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THE LEGACIES OF J. S. OLAWOYIN
Being the speech of Chief Bisi Akande at Offa on Saturday, October 9,

2010 as the Guest Speaker at the 10 years commemorative anniversary
LectureforLate (Chiefl J. S. Olawoyin.

It gives me much pleasure that I have the privilege of being the Guest
Speaker at this occasion ofthe 10* commemorative anniversary Lecture
for Late (Chief) Josiah Sunday Olawoyin, popularly called J. S. by his
friends andadmirers.

Initial encounters

I first met Chief Olawoyin at the instance of Chief Obafemi Awolowo
when we had to work together as members of Committee of Friends in
the 1970s. In their first incursion to power in Nigeria, the military
banned all political parties and political activities by decrees.
Committee of Friends was aranged as a decoy for Chief Awolowo's
political associates to operate without offending the military decrees.
Commiffee of friends later metamorphosed into Unity Party of Nigeria
(UPN) - a political party that ruled the area now covered by Lagos,
Ogrrr, Oyo, Osun, Ekiti, Ondo, Edo and Delta states, and later,
additionally, Kwara and Kogi states during Nigeria's second Republic -
1979 to 1983.

We became close when I became the Secretary to the UPN Government
of old Oyo state irl1979. At that time, in the then Kwara state, the
National Party of Nigeria (NPN) was in power and began to persecute
many teachers and nurses who were perceived to be sympathetic to
Olawoyin's parly - the UPN. Believing he was coming to seek favour, J.

S. appealed to our government to find employments for such Kwara
state employees that might lose theirjobs to NPN persecution. Whereas,
in Oyo state, we were introducing Free Education at Secondary School
levels andFree Medical services at all levels. We were in serious need of
qualified teachers for our tertiary institutions and numerous new
secondary schools and nurses for our expanding health centres. J.S.
Olawoyin's appeal became very timely and, without remuneration, he
practically thereafter became the 'labour ambassadoi' for Oyo state
through whom we recruited trained hands from Kwara state.



Native environments

We also became traditionally friendly. As he became theAsiwaju of Offa
in 1982, coincidentally, I too was being installed as the Asiwaju of Ila
Orangun. In history Offa is the most prominent community in the Ibolo
countrSr, while Ila Orangun is historically the most senior kingdom in
Igbomina land. Other major Ibolo towns are Ikirun, Inisa, Okuku, etc.
Geographically, Ibolo country is sandwiched between Oyo and
Igbomina countries in Yoruba land. Although, the Ibolo country may be
small in size, its communities share very close traditional and historical
relationships with their much larger Igbomina neighbours.

His Highness, Oba Olalomi, the founder and first Olofa of Offa, must
have been a family relation and a trusted atly ofAlafin of Oyo. He must
have been nominated and encouraged to found Offa by the Alafin of Oyo
so as to serve as a war outpost commander for the buffer zone between
Ede and Igbaja. When Oyo was fighting the wars to expand into an
empire, Alaafin met resistance from the Nupe and the Ijesa countries. He
therefore saw the need to create certain outposts, among others, to
manage his expanded land territories. While the Timi of Ede was to
command troops to watch the interests of Oyo against the Ijesa threats
via Osogbo, Igbaja too was created as an outpost byAlafin to checkmate
the Nupe incursions through Pategi.

Along the line, ip History Ilorin was a small village being headed by a
Baale within Oyo country. In the meantime, iron works became an
important industry in Ilorin. Ilorin was therefore eventually becoming
important to Alafin of Oyo as a centre for the manufacture of arms - like
iron cudgels, arrows and spears. At a later stage, Alafin appointed
Afonja who was then.the Baale of Ilorin as Are Ona-Kakanfo of Oyo
Empire. At this stage, Ilorin too had become an important war outpost of
the Oyo Empire. Just like Ilorin, Ede and Igb aja,Offaalso was a military
outpost of Oyo Empire underAlafin with Oyo Ile being the capital.

The invading tyranny

Between 1790 atd 1825, the crisis of power-play between Alafin and
Afonj a led to the emergence of Ilorin as a Fulani Emirate.
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It also led to the collapse of Oyo Empire, the desecration and desolation :

of its capital - Oyo Ile - and the rise of Ibadan as a major war camp and a'
most outstanding population centre ofthe Oyo people. 

l

For the better part of the 19* century wars of pan-Yoruba supremacy

were fought between Ibadan and Ilorin. The Ilorin troops were badly
worsted, defeated and totally chased back home by Ibadan at the Osogbo

war of 1840.A1so, at the fiercest battles in the river valleys between Offa
and Ikirun, called Jalumi war of 1878, Ilorin troops were totally
devastated and pushed back far beyond Offa borders towards Ilorin.
Howeveq as far as J. S. Olawoyin's life was concemed, the most
important of the wars was the Offa civil strife of 1887 over a succession

to the throne of the olofa of offa. According to S. AdebanjiAkintoye in
' A History of the Yoruba People':

"The commotion between the contending parties became so bad
that the Ibadan defenders of Offa, rather than let themselves be
drawn iirto it,left the town in disgust and withdrew south to Ikirun.
one of the offa parties then jubilantly invited the Ilorin army (that
had long camped a short distance to the north) into Offa. The Ilorin
army entered, and its leading commander, Karara, the Balogun
Gambari, mdered that all the chiefs and prominent citizens of both
offa parties be assembled and slaughtered. Thereafter, Karara's
army then viciously looted and took possession of Offa".

Ilorin as well as Offa belongs to Yoruba communities. If the above

was a liberated war slave, who eventually became a converted Christian,
a believer and mentor of western education, and a passionate

communityleader.

Therefore, for an occasion ofthe celebration ofthe commemoration of J.

S. Olawoyin like this, we must appreciate that Olawoyin's struggle was

a continuation ofthe struggle ofhis father.



what we are saying is that offa, which shared equal status with Ilorin as
military outposts of oyo Empire, became subjugated to Ilorin as a serf
within a Fulani Emirate. In a Muslim Emirate iystem, greater weight
was always given to spirifual and temporal authorities rather than
kingship considerations which were being regarded as fetish and meant
to be scrapped. Therefore, the position of olofa of offa, as far as Ilorin
Fulani Emirate was concerned, was to become automatically redundant
and be replaced with the temporal authority of either a village Head or a
District Head or, at best, an Emir.

In the course of these wars, the capital of oyo Empire was split between
Ibadan and Ilorin. Alafin lost all control and shifted base dom oyo Ile
(south of Kishi) to Ago'Doyo (now known as oyo Alafin between
ogbomosho and Ibadan). The situation became rror" 

"omplex 
when the

British attacked the Fulani rulers and took over the contrbl of Ilorin in
1897. By that time, offa had known the culture of oyo Empire and was
trying to learn the usages of the Ilorin Emirate system into which it had
just beeri subjugated. The idea ofNorth, South oi west ofNigeria which
later became the theatre of and deepry influenced offals political
agitation was not yet anticipated.

The Rule of British Laws within Oyo Empire

rn 1914, Nigeria was created as a colony of the British Empire with
Lagos as the capital. The new colony was to be ruled by a Governor-
General to be appointed from among the white men in Britain who had
little knowledge of the histories and cultures of the various ethnic
communities that made up the newly-created polity. The Governor-
General was to be assisted by two Lieutenant-Gbvernors - one for the
S outhern and the other for the Northern provinces.

To the British colonial masters for the Northern provinces (first based in
Lokoja and later moved to Kaduna), territorial boundaries had to be
arbitrarily determined to fit 1906 circumstances. Each province was to
embrace two or three emirate boundaries under the administrative
control of a British Resident Offi cer.



Each Emirate, which was a centre of war-occupation during the Fulani
Jihads ( 1 804 to 1 906), was adopted by the British as a Division under the
administrative supervision of a British Divisional Officer.

For each emirate, an Emir had already
Under the British colonial arrangement
Native Authority (N.A.) who would
Emirate territory. within Ilorin Emirate or Division, offa was regarded
as a District to be controlled by Ilorin NA (i.e. the Emir of Ilorin). In that
system, Offa District, which originally included Erin Ile, Ipee, Igbonna,
Ahogbada, Irra,Inaja,Ijagbo, Igosun, etc, was to be headed by a District
Head, from whose office the towns and villages within its territory
would be supervised. Hence, the Offa kingship was being made
temporal with the title being changed from Olofa of Offa to Offa
District Head. In the same fashion, all the village Baale were to become
village heads. That was how the Emir of Ilorin, who was installed by the
Fulani Jihadists, was made to superintend over offa District, together
with other 31 Districts of Igbomina and Ekiti countries that were
invaded by Ilorin during the Pan-Yoruba wars.

The Ibariba country which became Borgu Emirate under the Fulani
hegemony was headed by a native authority; the Head ofNupe countries
which combined PategilLafiagi became LafiagiN.A. In the meantime,
the Igbomina community of Oke-Ode and Oro-Ago had been
subordinated to Lafaigi Native Authority. The territories of the three
Emirates' NativeAuthorities ofllorin, Borgu and Lafiagi were classified
together into Ilorin Province. Unfortunately, the British, under their.
obnoxious Indirect Rule System, permitted the Fulani Emirate of Ilorin
to seek to appoint strangers from Ilorin as Head of certain Districts in

the kingship
including the
19t7.

Whereas, at the same time, the same British, applying a double standard
version of the Indirect Rule System in the Southem provinces, saw the
need to encourage kingship authorities to head the other neighbouring
Districts within Ibolo and oyo communities without calling them
DistrictHeads.



These neighbouring communities that continued to enjoy kingship
tradition are located around Okuku, Ikirun, Inisa,Otan, Iresi, Igbajo,
Ada, Ilobu, Ede, Osogbo, Ogbomoso, Iwo, Gbongan, Ikire, and Isehin.
Howeveq the British never granted them Native Authority status non-
the-less.

These communities, though regarded as Districts under a kingship
suzerainty by the British, were also subordinated to the then Baale of
Ibadan who- was granted Native Authority status in 1893 because, these

communities too, at one time or the other, were invaded or subjugated by
Ibadan during the Pan-Yoruba wars.

Without any reasonable explanation, the rest Oyo country of Ago-
d'Oyo, Aawe, Ilora, Fiditi, Okelho, Igbeti, Igboho, Kishi, Shaki, etc, that
were not under Ibadan N.A were classified into Oyo Division under
Alafin as aNativeAuthority.While the Ife Division and Ibadan Division
were again merged with Oyo Division as Oyo Province, the rest of Ekiti
lands had been split between Ondo and Kabba Provinces. In the other
neighbouring Yoruba communities, Ife Division consisted of the

kingship of Ife District, the kingship of Ila Orangun in Igbomina
count4r, andthe kingship of the Ijesapeople each of whose kingship the

British had recognised as Native Authority in their respective territories.
In other words, in the Southern Provinces, several Native Authorities
were combined to make a Division, while in the North, particularly in
Ilorin Division, where the Ibolo kingship of Offa operated, there was an

Emirate with an Emir serving as the sole NativeAuthority.

Chief J. S. Olawoyin, who was born eleven years later (i.e.1914 to
1925),had to learn how to begin the journey of a struggle to lead Offa out
of those yokes of Fulani subjugation under the complex imperial
supervision of the British.

The struggles andlegacies of J.S. Olawoyin

In 1935, Offa Descendants Union was formed by the Offa indigenes
resident in Lagos and branches of the Union ware later established at

Offa and other centres where Offa people could make the number.



In 1953, J.S. Olawoyin was recruited and given tutelage, as the
Administrative Secretary, in Lagos by the Union under Mr A.B.O.
Oyediran who was then the General Secretary ofthe Union.

Olawoyin's Terms ofReference as Administrative Secretary were :

(i) to agitate foraDivisional status forOffa; and

(iD to ensure Olofa of Offa was restored to a kingship native
authority.

Apart from the Offa Descendants lJnion, Olawoyin sought for other
platforms from where to spring to actions with a view to accomplishing
those tasks.

He decided to join the Action Group which was then one of the Nigerian
political parlies and got appointed as its Organising Secretary for Ilorin
Province. Inl954,he became the General Secretary of theAction Group
for Northern Region. He later joined other prominent leaders from
Kabba, Benue, Plateau, Niger and Kaduna Provinces of Northem
Nigeria to form Middle Belt Peoples Party and was elected as its
Publicity Secretary. In his struggles to champion the freedom of liis Offa
people from Ilorin subjugation through these cultural and political
platforms, J.S. Olawoyin was, at various times, incarcerated in Ilorin,
Kaduna, Sokoto, Broad Street, Kirikiri andlkoyiprisons.

He was elected as a councillor for Offa in 1955.In collaboration with the
Ilorin Talaka Parapo underAlhaji Sule Maito, he became the chairman
of Ilorin Divisional Council rn1957 .Inthose days, the systempermitted
a councillor to also serve as a regional legislator both of which were
parl-time positions. Therefore, in1956, Chief Olawoyin won election to
the membership of the Northern Regional House of Assembly (i.e.
House of Assembly for the Norlhem Provinces of Nigeria). At the
Nigerian Constitutional Conference of 1957, in London, he advocated
for Ilorin and Kabba Provinces to be merged with Western Region of
that time. This made the British Colonial Secretary to set up a high
powered Commission of Enquiry under Sir Henry Willink to make
recommendations on the demand which eventually formed the basis for
the creation of Ilorin and Kabba Provinces into Kwara state in the hrst
instance inl967.



He passionately agitated for Olofa of Offa to be recognised as Native
Authority, a kingship affangement within Offa District, which must be
separated from Ilorin suzerainty.

At pagesT 1 and 83 ofhis book titled'My Political Reminiscences 1948

- 1983'J.S. Olawoyin described as part of the happiest moments of his
life.

i) when General Yakubu Gowon created Ilorin and Kabba
provinces as North Central state (later named Kwara state)
within the F ederal Republic of Niger ia on 27'n May, I 9 67 ;

ii) when Colonel David Bamgboye, the first Governor of Kwara
state, split Ilorin Division into fourie Ilorin, Off4 Igbomina and
Ekiti autonomous administrativeDivisions in 1968; and

iii) when His Highness, OLa Mustafa Olawore Olanipekun, the
Olofa of Offa, was elevated and graded first class Oba, by
GovemorAdamuAtta on March 23, 1981

As a trusted servant of his people, J.S. Olawoyin was consistently
elected councillor for Offa for almost 25 years (1955 to 1979) when he
decided to voluntarily resign to enable him serve in other capacities. For
his services, with the recognition and consent of the Offa Chiefs and
people, he was celebrated by friends of Offa community when the Olofa
of Offa crowned him with the traditional title ofAsiwaju of Offa in 1 982.

Ladies and gentlemen, today, ten years after his departure from this life,
we are assembled here again to celebrate the greatness of Chief Josiah
Sunday Olawoyin. His greatness was in his service for the achievement
of the demands and requirements of his community since 1953 and for
the eventual happiness ofhis people. His greatness is that afterthe death
ofhis flesh, his spirit is still very active among us. His legacies are in his
greatness in service. May God bless his works. May God let his spirit
rest in perfect peace. May God promote the beneficial aspirations of the
rest ofus.

I thank you indeed for listening.


