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FOREWORD 
 
 

One of the most difficult tasks in the world is writing about such a 
personality as Chief Bola Ige (SAN). Indeed one is left to wonder 
how many of us the "disciples" of Uncle Bola have actually taken the 
trouble to examine in great  details,  this  enigma  whose political 
stature transcends his immediate milieu. 

 
Chief Bisi Akande, in writing this factual and fascinating book, 
has employed his wealth of experience as a sound and seasoned 
politician cum administrator to encapsulate in a lucid manner, the 
"untold story" of Uncle Bola Ige.  There is no doubt that this book 
will be an eye opener to those who have hitherto misunderstood 
Chief Bola Ige.  It will also be a very valuable companion to our 
budding politicians not only for the beauty of the language in which it 
is couched, but, more importantly, for the useful lessons they can 
learn from the political journey of the "Cicero of Esa-Oke" thus 
far. 

 
 
I recommend the book to all who are sincerely interested in the 
development of the culture of transparency, forthrightness and 
unalloyed loyalty in governance and public life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief M. A. Koleosho, 
Chairman Afenifere, Oyo State and 
Deputy National Chairman, Alliance for Democracy. 
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Introduction 
 

Is it really possible to pigeon-hole Chief Bola Ige into any 
particular role or to compartmentalize his activities into "political" or 
"non-political"?   In this write-up, therefore, I shall only try to 
piece together what I know of the man under five sub-headings: 
Political Sagacity, Political Tutelage, Political Controversy, 
Political Organisation, and Political Charisma. 

 
 

Political Sagacity 
 

Except by reputation, through newspaper columns on foreign affairs, and 
through Radio and Television debates and comments on 
political/social matters, I never met Uncle Bola Ige personally until 
1978, at Oke-Iho, in the northern part of Oyo State.  It was at the 
delegates' meeting of the "Committee of Friends" in the old Oyo 
State.  Old Oyo State had 24 local governments at that time. I 
attended the meeting as one of the delegates from IIa Local Gov-
ernment.   Among those present at the meeting were Papa   Alayande 
from Ibadan, Chief S. M. Afolabi from lfelodun, Chief Abiodun 
Onibokun from  Ilesa ,  Chief  M.  A.  Omisade from Oranmiyan, 
Dr. Adeoye from Ogbomoso, Mr. Ayo Ojebode from Oyo, Alhaji 
Busari Adelakun from Ibadan, Chief J. K. Fadeyi from Ila, perhaps 
Uncle Bola Ige was a delegate from the then Obokun local 
Government. 

 

Earlier on, at the Apapa Park Lane home of Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo, the constitution of the emerging political party, which 
later became known as the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN) had been 
drafted.  The most interesting aspect of the draft constitution was that 
whosoever became the governorship candidate of the Party       would 
thereafter become the party's State Chairman.   Many of 
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the delegates mentioned above- particularly Papa Alayande,       
Chief S.  M. Afolabi, Chief M.A.  Omisade and Uncle Bola Ige- 
were being looked at as governorship aspirants for the then Oyo 
'State. 

 
 

I was at that time a member of the National Constituent 
Assembly and, perh.aps, one of the three members of that    
Assembly from Oyo State who then believed in the philosophy of       
the Sage, Obafemi Awolowo, apart from Prince. Peter Ogunleye      
from Oranmiyan and Chief Adejare from Ede. 

 
 

After prayers, the Oke-lho meeting was to elect officers for       
the Group.   I was elected unanimously as the Returning Officer        
for the election.  In the meantime, Chief M.A.  Omisade and Dr. 
Adeoye together with their supporters had walked out over the 
argument as to whether the election should take place that day or 
not.  The meeting still had more than the quorum, and it went \ 
ahead with the elections. ChiefS. M. Afolabi and Mr. Farinu from 
Oyo were unanimously elected Chairman and Secretary respec-        
tively. Uncle Bola Ige "Yas also nominated as Legal Adviser, but       
he quickly declined and suggested Chief Abiodun Onibokun who 
became unanimously acceptable to the meeting. Alhaji Adelakun       
was perhaps elected as Treasurer.   Having concluded my 
assignment as the Returning Officer for the election, I vacated         
the seat for Chief S. M. Afolabi who was elected the Chairman. 

 
 

The first person who indicated the intention to speak there-     
after was Uncle Bola Ige. He reminded the meeting that the group     
would not be viable unless there was money in its pocket. There       
and then, he donated two hundred naira (N200) which, in 1978     
when "Coca-cola" was being sold for ten kobo per bottle, was a 
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lot of money.  As others were donating N10 and N20, those of us 
from the Osun Division were already jubilating parochially  that 
the first civilian Governor of the then Oyo State would come from 
lree in lfelodun Division.  Honestly, we misinterpreted the spirit of 
the draft constitution of the party which was to make the 
governorship candidate the Chairman,  and NOT the Chairman the 
governorship candidate. 

 
 

In truth, as at that date, I did not pray neither did I want 
Uncle Bola Ige for our governorship, but I liked him immediately 
for "supporting our aspiration for Chief S. M. Afolabi" by being the 
first to donate the biggest amount of money ostensibly towards the 
realization of our aspiration for Chief Afolabi's governorship. We  
delegates  from  Osun  Division  which  had  ten out  of the twenty-
four  local governments, as at that date, in the old Oyo State, 
returned home to set up machinery for the necessary warm-                
ing up for ChiefS. M. Afolabi's governorship race. 

 
 

Eventually however, Uncle Bola Ige became the governorship 
candidate ,  and  consequently, according to  the  Party's 
constitution, the Chairman of the Unity Party of Nigeria.  I regard 
this as political sagacity in a special way. The bigger sagacity of    
his politics of the time was that our Chief S. M. Afolabi became 
his running mate in the race to the Governorship of old Oyo State     
in August 1979. Their joint ticket won the election with a landslide 
majority. Both of them we1 e friends- one is a "Kaduna boy" while 
the other is an· "Nguru Boy".   They parted  ways in 1982  over 
another battle for power but, presently, they are back as friends    
(not in the same political party but yet) in the same Federal     
Cabinet of President Olusegun Obasanjo. 

                                                      3
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Political  Tutelage 
 

Apart  from belonging to various cultural, religious and 
students'  organizations, as a student of University of Ibadan, Uncle 
Bola was a member  of the Action Group Club between  1952 and 
1955. He proceeded to England to study Law in 1956 from where 
he  constantly contributed to Nigerian political affairs  through 
newspaper articles.  Shortly before the 1959 elections, he wrote         
a powerful  article  to condemn  the Action  Group's manifesto as 
regards the party's Foreign Policy.  This did not go well with Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo  who filed up the paper for future reference. 
On  returning to  Nigeria in  1961,  as  a  junior lawyer in  the 
chambers of Chief Morohundiya in Ibadan,  he was sent to Gboko      
to defend  Chief J. S. Tarka and his United Middle  Belt Congress 
(UMBC)  supporter s who were being  oppressed  by the Northern 
Nigerian  oligarchy. UMBC was in alliance  with the Action Group 
under the  leadership of  Chief   Obafemi Awolowo.  On  one 
particular occasion,  he returned  from Gboko  and a need  arose for 
him to meet  Chief  Awolowo,  who reproduced a copy  of the 
1959 article referred to above for Uncle Bola to read.  Uncle Bola 
read it and still believed  that nothing had happened to make him 
change  his opinion on the matter of Action Groups unacceptable 
foreign policy. 

 
 

Chief Obafemi Awolowo and the Action Group subsequently    
set up an ideological committee  which was being  chairmanned      
by Chief Awolowo and which included idealists and other great      
thinkers like Professors Oluwasanmi, Oyenuga ,  Akin Mabogunje, S.  
A. Aluko ,   Olumbe Bashir,  Dr.  Tunde  Oloko ,   Chiefs  Tony 
Enahoro,  S. G.  lkoku,  Agunbiade Bamishe  and Uncle  Bola  Ige. 
The  committee  was sub-divided into various  "ideology  Camps". 
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Under   the  chairmanship of  Professor  Olumbe Bashir, a 
sub-committee of three (to which Uncle Bola served as the 
Secretary and which included Chief Agunbiade Bamishe) was 
expected to produce the party's Political Ideology, while the other 
sub-committees  were to produce the Economic Ideology, the 
Foreign Ideology, etc. 
The  paper  which  was  written  by Uncle  Bola  Ige  and  which 
became  the position of the Olumbe Bashir sub-committee was the 
only one debated by the Ideological Committee under Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo, and it finally became the political ideology of 
the Action Group which was approved at the Party's Jos historical 
conference between 31st January and, February 6, 1962. No 
wonder, Uncle Bola then was elected National Publicity Secretary 
of the Action Group at the age of 31. 

 
He was selected to represent the Action Group interest in 

Governor Adeyinka Adebayo's cabinet of the old Western State 
during the Nigerian civil war years.  He was one of the fifty (50) 
"wise men" who drafted the 1979 Constitution for Nigeria after a 
13 -year military interregnum.  He eventually became the first 

Civilian Governor of the old Oyo State (now Oyo and Osun States). 
Uncle Bola was detained in the prison by the Military (first) for 
three years by the Buhari/Idiagbon  administration, (secondly) at 
Lekki Detention camp by the Babangida administration, and (lately) "as 
a prisoner-of-war (of military autocracy) in Markurdi by the 
Abacha maximum dictatorship.  Even though he was banned from 
participating in partisan politics by President Babangida, he was one 
of the founders of People's Solidarity Party (PSP), the non 
registered political party upon which the Social Democratic Party 
(SOP) was later erected. The present Afenifere (not the Afenifere of 
the Action Group days) was formed in his Ibadan home under 
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his chairmanship on 18th      January, 1993.  He presided, with the 
loudest  ovation  imaginable, at Enugu over the "pre-congress 
formation" of the Progressive  People's  Party  (PPP), another 
unregistered political party during the Abacha self-succession 
transition.  He was the major 'master-mind' in the formation of the All 
People's Party (APP), and the Alliance for Democracy (AD) was 
formed in his suite at the Nicon-Noga Hilton Hotel in Abuja in 
1998. 

 
 

Uncle Bola hails from Osun State of the Yoruba Nation in 
Nigeria.   He was the first and boldest politician to demonstrate 
personal charisma by storming the cities of Osun and Oyo States 
with open rallies which began at Iwo on 28th October, 1998.  He 
would have started the tour earlier but he had to wait for the 
convenience of  the  Leader  of  Afenifere - Chief  Abraham 
Adesanya. 

 
 

He was merely repeating what he, along with other youths of 
his age, did for Chief Awolowo on May 17 and 18, 1962 at Orile 
Owu, lkirun,  Gbongan with Akintola at Iwata and Ejigbo to 
demostrate that the people of Osun area were not part of 
Akintola's  recalcitrance in the Action Group.   They stormed, 
Ejigbo, I kirun, Osogbo, Ile-Ife and Ikire in company of Chief 
Awolowo in two days of mammoth crowd rallies to defy the warn- 
ing of the Ladoke Akintola group together with some Yoruba Obas 
that Chief Awolowo should not undertake any tour of Osun area. 
Akintola joined Awolowo at Iwata near Ejigbo on the 18th May 
when he saw that the people of Osun had completely demon-
strated  support for Chief Awolowo in the crisis. 
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Political Controversy 
 

The Action Group was the ruling party in the old Western 
Region of Nigeria between 1952 and 1962.  Between 1961 and 
1966, there was a prolonged crisis between Awolowo and Akintola 
factions of the Action Group.  The crisis led to the smokescreen that 
gave the Federal Government (of the alliance between the North 
and the East of Nigeria) .the opportunity to declare a state of 
emergency in the West and it dissolved the Action Group 
Government in May 1962. Since then, those old politicians of the 
Awolowo school have regarded Akintola as a traitor. 

 

The old Western region was made up of the present states from 
the Atlanti c Ocean to the western delta of River Niger (i.e. Lagos,  
Ogun, Oyo,  Osun,  Ekiti, Ondo,  Edo and Delta states). While 
Chief Awolowo was from Remo tribe of Ogun state, Chief Akintola 
was from Ibara from Ibariba tribe of Oyo State.  Chief Bola I ge is 
from the Ijesa tribe of Osun State.  Both Ibariba and Ijesa tribes 
belonged to the old Oyo province which later became Oyo State and 
presently split into Oyo and Osun States.  Ogbomoso is the capital of 
the Ibariba tribe- a minority tribe at the heartland of the old Oyo 
province and at the boundary between the present Oyo and Osun 
States.  Osun is derived from the name of the major river which 
flows from the Yoruba or Kukuruku-hills to the Atlantic Ocean via the 
land of the present Osun State. 

 
Shortly before the colonial authority ended and up to about 

1950, Chief Akintola, for reasons of political identity, mobilized 
the people of Ibariba, Oko, Ibolo and some Oyo tribes within the 
then Oyo province for the demand of a separate Osun Division. 
Chief Awolowo's government of  1952 to 1959 came to recognize 
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that demand  in his efforts to split the old Western Region into 
twenty-five (25) divisions for administrative convenience. 

 
 

During the formation of the Action Group, each leader was 
being recognized for the division he represented.  While Bode 
Thomas  was recognized for Oyo Division,  Akintola  for Osun 
Division, Akinloye for Ibadan Division, M. A. Ajasin for Owo 
Division, Fani-Kayode for Ife Division, Akinyemi for Ijesa Division, 
Akin-Deko for Ondo Division and Babalola  of Oye for Ekiti 
Division,  etc. 

Of recent, some of the same old but ignorant and senile leaders 
in the Afenifere group, (including those of them who, although had 
been carrying the Action Group cards since age seventeen but were 
always at the periphery of political decisions and ideological 
formulation) have continued to mistake the people of Osun State as 
traitors and Bola Ige of Ijesa Division as the leader of the traitors. 

 
We have always made bold to remind them that Chief Ladoke 

Akintola, the principal character in the crisis, came  from 
Ogbomoso, an Ibariba town in the present Oyo State and that 
Professor Sanya Onabamiro the principal prosecution witness in the 
Treasonable Felony case that sent Chief Awolowo to prisons came 
from Ago-Iwoye in Ijebu-Igbo Division of the present Ogun State, 
Chief Ayo Rosiji, the General Secretary of the Action Group who 
collaborated with Akintola to start the crisis by walking out from 
Jos Convention in 1962 is an Egba man from Ogun State while 
Chief Osuntokun, (another star witness) and Dr. Oladipo Maja,  (the 
first accused who later turned  to be the leading prosecution 
witness) are from Ekiti and Lagos States respectively. 
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Who would not remember that Oba Olateru Olagbegi, the 
strongest  supporter of Chief Akintola, came from Owo in Ondo 
State? 

It is true that Akintola was an orator as Bola Ige is an orator. It 
is not true that all orators are traitors.  The difference, however, is that 
Akintola's politics was to emphasise sentiments of his time with no 
regard to intellectual ideology of the Awolowo politics. While 
Bola Ige's politics is essentially based, like Awolowo's, on 
intellectual ideology, those of his adversaries are based on mere 
envy, sentiment  of this era and ideological puerility.  I believe, 
most sincerely, that it was Awolowo's intellectual ideology that 
outlasted Akintola's uncoordinated talents.  Anybody, without a 
mirror of his antecedents at the corridor of politics, should no longer be 
allowed to be more Awolowo than Awolowo himself.   Chief Bola  
Ige,  by antecedents, was part of Awolowo's  intellectual ideology 
and, as a former Governor of old Oyo State, he actually had 
demonstrated the ability to practicalise the ideology.  Also, as an 
intellectual talent, popularly acknowledged and respected in all 
quarters- even by his enemies- his vision might triumph most 
significantly with the growing youths. 

 
In other words, only those whose minds are constantly 

sharpened, and who are NOT intellectual indolents with mere 
antecedents of activism, can have the spirit and the soul of the 
angels in posterity. Dialogues, debates, and discussions with the right 
to dissent, are democratic, and can promote intellectualism. 
Intellectual indolence, however, breeds boasting about how long and 
how tough in activism, and quickly gets bereft of points  of facts 
and logic; but it finally results in name calling.   Good arguments 
are no symptoms of the traitor. 
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In 1978, when Bola Ige's clients among the Awoists from 
Oyo Division and part of Osun Division mobilized in his support to 
become  the Governor,  those  of us from Osun who preferred S. 
M.  Afolabi were persuaded to combine forces with Bola Ige 
supporters to make a formidable team, and to convince the 
leadership to accept Bola Ige/S.  M. Afolabi joint ticket by 
consensus.   Bola Ige's adversaries forced a primary election for 
nomination which resulted in 107 votes for Bola·Ige versus Papa 
Alayande with 13 votes.  In Papa Alayande's good nature and 
magnanimity, he continued  to regard Bola Ige as a son and accepted 
to serve in Bola's government  as the Special adviser for Education 
matters.  He remains most proud of Chief Bola Ige till today. 

 
President Obasanjo had always been a family friend to the 

Iges (including George, Bola and Dele Ige).  He was also a friend of 
Chief S. M. Afolabi right from their days together at the Baptist 
Boys' High School, Abeokuta.  By the middle of 1982, the struggle for 
governorship in the 1983 elections had begun most stiffly between 
Chiefs Bola Ige (the Governor) and S. M. Afolabi (his Deputy) in the 
old Oyo State government.  Sometimes in August 
1982, at the instance  of Chief Obasanjo,  Chiefs  Bola Ige and S. 
M.  Afolabi  met at Dr. Onaolapo  Sole ye's  house  at Ibadan (Soleye 
is a cousin of Chief Obasanjo).  As soon as the meeting of the three 
Chiefs ended, Chief Bola Ige, as a matter of loyalty to his party 
leadership,  sent a report of the meeting in writing, by hand to 
Chief Obafemi Awolowo who was then on holidays  in Europe and 
America. Chiefs Omisade, Adelakun and Afolabi (who were then 
most opposed to Bola Ige's continued governorship) sent Chief Lere 
Adebayo (who had just been removed from Bola Ige's cabinet) to 
meet Chief Awolowo in London to render verbal 
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reports on the meeting.  As soon as Chief Awolowo discovered that 
the two storie_s were different and irreconcilable, he phoned to Chief S. 
M. Afolabi (who attended the meeting) to put up his report personally 
in writing.  Chief S.  M. Afolabi did not do so.  On the same day Chief 
Lere Adebayo met Chief Awolowo in London, Mr. Justice Adewale 
Thompson, then Attorney General in Chief Bola Ige's government, 
visited Chief Awolowo and invited me to his London Hotel for a brief.  I 
was in London in transit on my way back from Spain.  Shortly after, it 
became a newspaper story that Bola Ige had met with the opposition 
party leaders from the North of Nigeria under the chairmanship  of 
Obasanjo who allegedly persuaded Chief S.  M. Afolabi to withdraw 
from contesting party primary elections against Bola Ige and for both of 
them to support Alhaji Shehu Shagari (the then President of Nigeria) 
to have a second chance under an arrangement which would 
marginalize Chief Obafemi Awolowo's ambition for the Presidency and 
which would enable Chief Bola Ige to succeed Alhaji Shagari in 1987 
when Chief Awolowo would  have been too old to run for the 
Presidency. This led to a trial of Chiefs Bola Ige and S. M. Afolabi in 
Yola where Alhaji L. K. Jakande, then governor of Lagos State, moved 
the motion for the expulsion of both of them. Chief Awolowo, a most 
shrewd intellectual political analyst, who was then the President of the 
Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN), saved the day by agreeing that both of 
them attended the meeting with Chief Obasanjo who was believed to 
have been the Military Head of State who used the wrong 
mathematical interpretation of "twelve two-thirds (122/3)” to deny Chief 
f:wolowo the Presidency during the 1979 elections.·  He persuaded the 
Party Congress to see that the story about other people who attended the 
meeting with Chief Obasanjo apart from Chiefs Bola Ige and Afolabi, 
and the story of what they concluded  at the meeting were not proved.    

11 
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Shortly after, Chief Bola Ige won the party's primary election  and 
Chiefs S. M. Afolabi, Busari Adelakun and Lere Adebayo 
resigned  from the UPN and joined the NPN- the party of the 
Northerners. 

 

Since then the political activists, not the intellectuals,  had 
begun a campaign  of calumny that Bola Ige was a political traitor 
to his leader- Chief Awolowo.   One of them told me recently at 
Offa that the death  of Bola  Ige's first son (Barrister  Babatunde 
Ige) in 1993  was as a nemesis resulting from the Yola trial by the 
U.P.N. in 1982.   We have always known that when the body is not 
constantly  exercised,  it disintegrates and t h a t  w h e n  the mind 
is not always intellectually exercised it loses its soul and goes 
senile! 

As soon as Chief Obafemi Awolowo passed on, in May 1987, 
the adversaries  began again a campaign that Chief Bola Ige had 
begun to  struggle with  the  other  former  UPN governors to 
become heir  apparent in  Chief  Obafemi Awolowo's political 
dynasty.  A meeting was quickly arranged for Chief Ayo Adebanjo's 
residence  at Aguda,  Surulere in Lagos State on July 2, 1987 to 
try all the former  governors.  I was made to preside  over  the 
meeting  which was adjourned  for July 17, 1987 at Oba Sijuade's 
home  in  Ikeja  where  Chief Bola Ige  used  sheer  intellectual 
demonstration to keep the enemies mouths shut and put them to 
shame.  Some of them later regrouped as Awoists'' at lkenne but 
finally became disorganized almost  to the extent of  totally 
abandoning the place as at now. 

There were Afenifere and the National Democratic Coalition 
(NADECO)  who faced  Abacha  headfront  for five years.   There 
was  G. 18  from  the  North  who,  at the 11th hour,  sought  the 
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assistance and support of Afenifere to write to condemn Abacha. 
From there some understanding began.  There was also the Eastern 
Mandate Union who collaborated throughout with NADECO.  
And there was the cowardly Ekwueme group who, inspite of all 
encouragements from Afenifere, refrained from speaking for the 
East. In actual fact, Dr. Alex Ekwueme (a former Vice-President of 
Nigeria) refrained from being politically active in the public since 
the Summit of All Nigerian Political Leaders was disrupted by 
Abacha thugs at the Eko Holiday Inn in Lagos on December, 14, 
1995. 

 

In other words, the burden of NADECO was left heavy on 
the  head  of Afenifere throughout the  period.  The Christian 
Association of Nigeria (CAN) supported NADECO's efforts by 
bringing the Pope to Nigeria.  The Pope's involvement gave the 
Igbo confidence to speak out but, because they were afraid to do so 
alone,  the Igbo leaders decided to parasite with G.18 of the North 
to invite Afenifere for an understanding to form G.34 a day before 
our leader Chief Bola Ige was arrested and detained as "a 
prisoner-of-war" by the Oyo State Military Administrator. 

 

A few weeks after, Abacha died and the Ekwueme Group 
decided to hijack the G.34 to marginalize the Yoruba. That was 

.• before the Yar'adua Group (led by Alhaji Atiku Abubakar) through 
Chiefs Afolabi and Martins-Kuye invited Obasanjo to the race. 
Neither  Afenifere, nor NADECO,  nor  G.18  nor  G. 34 was  a 
political party.  Afenifere observed and refused to join G.34 
because  of the  attitude  of the Ekwueme  Group,  but  it later 
decided to work with the Eastern Mandate Union, the Committee of 
Unity and Understanding (C.U.U.) and the Shinkafi political outfit to 
form the All Peoples Party (APP) which was subsequently 
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being piloted into reactionary conservation by those who had 
joined Babangida and Abacha governments to steal billions of 
Naira. 
 

At the initial stage of General Abubakar's transition to civil rule, the 
Afenifere demanded Government of National Unity under MKO 
Abiola, the hero of June 12 politics. The Ekwueme Group also 
wanted Government of National Unity but was silent on who would 
head the government. Shortly after the death of MKO Abiola, at a 
meeting of all Nigeria political leaders summoned by General 
Abubakar in Abuja, it was true that Bola Ige was unanimously 
selected to be their spokesman. It was merely on his leadershir 
merit and qualities as recognized by all Nigerians. That does not 
make him a PDP member. 

 
In other words, before APP was launched into a political 

party, the Afenifere, the C.U.U. and the Eastern Mandate Union 
.   pulled out and joined  certain  other  groups  from  the North and 
the South-south regions to form Alliance for Democracy (AD) 
which became glorious in Yoruba land. During all these political 
arrangements, Chief Bola Ige was leading Chief Ayo Adebanjo, 
and sometimes Chief Olanihun Ajayi and Alhaji Ganiyu Dawodu, to 
all the negotiation meetings. All along they constantly were reporting 
to the ljebu-Igbo meetings for approval. When APP was being 
inaugurated, and Papa Adesanya was not in the country, it was 
Senator Lulu Briggs who was leading the Afenifere, the C.U.U. and 
the E.m.u to APP decision making meetings. In fact, it was Dr. 
Udenta Udenta who moved that we should withdraw from the 
APP and it was he who led all the Youth members to walk out 
of APP meeting at Alhaji Mahmud Waziri NICON Hilton Hotel 
room where the pre-convention meeting was 
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being  held  with Alhaji  Shinkafi  at Abujcr in the  morning  of 
September 8, 1998. 

 
When the D'Rovans contraption crumbled on the head of the 
activists, they resorted to a new dimension of blackmail against 
Bola Ige. They said that he had led them in and out of PDP and 
APP before he finally led them into A.D. all in the quest for his 
ambition for the Presidency of Nigeria. Those people tend to 

-: forget that our fathers were natives of the Yoruba Nation before 
the colonialists amalgamated our Nation with other Nations in the 
North and the East to form the aberration called Nigeria; and, 
therefore, any political arrangement which does not adequately 
recognize and protect the interest of the Yoruba Nation within 
Nigeria would not be acceptable to a true-born Yoruba man like 
Uncle Bola. 

 
After the Presidential election, before Chief Bola Ige knew it, 

these activists had begun to fly a kite that Obasanjo would 
include Chief Bola Ige in his cabinet. This was sequel to 
Obasanjo's declaration of forming an all-inclusive  National 
government. At last, when Chief Obasanjo assumed office'and 
invited  Chief  Bola  Ige  to join · his   government, Chief  Ige 
immediately sought the opinion of our leader, Chief Abraham 
Adesanya, who directed him to the Afenifere meeting. When at 
ljebu-Igbo, the Afenifere meeting unanimously supported Ige's 
acceptance of Obasanjo's invitation, our leader directed that the 
matter be referred to the party- A.D. 

 
The meeting of the A.D. South-West Zone was summoned by 

its Chairman, Senator Ayo Fasanmi, at old Kingsway stores in Ikeja 
where the invitation was approved with full acclamation. After   
the  decision,  Chief   Ayo  Adebanjo, the  Nation'al Vice-
Chairman of the party (A.D.) expressed his displeasure 
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over the matter  on the ground  that he would  not have expected 
the biggest  star of Afenifere like Chief  Bola  Ige  to be in a PDP 
government. 

Shortly  after, the schism  of Afenifere being the same or not 
being the same with A.D. began  with the  argument that anybody 
who accepted any government position  should  not hold a post in 
Afenifere.  We all know that that is a part of the attempts by the 
political  activists  to dislodge the political  intellectuals.  Chief Bola 
Ige may not know it, but we know that Bola Ige is too formidable 
intellectually among  the youths  of this Nation  for such escapade 
to  remove him  from   the  deputy-leadership of  Afenifere  of 
Yorubaland.  At 70 and above  in age, Chief  Bola Ige will now be 
able  to recall  the home-grown theory  of yesteryears to reshape 
the political practice of the future in the best interest  of the Yoruba 
Nation  and posterity.   The more the attack the sharper his wit. 
Happy  birthday  to Chief  Ige! 

Those among Bola  Ige's   adversaries who  attended the 
remobilization meeting  of the Awolowo  political  descendants  at 
Bola  Ige's  home  in Esa-Oke  on  9th  January,  1993  and  another 
meeting  at Bola  Ige's  Bodija  home  at  Ibadan  on  18th January, 
1993 where the  late   Pa  S.  0.  Gbadamosi suggested the 
renaming of the group as AFENIFERE are today vehemently 
denying that these episodes did not occur at all merely  in order to 
dwarf  Bola Ige's efforts  and intellectual mobilization character. 

 

Intellectual  haughtiness  is not the same as arrogance.   When 
the mind  becomes empty  in an argument, silence,  anger,  lying, 
boasting, pontification or self  adulation takes  over.   The  battle 
now before  the Yoruba Nation is between political  intellectualism 

· and  political activism.  At  70,  Bola  Ige  can  still  continue to 
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recharge his mind through constant reading, studying and writing to 
enable him live for ever in the minds of his admirers and those of the 
children and grandchildren of his adversaries as part of a reward of 
intellectualism. 

 
Political Organisation 

 
Uncle Bola Ige has an unparalled knack for organizing meet- 

ings, an amazing intellectual perception for understanding and 
summarizing arguments and debates at meetings, and an artistic 
capacity for leading members to take decisions by consensus:. 

 
General David Jemibewon, who is married to an ljesa wife, 

had been the Military ' Governor of old Oyo. State before the for- 
mation of the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN) in 1978.  During his 
time, particularly since 1976, the campaign of calumny against the 
ljesa domination in the state's civil service, in the education sector 
and in the markets was very thick in the air, particularly among 
the Ibadan indigenes and among those other indigenes sojourning 
in Ibadan at the time. 

 
 

As the State Chairman of the Old Oyo State (UPN's Execu- tive 
Committee) of which I was a member, Uncle Bola constantly 
travelled round to personally preside over open and private meet- ings 
of the zonal, senatorial and local government branches to educate 
and clarify the import of all matters of policy which. were agreed to 
at all the meetings of the state executive committee. By the time of 
elections in July 1979, he had used his tonque to keep at bay all our 
political opponents like Chief Adisa Akinloye, Chief Richard 
Akinjide, Alhaji K. 0. Are and such other giants all over the state. 
Bola Ige won the governorship election massively 
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in all the wards of Ibadan and throughout the entire state, except in 
Ogbomoso area where the victory was shared with the Na- tional 
Party of Nigeria (NPN). 
As the Governor of Old Oyo State, of which I was the Secretary to the 
Government for the first three years and later, the Deputy 
Governor, Uncle Bola used constant meetings and discussion 
groups to keep his team intact.  Within the first  year of his 
government, there were grumblings and complaints, from certain 
quarters within his cabinet, to the effect that it was Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo who promised that if he won the Presidency of Nigeria he 
would give free education and free health and, that since he did not 
win, the Government of Uncle Bola Ige in Oyo State had no 
business spending all the state's money on those programmes. The 
matter was thoroughly debated. I remember that Chiefs Moji 
Akinfenwa, 'Biola Morakinyo, Mike Koleoso, Layi Awoyode and I 
were most strongly in support of the programmes and Governor 
Bola Ige ruled in our favour.   Finally, we continued with diligent 
execution of the programmes of free education and free health 
system throughout the life span of Uncle Bola Ige's Government. 
Today,  Bola Ige and his team remain happily credible with the 
majority of the people of old Oyo State (which constitutes the 
present Oyo and Osun States). 

 
The next grumbling was that it was not right for me, as the 

Secretary to the Government, to monopolise the chairmanship of the 
State Tenders Board. The contracts being tendered for were not 
many and, therefore, the job of chairing the Tenders Board did not 
amount to five percent of my work schedule, whereas the pressure 
from the tender matters was up to ninety percent on my life.  When 
Uncle Bola put the suggestion  about the possible rotation in the 
Chairmanship of the Tenders Board to me, I was 
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glad to support  rotation  provided  I would be disqualified from 
further  participation  in the Board's meetings.     He promised  to 
think about it but never talked to me about it any longer until the 
Party  and the House  of Assembly  unanimously elected me as the 
Deputy Governor in November, 1982. Governor Bola Ige would have 
preferred that I continued as the Secretary to the Government.  He 
was happy, however, to accept my personal nominee as my 
successor and my assurance that I would continue to give support 
and assistance to the new Secretary to the Government. 

 
 

Towards the end, Uncle Bola was being harassed with the 
idea that Chiefs Ayo Ojewumi, 'Biola Morakinyo,  Mike Koleoso, 
Moji Akinfenwa and I had mesmerized  and hijacked power from 
him as the Governor.  He remains proud about our association with 
and loyalty to him till today. Even Chief 'Biola Morakinyo who had 
cause  to fall out with him at some times to the extent  of 
decamping from the Alliance for Democracy (the political party to 

 
which Uncle Bola Ige belongs) is today one of his best friends. 
Right now, as I am writing this piece (Monday, 31st   July, 2000) 
'Biola Morakinyo is a visiting guest to Chief Bola Ige at his official 
quarters as the Attorney-General  to the Federal Government at 
Abuja.  Bola Ige has no space for enmity against anybody in his 
mind.  He shouts at you only when he is angry with you. If by any 

-: chance, you pick quarrels with him, he would persist to continue to 
be your friend.  The way he behaves to all his friends, 
particularly those  who might  have  had cause  to become  his 
enemies, suggests one thing: he might have had no single friend 
some eighty years ago in his old world before he re-incarnated and 
got born into this present world! 
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Shortly before we left his government of the old Oyo 

State in 1983, he began a new circle of friends across the whole 
membership of UPN known as 'BREG' (Bola Renomination 
Group) under my Chairmanship.  He was truly 
renominated as UPN's governorship candidate for the 
state. I nspite of his having been rigged out of office at the 
1983 elections and having been detained in the prison by the 
Military for almost three (3) years thereafter, except that he has 
created many other circles of friends, he still keeps all the 
members of that 'BREG' as close friends till today. 

Between 11 a.m. on Thursday, 18th  July and 2 a.m. 
on Friday, July 19, 1999 at Arthur Nwankwo's premises at 
Enugu in South-Eastern Nigeria, the way Uncle Bola 
presided over the meeting of all Nigerian Representatives of 
the Progressive People's Party (PPP) provoked a most 
spontaneous standing ovation by leading Nigerians like Chief 
Olu Falae, Colonel (now Senator) Yohana Madaki, Governor 
Adefarati, Chief C. C. Onoh, Governor Rev. Father Adasu, 
Arthur Nwankwo, Chief Ezeife etc. after the adoption of the 
party's manifesto and constitution. Although PPP, the most 
popular political association of that time, was refused 
registration by Abacha's regime, Chief Bola Ige's 
performance convinced even his adversaries that he is adept in 
political organization and crowd management. 
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Political Charisma 
 

As the Secretary to the Government under Uncle Bola's 
Government of the old Oyo State, what I first noticed in him was 
the fast rate at which he reads and thinks. Each time the agenda for 
important meetings of national leaders came (e.g. National 
Council of State or National Economic Council) I summoned the 
experts on the particular subject matters as a 'Think-Tank' to find 
what were to be the positions of our government on the various 
issues.  The records of proceedings of those seminars would be 
used by the civil servants to prepare briefs or memoranda for my 
governor.  The pressure of the office was so intense that Uncle 
Bola would not have time to read the briefs in file.  I would make 
sure, however, that I got to the venue of the meeting well before 
him to enable me put a copy each on his marked desk. 

 

He always stayed at Ikeja from where he usually hurried to 
meetings at the Dodan Barracks in Ikoyi.   Exchanging of 
pleasantries  would welcome his arrival until the President or the 
Vice-President would come to preside over the meetings.  I was 
always impressed at the rate he would settle down to read all the 
briefs for each of the meetings' agenda and how brilliantly he 
would render the contents in his contributions to debates as if he 
had actually participated in the preparation of the briefs or as if he 
had had sufficient time to study the briefs for days. 

 

It was no longer surprising when I came to know that Chief 
Bola Ige, a son of Yoruba parents, had his earliest education with 
Hausa/Fulani culture, did his secondary education in Ibadan of 
Yorubaland, and went to the University College Ibadan to read 
the cultures of the ancient peoples of the world in Hebrew, Greek, 
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Latin and English.  He later went to England to read Law. 

 
Socially, he mixes well enough to understand the Arabic ways of 

life and to make friends among the Igbo people of Nigeria. He loves 
music and sings sonorously in Latin, English, Hausa and Yoruba.  
He, an Anglican by worship, started his Christianity conviction with 
the Catholic Church and later became proficient in the liturgy of 
both the Catholic and the protestants. 

 

As a former student and later a teacher at Ibadan Grammar 
School, he has in his nature the alluring appeal for the youths and he 
mobilizes them one set after the other as he grows older.  In other 
words, as an orator, he so much understands the psychology of the 
youths, the idiosyncracies of the elders, and the bravado of the half-
baked and agitating middle-class politicians among his political 
rivals and enemies that the most recent rantings and aspersions 
against his person became the humour of his jests. 

 
By January 1997, the story was very strong that Uncle Bola 

would be killed by Abacha government because of his weekly 
column in the Sunday Tribune (a Nigerian Weekly Newspaper). On 
31st  January,  1997,  Shola Akinwumi,  Lere Adebayo,  Moji 
Akinfenwa and Bisi Akande decided to review the matter with Uncle 
Bola.  After much debates, he led us into a decision to the effect that 
it was better to submit to death than abandoning the writing of the 
column through which he had shared his thoughts with the masses 
since early 1992 when he embarked on  his "SIDDON-
LOOK" POLITICS.   He therefore continued to write the column, 
without any plan to escape into exile abroad, until his arrest and 
detention in Markurdi as "a prisoner-of-war" by the Abacha 
regime in 1998.   What a very courageous charismatic 
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columnist indeed!  At 70 and above he has no reason to be less 
courageous· in the  battle  against  ordinary  political activists 
without any antecedents of intellectual politicking. 

 

Those who shot A.D. by the foot at the D'Rovans Hotel still 
celebrate the contempt of emptiness as if that episode has any 
historical place in democratic experimentation or any significance in 
Uncle  Bola's  continuing rise  to fame.   They keep  up the 
celebration merely  to taunt  Uncle  Bola  Ige,  without  having 
sufficient sense in them to realize and to assess the political 
dwarfness into which they themselves have begun to sink ever 
since that event. 

 

The D'Rovans episode had its beginning in the A.D. 
National Executive meeting at  Kaduna on  Thursday, 5th 
November,  1998 under the chairmanship of Ambassador Tanka 
Yusuf at which the finances of the party were reviewed and a 
decision was taken to the effect that the party should decide on a 
Presidential candidate  who would be required  to create  the 
avenues for  the party  to generate revenue, and that  each 
interested applicant should pay one million  naira. 

 

After  the meeting,.-  while· our leader,  Senator  Abraham 
Adesanya, stayed in the house of Ambassador Tanka, the other 
Afenifere leaders (including Chiefs Ayo Adebanjo, Bisi Akande 
and Olanihun Ajayi, Senators Ayo Fasanmi, Femi Okunrounmu, 
Alhaji Ganiyu Dawodu, Engineer Sola Akinwumi) were guests of 
Chief Bola Ige who·boarded us in his wife's quarters. Early in the 
morning of the second day (Friday, 6/11/98) Chief Bola Ige 
consulted with his three friends (Chiefs Ayo Adebanjo, Olanihun 
Ajayi and Alhaji Ganiyu  Dawodu)  as to what would  be their 
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attitude if he chose to apply for the Party's Presidential nomination. 
They promised to think about it and to revisit the matter at a later 
date. 

 
 

We boarded the same "Chanchangi" flight back to Lagos. 
During the flight, the matter was reviewed by the trio with Senator 
Ayo Fasanmi with the expression  of doubt as to whether Chief 
Bola  Ige could  be controllable  if he became  the President  of 
Nigeria.  I don't know if they ever again revisited the matter with 
Chief Bola Ige.   But I know the matter was stalled till after the 
Local Government elections or the Governorship elections when the 
Afenifere leaders  decided on who would constitute the electoral 
college for the selection of Afenifere's candidate for the A.D. 
presidential primary election. Chief Falae was elected at the 
D'Rovans Hotel, Oluyole, Ibadan to contest with Dr. Ezeife of the 
Eastern Mandate Union. To demonstrate practically that Afenifere and 
A.D. are not the same, Chief Olu Falae had to contest with and 
defeat Dr. Ezeife at a meeting in Abuja reserved for the purpose. 

 
 

Chief Bola Ige was not in the country during these events. 
But, as soon as he returned from the U.K., he began to lead, according 
to the wont of all intellectual politicians, the election campaign for 
A.D.'s Presidential candidate, Chief Olu Falae, throughout Oyo and 
Osun States both of which states eventually voted more than 67% for 
Chief Olu Falae. 

 
 

At the initial stage of Chief Obafemi Awolowo's tribulations 
of 1962 to 1966, Chief Bola Ige was arrested with Chief Awolowo 
and others.   Chief Ige was restricted to Ubiaja in Edo State for 
sometime.  Later, he was arrested and tried for sedition (because 

24



 

I 

UNCLE  BOLA - The Misrepresented Leader at 70 
 
 

of his power to mobilize the masses  with his "strong tongue”). The 
political  activists  who today are running  him down never suffer such 
privations, possibly because they were then at the periphery  of political  
activities  of those days.   But today they delight in chorusing 

"Ori Lateef Jakande ko dara, lnu Bisi 
Onabanjo ko dara, Ahon Bola Ige ko 
dara" 

 

(That is to say, Lateef Jakande is unlucky, Bisi Onabanjo is wicked, 
Bola Ige has a bad tongue). 

Now that Bisi Onabanjo is dead and Lateef Jakande has abandoned 
them, those activists are ganging up to finish the politics of Bola Ige. 

But we are waiting to see how easy it is for a Lilliputian to carry the 
head of an elephant ("Atari-Ajanaku")! 

Uncle Bola is a famous lawyer who has climbed to the pinnacle of 
his legal career.  He is an orator fondly called "Cicero of Esa-Oke" by his 
admirers.  The rate at which he is constantly being invited to highest places 
as guest speaker and chairman of ceremonial occasions these days amply 
suggests that the more his rivals and enemies thought he would be sinking, 
the higher he has been flying.  At 70, the ovation for him is growing louder 
and louder. 

 
 

He is also a brilliant writer whose columns are being read by       
masses of people and are being used to sell newspapers by           
publishers.  Even when he was locked up in the prison and could             
not contribute to newspapers, and presently when his call to              
service as the Attorney-General to the Federal Government of       
Nigeria is preventing him from writing, a newspaper  column 
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remains  rese1ved in his name.   Those  who are close  to Uncle 
Bola  cannot  easily  differentiate  the better  attraction  from  either 
his hand-writing or his language. 

 
 

The glory of a politician  is not in the offices  or positions  he 
held but always in history's recognition of the path he strode.  And 
history is not always as blind as political rivals and occasional 
adversaries.  No matter what anybody does, or says about them, 
Mahatma  Ghandi  and Obafemi  Awolowo,  in spite of their never 
becoming President of their respective countries,  would continue 
to march through history with pride as a result of their deeds and 
not (as presently being peddled by some contemporary untutored 
Nigerian  politicians)  as a result of what anybody  might have the 
tendency  to do at all the D'Rovans  of this world. 

 
 

Leading  a Presidential political rally through  the villages  of 
Ola-Oluwa  Local Government in Iwo area of Osun State, in 1999, 
Uncle Bola was welcomed  by a group of women with songs like: 

"Ige de e, Ige de o; 
Arole Awolowo, 
Ige de o". 

(i.e. Ige arrives, Awolowo's  successor  arrives). 
 

The second day, when the same song was used by the 
mammoth crowd which welcomed the Afenifere leaders to Ibadan 
before Uncle Bola put up Olu Falae's hand as A.D’s Presidential 
flagbearer, I saw clearly that Bola Ige had begun to tread the path 
of a recognizable history. 
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