will be left uncared for. We have, therefore, made adequate provisions in the Budget 

for the payment of the pensions and gratuities of entitled retirees. 

 
A stagnating Public Service is worse than dead. Therefore, adequate provision has also 

been made for the constant training of  public servants with a view to making them the 

best in the country. · 

 
Budget Implementation 

 

.  Experience has shown that poor budget implementation is the bane of budgeting in our 

society. Our Administration has, therefore, decided to tackle the problem headlong.  In 
each agency, there will be a Budget implementation monitoring organ to see to the 

implementation of the programmes and projects of the particular agency. 
 

 

At the macro-level, we have a Budget Implementation Committee and a Capital Projects. 

Implementation Monitoring  Committee  which will be involved  in the financial  and 

physical monitoring of budget implementation. A Price Reference System has been approved to 

be established very early in January 2001 in order to ensure that we get value for money. A 

situation  whereby different agencies  buy the same equipment  or material  at different 

uncompetitive prices should stop. Government Auditors have also been directed to be more 

alive to their responsibilities as the watch-dog of public funds. 

 
With all the programmes we have mapped out, I am confident that the year 2001 Budget 

will be faithfully implemented. However, it is necessary to sound a note of warning to all of us. 

The realisation of our expenditure projections will depend on how far the total revenue 

projections are actualised. 

 
In the first instance, there is an expressed Budget Deficit afN4,205,609,700 (Four billion, 

two hundred and five million, six hundred and nine thou and, seven hundred naira) which is 

34.92% of the Capital Budget. In the second place, there are other deficit elements in that 

loans are being expected for Water and Road Projects.  Thirdly, the Recurrent Budget 

surplus is only N909,290,300 (Nine hundred and nine million, two hundred and ninety 

thousand, three hundred naira) or 7.55% of the Capital Budget. Thus, if care is not taken, 

Government will lapse into borrowing money for the welfare of its functionaries or buying 

goods and services on credit for functionaries  self-benefit of our voters who, in fact, are the 

authentic owners of the government. 
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It, therefore, follows for now that only about 45.63%  of the Budget is fairly realistic, since 

that is the limit of recurrent revenue viz-a-viz the Budget size.  The implementation of 

the  Capital Budget depends mostly on the actualisation of the Capital  Receipts 

Projections: All agencies/functionaries of Government should, therefore, guard their loins 

and curtail their recurrent expenditure fund requests in the new year.  The Ministry of 

Finance and Economic Development should "watch" diligently the expenditure pattern of 

Government in the 2001 fiscal year. All hands should be on deck to improve on the internally 

generated revenue in the new year with a view to increasing the quantum of actual disbursable 

revenue. 

 
Conclusion: 

 

It will require greater understanding, selfless service and high patriotism from all of us 

to rescue Osun State  from  its financial  mess and economic  underdevelopment.   We 

should  always put the interest  of the State above our own personal  interests.   While I 

am thanking our Royal Fathers and all our well wishers for their assistance and support 

in  the  outgoing year,  I want  to  solicit more  understanding of  the  intentions of 

Government in the ensuing  years. 

 
Our  Government should  not  be self-serving.   We want  to improve the  lots  of the 

teeming  masses.  We have to develop for posterity.  We should continue to give peace a 

chance. We cannot afford to fail and we shall not fail, God willing. 

 
Mr Speaker  and Honourable members,  it is my hope that this Honourable House  will 

find no difficulty whatsoever in quickly passing the Year 2001 Budget Estimates which 

I have had the pleasure of placing before you.  This Appropriation Bill aims at drawing 

the roadmap  to prosperity in Osun  State- a prosperity which our people justifiably 

deserve and expect, a prosperity which even the meagre resources of our state can ensure, if 

efficiently and properly husbanded and selflessly harnessed  for the good of the greatest 

majority of the masses as provided for inthis bill already submitted for your consideration and 

approval.  May I be permitted to ask that Year 2001 budget be christened  "MOVING 

OSUN STATE TO PROSPERITY". 

 
May God bless you all in the noble efforts of MOVING OSUN STATE TO 

PROSPERITY. 

 
Thank you all and stay blessed. 
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AT THE START... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief  Bisi  Akande  receiving the instrument of   office  from the then 
Military Administrator: Col. Theophilus A. Bamigboye after being 
sworn-in on 29th May, 1999 at the Osun City Stadium 
. ..   It was indeed the beginning of a FRESH START... 



 

THE MAKING OF· A STATE 
 

 

 

 
 

The Se cretariat is the symbol of A STATEHOOD.   For the first 8 years of its 

existence,  rulers did not consider it essential for Osun State to have its own 

Secretariat. But Akande Administration took the bull by the horn, inspite of dearth 

of fund, had President Olusegun Obasanjo lay the foundation of the beautiful 

secretariat edifice in March 2000 when he came on a State visit. Almost   completed   

by  now,  government  business   will  henceforth be properly formulated, 

executed and coordinated therefrom 



 

PUBLIC STRUCTURES ARE THE 
SYMBOLS OF AN EMERGING  STATE 

 
 

 
Series of physical structures are being put in place by the Akande administration. The legislators 

quarters on Gbongan road; the romantically attractive OSBC complex; the millenium-compliant 

Governor's Lodge, Abuja and the aesthetically pleasing LAUTECH Teaching Hospital edifice In 

Osogbo. 



 

EDUCATION IS THE BEDROCK OF DEVELOPMENT 
 

 
 

The Akande administration has made EDUCATION FREE.  The hallmark of non 

payment  of  school  fees,  provision  of  infrastructures,  provision  of  conducive 

learning and teaching environment etc are being pursued.  A restructuring exercise. aimed at 

improving the standard of education is also being pursued on all fronts. 



 

1 
 

 
 

HEALTH IS WEALTH 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
In partial fulfilment of Alliance for Democracy (AD) electoral promises, the free health 

programme is being diligently pursued. More hospitals and health centres built across the state; 

about N60million equipment are purchased and distributed; patients are registered free,   

diagnosed free, treated free(including minor operations) and administered with free drugs.   

Children immunization against all forms of communicable diseases are being resolutely pursued. 



 

BACK TO THE LAND 
 

 
 

 
Agriculture is the main-stay of  Osun State economy. Akande .Administration has 
provided the enabling environment to promoting agriculture. School 
Agriculture, Expansion of Farm Settlements, Cooperative Farming and provision 
of farm tools implements, fingerlings, and seedlings at subsidized rates are means 
by which agriculture is being prom·oted. 

 

• 
 



 

COMMUNICATION MADE EASY 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
The  Akande  administration  has  made  provision   of  good  roads  a  priority  in 

realisation of its being apposite to creating a dynamic society. Today, most city and town 

roads have been asphalted, most major roads linking towns and villages have been made 

with asphalt over-lays while asphalted roads are being made to link those villages that 

have never witnessed it.  Road making equipment were bought to ensure the realisation 

ofthis noble dream. 



 

to 

GOOD TRANSPORTATION  IS A CATALYST 

TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

 
 

Transportation made easy! Good roads are complements to new vehicles. They both 

facilitate the economicgrowth of the people  and the state. Akande Administration 
facilitated the NURTW and RTEAN  acquire 33 l:i>uses which have found the newly 

constructed and rehabilitated  roads good enough for their business.  Governor 

Akande personally test-drives one of the vehicles 



 

WATER IS LIFE 
 

 
 

Availability of potable water guarantees good Health. The Akande 

Administration has taken it up to rehabilitate all hitherto ill maintained water works 

across the state. Gradually, the . aim is being achieved. Water treatment 
chemicals that will last a long time were purchased.  Two borehole rigs to aid the 

provision of water to the rural communities were also acquired. 



 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTS BRING GOVERNANCE 

TO THE PEOPLE 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Governor Bisi Akande, though ascetic, built a robust relationship with the 

legislators; he is in cordial relationship with the judiciary; he has the wherewithals 

to take on reporters' questions; and he-is -definitely a man -of the grassroots.  He 
reaches out to all stakeholders. 



 

CHANNELING OUR RIVERS, A MEASURE TO 

CURB THE DISASTERS OF THE RAINING DAYS 

\'  

 

 
 
 

Not a few towns in Osun have perennially suffered the disasters arising from flood during 

past raining seasons.  Several citizens are always rendered homeless due to this seasonal 

disaster.  The Akande administration has consequently decided to confront the monster 

called flooding.   Currently, channelisation efforts are going simultaneously in Osogbo, 

Ede, Ile Ife, Apomu, Ila-Orangun, Ile Ogbo, Ilobu, Otan Ayegbaju, Igbajo, etc. 



 

ALL WORK AND NO PLAY 
 

 

 
 

Time for leisure. 2 scenes at the renown Osun Grove; even, as 
Governor Bisi Akande tee-off at the multi-million naira MicCom 
Golf and Country Club, Ada. All work and no play; they say, 
makes Jack a dull boy. 



 

BRILLIANT MINDS BREED EXCELLENCE 
 

 
An urbane person; Governor Bisi Akande with the leading Yoruba politician, Late Chief 

Bola lge, Governors Niyi Adebayo of Ekiti, Lam Adesina of Oyo State and other leading 

members of the Alliance for Democracy.   In far away Kaduna, Governor Akande 

examines an ostrich feather at Col. Abubakar Umar's ostrich farm. He also shares 

luncheon with some foremost indigenes of Osun State 



 

TAKING EVERYTHING TO GOD 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

A life without God is a life lost.  Living up to this age-long wise saying,  
Governor Bisi Akande, a true and committed muslim, shares Jumat 
prayers with Sheik Ajisafe and the Ataoja of Osogbo, Oba Oyewale 
Matanmi at the Osogbo Central Mosque. Yet, he shares quality time with 
Bishop Ayo Ladigbolu of the Methodist Church of Nigeria; llesa Diocese. 



 

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Acknowledgment of excellence has been the hallmark of a civil and enlightened 

society. As the people acknowledge and appreciate Governor Bisi Akande's 

efforts at making the society better than he met it; the Ivory Tower passed a 

WELL DONE verdict on him. An honorary doctorate  degree  was conferred  

on, him  in year 2001 by the Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, 

(LAUTECH), Ogbomoso. 
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OUR PEOPLE DIED IN SILENCE DURING THE MILITARY ERA 
 

An Address Delivered  at the Opening Ceremony of the Visiting Nigerian 

Physicians in the Americas to Osun State, Held at the General Hospital, Ikirun, on 

Monday, 31st July, 2000. 

 
It is a thing of joy to be here this morning on this auspicious occasion of the good gesture of 

members of the Association of Nigerian Physicians in the Americas, who have been kind 

enough to choose Osun State as one of the States of the Federation to benefit from the efforts 

of the Association at uplifting the health situation of the poor people of Nigeria. 

 
Free primary and secondary health services for all have begun in Osun State since 1

st
  October, 

1999. It was in keeping with the promises of my political party-the Alliance for Democracy 

(AD)-during the electioneering campaign of 1998.  On assumption of office on 29th May, 

1999, I abolished all forms of fees payable in all our primary and secondary schools, thereby 

making education at those levels totally free. It is my belief that it is easier to train educated 

people about all rules of hygiene and human nutrition. 

 
In the year 2000 budget, the Health sub-sector has been allocated a sum ofN358.50million 

for personnel cost, N51.45million for overhead and N250,018,580 as Capital Expenditure. 

Informed by the strong determination to improve the health condition of the people, this 

Administration has increased the number ?f secondary health institutions by 15, thereby bringing 

the total to 49. This development aims at ensuring reasonable geographical spread of the 

health institutions and making medical services accessible to more areas, which hitherto did 

not have that opportunity. There are plans to establish more health facilities with the collaboration 

of Local Government Councils in the State in such a way that each of the 30 Local Government 

Councils of the State can boast of at least 3 to 5 health institutions. 

 
Osun State is one of the States created by the Military Regime in 1991.  However, very 

unfortunately, the State has not witnessed much development as one would  have ex 

pected (health inclusive).  This lack of development in the State may not be unconnected 

with the poor economic base of the State which may have been further compounded by the 

prolonged military rule with little accountability to the people it governed.  The State can, 

therefore, be said to be in a terribly poor position from all dimensions. The different parts of 

the State lack adequate infrastructure such as roads, potable water, electricity, etc.  The 

impoverished condition of the State is very much manifested in the poor health condition of 

the majority of its citizens. This situation  informed the Free Health Programme of my 

Administration which aims at alleviating the poor health conditions of the people. 

I want to state at this juncture that the Free Health Programme presently being enjoyed by the 

people of Osun State has a tremendous impact on the enthusiasm of our people.  What we 

now record in our hospitals translates to over 500% attendance compared to the fee-paying 

period  (i.e.  before October, 1st 1999  when the programme was introduced).  This has 
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clearly confirmed that our people were not patronising the hospitals enough, apparently 

because they had no money to pay for consultation and drugs. In essence, the poor people 

had been dying in silence. 
 

 

It is, therefore, a thing of joy that we have our people from the Americas to join us in our 

efforts to alleviate the suffering of our poor citizens. In other words, what my government has 

been doing for our people in Osun State has the support of people presently residing in the 

civilised communities of the world. I welcome and thank you for this kind gesture which you 

are extending to your brothers and sisters in Osun State. I understand that our people will 

benefit from your drugs, medical and surgical supplies valued at over 5millionnaira and that 

the scope of your medical mission shall cover Surgery, General Medicine, Paediatrics, 

Opthalmology, Obsterics & Gynaecology. 
 

 

As you are doing these things for the upliftment of this your Fatherland- Nigeria-certain 

other people are lurking around, using their resources and talents to foment violence and 

societal disorder. May the Almighty Father give such people courage to change from their 

sinful acts. 

 
On a final note, I want to advise our visitors to feel free to interact with the good people of 

Osun State. Our people are lovely and accommodating, and you will surely enjoy a successful 

stay in Osun State. 

 
Thank you and God bless. 
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ONLY A HEALTHY P ERSON IS ECONOMICALLY USEFUL 
 

An Address Delivered at the Commissioning Ceremony of the Science Laboratory 

at the School of Health Technology, Ilesa on Tuesday 9
th

 May, 2000 

 
It is my pleasure to be with you today to commission the Science Laboratory in your school. 

1bis is a very important assignment that touches on the improvement of the capacity of healthcare 

providers, particularly students of health care support institutions. 

 
For quite some time, resources have been inadequate to effectively meet the develop 

mental needs of our people.  It is, therefore, a great relief now that the improvement of 

services in some sub-sectors of our social services, including the health sub-sector, has become 

the policy of Government. I am therefore pleased that your institution is one of the beneficiaries 

of the special development arrangement. 

 

In the Health sub-sector, projects that are concentrated upon are categorized into three 

groups, namely: 

 a. Construction of entirely new Health Institutions, 

b. Completion of on-going Health projects, 

and c. Rehabilitation of existing facilities. 

 

The first phase of the implementation of the health  programme is the construction of 

five  new  health  institutions, a Special  Life Saving  Scheme  and  a Standard  Science 

Laboratory at the School of Health Technology  which we are commissioning today. 

 
Health care for the people of the State has always attracted my Government's attention, 

I 

for it is only a healthy person that can be a happy and economically useful person.  It is 

only when one is healthy  that other normal  activities  can be pursued.   This is why it 

gives me joy to perform  this ceremony.  May I reiterate  that every section of the State 

will enjoy a share of this special attention since there are other uncompleted projects all over 

the State that are being slated for completion. 
 

I urge the students and teachers in this school to make the best use of this facility for the 

improvement of health care in the State. In my view, this is the only way you can justify the 

investment in this project. It will also make easier the capacity development of the Health 

Workers if admission to our Schools of Health Technology is based on merit and good 

performances in Science subjects, particularly Chemistry and Biology, together with adequate 

knowledge of Mathematics and English. It is disheartening to note that out of 7,106 teachers 

in the State Secondary Schools, only 129 of them are Physics teachers.  Thus we have just 

129 Physics teachers to service 311 secondary schools.  Efforts are already being made by 

the State Government to recruit science teachers for our secondary schools. Young graduates 

all over the State have been advised to register with their Local Government headquarters 

to make government's employment drive easier. 
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With these few remarks, it is my pleasure to commission this Science Laboratory to the glory 

of God and for the enhancement of healthcare education. 

 
Thank you. 
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SPEECH AT THE GRAND FINALE OF 2 N D  YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY IN 

OSUN STATE ON TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2001 

 
Introduction: 

 
Our Administration came on board on 29

th
 May, 1999, only to meet the finances of the Osun 

State Government in shambles. What we met on ground was astounding and intimidating. 

 
It will be recalled that the announcement of the creation of Osun State in August 1991 was 

heralded by an unprecedented stampede for appointments into-public offices, and for contracts 

by the top echelons of the military, traditional and civil political scramblers. Also in the 

stampede were workers, school leavers, rural migrants-all in search of booties from the 

new stat-· The vibrations of this stampede kept many citizens of Osun State rushing into 

Osogbo  for "government salvation". In their train were business fraudsters waylaying various 

government agencies for fraudulent transactions. Surp-risingly, people generally believed 

that the new Osun state government should have unlimited financial capacity to absorb all 

sorts of demands. Even when such demands were shyly met for political reasons, the same· 

people soon became dissatisfied and kept on demanding what they considered as their own 

"bigger share of the state cake". Eventually they formed themselves into "unions" and 

"associations" of numerous" Non Governmental Organisations for the sheer purpose of mounting 

stronger pressures on and for bullying the state's authorities 

 
The effects of all these have resulted in over staffing in virtually all departments of the 

state's public life and over-production of staff. There were, on ground, a service of about 

Twenty-two thousand workforce characterised by lack of orientation, indolence and putting 

·square pegs in round holes and vice-versa. There were a number of secondary schools with 

teachers but no pupils. There were some, where the number of teachers were either equal to 

or greater than the number of pupils. 

 
There were over-awards of government contracts and over-purchase of goods and greedy 

sharing of government  allocations from the Federation  Accounts, as well as the 

plundering of our forest resources-all of which have led to huge salary arrears, unpaid 

gratuities and pensions to retired public officers, and to uncontrollable debts to all kinds of 

creditors. On top of it all are foreign debts and grants totaling about half-a-billion dollars 

which were spent on invisibles and on roads constructed with World Bank loans which were 

collapsing as soon as the contractors handling them were leaving the sites. 
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In the treasury, there was no money, the position of the debts, inter-alia, included the 

following:- 

 
Local Indebtedness on Capital Projects: 

 

 

(i)  Indebtedness during Civilian Administration: 

 
        N 

(a)  Completed and Confirmed 

Projects   91'756,728.59 

(b)  On-going  Projects  153,606,204.17 

Sub-Total:-  245,362,932.76 
 

 

(ii) Indebtedness during Military 

Administration: 
 

 

(a)  Projects financed from 

The State Budget  729,247,970.77 
 

 

(b)   Projects over-financed from 

the Special Presidential 

Projects Grants of 1998  264,583,652.04 
 

 

Sub-Total:-  993,831,622.81 
 

 

Total Indebtedness on Capital Projects  1,239,194,555.57 
 

\ 

Others:  Indebtedness on Recurrent 

Expenditure Items: 

 
(a)  Arrears of Gratuity due to retired 

Civil Servants and Secondary Schools' 

Teachers 

N 
 

 

120,080,264.00 

     (b) Arrears of Gratuity due to retired 
Primary Schools' Teachers  122,810,579.89 

 

 

(c)  Arrears of pension of Civil Servants 

and Secondary Schools' Teachers  20,703,263.95 
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(d) Arrears of Pension of Primazy 

Schools' Teachers 

 

 

42,120,363.00 

 

(e) 
 

Arrears of 1998 Leave Bonus 
 

31,000,000.00 

 

(f) 

 

Arrears of the Implementation of 

the new Minimum Wage of N3,000.00 

 

 per month for the months of January 

and February, 1999. 

 
185,000,000.00 

 

(g) 
 

Unpaid salary for the months of 
 

 April and May, 1999 (N206 x 2)m 412.000,000.00 

  

Sub-Total:- 
 

933,714,470.84 

  

Grand Total for Local Indebtedness 
 

2,172,909,026.41 

 

External Loans 
 

The external debt elements were follows: 

 
Total external loan inherited from 

Oyo State £77,339,183.72 

$76,206,141.61 

 
Total external loan incurred in 

Osun State                                                                                     $48,652,000.00 

 
That was the gloomy scenario we met on the ground. Our total income stood at about 

Nl50million per month while the monthly salary bill was N260million. In other worlds, 

I would need an additional monthly loans ofN11Omillion to be able to pay salaries alone. In 
Osun State, there is neither industrial production nor serious crop agriculture to justify the 

type of consumption patterns desired by the residents. 

 
Before we could study the situation correctly and within four days of our assumption of 

duties, workers were already instigated to go on strike agitating to be paid the various entitle 

ments owned them by the past military administrations.  The fallout of this contrived chaos 

were negative press, students' demonstration and attempted impeachment ·of the State's 

Chief Executive by Osun State House of Assembly in November, 2000. Although the 

impeachment failed, the impeachment virus is now all over the place and our own Local 

Government Councils are not spared. I regard these and similar events as the necessary 

transition that must manifest when a polity moves from military governance to democratic and 

 
77 



Moving Osun State to Prosperity Bisi Akande  
 

focused experiments typified by the regime of Chief Awolowo and its ideological successors. 

We managed to wade through the crisis but we knew from the start that the situation should 

not be allowed to continue that way. 

 
We took over from long tenured Military Administration. Military government is virtually 

synonymous with government by public servants. It is essentially a bureaucratic rather than a 

democratic government. Hence, almost invariably, a military government devotes the 

resources of the state to the self-aggrandisement of the rulers and their consenting partners in 
the public service. Whatever is left is spent on doubtful projects. This  explains why military 

regimes in Nigeria were characterized by: 
 

 

 (i) Infrastructural Decay; 

(ii) Capacity Under-Utilisation; 

(iii) National and International Debts; 

(iv) Naira Instability; 

(v) Serious  Structural  Unemployment; 

(vi) Hyper Inflation and Abject Poverty for low income earners; 

(vii) 
 

(viii) 

Insecurity of Life and Property; 
 

Institutional Fraud (otherwise  known as 41 in Nigeria  but called 417 

 by the Japanese); 

(ix) Insecurity of tenure of government; 

and (x) Ungovernable Revolution. 

 

Substantial demonstrations of various social, economic and political chaos have been wit 

nessed in the life of this country, in good measure, during military administration and before 

the advent of democratic experiment that began in 1999.  These  unprecedented level 

,     of chaos have resulted in the emergence of large-scale criminal violence, burglary and armed 

robbery which triggered up the silent revolution called 'Bakassi' in the East, the 'Egbesu' in 

the South-South and the 'APC' in the North and the 'OPC' in the West. 
 

 

We also met on ground, that Osun State Government had no Secretariat of its own. Instead, 

public offices were in rented apartments and some occ upying the premises of the public 

market constructed by the Osogbo Local Government. There was no Liaison Office and no 

Governor's Lodge in Abuja while. other States created at the same time with Osun State were 

already having Liaison Offices and Governor's Lodge in Abuja.  It was obvious that the 
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situation should not be allowed to continue lest the State would collapse on everybody's 

head.  There was therefore an urgent need for a surgical operation and a Fresh Start in 

Osun State, which later became the title of the Osun State Year 2000 Budget. 

 
Inspite of these seemingly insurmountable problems, with the help of God and the support of 

all the good people of Osun State and you my leaders and friends, we have been able to 

record some achievements which include the following:- 

 
(a)      We have  fully paid  all the inherited indebtedness on recurrent ex 

penditure items regarding all arrears of gratuity, pension, leave bonus 

and arrears of salary. It is also to he noted that while Statutory Allocation 

had increased three fold, salary has also increased six fold since 1999. Gov 

ernment has, however, fully paid all the workers' entitlements as and 

when due till date. Regarding the local indebtedness on Capital 

Projects, each claim is being subjected  to authentication and verification 

before payments can be entertained. The External debts had remained as 

they were but there had been no new additions since we came on board. 

 
(b)       We enjoyed the appreciation and the praise of all sectors of the national 

security agencies.  We made surer in-roads to peace in Ile-Ife and envi 

rons. Crime rate was drastically reduced throughout the rest of the State. It 

is our hope to continue to seek further improvements in these regards, as the 

primary function of any Government is the provision of the security of life 

and property of its citizens. 

 
(c)        We increased our  Health institutions from  32 to 51 and purchased 

adequate drugs and equipment for the execution of the Free Health 

Programme of  Government. Since 1
st
 October 1999, all medical 

services of primary and secondary dimensions including  medications 

and operations have been made free to all people all over Osun State. In 

addition, the State partook in the type of health delivery being enjoyed in the 

Americas when we invited medical practitioners from there to diagnose and 

treat our people.  About 5,000 of our citizens benefited form this 

arrangement 

 
(d)        We stopped payment of fees in all primary and secondary schools since 291ft, 

May 1999. We provided educational materials and equipment to schools 

and we established a state of the art Computerised Examination Centre to 

process the preparation and results of all examinations conducted by the 

State Ministry of Education.  We have built over 300 blocks of new primary 

schools each with two or three classrooms and have opened 24 Science 

Schools with well equipped laboratories; and have completed arrangement 

79 



BisiAkande Moving Osun State to Prosperity  
 

to open 16 technical schools all over the State with a view to encouraging 

technical self-employment at the artisan levels. 

 
(e)       We have constructed 42apartmentsinseven locations under the Rural Housing 

Scheme for teachers and other public officers posted to rural areas.  We 

have also started construction of a similar 84 Housing apartments in 14 

additional locations across the State; 

 
(f)       We have stocked water treatment chemicals sufficient for all the State's 

requirements for some time. We have also refurbished the Ede Head Works 

of the Water Corporation; we have commissioned the refurbished 

Ilesa and Esa-Odo water Head works and have begun to work tirelessly on 

the distribution network of Iwo water system and Eko-Ende water Head 

works. 
 

(g) We pursued and almost completed the modem development of the Osun 

State Broadcasting Corporation (OSBC); 

 
(h) We paid counterpart funds for all foreign-assisted projects; 

 

 

(i)  We purchased substantial shares in viable companies including those being 

-privatised by the Federal Government; 
 

j) We constructed the first phase of the Governor's Lodge at Abuja; 
 

(k)    We constructed and rehabilitated a number of roads and purchased road 

construction equipment worth millions of Naira for the execution of 

direct labour projects of Government. In particular, we have completed 

roads from lbodi in Atakunmosa West Local Government to Mokuro 

Ife; from Orile-Owu in Aiyedaade Local Government to Omi-funfun in 

Ife-South Loc'al Government; from Ile-lfe, Ife Central Local Government 

via Egbedi to Garage Olode and from Garage Olode to Ajebandele in 

Ife-South Local Government; and from Ede to Erin-Osun in 

Irepodun Local  Government.   Works are either completed  or in 

progress on the following additional roads:- 

 
(i) Ila-Asi-Oyan-Konta-Ijabe Road 

(ii)  Ila-Ajaba-Edemosi-Imesi-Ile Road 

(iii) Restdration of work on Ijebu-Jesa- Esa-Oke- Okemesi Junction 

Road; 

(iv)   Spot-patching of roads in the major towns of the State including the 

construction of a dual carriage way which I have just commissioned 

this morning. 
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We have also started the  reconstruction of three road  projects which 

include:  Iwo-Bode-Osi-Ejigbo Road, ljebu-Jesa- Esa-Odo, Ilare-Otan 

Ile Road and Dagbolu-Oba-Eko Ende Road in respect of which I have authorised 

the release of the first and second instalments of N90million and N1l0.64million, 

respectively; 

 
(1)            We gave substantial Capital Grants to the LAUTECH Teaching Hospital and College 

of Health Sciences in Osogbo; 

 
(m)      We also gave substantial Capital  Grants/Subventions to LAUTECH  main 

campus at Ogbomoso and to the government parastatals and corporations and our 

four tertiary institutions; we maintain four tertiary institutions and have encouraged 

them to shift to Science-based technologies with a view to producing self-employ- 

able professional class in Osun State. 

 
(n) We completed and furnished ten and constructed and furnished additional sixteen 

Legislative Quarters and other staff quarters; 
 

 

(o)  We played host to both the President  and the Vice-President of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria; 

 
(p)       We have almost completed the execution of Ecology projects in Esa-Oke, Iree, Iragbiji, 

Ejigbo, Ile-Ife, Iwo, Ila, Ede, Ilobu and Osogbo. Efforts are being made to source 

funds for the execution of the Oora Flood Scheme Ilesa and Ilie Flood Scheme; 

 
(q)       We have started the construction  of a new Secretariat  in Osogbo  under an 

innovative contractual term by which Government would pay only 70% of the 

contract sum after the whole project would · have been completed, while the 

payment of the balance of 30% would be spread over one year thereafter. There was 

no mobilisation fee paid The project would be completed within next few months; 

 
( r)  We have funded the Agricultural programme through: 

 
(i)   School Agricultural Scheme; 

(n) Farm Settlement Scheme; and 

(Iii)  Cooperative Farming; 

 
(s)  We paid N73.14million to complete the construction of Orisumbare Shopping 

Complex; 
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(t)        We have released funds for the purchase of two water drilling rigs and we have 

started the drilling of bore-holes in each of our Primary and Secondary Schools such 

that each school will become a development centre in each optimum community. 

 
And what shall we do next? As we did-not let the ceremonisation of chaos, negative press, 

demonstrations and strikes distract us in the past two years, so also shall we continue to 

manage to bypass the remaining detractors in our efforts to relieve the poorest of  the poor by: 

(i)  improving the quality of our free education for all at all levels; 

(ii) intensifying the scheme of free health services to every citizen; 

and   (iii)      renewing our attack against infrastructural decay, at the grassroots levels, 

through rural transformation and integration of the rural communities 

with the urban areas of the State. 

 
These efforts would continue to revive the economy at the grassroots by providing ad 

equate gainful self-employment for traders, transporters and artisans such as bricklay 

ers, carpenters, dressmakers, plumbers, motor mechanics etc. We must resist the 

temptation of the culture of money (now in American dollars) in "Ghana-must-Go" 

bags now prevalent at the Federal Government level. We must continue to insist that 

authority for security maintenance should be decentralized as is the practice in a true federal 

arrangement. The present practice of power aggregation to the centre is antithetical to 

federalism. It is unitary both in purpose and practice. It merely promotes the stealing of 

public funds by each subordinating level from top to bottom and by which the benefits stop 

at the "grass" without reaching the 'roots'. 

 
We must endeavour to stop the on-going argument that the States would misuse power 

against their perceived opponents.  Did the Buhari government not declare that the 

Shagari Administration abused Federal powers to rig elections against its opponents in 

1983?  For now, are the Federal Political Functionaries more educated, more 

experienced, more exposed, more honest, more patriotic or more efficient than State 

Political Functionaries? Are Federal Public Servants brighter and more professional 

than their state counterparts? Why is the Federal Government so anxious to attract to itself all 

powers to collect all taxes and to take decisions for all levels of government including the local 

councils other than to extend the frontiers of largesse? 

 
We of the Alliance for Democracy (AD) in Osun State are living to persuade others through 

acts of selflessness and altruism with a view to promoting the tradition of credibility and 

charisma for which the Action Group and the Unity Party of Nigeria-the precursors of 

Alliance for Democracy (AD) were well known. We are living not to amass wealth that 

would assimilate us into the group of the wealthy and the powerful so much to make us 

easily forget that we were put in power by the votes of the poorest of the poor. We are also 

learning to regard ourselves as the vanguard of democracy who were elected to save the 

ordinary people from the antics of the military and their collaborators. We want to accept to 
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act as political functionaries who are ordained to change the orientation of the public service 

from self-serving practices of personal aggrandisement. Our efforts are being directed at 

arresting the neglect which led to the present silent revolution and which may, if unchecked, 

lead to an unguided and uncontrollable revolution. 

 
In the light of the foregoing, we have decided that the policy thrusts of the Year 2001 

Budget which we have started implementing wil lbe as follows: 

 
(a) consolidation of our gains in the areas of qualitative education and good health 

care, without which no meaningful development can take place; 
 

(b)  improvement on the provision of basic infrastructure like rural and urban 

roads , provision of potable water, electricity and reliable information for 

our people; 

 
( c) running an open and transparent administration based on the principles of 

Accountability, Prudence and Probity; 
 

 

(d)    development of a Public Service that is result-oriented, efficient, 

effective and responsive with a view to making it one of the best in the 

Federation; 

 
(e)      emphasizing the need for the practice of true Federalism within a true 

democratic polity. 

 
Having said the above, I wish to say that the four-cardinal programmes of my Party are 

being faithfully implemented in Osun State.  With the faithful implementation of the 

cardinal programmes, we believe that poverty can be drastically reduced if not totally 

eradicated. The approach of the Federal Government towards poverty alleviation is to 

create Commissions and Boards akin to the scrapped PTF which we are against. As I 

have mentioned at different for a, the Government of Osun State under my leadership will 

continue to ensure: 

 
(a)   the judicious allocation of the resources available to the State for the benefit of 

the greatest number of our people and not for a tiny section or for the self 

aggrandizement of those in Government; 

 
(b)     that probity, accountability and transparency  are raised aloft in the 

management of the resources of Osun State; 

 
(c)   the review of the tenders procedure such that mobilisation fees will no longer be 

paid as in the past except in few cases where it is extremely desirable; 
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(d)  that Corruption of any kind would not be allowed; 

 
(e)  that leadership by example is encouraged in all ramifications. 

 
I therefore, wish to appeal to you my compatriots and friends to join hands with me in raising 

the standard of development in Osun State and in bailing Osun State from its present parlous 

condition into greater heights particularly now that all recriminations are already being drowned 

by sounds of applause. 

 
Thank you, may God bless you all. 
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THE ROLE OF THE.LEGISLATURE IN BUDGEITING 

AND BUDGETARY CONTROL 
 

Key-Note Address Delivered at the Opening Ceremony of a 3-Day In-House 

Workshop/Seminar on Appropriate Handling of Budgetting by the Legislature, Held 

at MicCom Golf Resort, Ada, Osun State, on Monday, 17
th

 January, 2000. 
 

I am very happy to be here this morning to declare open a three-day in-house workshop on 

"Appropriate Handling of Budgeting by the Legislature." 

 
The objectives of the workshop as stated by the organiser, i.e. Osun State Investment 

Company Ltd, include:- 
 

 

(1) To acquaint participants with an overview of Budget and Budgetary Control; 

(2) To equip participants with the basic skills to analyse Budgets; 

(3)      To help participants discover their leadership qualities; and 

(4)  To enable participants appreciate their roles in the achievement of overall 

government goals. 

 
The Legislature, being an important arm of the government, is saddled with the responsi 

bility of making laws for the good governance of the people. Its roles cannot be over 

emphasized in the _present democratic setting. Nigeria has not witnessed an enduring 

democracy and, as such, the functions of the legislature are alien to most of the people in 

view of long years of Military misrule in Nigeria.                                                  ' 

 
I know of a fact, as a member of the Constituent Assembly (1977 to 1978) which enact d 

the 1979 Constitution after which the 1999 Constitution has been patterned, that the House 

of Assembly has enormous powers for mollification and for provocation, depending on the 

actors and the situations. The indiscreet use of the powers of provocation has destroyed 

irretrievably democracy in Nigeria since 1962. That is why I am sad to observe that every 

House of Assembly in Nigeria today, particularly the National Assembly has been unduly 

emphasising the powers of provocation, most dangerously, since the beginning of the 

present democratic experimentation. 

 
It is perhaps necessary at this juncture to highlight the powers and control which the 

1999 Constitution bestows on the legislature over public funds. Section 120(3) states-''No 

moneys shall be withdrawn from any public fund of the State, other than the Consolidated 

Revenue Fund of the State, unless the issue of those moneys has been authorised by a Law of 

the House of Assembly of the State." More importantly, Section 121(1) of the same 1999 

Constitution empowers the Legislature to vet and scrutinize the financial estimates of a State 

for any particular financial year before the commencement of that financial year. 
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The Executive, on the other hand, has been saddled with the responsibilities for the translation 

of the promises of the ruling party-the Alliance for Democracy in the present Osun State - 

into realities such as free education for all at all levels; free health for all; rural integrated 

development through good roads, electricity, rural housing, and potable water supply. 

 
In an economy where every worker is a consumer rather than a producer (except for a few 

but ageing peasant farmers with crude tools), it Will involve a lot of patience, restraint and 

dialogue to ensure that the left understands what the right is doing to produce a people 

oriented budget. This is where budgeting and budgetary control come in. 

 
In the area of budget formulation and budgetary control, both the Legislature and the 

Executive must remember that, while each legislator comes from a narrow tribal 

constituency, the party and the Governor have the whole of Osun State as the 

constituency within the Yoruba nation. It is our joint responsibility therefore, to think more 

about the well-being of the entire people and places within the State rather than 

quarrelling over individual constituencies. 

 
In conclusion, I wish to express my profound gratitude to the organisers of this workshop 

for their foresight in making possible this kind of opportunity when tire legislature is in the 

process of consider the first budget estimates submitted to it by the Executive. 

 
Distinguished Ladies and gentlemen, I now have the honour and privilege to declare open the 

three-day workshop on Appropriate Handling of Budgeting, targeted at the Honourable 

members of the Osun State House of Assembly and the career officials of the House. 
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OSUNWORKERS ARE BETTERFAVOUREDTHANTHEIR 

COUNTERPARTS IN OTHER PARTS OF NIGERIA 
 

An Address Delivered on the Occasion of the Official Commissioning  of the 

Legislators' Quarters, Gbongan Road, Osogbo, on 24th   March, 2000 
 
 
 

I feel extremely delighted today that His Excellency, ChiefOlusegw1 Obasanjo, President, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, will 

now use this auspicious occasion of his State visit for the official commissioning of the 

Osm State Legislators' Quarters. 

 
At this juncture, I think it is appropriate to recount, in brief, some of our experiences at the 

beginning of this Administration. On my assumption of office, particularly from the 4
th

 

working day, workers demonstrated and rioted and demanded arrears of salaries which I 

inherited as part of the debts left behind by the outgoing Military Government. I quickly 

put the case before the House of Assembly as a test of Democracy. The House resolved 

that, since the income of the State was far below the total salary being demanded by 

the workers, not more than 70% of the State's income should be used as salary. From that 

time, I decided that not less than half of the balance of about 30% would be spent on capital 

projects. 

 
While the workers continued with their strikes, I put my first share of the first income on 

a 13-kilometre road project to link Ede with Irepodun Local Governments with a view 

to facilitating easy access of workers to good houses in the towns nearest to Osogbo, and I 

used the balance to put these houses for the state's legislators in place. In other words, my 

decision was to the benefit of the workers and the members of the House of Assembly with 

proceeds of that historic resolution of the House. 

 
From then, and up to December 1999 when I submitted my first Budget to the House of 

Assembly, I used my shares of the income of the State Government to finance Free Education 

and Free Health Services in order to 'alleviate the agony of the workers arising from the debt 

of the arrears of their salaries. Now that all salary arrears have been paid and with Free 

Education and Free Health Services for all, the workers in Osun State are certainly much 

richer than those of other so-called rich States of the country. 
 

I wish to recall that the construction of ten of the Legislators' Quarters commenced in December 

1998 during the tenure of the Military Administration at a much higher cost per unit, but was 

abandoned at the roof-level for lack of payment to the contractors. This Administration did 

not only complete the ten blocks of houses started by the Military Administration, but has 

also completed sixteen new blocks under the Second Phase of the project 
 

I wish to seize this opportunity to assure the Honourable Members of the State House of 

Assembly that this Administration will continue, in its characteristic manner, to ensure the 

welfare of the members of the Legislative arm of Government. 
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I do not intend to bore you with a long speech. It is, therefore, my pleasure to invite His 

Excellency, President, Commander-In-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, to come and perform the official commissioning of the Osun State 

Legislators' Quarters. 

 
Thank you and God bless. 
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ONLY TRUE FEDERALISM CAN ASSURE UNITY, 

PEACE AND PROGRESS IN. NIGERIA 

An  Address Delivered  on the  Occasion  of the  Courtesy Visit by Members of the 

Presidential Technical Committee on the Review of 1999 Constitution, on 28th April, 

2000. 
 

 

I am  happy to welcome to Osun State members of the  Presidential Technical 

Committee on the Review of 1999 Constitution who are on a working visit. 
 

The decision of the Federal Government to set up this Committee is laudable as it will put to 

rest frequent requests and agitations by individuals and groups for the review of the 1999 

Constitution. 
 

 

The importance of the Constitution in a democratic dispensation can hardly  be over 

emphasized. It is like repeating what is obvious to affirm that it is necessary to review the 

1999 Constitution. The reason  for this is that the preparation of the Constitution was 

done during the time of the Military  and we all know that   Constitution and Democracy, 

are alien to the military culture. The situation can be likened to a blind-man leading another 

deaf, dumb and blind-man hence the defects when the 1999 Constitution was prepared, 

hence the defects in the Constitution now being pointed out by the members of the public 

should  be expected. I therefore  hope that the Constitution would be perfected   by your 

Committee, so as to move the country forward. 

 
I wish to inform our august visitors that the Alliance for Democracy Government in Osun 

State, inspite of all odds, is set to do the following: 
 

 

(i)  Striving to fulfill promises made to the electorate: i.e Free Education for all 

at all levels; Free Health Services for all; and Rural Integrated 

Development. 

(1i) 

and  (iii) 

Improvement and rehabilitation of physical infrastructures. 

Maintaining an efficient civil service. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, to achieve our set goals, which by the grace of God we have started 

achieving, we have the following beliefs in respect of Federalism and democratic 

dispensation in Nigeria 

 
What do we believe? 

 

A        Democratisation Dispensation 
 

(i) where automatic thumb-printing of ballot papers would not be  the style for 

the Government in power to rig elections; 

(ii)  where registration of political parties shall be automatic within each tier of 

Government;  89
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and where fiscal discipline and transparency through budgetary  implementation 

'and control shall be subjected to parliamentary debates. 

 
B. Federalism 

 

 (i) where the Central Government  will co-ordinate but not subordinate 

the Governments  of the Federating  Units; 

(ii) where the present six zonal arrangement  will form the initial Federating Unit 

within the Nigerian Federalism; 

(iii) where only the functions of the Federal Government would be listed and the 

residual functions would be left for each Federating Unit to determine according 

 to its geographical separateness, cultural antecedent and economic 

possibilities- not uniformity; 

(iv) where each Federating Unit would be permitted to write its own Constitution 

such that each Federating Unit would spell out what it believes could make 

her people happy within the context of one Nigeria; 

(v) where concurrent power schedule would exist only between the Federating 

Unit and the States within each unit; 

(vi) where no one would arrogate to himself the position of the officer of the 

Federation; rather, one must be either the officer of the Federal Government, 

of the Zonal Government, of the State Government, or of the Local Government; 

(vii) where no Federal Government will have the power to dissolve the Govern 

ment of any of the Federating Units even during emergency interventions; 

(viii) where the Federating Units will w-operate with one another; 

(ix) where the State  Government will continue· to maintain,  create and 

have supervisory authority over every Local Government within its jurisdiction; 

 

and 
 

(x) 
 

where each Federating Unit will not  have power to secede from the 

  Federation, but will be permitted to adopt or join other units to adopt 

instrument for maintaining internal security, law and order 

 

The assignment of your committee is, therefore, very important and, with the calibre of people 

serving on this Committee, I am of the assured hope that the Committee will perfect the 1999 

Constitution by removing the existing anomalies. 
 

'With these few remarks, I want to, once again, heartily welcome you to Osun State, "the 

State of the Living Spring".  I wish you a successful working visit. 

Thank you and God bless. 
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OUR JOURNEY SO FAR 
 
Address   to the  State  House  of  Assembly  on the  Occasion  of  the  First  Yeti · 

Anniversary of Democratic Governance in Nigeria, on Monday, 5
th

 June, 2000. 
 
It is with gratitude to the Almighty that I once again stand before this Honourable 

House to address this assemblage of honoured representatives of the good people of this 

State. Today's special sitting, Mr Speaker, which you have given me the privilege to 

address, is to mark the first anniversary of democratic governance in Nigeria after many 

years of protracted military rule. It is therefore, my great pleasure to felicitate and share 

the joy of liberty and freedom from despotic rule with this respectable House and the 

masses of our people. 
 
As you are all aware, the military bowed out of office on 29th May, 1999. I, as well as 

thirty·· five other Governors, were sworn-in on that same day, each in his State. The 

newly elected President was also sworn-in. The event of that day-is no doubt a 

remarkable watershed in the history of our country as it marked the commencement of 

democratic governance after more than 15 years of uninterrupted military dictatorship. 

 
In my inaugural speech on the occasion of my swearing-in ceremony I did remark, 

among other things, that the events of that day took place "against the backdrop of a long 

and brutal military interregnum in the political life of Nigeria, during which the civil 

society had virtually lost confidence in itself'.  Today, I intend to pick up the trend of that 

message by reminding our people-that in the earliest of times, the totalitarian traditional 

authorities, which enhanced the use of the traditional rulers as agents of Europe in 

organizing the arrests of their subjects as goods and chattels for slave trade, and which 

retarded the growth of the  Yoruba wisdom , native education and civilization, 

needed no complication of the theory of separation of powers. 
 
Indeed, the tribal and intra-ethnic wars of uncontrollable dimensions which gave 
opportunity to the British to colonise our land for 100 years between 1860 and 1960 
required no checks and balances. What further rubbished our psyche was not only the 
divide-and..rule tactics of our colonial masters, but also the way and manner by which 
independence was bequeathed to us as a country, with no recognition given to the 
equality of the component nationalities. 

 
Between 1952 and 1959, Chief Obafemi Awolowo, as a counterpoise, used Egbe 

Omo Oduduwa and the Action Group Government of the old Western Region as an 

inclusive mechanism to unite the various tribes of Yorubaland. He combined the native 

wisdom of the traditional leaders with the activism of the civil political elites to 

dismantle the protectorate and colonial authorities, to give way to self-rule transitions, 

and to encourage some political tutelage before independence. These led to Yoruba 

unity, Yoruba progress and Yoruba development. Since then, the other ethnic groups in 

Nigeria have been envying and accusing the Yoruba people of dominating the economy 

of the country. 
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The power-play that followed Chief Awolowo's eight-year rule led to the declaration of a 

state of emergency in Yorubaland and the imprisonment of Chief Awolowo by the 

Abubakar Tafawa Balewa led Federal Government, and that led to the eventual 

collapse of the First Republic and, subsequently, to the Nigerian Civil War. It also led to 

"WET E" and the "AGBEKOYA" riots in the South-West. All these were to give those 

who had cleverly schemed to dominate the military the much- needed opportunity to 

use military rule to stifle the education of our youths and to hoist poverty on the otherwise 

prosperous people of the Yoruba Nation. It was no doubt an orchestrated design to promote 

cowardice and lack of confidence in our ability to resist marginalisation. 
 

The grand scheme by those who have sworn to do all they can, not only to put a stop to our 

forward march to progress and national development, but also to hold our race to ransom in 

captivity forever, reached its high-point during the regime of the maximum ruler, Sani Abacha, 

whose ultimate ambition was to be President-for-life of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. His 

authoritarian regime, which was sustained with bribe and incredible corrupt practices, kept 

high the hope of the "new breed" politicians who were to be used for the purpose of mobilising 

the gullible members of the public, majority of whom suffered in silence, to support 

Abacha's mad and inordinate ambition of self-succession. 
 

While NADECO leaders and pro-democracy groups, in their support for JUNE 12, were 

engaged in activities directed at stifling and check-mating the diabolic plans of the "new 

breed" politicians, traditional rulers all over Nigeria were spontaneously mobilized by 

Abacha with 5% of the income of the Local Governments in Nigeria. We give glory to God 

that, through divine intervention, we are today witnessing a new democratic dawn. 

 
This is the political environment which we inherited as elected representatives through a Con 

stitution written by the military and their political cohorts, designed primarily to confuse the 

operators and to infuse acrimonies amongst the three arms as well as the three tiers of govern 

ment in order to ensure a somersault of the political system and a total collapse of the hard 

won democracy. Thus, Osun State, a land blessed with abundant human and material 

resources, which ought to prosper if its resources were well harnessed and managed, was, as 

at May 29th, 1999, soaked indebt and was known more for its poverty profile and penury as 

it could not boast of any tangible developed asset or property. 

 

It is necessary, Mr Speaker and Honourable members, to know one's past in order to be able 

to appreciate the present and plan for the future. It may, therefore, interest you to note that, 

geographically, what is now Osun State was an amalgam of the old Ife Native Authority and 

part of the old Ibadan Native Authority. The old Ife Native Authority covered what later 

became known as Ife, Ijesha and lgbomina Divisions, while the whole of what is now Iwo, 

Ede, Osogbo and Ikirun zones were part of the defunct Ibadan Native Authority. It is 

by the joint resolve of our elders  and leaders that we have become recognised as a people 

with common destiny. Therefore, the earlier we reconcile ourselves to this fact of 

history and 
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allow education to be available to all and sundry without  hindrance,  the better Education is the 

only impartial "leveller'' capable of restoring us to our original pride of place. 
 
It will also interest you to know that our Traditional Chiefs have braced themselves up, ready 

for the salvation of the interests of the Yoruba Nation; particularly in Osun State, where their 

leadership has begun to reorganize the State Council of Obas and Chiefs, with a view to 

making their institutions to continue to be relevant to modem political and social objectives.  I 

will soon bring a Bill to this Honourable House of Assembly to assist them in their aspirations. 
 
After the foregoing historical sketch, I wish, most sincerely, to express the deep 

appreciation of this Administration to the entire Honourable Members of this House for your 

support of government policies. In particular, I am quite appreciative of your understanding 

and support during the labour crisis over the minimum wage which lasted very close to six 

months. Also on record and very much appreciated are the prompt considerations and 

approvals given to a number of Orders and Bills presented to this Honourable House, 

especially the Year 2000 Appropriation Bill which has since been signed into Law. But for 

the cooperation and mutual understanding between the Executive and the Legislative Arms 

of Government, it would not have been possible to record any appreciable achievement, 

given the odds that faced the government at its inception. 
 
Let me quickly add that, between these two Arms of Government, as expected in an emerging 

democracy as ours, the goings-on have not been smooth. I believe that much more ground 

would have been covered by government if the Executive and the Legislature had fostered 

closer rapport and understanding on some fundamental issues. We all need to, at every stage 

of our deliberations either as the Legislature or as the Executive, ask ourselves the question: 

"Is what we are doing in line with the Principles of Separation of Power?" While there is no 

harm in the Legislature jealously guarding its law-making functions, it should not attempt to 

execute policies. The same goes for the Executive: it should not dabble into law making. 

 

I like to observe that it is natural to have differences and occasional frictions in a democratic 

set up.  It is indeed the beauty of democracy. I am, however, happy to note that such incidents 

have been few and have not degenerated to a level that could make the State ungovernable. 

Mr Speaker and Honourable Members, I want to assure you that you are all my friends and 

whatever differences we may have should be based on principles. But as Chief Obafemi 

Awolowo would say, "Principles are not negotiable but the nature and method of their 

implementation is negotiable". For the sake of the masses who are yearning for development, 

the sooner we closed ranks the better.                                                      · 
 
Our colleagues in the Judiciary also deserve a sincere pat on the back for their forbearance and 

understanding. In Osun State, we recognise the independence of the Judiciary as one of the 

cardinal principles of the Rule of Law. As such, no executive machineries are allowed to 

interfere with the dispensation of justice in the State.  Unfortunately, unlike judges in 
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some States of the Federation, the judges of Osun State are poorly equipped, poorly housed 

and poorly clad to the extent that the government, since the inception of this State, has not 

been able to provide them with serviceable cars. It is most encouraging, however, that 

our judges, working under these unwholesome situations, are still able to carry out their 

functions without blemish. In other words, judges in Osun State have proved to be among the 

best in the whole world inspite of the fact that they are perhaps the most neglected of public 

servants. 
 

I can make bold to say here that since I assumed office as Governor of this State, I have not 

taken any step towards influencing the Judiciary in its functions of translating and 

interpreting the Laws of the land. I promise to abide by my oath of office in this regard, 

no matter the disposition of our decadent society towards corruption. However, the 

apparent neglect of the past in the case of the Judiciary will be addressed as soon as the 

resources of the State improve. 
 

Mr Speaker and Honourable Members, because of our set objectives, this 

Administration intends, in due course, to shift emphasis from the humanities to the sciences in 

our higher educational institutions in order to prepare the future generations of Osun State 

indigenes for technology-based careers. To achieve this desirable goal, more teachers in the 

sciences and technology will be recruited to reverse the present trend where well over 60% of 

teachers in public schools specialise in liberal arts and related subjects. 
 

In appreciation of the crucial role of teachers towards the successful implementation of our 

free education programme, this Administration is committing itself to a number of projects and 

schemes that will boost the morale of teachers and enhance their comfort and those of rural 

health workers in the State. In this connection, Government plans to establish "Satellite 

Villages" around all public health and educational institutions in rural areas. Meanwhile, 

Government has mobilized the Osun State Property Development Corporation for the 

purpose of establishing Pilot Satellite Villages at Temidire (Atakunmosa-East Local 

Governme nt), Tonkere (Ayedaade Local Government), Kajola Agisa (Boluwaduro Local 

Govememnt), Ajaba (IlaLocal Government), Odeyinka (Irewole Local Government), Oguro 

(Ejigbo Local Government), and Oniperegun (Ife-South Local Government). Plans have 

also reached an advanced stage for the provision of sanitary facilities (toilets) in schools. 
 

The State Government is concerned about the quality of power supplied by NEPA to the 

various towns and villages in the State. Arrangements have therefore been completed 

with the Federal Ministry of Power and Steel to strengthen power supply to Ede, Iwo, Osogbo, 

Ile-Ife, Ilesha, Ikirun, Iree, Esa-Oke, Ikire, Ila, Gbongan, Ejigbo and Okuku among other 

towns. Also rural electrification schemes are in the offing for Aladodo, Kajola-Agisa, 

Wakajaiye and Oke-Osun. 
 

In order to address the environmental problems confronting the State, I am pleased to 

inform this Honourable House that a sum ofN70million has been set aside to fight flood and 

erosion in Osogbo, Ilobu, Iwo, Ilesa, Ede, Ejigbo and other areas that are similarly affected. 
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In collaboration with Local Governments, about 120 boreholes have been slated for· 

construction in various parts of the State in order to boost water supply to our people. 

Similarly, as a complement to our free health programme, several sanitation projects will be 

put in place across the State. It is also envisaged that, by the grace of God, d with the 

support of our people, Government should be in a position to commission before the end of 

this year the ongoing water projects at Okuku, Iree, Iba, Ikire/Aportm, Orile-Owu, Ipetu 

Ijesa and Ikeji Arakeji. It is also gratifying to note that the water pipe network at Iwo is 

progressing satisfactorily and will be nearing completion by the end of the year. Similarly, 

Ilesa and Ejigbo water scheme will have reached an advanced stage of completion by this 

time next year. 
 

If there is one area of physical development which the unwary can easily point fingers to as 

neglected by this Administration, it will be in the area of road construction and maintenance. 

In this regard and in particular, mention will readily be made of the road network within the 

State Capital, which is in a state of disrepair. The reasons for this are not farfetched. To start 

with, Mr Speaker and the Housel it will interest you to note that the major roads in Osogbo 

township namely, the Old Garage-lkirun Road, Old Garage-Station-Ilesa Road, the 

Old Garage-MDS-Gbongan Road and Old Garage-Okefia-Ilobu Road which 

traverse the entire length-and-breadth of the township are all Federal roads. Attempts to 

get the Federal Government (through the Federal Controller of Works) to undertake_ the 

maintenance of these roads are yet to yield the required results. In addition, this Administration's 

earlier frantic attempt tore-award the contract for the construction of the Ola-lya/Ita Olokan 

Road suffered legal draw-backs. 
 

However, this Administration has, since our assumption of office, completed 240 Kilometres 

of macadamized/''tarred" roads linking lfe to Abiri to Ogudu towns; Ogudu to Odemuyiwa to 

Garage Olode; Ipetumodu to Ode-Omu; Ajebandele to Araromi Owu; -Garage Olode to 

Ajebandele; Iwo Railway Station to lkire; Ife to Mokuro to Itagunmodto lbodi; Ilesa to 

Ifewara; Imesi-Ile to lgbajo; Ada to lbokun to Idominasi and others. While it is true that the 

construction of these roads was commenced and undertaken with World Bank loans by the 

past Military Administrators, we share the credit for their completion and for not abandoning 

them as was the practice hitherto. 
 

However, I can neither vouch for the standard, quality nor the durability of any of these roads, 

the terms of their construction having been determined and settled before my assumption of 

office. I am, however, aware that some other roads similarly undertaken and completed with 

the World Bank loans and which were commissioned before we came into office have begun to 

fail/depress. Yet, such loans are not ready even for repayment. The affected roads are _ 

Awo/Ogbagba/Iwo, and Ede/Ara/Ejigbo. 

 
Within our limited resources, Mr Speaker and the Honourable Members, I am pleased 

to inform you that another 65 Kilometres of roads have been approved for construction. 
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These include: 
 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

and (d) 

Ede - Egbedi - Erin-Osun Road; 

Esa-Oke - Ila Road; 

Ila - Oyan Road; 

Orita Ola-lya-Ita-Olookan Road in Osogbo. 

 

It is hoped that those charged with the supervision of these roads would be patriotic enough . 

to ensure their durability. Very soon as well, necessary machinery will be put in place for the 

maintenance of other township roads within Osogbo and other big towns in the State. 

 
As we are all aware, Osogbo is not only the Capital of Osun State, it also hosts the headquarters 

of two of the State's 30 Local Governments. Therefore, a very high percentage of the total 

revenue accruing to Osun State since its inception in 1991 has been spent in promoting the 

beauty and physical development of the town and the welfare of its people. All the same, my 

Administration continues to fund development projects in Osogbo at a very great financial 

cost to the Government.  Some of such projects  include  the State  BroadcaS1:ing 

Corporation's Village at Oke-Baale, Legislators' Residential Quarters, etc. 

We must not forget, however, that there are other big cities and towns in Osun State which 

also deserve to be provided with various social amenities. My Government, therefore, accepts 

it as its bounden duty to assist all other cities and towns as well as the villages and rural 

farmsteads all over Osun State to enjoy improved facilities.  Our efforts at developing 

Osun State will continue to be non-discriminatory and, as we have started, we shall continue 

to execute socio-economic development projects in all areas of-Osun State. 
 

The cardinal programmes of our party-the Alliance for Democracy form the basis of the 

people's mandate to me as the Governor of Osun State. Those cardinal programmes emphasize 

the need for the overall development of all parts of the State, not only its capital, nor only the 

big cities. Therefore, Mr Speaker, I am reassuring all our people, through this 

Honourable House, that no amount of blackmail, or clandestine circulation of seditious 

pamphlets by cowardly and faceless anti-social/anti-progress elements in our midst, will 

stampede thisi Administration to abandon its avowed determination to put broad smiles on 

the faces of all' citizens of Osun State through the prosecution of masses-oriented programmes 

which transcend clannish and parochial interests. 
 
As I have always emphasized, the target of this Administration is the holistic develop 

ment of rural areas so that city dwellers themselves may be able to live in happiness through 

the resultant improvement to their living standards by way of provision of cheap, good 

quality foodstuffs all the year round; through stemming of rural-urban migrations; through the 

arrest of mass unemployment and checking the spread of city squalors which breed criminals 

of all descriptions and make life rather unsafe in our society today. 
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In the same vein, we are working assiduously towards expanding the basis for self 

actualisation by the people of Osun State through school and cooperative agriculture, 

the provision of good technical training opportunities for the youth, promotion of 

individually-owned and self-managed small-scale industries and, of course, through a 

buoyant economy, which will result from all the developmental efforts of this Government. 

Towards this end, my Administration: has initiated and is vigorously pursuing negotiations 

with prospective investors from North and South America, Europe, Asia and Australia. 

Our efforts have reached advanced and encouraging stages for the setting up in the near 

future a number of small/medium-scale industries by foreign entrepreneurs in this State. Our 

areas of interest include electricity, power plant, colour T.V. Assembly plant, metal and plastic 

Spectacle Frames Factory, Sugar Cane Processing Plants, Food Processing Plants and Marble 

Processing Factory.                                                 :· 

 
In my maiden address to this Honourable House, I did say that it is our bounden duty "to 

restructure the public service for the purpose of implementing the free education and health 

programmes of this Government". I mentioned it then because, having watched from the 

sidelines the untoward effects which the various Civil Service Reforms (especially the 

1988 Reforms) had on Public Servants, I knew the public service we were inheriting was 

not the same as we had in yester-years. Since my assumption of office, however, the need to 

re-shape and restructure the public service in order to re-orientate and reposition public 

servants, as well as make them more relevant to the needs of democratic governance has 

even become more apparent. I hasten, however, to assure this honourable House that in 

carrying out the restructuring exercise, fairness and justice shall be our watchwords. The 

intention is not to witch-hunt anyone, as our primacy interest and concern is to ensure that 

round pegs are put in round holes, and thus promote discipline, decency and efficiency in the 

public service. 
 
In the meantime, the Head of the Civil Service has been asked to put necessary machinery 

in place for the training and re-training of public servants in order to "sharpen" them for 

improved performance. It is a matter for regret that, over the years, organization of 

training programmes had been put on the back burner. This should not be so. If we expect 

civil servants to perform creditably well, adequate and regular training is a sine qua non. 
 
At this juncture, I wish to say it loud and clear that our concern for the welfare of public 

servants in all ramifications is genuine and real. This brings me to the issue of the current 

minimum wage which has just been approved by the National Assembly. I have said to the 

Press and I wish t'o re-state here, that notwithstanding the fact that the Federal Government 

did not involve the States in its negotiation with labour, my Administration is determined and 

resolved to pay the new minimum wage as approved for workers by the Nation 

Assembly, This will, however, not hinder proposed reorganisation of the Public Service which 

is meant to ease out all .officers of doubtful integrity as well as dead woods, and thus pave the 

way for the injection of new b1ood in relevant fields into the Public Service. 

97 



 

Bisi Akande                                                             Moving Osun State to Prosperity 
 
May I also use this-occasion to let this Honourable House know that my concern for the 

welfare of public servants transcends their service years. Because of the value which I attach 

to the sacrifices made by a considerable number of public servants, I have, since assuming 

office, shown keen interest in the payment of gratuities and pensions to retired officers. 1 
When we came into office, we inherited an incredible backlog of gratuity and pension 

arrears running into hundreds of millions of naira. As a matter of fact, there were pathetic 

cases of officers who retired five or six years before who were neither paid their gratuities 

nor put on pension roll. There were even a number of reported cases of retired officers who 

died while anxiously pursuing the payment of their entitlements. I am pleased to inform this 

House that that trend has since been reversed. The machinery for the administration of pay 

ment of pension and gratuities has been overhauled and more improvement is expected 

soon. As a matter of fact, I have asked the Head of Service to ensure that an acceptable 

and open pattern of payment is evolved in order to ensure fairness and parity of treatment 

to all concerned. 
 

Having spent one year in office, this Administration must begin to count its days. And as 

elected representatives of the people, we must bear it in mind at all times that we have joint 

responsibility to promote and ensure the sustenance of our hard-earned democracy. We 

must do nothing or leave undone anything that is capable of giving the military an excuse 

to re-commence the political and economic rape of our people. 
 

Permit me to emphasize that what we need most is peace and mutual understanding. 

Peace in our inter-personal, inter-community, inter-clan, and inter-tribal relations. It must be 

emphasized, however, that while peace promotes social, economic and political develop 

ment, only equitable development can, in turn, promote peace. I am not unaware, Mr Speaker, 

that some of our people at present feel that they are being alienated and put at a disadvantage 

by some of the masses-oriented programmes of this Government. This feeling is unfortunate 

as this Government has no deliberate plan to discriminate against any group of people or any 

part of the State. I, therefore, wish to use this medium to assure all and sundry that the 

implementation of our integrated socio-economic programmes will be of immense benefit to 

every citizen of Osun State, be they city or rural dwellers, salaried or self employed. This 

Government wishes to assure all our people of its commitment to improve the lot of the 

common man in the areas of free health, free education, rural integration and employment 

opportunities, among others. 
 

There is no gain-saying the fact that what we are doing now is a sharp departure. from what 

used to happen in the State. Our policies, which are a sort of leveler, cannot but hurt some 

categories of people who hitherto had milked the State dry since 1992. The class of people 

who feel most offended by the attempts of the present Administration to transform Osun State 

positively is made up of some contractors who, before the advent of this Administration, 

used to collect money from Government for non-existing contracts. They also had the 

penchant to "co-opt"and "initiate" any in-coming administration into their fold by offering 
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it mout4-watering shares of the proceeds from re-negotiated costs of such contracts 

(known in popular parlance as "contract variations") only to abandon the execution 

of the contracts thereafter. Our refusal to be associated with such nefarious activities, 

and complicity against the people who gave us the mandate to serve them, has 

earned us all sorts of  name-calling even as they resort to rumour peddling, 

anonymous pamphleteering. or use of false pseudonyms in an attempt to 

tarnish the public image of this  open, sincere, and masses-oriented 

Administration. Considering the viciousness of this group, a lot of caution is · 

.required in order not to allow them cause untold disaffection amongst us. We must 
always be wary of their diversionary and subversive activities, especially in 
view of the violent acrimonies already going on in some parts of the State. 

 
Mr Speaker and the House, as the saying goes, eternal vigilance is the price of 

liberty. We must not leave room for unnecessary distractions in our joint resolve 

to move this State forward. I, therefore, wish to also call on all well-meaning citizens 

of this State to join hands with Government in its bid to take the State to a new 

haven.  Let us all pull together. I urge those with means, especially those residing 

outside the State, to come home to establish industries and create job 

opportunities for our growing youth population. 
 
Mr Speaker, Honourable Members, I since rely thank you once again for 

the cooperation which exists between the Legislature and the Executive of Osun 

State.  I, no doubt, will very much cherish that we continue to work very 

harmoniously together for the progress of our State and dear people. May I also, 

through this Honourable House, extend the deep appreciation of the Government 

to all Chairmen and Councilors in the various Local Governments and to all the 

good people of Osun State for their unflinching support for this Administration. 

I pledge, on behalf of this Government and myself, that we shall not betray the 

confidence which the State's electorate has reposed in us. With God Almighty's 

continued guidance and protection, and with the cooperation and support of all our 

people, my Government will take Osun State to enviable heights in the years ahead. 

 

I thank you very much. God bless. 
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POVERTY REDUCTION IN A DELICATE DEMOCRACY 
 

A paper presented at the Faculty of Basic Medical Sciences, College of 

Medicine, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria, On Friday, 20 April, 2001. 
 
 
 
Introduction: 

Either in a democracy or in a dictatorship, national power is measured in terms of 

economic self-sufficiency and military superiority. Knowledge promotes economic and mili 

tary power through scientific and technological impetus.  In a dictatorship, knowledge cannot 

grow because free thinking, free speech and free discussion are stifled to the extent that MAN 

has no opportunity to exercise those fundamental human rights.  In a democracy, however, 

access to rights such as free movement, free education, free healthcare, decent housing 

and good food are demanded, debated and discussed; even if they would not be addressed 

by the people in authority, they would form the basis for eventual promises by those aspiring 

to power through elections. 

Democracy becomes delicate however in a polity consisting of rival ethnic groups 

whose people are economically poor and their government militarily weak and where MAN 

has no personal opinion for fear of contradicting the aggregate opinion of his ethnic group.  It 

becomes worse where the leadership of such ethnic groups are either misinformed, confused 

and unfocussed and/or where the leadership use the opportunity of the credulity of their 

kinsmen for personal aggrandisement and wealth.  It is necessary at this point to place the 

present state of the Nigerian democracy in its historical context. 
 

The Settlements Along The River Niger Zone  
 

The water from Futa-Jalon Highlands from around the towns called Jariba, Segu and 
Niani which flowed into a confluence at Jenne began the flow of River Niger. It passes 

through Timbuktu and Gao at its northern bend into the lands of the Hausa Fulani near 

Kamba town and through the lands of Kamberi at Bussa, the lands of Takpa (Nupe) at 

Pategi, the lands of Ebira at Kotonkarfi, the lands of lgala at Idah, the lands of Igbo at 

Onitsha before/entering into the swamps of its own delta via Ugheli, Warri, Degema and 

Yenagoa etc. From these it empties into the Atlru_1tic Ocean via Forcados, Brass and Port-

Harcourt. Into river Niger flows River Benue at Lokoja. River Benue begins from the 

Cameroon Mountains and passes through the lands of the Mumuye at Yola, the lands of Apa 

people (the Jukuns) at Benue-Gongola confluence and the land of the Tiv at Makurdi.  At the 

middle of the northern 

part of Rivers Niger and Benue is a wide range of High Plateau and mountains from where 

Rivers Sokoto, Mariga and Gurara flow into river Niger by the North-Western part of Lokoja, 

and from where River Gongola flows into River Benue. Also from there flow Rivers Hadejia 

and Komadugu Gana towards the .North-Eastern part of Lokoja into Lake Chad.  

River Taraba also flows into River Benue from Gotel Mountains. 
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These water net-works made it possible for the beginning of the village, town and tribal 

settlements among the Hausa Fulani, the Kanuri, the Gwari, the Margi, the Bata, the Longuda, the 

Angas, the Nupe, the Igala, the Ebira, the ldoma and the other ethnic groups that are located 

around and towards the northern part of the confluence of Rivers Niger and Benue. The 

Southern part of the confluence is rich in moisture from constant rainfall. While to the western 

part of River Niger are settled the various Yoruba and Edo kingdoms; to the eastern part are 

settled the Igbo and the Ekoi independent and republican hamlets and villages. To the South 

are the Ijaws, the Itsekiris, the Urhobos and the Efik and Ibibio family clans and village 

kingdoms. 
 

Trade Along River Niger 
 

To the north of Rivers Niger and Benue, there were small individual family farm-holdings for 

grains production while to the south, similar farm-holdings were devoted to tuber 

production. Many women engaged in food preparation for the consumption of family 

members and for neighbours at a price by barter. This stimulated inter-family relationship. 

This sort of inter-family co-operation developed into daily (or nightly) markets and periodical 

markets (every third, fifth, ninth or fifteenth -day markets) in all the settlements within the 

neighbourhood kingdoms and village republics to the north and south of the Niger and Benue 

rivers. Trade activities and cultural relationships thus started and became regular and intense. 

Apart from farming, hunting, fishing, gathering, and trading, cattle rearing became another 

economic activity in these parts. 
 

Strategically  located along the Niger river were Yauri, Rabba (a Nupe entrepot destroyed by 

war in 1847) and Idah. Trade across the Sahara Desert involved import and export from the 

Mediterranean coast through Katsina and Bornu to Kano and from Kano and Bornu again 

to Rabba and Idah water-way markets and also to-Yauri and Nikki from where the south 

coastal markets of Ejinrin, Whydar and Porto Novo were reached via the caravan routes.  

Trade intercourse between the Sahara of the north and the southern coast of West-Africa 

stimulated economic activities which in Cluded iron-mining and smithing, wood and leather 

crafts, soap making, salt and potash refining, palm produce and intensive land, water and 

animal transportations. This commercial interaction later encouraged kingdom and empire 

building, raiding expeditions and aggressive inter-tribal warfare which degenerated 

into slave raiding, slave labour, local slave trading and slave _exportation across_ the 

Sahara to the Arabian countries. In the meantime, numerous rudimentary chieftainships 

were already being fotn1ded by htn1ting tribes in the areas covering the mouths, the estuaries, the 

deltas, the valleys and the swamps of the various rivers that flowed into the Atlantic Ocean on the 

western coast of Africa. Some of these chieftainships were already growing or federating into 

feudal states and kingdoms. 
 
Slave Traders 

To aggravate the c6nfussion arising from these induced inter-tribal warfare was the arrival of the 

Portuguese to the Ocean gulf between the mouth of river Senegal at St. Louise· and the 
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delta of River Niger which was named as the Gulf of Guinea (guinea is a derived word form 

the Berbers' phrase meaning 'land of the Black man'). The Portuguese stopped to catch 

Senegalese slaves in1445, reached River Gambia in1455, arrived in Sierra Leone (the 

Lion Mountains) in 1462, began trade in Benin river in1472, built a fort in Gold Coast 

(Ghana) in 1482, landed missionaries in the Congo in l484, arrived Cape Coast in South 

Africa in1486 and loaded slaves into their trading vessels in the Forcados rivers in1522. 

By 1659, 'Ichoo' (Eko) an Island settlement by the 'region of river Lagua' with the only 

natural harbour on the West Africa Coast was already on the Dutch map as a slave market. 

The name 'Lagos' was later derived from the Portuguese word 'Lagoon'. The estuary of 

the Cross River was already being used to export slaves by 1698. These slaves were being 

used for mining and for plantation works in Mexico and Peru in the Hispaniola and Cuba. 

All along, as was earlier remarked, from about the middle of the 15
th

 century, slaves 

were being exported more intensively through Katsina and Bomu across the Sahara 

Desert in exchange for horses, salt and jewelry. In all these tribulations, the traditional 

rulers and the powerful people always acted as the agents of the slave traders against the 

interests of their subjects. 

 
Fulani Jihads 

 
In 1804, the Fulani Jihadists under Uthman B. Fudi (Usumanu dan Fodio) began 

the colonization of the Hausa kingdoms and those other kingdoms adjacent to the Hau.sa 

territories by conquest, by Islamic religion evangelisation and by imperial 

administrative control through caliphal authority from Sokoto. By 1812, the whole of 

Northem part of Rivers Niger and Benue except Bomu and Tiv land had almost been 

conquered by the Fulani Muslim Empire. To placate the vanquished and to consolidate their 

rule the Jihadists called the area Hausa/Fulani land and emphasized the reformation of 

lslamic religion in line with their own doctrines. 

 

In the meantime, Oyo Empire to the South West of River Niger had begun to disinte 

grate since about 1790. While the South-Western territories were seceding, Fulani Moslem 

Jihadists began attack by the North in 1810. In the process, Afonja, a Chief of Alafin of 

Oyo, posted to the outpost of Ilorin rebelled against Oyo Empire. In 1817, he secured the 

support of the Fulani Muslim Jihadists to establish himself as the ruler of Ilorin. The wars that 

followed the rebellion led to the destruction of old Oyo and the total collapse of the Oyo 

Empire. From the ruins of the collapse emerged the new war camps of Ibadan, Ijaiye, and 

Abeokuta. 

 

Ibadan And IIorin Wars 
 

Afonja was eventually killed by the Fulani Muslim Jihadists who thereafter, treacherously in 

1831, took over Ilorin. Ibadan soon became the master of Yorubaland in wars and began 

battles against Ilorin. Ibadan defeated IIorin in all battles and demonstrated sagacity in the 
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consolidation of its hold on the conquered territories. It planted tyranny among the van 

quished. This led to the formation of the 'Parapo' among the Igbomina, Ekiti and Ijesa 

kingdoms who went into alliance with Ilorin against Ibadan in 1878. Ibadan still won. The 

parapo renewed the challenge in1879 and the war persisted till 1893 when British 

colonialists had to separate them at Offa-having colonized the rest of Yorubaland from 

Lagos. If it was a war of Yoruba unification', neither Ibadan nor Ilorin succeeded in 

establishing the 'Pan Yoruba State'. The British ceded Ilorin with the parts of Oyo, 

Igbomina, Ekiti and Ibolo districts of Yorubaland in its environ to Hausa/Fulani Emirate of 

the Sokoto caliphate in 1906. 

 

The British Incursion 
 

Two British Acts of Parliament - in 1807 and 1833 - abolished slavery and the slave 

trade.  Yet the illicit trading in slaves continued to service local trades till about 1850 or much 

later. 

 
The British explorers, beginning with Mungo Park's two explorations via Gambia and Segou 

(1795-1799) and from Timbuktu to Bussa (1805-1806), Oudney, Denham and Hugh 

Clapperton via Tripoli (1820-1822) Hugh Clapperton and Richard Lander via Lagos (1825- 

1827), Richard and John Lander at Bussa (1830) and Macgregor Laird to Lokoja via the 

Niger Delta creeks in 1832, were trying to discover Lake-Chad and the navigability of any 

River to the interior from the Ocean. In the meantime, British merchants were active at the 

ports of Badagry, Lagos, Benin River, Warri, Bonny, Brass, Old and New Calabar. At the 

same time Christian missionaries were having evangelical in. .roads into Badagry, Abeokuta, 

Lagos, Ibadan and Warri in the west, and Bonny, Nembe, Okirika, Eleme, Kalahari and 

Calabar in the East Coast. 

 

In 1827, a naval presence was established at Fernando Po and in1849 a British diplomatic 

link was made by the appointment of John Beecroft as the Consul for the Bights of Benin and 

Biafra to regulate, they said, legal trades on the coast, to ensure total abolition of slave trade, 

and to afford protection to religious missionaries working among the natives. Thus far the 

British military, religious missionary, commercial, consulate, exploration and administrative 

presence were already established to begin the exploitation of the people on the coast and in 

the hinterland. 

 

By 1854 the drug for malaria had been discovered and European merchants began to set up 

trading companies along River Niger. Water ferrying as a form of transportation started along 

the Niger with the involvement of the British and the French beginning in 1860 and 1870 

respectively in the buying of local palm produce, ivory, pepper etc. or the exchange of same 

for manufactured goods of various kinds and appearances. 

 

Water-way markets sprang up in Aboh and Onitsha on the River Niger and native merchants 

criss-crossed the bush paths and the caravan routes to link up the river side markets at Yauri, 
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Jebba, Lokoja, Idah, Onitsha, Benin, Atijere, Okiti-pupa, Epe, Ejinrin and Badagry. 

Business was also brisk on the Ogun River between Abeokuta and Lagos and on the Benin, 

Qua lboe, Cross and Imo Rivers. 

Lagos was ceded to the British in 1861.  In 1879, the British merchant firms amalgamated to . 

become United African Company (U.AC). The name of the company was changed in 1886 

under a Royal Charter which enabled it to maintain peace and orderly government of the 

entire Niger Basin together with the whole of what is now known as the Northern States. 

 

The British And The Fulani 
 

The scramble for Africa by various European powers began in 1880 and this made the Royal 

Niger Company both a trading and a governing concern for the British, In other words, both 

Lagos  (1861) and the whole  of the Northern States of the present Nigeria had been 

presumed colonized by 1886.  While the Governor of Lagos, under the guise that he was 

clearing the trade route being blocked by the Yoruba wars, was adopting all means including 

bribery, cajolery, intimidation and military aggression to induce or coerce the Yoruba 

kings to sign treaties placing Yoruba territories in the west under British protection between 

1886 and 1893, Lugard bombarded the North with military might from between 1897 to 

1906. 
 
 

By 1885, the political authority of Ekpe (law makers) and the king of Calabar was taken over 

by the British declaration of a Niger Coast protectorate.  The take-over rendered impotent 

the authority of the kings of Bonny, Eleme, Kalahari and Opobo.  . 

 

The colonization of the areas north and south of Rivers Niger and Benue by the British was 

almost complete by 1900. 

 
The British colonialists were frustrated because they could not gain access to the Igbo 

heartland by that date. In 1902, the military attack on the 'Aro' oracle opened to the British the 

way to the governing of the Igbo people.  This was followed by the expedition to 

Afikpo; Umunneoha and numerous village settlements, ending with eleven expeditions 

mounted in 1915 and  many  more  troop patrols against violent resistance of the lbo 

up to 1917. 
 

The railway lines which began in 1895 from Lagos reached Ibadan in 1900, Osogbo 1905, 

Offa 1907, Ilorin 1908 and Kano 1912; and fi1m Port Harcourt to Enugu coalfield in 1913 

to 1915. These two later cities began as a result of the discovery of coal at Enugu in 1908 and 

the need for a railway outlet to the ocean through a more suitable route than Calabar. Thus 

the founding of Port Harcourt in 1913 and Enugu in 1915. 
 

It can thus be seen how the European powers, particularly the British in this case, had used 

the combined efforts of their explorers, traders, Christian missionaries, diplomatic consulate, 

administrators and their military might to out-manoeuvre the Hausa-Fulani Caliphate in its 

guile to use religious reformation to subjugate and colonise the native empires and kingdoms 

in this part of West Africa in the 19
th

    Century. 
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Lord Lugard became the High Commissioner of the protectorate of the North in 1900 while 

Sir W. McGregor was Governor for the South. Lugard left for the governorship of Hong 

Kong from 1907 to 1912. He returned to combine the governorship of both the South and 

the North. He proclaimed the amalgamation and full colonization of the combined territo 

ries by the British in 1914. In the meantime, in 1898, in an article published by the ’Timess' 

of London, Mrs: Flora Shaw, who later got married to Lord Lugard, had suggested a name 

for the new British colony so proclaimed. It was called 'NIGERIA'. 

 
Native Tutelage · 

 
The Clifford Constitution of 1923 which permitted elective representation from Lagos 

(3 seats) and Calabar (1 seat) in the Legislative Council gave birth to such political 

.parties as the Nigerian National Democratic Party (NNDP) in 1923 and the Nigerian Youth 

Movement (NYM) in 1934. The NYM replaced the People's Union which had existed in 

Lagos since the previous century. 

 

In August, 1944, at the initiative of the Lagos King's College branch of the Nigeria 

Union of Students, an organisation embracing a conglomeration of various bodies known as 

the National Council of Nigeria and Cameroons (NCNC) was formed for the purpose 

of providing a forum for expressing criticisms against the Colonial Administration. 

 
In December, 1944, Sir Arthur Richards-the Governor-published a new constitutional 

proposal which widened native representation by nominations and stipulated opportunity 

for deliberations on, rather than participation in, colonial administration. The Southem 

Nationalists, who were opposed to mere legislative discussion by native representatives 

nominated by colonial officers, called for elective representation and native participation 

in the whole process of government. 

 

The constitution was wholly welcomed by the Natural Rulers who were then regarded by the 

nationalists as puppets of the British Administration. Inspite of serious objections by 

the Nationalists the people's reaction was ignored and the proposal was promulgated into the 

Richards Constitution of 1946. 

 

In 1949, the new Governor, Sir John Macpherson, began consultations for the review of 

the Richards Constitution. It was the beginning of practical training for the natives in constitution 

making, and in political compromise between the politically conscious and socially developed 

South and the less politically conscious and socially developed North. 

 
There was no political party to champion the mobilisation of the people and the 

co-ordination of opinions emanating from the various discussions which took place at various 

forums including Provincial meetings and conferences in 1950. The NYM and the NNDP 

were already dead while the NCNC had been weakened by internal wranglings largely caused 
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by the allegation of embezzlement of funds made against some of its members in the wake 

of the party's unsuccessful delegation to the United Kingdom to oppose the Richards 

Constitution. The Zikist Movement which came into being after 1944 had been declared 

illegal in April 1950 by Government for engaging in violent activities. 

 

In Aprill951, the Action Group (AG) put together by the quiet and painstaking efforts 

of Chief Obafemi  Awolowo, was  inaugurated at .Owo as a political party.  The  party 

had a structure and  a well -articulated programme of action.  Thereafter the 

NCNC transformed into a political party under Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe.  It may be necessary to 

point out that one Raji Abdallah had founded the Northern Elements Progressive ·union 

(NEPU) in 1947. Its existence was however epileptic because of the hostility of the colonial 

officers and their agents- the conservative Emirs.  However, at the instigation of the 

British Administrators in the North, the cultural organisation- the JAMIYAR 

MUTANEN AREWA-formed by the first Northern medical doctor, Dr. R. A B. 

Dikko- was turned into a political party, the Northern People’s Congress (NPC) in 

1951. Those who opposed the conversion of JAMIYAR MUTA NEN  AREWA into  

a political party were  led by the organisation 's General Secretary Mallam Aminu Kano.  

They resuscitated the ailing NEPU. 
 
Nigerian  Independence 

 
By the date of independence in 1960,  Nigeria had three  largely  autonomous 

regions namely, Northern Region. Westem Region, and Eastern Region.  The 

Northern People’s Congress (NPC) was the party in power in Northern Region, With the Action 

Group (AG), in the opposition; the Eastern Region had the National Council of Nigerian 

Citizens (NCNC) as the party  in power with t he Action Group( AG) in the opposition.  

The Action Group (AG) controlled Western Region with the NCNC in the opposition. 

At the Federal level, an NPC and NCNC coalition had Alhaji Sir Abubakar Tafavva 

Balewa (NPC) as the Prime Minister and Dr. Nnamdi Azikwe (NCNC) as Governor 

General while Chief Obafemi Awolowo of the Action Group (AG) was the Leader of 

Opposition. 
 

The State Of Emergency 
 

In May, 1962 there was an open crisis in the AG which the then Federal Government 

exploited to declare a state of emergency in Western Region. The Western Region House of 

Assembly and indeed the Government of the Region were suspended to pave way for the 

imposition of a caretaker Government headed by an appointee of the NPC- 

NCNC Federal  Government-Dr. M.A. Majekodunmi. 

 
Before the expiration of Dr. Majekodunmi's administration Chief S.L. Akintola, the 

Premier of Western Region, whose conflict with his party leader, Chief Awo1owo, had 

led to the declaration of a state of emergency, quietly put together a new political party-

United Peoples' Party (UPP).  At the expiration of the emergency Chief Akintola's UPP 

agreed to a coalition with the NCNC opposition led by Chief Remi Fani-Kayode. 
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After the inauguration of Egbe Omo 0lofm by Justice Adetokm1bo Ademola on 29th 

February, 1964 with a view of sub:..merging Egbe Omo Oduduwa (founded in 1946 and the 

precursor of Awolowo's Action Group) Akintola's UPP merged with Fani-Kayode's 

faction of the NCNC to form another political party known as NNDP (an off-shoot of 

the Egbe Omo Olofin). Chief Akintola remained premier of Western Region while 

ChiefFani-Kayode was appointed Deputy Premier. 

 

The population figures collated from the National Census of 1963 were annom1ced in 

the early part of 1964. The figures were unacceptable to the NCNC which rejected them 

outright.  This development caused a crack in the NPC-NCNC Federal Government. 

 
On 3rd June, 1964, and in preparation for the impending Federal Elections the Action Group 

and the NCNC formed an alliance known as the United Progressive Grand Alliance (UPGA). 

The NNDP reacted to that by forming an Alliance with the NPC, known as Nigerian National 

Alliance (NNA). Following the political crisis arising from the December 1964 Federal 

elections, there was tension all over the country. 
 

On 11
th

 October, 1965, there was election on into the Western Region House of 

Assembly. The election was widely claimed to have been wantonly rigged. The 

Government which resulted from the disputed election appointed virtually all the 

members on the Government side a<; Ministers. 

The protest against the rigged election which lasted ninety-three (93) days was marked 

with widespread civil unrest, demonstrations and rioting popularly known as"WETI-E"(i.e. 

"BURN HIM"). The extent and duration of the violence led to a coup d'etat on 15
th

  

January, 1966-the first in Nigeria. 

 

Military Rule 
 

There was a counter-coup d'etat on July 29, 1966 because, as it was alleged, the then 

military Head of State, General J.T.U Aguyi-Ironsi, had set in motion the process of 

changing the com1try's federal structure to a unitary one. 

The confusion that followed led to the purported secession of the former Eastern Region 

from Nigeria and a bloody civil war which ended in 1970. The military remained in government 

till 1st October, 1979. There was a brief civilian democracy for the four years between 

1979 and December, 1983.  The democracy experiment collapsed because of the 

massive rigging of the 1983 elections. A Military Government was back in the saddle 

at the end of 1983. 

By July 1985, Major General Ibrahim Babangida ousted Major-General Muharnmadu 

Buhari to become the first self-styled Military President of Nigeria. Generals Abacha and 

Abubakar took turns as military heads of Government in that order with the latter handing 

over power to an elected President after another horrible spell of military dictatorship. 

In the meantime, the Western Powers through their agencies-World Bank and Interna 

tional Monetary FW1d (IMF) exploited the naivity and credulity of the military to teleguide and 

manipulate Nigeria's economy to suit their own interests. 
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Military Contractors 
 

Ali  along, military rule  had  bred a sizeable number of nouveau riche from  among the 

soldiers and their contractors from the spoils of the civil war and the wastes of the oil 

money. These nouveau riche collaborated with  the soldiers to sustain the 

continuance of the military in power for twenty-nine out of the forty years of Nigeria's 

political independence. Most  Nigerians who were born in 1960 and later, spent a greater 

proportion of their lives under military rule. It is therefore not unusual for such Nigerians 

to have taken after the class of wealthy retired soldiers and their contractor agents.  The 

habit of seeking wealth without sweat which this situation has bred is the propelling 

force for the prevalence of armed robbery, cultism, fraud etc. in the country today.  As a 

result, private business initiative is being strangulated; inflation and unemployment are 

beyond control. As a way of coping with the resultant malaise, everybody now looks 

up either to government for patronage or to the prayer-revival services. 

 

The  Regime Of Bribery 
 

The military government in order to ensure its longevity, resorted to bribing religious and 

other leaders with money or government appointments. States and Local  Governments 

were created by fiat without any discernible or objective criteria.  Communities were 

groupe d into such contraptions without consideration of their cultural, historical or 

political compatibility.  The  more the  State and  Local Governments created by 

the  Federal Military government  the more  the people 's demand s for more  of such  

creations; and the poorer each  resultant State or Local Government becomes  the 

more the  intercom- unity feuds and industrial disharmonies they contend with. The 

proliferation of States and Local Governments h a s  impoverished the States and 

paradoxically enhanced the Federal Government. 

 

Concentration of Powers 
 

While the Federal government has bleached the States of all sources of internally 

generated revenue, it throws. like crumbs only 22% and 24% of the revenue the Federation 

Account to 36 States and over 700 Local Governments respectively for sharing among 

themselves. To worsen matters the formula used in sharing the amount due to the States 

favours sheer land size as opposed  to the needs of man who ought to be the focus of 

development. Between the soldiers and their contractor agents and several public officers 

as collaborators, the bulk of the resources of this country have been frittered away through 

self-aggrandisement. Hence the constant communal feuds over demands for more 

States and more local governments by the numerous other citizens who are looking for 

opportunities to become councillors. governors and  commissioners or  to  be a 

part of  the  bureaucracy 's self-serving officers and  self-awarding contractors. The 

traditional leaders too are not relenting in their  bid to share power with civil  

democratic authority or possibly to out manoeuvre it. Afterall  the traditional fathers 

feel more comfortable with military rule. 
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The Democratic Transition 
 

The PDP- controlled Federal government has now realised the enormity of 

the problems created by the Military while it was in power. The sheer size of the 

problem appears to have confused Chief Obasanjo's government which seems to have 

run out of ideas for solution. The unchecked unitarisation of the country's political 

structure has generated much ethnic and group resentment. While President Obasanjo 

screamed that PDP was an undisciplined party, the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, Alhaj Ghali Umar Na'abba, proved that PDP had no agenda for 

Nigeria- At the same time, the bulk of the party's membership who were soldiers, 

military contractors and military apologists and who wooed Obasanjo to politics, have 

begun to converge to bring Babangida back to power. These powers-behind-the-

throne in the PDP have employed all means-including using money- to·destabilize the 

Alliance for Democracy (AD)-the only party in Nigeria today which has a people-

oriented  programme which the Governors of the States under its control are 

prosecuting as fervently  as the circumstances of each State permit. 
 
 

Historical Epitome 
 

From the foregoing historical sketch, we have seen: 
 
 

           (1)    how the family developed into village, town and kingdom polities of  

diverse numerous ethnic nationalities; 

  (2) how these polities were being colonised by the Fulanis and how the British    
took over from them; 

(3)      how the Nigerian polity was put together by the British irrespective of 

ethnic differences; 

(4)   how our contact with scientific education and modern technology before 

independence was most rudimentary; 

(5)      how our economy has remained poor, and how our security of life, of food, 

of property, of employment and of movement has since been most 

unreliable and weak; 

(6)  how post-independence democracy turned  to military  dictatorship; 

(7)    how the military split the political class into the "old" and the "new'' breeds as 

a divide-and-rule tactics to perpetuate dictatorship and to entrench waste 

and corruption; 

(8)     how the international  powers had used the military to "SAP' the Naira 

and subject the Nigerian economy to the manipulation of the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) through World Bank loans; 

(9)  how the traditional rulers constituted problems for their subjects by serving as the 

agents of the international slave merchants, as indirect ruler under 

British colonial exploitation, and as the collaborators of the military in 

their wasteful and corrupt management of resources; 
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(10)  the current demonstration of indiscipline among the leadership of the Federal 

Government's ruling party dominated by retired military generals and their 

collaborators; 

(11)  the continued attempt to buy over or to coerce into submission the leadership of 

the Alliance for Democracy (AD) with a view to submerging democratic 

process and turning Nigeria into a one-party state; 

(12)  the history of Nigeria provides the basis  for  Democratic- Federalism, 

as opposed to a unitary arrangement; and 

(13)  how our fledgling democracy is in such delicate state as to threaten the survival of 

Nigeria as one country. 

 

Delicate Democracy 
 

In a delicate democracy, nothing is certain.  The stability of the polity cannot be taken for 

granted. Consequently, there is jostle for power by all means and at all cost.  It is a situation 

which could degenerate to a state of anarchy where man shall be a threat to other men 

depending on the strength and the sophistication of the arsenal of power available to each 

person. A state of anarchy can be likened to the kingdom of animals in the jungle where the 

lion can freely eat the antelope with impunity. In such a state, any talk of freedom of speech, 

or of movement or of life becomes hollow.  Laws become impossible to enforce. By the 

same token, disorder will reign-and the society will lack security of life, security of property, 

security of food and security of energy for transportation. 

 

Poverty And Human Needs 
 

For survival, man's basic needs are food (defined to include unpolluted air and water), 

shelter and cl9thing. A man is said to be rich or poor depending on his access to these things. 

Therefore, man's access to these essential needs tends to improve his well-being; 

conversely, anything that denies him easy access to these basic needs aggravates his 

poverty. 

 

Man, through trials and errors, domesticated his sources of food when he accidentally 

developed agriculture and, was able to settle down in one place instead of going about 

gathering wild fruits and hunting wild animals for food. That was the beginning of education 

and of modem civilisation. Settled living enables men to live together and protect themselves 

against intruders from outside their own settlements. Living together led to deciding on 

rules and regulations which should guide the relationships among the members of the same 

settlements -that was the beginning of government. 

 

In essence, government exists, therefore, primarily and solely to promote the well 

being and happiness of all the people in a given polity be it a family, a hamlet, a village, a town; 

a Local Government Area, a State, or an entire country. The economy (i.e. all the resources 
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of the polity) exists for and belongs to the people, and must be exploited, developed and used 

to increase their welfare. 

 

'Poverty' is a complex and multi-dimensional concept, which connotes a lack of access to 

basic necessities of life, and the inability of the individual to command resources needed for 

his self-sustenance. Encapsulated in the concept are: not having enough  food;  lack of a 

shelter suitable for healthy living; lack of access to good health care resulting in ill-health and 

a low life-expectancy; lack of access to functional education; inability to be involved  in 

the decision- making  process within one's community; lack of productive assets 

(especially skills) and economic infrastructure; despair resulting from inability to protect oneself 

against economic, socio cultural and political discrimination and marginalisation; undue 

vulnerability 

and exposure to risks, stress and shocks as a result of insecurity and defencelessness. 

The incidence of poverty in a society can therefore be measured in terms of the degree to 

w}lich an individual (or a household) is able to fulfil the commonly accepted set of social 

functions in his community (such as giving and receiving gifts, regularity in the consump 

tion of certain food items, celebration of social/traditional festivals), and the freedom to 

actively  participate in t he processes through which the community arrives at decisions 

affecting its members. 

 

Poor Brain Breeds Poverty 
 

The head is the mental engine of the body; a poor brain is thus the beginning of man's poverty. 

In other words, any efforts to reduce a person's poverty must start with his education. 

 

The more educated a man is, the cleaner should be his drinkable water, the more nutritious 

should  be his foods,  the more hygienic should  be his home, the more conducive to the 

weather would be his clothings and the more the technology of the transportation he should 

desire.  The more the serenity of the environn1ent he should love to live in so that the air he 

breathes would be pollution free. 

 

Political Imperatives 
 
It is evident therefore that the immediate future will be doomed to a siege of confusion in 

Nigeria unless: 

(i) 
 
 

(ii) 
 
 
 
 
 

(iu) 

The operation of true and genuine Federalism becomes imperative as a basis 

for the continuing existence of the corporate entity known as Nigeria; 

The practice of democracy is expressed  through the ballot and based on 

clean, free and fair elections in which there would be no inflation of voters in 

the electoral register and no indiscriminate thumb-printing of ballot papers 

and other electoral frauds; 

The well-being of the people becomes the sole purpose and raison d'etre of 

Government and the glory of any government becomes the well-being of the 

people; 
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(iv) Supremacy of the Rule of Law is absolutely accepted. 

(v) A Party Manifesto  becomes an inviolable  covenant between the party and 

the people. 

(vi) Whether in the immediate or the ultimate, Power is allowed to belong to the 

people; 

(vii)   Man becomes the unit, the prime mover, and the sole purpose of 

development. 

(viii)  The universality of Man whether black, brown, yellow or white is accepted. 

(ix)  Self-discipline, self-denial and loyalty to common causes are practised. 

(x)  Revenue Allocation is principally based on the principle of derivation. 

(xi) Everyman, who is a natural shareholder by birth of his group and nation, is 

therefore entitled to certain inalienable rights which will make it possible for him to 

have a sound mind in a sound body- "Men sana in corpore sano. " 
 

Such inalienable rights include,: 
 

(a)      right to free education 

(b)      right to free healthcare 

(c)      right to full and gainful self employment through vocational and technological training 

(d) right to all the things that are required to facilitate an all-round development of his 

mind, soul and body 

(e)  the full enforcement of the fundamental human rights as set out in Chapter 4 of the 1979 

Constitution and as repeated in the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria; and 

(f)  since the majority of Nigerians live in the rural areas, there must be facilities which 

would integrate the rural villages with the townships through good housing 

schemes, modern agriculture, motorable  roads, potable water, electricity and 

communications amenities. 

 

Most of these imperatives are already being addressed by my Government in Osun State, but the lack 

of focus on the part of the Federal Government continues to thwart the State's efforts. The 

Federal Government is unable to guarantee steady supply of electricity and petroleum products 

which are indispensable prerequisites to economic growth; not to mention its scandalous ineptitude in the 

area of protection of life and property. The illegal incursions by the Federal Government into the 

statutory functions of the State and Local Government with view to aggrandising the ruling party's 

grassroots supporters, cannot guarantee the stability required for the economic development 

of the nation and the well-being of the individual citizens. 
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AD Government  In Osun State 
 
In furtherance of my Government's commitment to the improvement of the lot of its citizens, 

Osun State in the year 2000: 

 

(a) earned the appreciation and  the praise of all sectors of the national security 

agencies.  We made a surer impact in the achievement of peace in Ile-Ife and 

environs. Crime rate was drastically reduced throughout the rest of the State.  It is 

our hope to continue to seek f u r t h e r  i mp r o v e me n t  in these regards, as the 

primary function of any government is the provision of the security of life and 

property of its citizens. 

(b) we purchased adequate drugs and equipment for the execution of the F Health  

program me of Government which began on 1
st
 October 1999. In addition, the State 

partook in t he type of health care delivery being enjoyed in the Americas when we 

hosted medical practitioners from there to diagnose and treat our people. About 

5,000 of our citizens benefited from this arrangement. 

(c) We provided educational materials and equipment to schools, and we  

established a state of the art Computerized  Examination Centre to process the 

preparation and results  of all examinations conducted by the State Ministry of 

Education, for the purpose of Free Education for Primary and Secondary School 

levels which we introduced on 29th May, 1999 

(d) We constructed  and rehabilitated a number of roads and purchased road construct- 

ion equipment worth millions of naira for the execution of direct labour project of 

government; 

(e)  We have stocked enough water treatment chemicals sufficient for the  State's 

requirements for now and the immediate future; 

(f) we embarked on the modem development of the Osun State Broadcasting 

Corporation (OSBC); 

(g) we paid counterpart funds for foreign-assisted  Projects in the areas of rural 

development and road construction; 

(h)  we purchased substantial  shares  in viable companies, including those being 

privatised by the Federal Government;  

(i) we constructed the first phase of the Governor's Lodge at Abuja; 

(j ) We constructed 42 apartments in seven locations under the Rural Housing 

 scheme me for teachers and other public officers posted to rural villages; 

(k)  we. gave substantial Capital Grants to the LAUTECH Teaching Hospital 

 and College of Health Sciences in Osogbo; 

(j) We a lso gave substantial Capital Grants/Subventions to LAUTECH Main Campus at 

Ogbomoso, and to our Government parastatals/corporations and four tertiary 

institutions; 
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(m)  We completed and furnished the Legislators' Quarters and other staff 

quarters; 

(n) 
 
 

(o) 

We played host to both the President and the Vice-President of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria; 

We set in motion the construction of the first phase of the New State 

Secretariat in Osogbo which is expected to l;>e completed within the next 

ten months. 

 

Conclusion 
 

The major responsibility of any government is to seek the welfare of its people; for this to be 

achieved a nation requires political stability predicated on a democratic ethics. Democracy 

as a form of political arrangement presupposes, for its sustenance and survival, an under 

standing among the polity's population of the rules of the game and the equitable sharing of the 

revenue accruing from its resources. The more proliferated and varied the ethnic nationalist 

constituting a country are, the more difficult it is to reach a consensus on the main issues that 

need to be resolved to make meaningful co-existence real. 

 

The several unresolved issues concerning the continued desirability of the Nigerian State are 

a serious threat to its current democratic experiment. The wide prevalence of poverty in 

present day Nigeria is a further complication of the problem of nationhood. Unless and until 

the scourge of poverty is boldly addressed and tackled, our fledgling democracy faces 

possible termination. God forbid. 

 
have in the past one hour or so attempted to share with you my thoughts on the beginning 

of what is now known as NIGERIA; the pains it has endured and why we are where we are. 

Finally, I have sketched the outline of my perspective on poverty reduction in a delicate 

democracy such as Nigeria-in the hope that it will generate further and wider discussions. 

 

I thank you for your kind attention. 
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