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1. Introduction 

Peace and security are twin concepts upon which a nation  is 
built and developed; lack of security is a serious obstacle to 
peace. Lack of security to life is violence. Lack of security of 
food is hunger. Remember the adage: An hungry man is an angry 
man. We all know that an angry man can easily become a violent 
man. Lack of security of employment leads to hunger. Political 
domination and subjugation breed revolts, community 
disharmony and national insecurity. What we are saying, in 
essence, is that political self-determination and economic 
security is a veritable foundation upon which the peace of any 
polity can be built. It is another word for national power. 

2. National Power 

Whether in a democracy or in a dictatorship, national power is 
measured in terms of political and economic self-sufficiency and 
military superiority. Knowledge promotes economic and 
military power through scientific and technological impetus. In 
a dictatorship, knowledge can not grow because free thinking, 
free speech and free discussion are stifled to the extent that MAN 
has no opportunity to exercise those fundamental human rights. 
In a democracy, however, access to rights such as free 
movement, free 
education, free healthcare, decent housing and good food are 
demanded, debated and discussed; even if they would not be 
addressed by the people in authority, 
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they would form the basis for eventual promises by those 

aspiring to power through the electoral process. 

 

3. Traditional Native Authority 

 

Before the advert of British imperialism in Nigeria, each 

traditional local government, otherwise known as empire, 

kingdom, fiefdom or family hamlet, enjoyed complete 

autonomy. Among such empire were the housa kingdoms, the 

Bornu empire for the kanuris and the middle-belt, Kwarafa 

empire among the plateau communities. We also had the Oyo 

empire covering the present Oyo State and parts of the present 

Ogun, Lagos, Kwara and Osun States. Benin empire covered the 

present Edo and Delta states and substantial parts of the present 

Ondo, Kogi and Ekiti states. Among the other kingdoms were 

the Ife kingdom, the Ila Kingdom (which from the present Osun 

State spread into Igbomina area of the present Kwara State) and 

the Ijesa Kingdom (covering parts of the present Osun and Ekiti 

states) All the human activities that resulted in these social 

institutions represent the culmination of processes of discovery 

and development of agriculture but not without the wickedness 

of enslavement of man depending on his access to the arsenal of 

power. 

 

Although, the European invasion for the slave trade(16
th

 to 19
th

 

centuries) and the wars arising from the Fulani Jihads (otherwise  

known in Yorubaland, as Jalumi and Kiriji wars etc (1804 

-1893) appeared to have weakened and altered some of the 

boundaries; the emerging kingdoms and emirates became the 
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 strongest pillars for the administrative structure (Native 

Authority) of the British rule in Nigeria from 1914. In other 

words, in the ancient feudal arrangements, administrative 

power began with our traditional rulers in the various 

kingdoms, fiefdoms and  family hamlets now called local 

governments. From the experience of the colonization of the 

North by the Fulani and the counter colonization of the 

whole Nigeria by the British, all Nigerian historical tribal 

groupings, regional kingdoms and medieval city states 

coalesced into nations being referred to as Yoruba, Hausa 

Fulani, lgbo, Kanuri, Edo, Urhobo, lbiobio, Tiv, ldoma etc 

across the North-West, North-East, North-Central, South- 

West, South-East and South-South zones of Nigeria 

variously. 

 

4. Power Oscillation 

 With the advent of democracy in Nigeria in 1952, power 

shifted to the Regions (now split into states) from which the    

Central Government derived its authority. The three 

founding fathers of post-colonial Nigeria - Dr. Nnamdi 

Azikiwe, Chief Obafemi Awolowo and Alhaji Ahmadu 

Bello- at first, preferred to remain in the Regions-the source 

of political power and authority! Later came the military 

who, basing administrative arrangement and governance on 

military tradition, shifted power and authority to the centre. 

Overtime, the military created 36 states and 774 local 

governments, based on no scientific principles, but, on 

largely nepotism and transient political pressure,  
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thereby making nonsense of federalism. Thus the militaries 

and their collaborators have, through the backdoor, 

restructured Nigeria from a federal to a quasi unitary system 

of government. 

 

5. Unitary Federalism 

Each  of the 36 states is now so weak  that it struggles 

with the local governments between being autonomous 

from and, at the same time being subordinated to the 

Federal Government in particular all major functions 

which the old Regions were performing. By decree 21 0f 

1998, the military transferred virtually all powers of 

taxation from the States and Local Governments to the 

Federal Government, thereby, making the other tier of 

government and the Local Governments financially 

helpless and virtually totally reliant on funds from sale of 

crude oil. Hence the strident demands for restructuring, 

resource control, and sovereign national conference. Take 

it or leave it, the only thing that can give strength to  and 

sustain the unity of the diverse people of Nigeria is TRUE 

FEDERALISM -  the definition and practice of which do 

not appear to be clear yet to neophyte Nigerian politicians. 

 Distinct national groups are entitled: 

i)  to countries of their own; and 

 ii)        to the freedom to pursue destinies according to  their 

own lights, culture, history and resources. 

 

The experiences of czechoslovakia and yugoslavia, where 

several nations were grouped together in each 
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 as a single country, resulted in ultimate disintegration: one 

peacefully, the other violently. No power can force into a 

unitary polity several or many nations with different unique 

languages, history and culture. Only federalism by 

agreement may be tolerated and sustained. 

 

6.       True Federalism 

  

The relevance of nationalism as a central driving force for 

demands for sovereignty or unfettered autonomy within a 

sovereign country is being demonstrated daily in all polities 

of diverse ethnicity as in Great Britain where autonomy is 

being granted to the Scots, Irish and Welsh side by side with 

that of England. It confirms the argument that the more 

educated, civilised and enlightened a people are, the more 

eager they become in their pursuit of their national autonomy 

and self government. 

  

Before true federalism can be achieved, each of the 

nationalities that make up Nigeria - particularly from the 

South-West, South-East and South-South zones of the 

country - must begin today its separate national conferences 

with a view to reviewing and re-writing separate constitutions 

each for the Yoruba, the lgbo, the Edo, the Uroboh, the ljaw, 

the Annang and the Ogoja nation and so on, as if, each would 

be administered as a separate entity. The various nationalities 

in the Middle-Belt, the North- West and the North-East will 

learn to follow in double-quick-march. 
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In the end, all these constitutions will assume domestic 

autonomy particularly in transportation (including rail ways, 

waterways and airway services) energy and communication 

and at the same time, specify what authority to surrender to the 

Federal Government at an all-Nigerian national conference. 

 

7.  General Assumptions 

 

I should, at this point, present the assumptions on which my 

position on the issue of true federalism is premised in order to 

underscore its sine quo non for the survival of, our country, 

Nigeria. 

 

7.1  General acceptance of the principle of Federalism 

 

Under a true Federal arrangernent (USA, Canada, Australia, 

India etc) there are two tiers of government-the central 

Government and the governments of the federating units 

(otherwise called States). However, while the federal 

arrangement in those countries evolved from historical union 

of diverse ethnicity, geographical separateness and language 

dissimilarities put together by agreement among peoples of the 

federating units, the Nigerian federation started as a union 

forced by the British; the regions which were the components 

were rather progressively split into states created on demands, 

considered by the military without consistent clear-cut 

principles other than nepotism and transient pressure. 

 

 In any federation, like in any unitary polity, local government   

administration are mere geographical, 
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Zonal or district departments created by each state 
government for ease of allocating functions, supervising, 
monitoring and controlling the maintenance of the 
amenities provided  by the states using the instrument- 
talities of primary facilities such as primary schools, health 
clinics, markets stalls and motor parks etc. In other words, 
a unitary arrangement has one central government with 
possibly several levels of local, divisional, district or 
parish administrations while a federal system has two tiers 
of governments (Central and States only).  
 

7.2  Allocation of Functions between the two tiers of 

government 

In a  true federal arrangement, the Central Government is 
saddled with functions that would unify the various 
federating units (States) and such functions would be listed 
to avoid controversy. All the residual (non-listed functions) 
are the preserve of the federating units. While listed 
functions are known and identifiable, the residual functions 
are not as clear-cut being only cognisable by inference and 
deduction. That is why, in some federations, there are 
concurrent functions which are always listed too:   

(i)  to enable the Central and the State governments  to 

participate voluntarily depending  on the available 

resources and needs: and   
(ii)  to enable the Central government to  intervene where 

there are needs but the federating unit lacks the 

resources and without such caveat that the 
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involvement of one invalidates the authority of the other 

as it is currently the case in Nigeria. Such caveat by implication 

transfers all the listed concurrent functions to the exclusive 

preserve of the Central government. 

 

7.3   The polity adulterated by military rule 

 

Arising from the foregoing, the  following questions become 

pertinent: 

i. Should each of the existing 36 states (and perhaps with more 

to be created in the future) be the federating unit in preference 

to making each of the six zones (namely: North-West, 

North-East, North-Central, South-West, South- East and 

South- South) the federating unit? 

ii. Should each resulting tier  or level of government Federal, 

Zonal, State and Local Government) be self-coordinating OR 

one and any of  the levels be made subordinate to the other? 

 The answers to these two questions can be found in the 

distribution of functions and allocation of authorities. 

 

8      Distribution of Functions and Allocation of Authorities 

 

 In the present situation of Nigeria, where nations with distinct 

languages, historical, cultural and political affinities have been 

adulterated during military misrule, as characterized by arbit- 

rary state boundaries, the zonal configuration shall, in my opin- 

ion, have to be introduced as the federating  unit and as useful 
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coordinator of state activities. I am therefore suggesting 

that functions be allocated as follows: 

8.1  Exclusive Legislative List for the Central Government 

(i)   Citizenship, Naturalisation, Immigration, Deportation of

 Non-Nigerians, Extradition, Passport and Visa; 

(ii)   Foreign Relations and External Affairs generally; 

(iii)  Common Legal Tender, Currency, Coinage, Central Bank             

and Exchange Control; 

(iv)   Defence, Armed Forces, Arms, Ammunition and    

Nuclear Energy; 

(v)   Custom Duties and Aviation Control; 

(vi)  Census, Territorial Boundaries and Election to the offices    

of President and Vice President; 

(vii) Award of  national titles and honours; 

(viii) Federal Police and Federal Civil Service, 

(ix)   Pension and Gratuities 

(x)   Public Holidays; 

(xi)  Research in education, health, agriculture and technology    

etc. school curriculum  and General Examinations. 
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 8.2  Zonal or Regional Legislative List (to be held in concurrence 

with the States within the zone). 

i. Transportation including: Airports, Railways, Waterways 

and Trunk Roads; 

ii. Polytechnic and University Education; 

iii. Borrowing of monies within and outside Nigeria; 

iv. Commercial and Industrial monopolies, Excise Duties and 

Control of capital Issues; 

v.  Consular and Trade representation; 

vi.  Mines and Minerals (including petroleum mining) 

vii.  Copyright; 

viii.  Drugs and poisons; 

ix.  Incorporation of Companies, Insurance, Patents, Trade 

Marks, Business names, profit and capital Gains; 

x.  Energy, post and Telecommunication; 

xi.  Produce Inspection for Export; 

xii.  Banking; etc. 

xiii.  Creation of states; Election to the offices of the Zonal 

prime Minister, National Assembly, Zonal and the  state 

Legislative Councils; 

xiv.  Regional/State Police, prisons, Evidence and Fingerprints; 
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8.3  State Legislative List 

 

All Residual Powers in addition to all the functions listed under Zonal 

and Regional Legislative List should be given to each of the 36 states. 

In the event of the Zonal Legislature making a law on any function 

which had earlier been legislated upon by the State, such function shall 

be jointly negotiated, formulated, financed, implemented, controlled 

and co-ordinated according to degree of the benefit derivable by each 

of the two or more authorities concerned. In other words, it will be a 

joint venture approach. 

 

8.4 Local Government List  

 

The powers and functions of the Local Governments in a State will 

remain as may be prescribed by the House of Assembly of that State. 

 

8.5 Grassroot Development in Poor and Emerging Developing 

Countries 

 

In abnormal circumstances, as in Nigeria, where all the powers to 

make laws on taxation and revenue generation are virtually totally 

centralised, allocation of revenue should be extended to the local 

administration levels (not tier of government). If the states are to 

create the structure and functions of such local administrations, the 

estimation and valuation of such functions and of what to allocate 

require the absolute concurrence and agreement of the state 

government which created the local administrations and the 

functions to be financed by them in the first instance. 
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It is abnormal therefore for the Federal Legislature to prescribe 

a formula for allocation of revenue among Local Government 

councils. To foist a uniform formula on the whole country, is 

an aberration in any federal arrangement. 

8.6  Human Propensity 

 

There seems to be a real shortage of intelligent political 

leadership in most, if not ail, of the existing levels of . 

government in Nigeria today. The smooth running of 

any administration, and the cordial inter-relationship 

among the various tiers of governments and levels of 

administration, depends mainly on the erudition, training, 

exposure, experience and propensity (evildoing or 

developmental e.g. corruption, selfishness, nepotism, 

obsessive desire to stick indefinitely to public office by all 

means, creativity, frugality, accountability etc) of our political 

leadership at every level of administration. In a unitary and 

parliamentary polity like Britain, political tutelage begins with 

ward councillorship to the membership of the central 

Parliament; while in a federal system, like in U.S.A, 

political tutelage also starts with councillorship, then 

Mayor, Governor, Senate and president. In Nigeria, where 

access to money determines at what level to start a political 

career, political tutelage may begin directly at the presidency. 

And, that is why, the ' propensity for eyil-doing in politics is 

likely to be more profound among Nigerian politicians than in 

the more advanced countries.  
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This propensity for evil accounts largely for the utter 

Lack of honesty and comprehension of the situation on 

the part of those who direct and administer the affairs of our 

government in both tiers and at all levels. It is worse at the 

Local Government level where it is not unusual for 

illiterates, in a practical sense, to become chairmen of 

councils whose staff are relatively poorly educated and are 

both unexposed and inexperienced. 

  

This situation partly explains the corruption otherwise 

referred to as “weekly pools"  whose proceeds are earned 

from direct stealing of public funds and are shared by local 

politicians  and career officers without compunction at that 

level of government.  One wonders therefore if much funds 

should be entrusted to that level of government. 

 

8.7        National Power Distribution and Revenue Allocation 

The following tables should assist us in further appreciating 

the inequitable and lopsided  allocation of revenue and 

distribution  of power in Nigeria. 
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 Inspite of the fact that the 1991 population census, which 

was generally discredited, was rigged in favour of the 

North it can be seen from the table above that Local 

Governments were created by Babangida and Abacha 

regimes as a ploy to clandestinely allocate more  funds to 

the States in the North than those of the South.  For this 

reason, the present formula for allocating revenue among 

the774 local governments directly from Abuja must be 

discarded and replaced with more equitable formula which 

would encourage allocation to local governments by the 

States according to the dictates of their different Houses of 

Assembly. 

8.7.3   Zonal Distribution of powers and Allocation of Revenue 

Using 1991 Population 
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As is obvious from the tables, it should not be difficult 

for us to realise that, in the interest of peace and harmony, 

political and economic restructuring is a necessary insurance 

for the continuity of One Nigeria: 

In other words, our census must be accurate, our zones/regions 

must be recognised as the first line federating units, the 

exclusive functions of the Federal Government must be partly 

off-loaded and shared among the zones, revenue allocation 

system must be related to the quantum and complexity of 

functions. 

The only way out of the current political crisis is the convo- 

cation of a national conference where an acceptable basis for 

proceeding with Nigeria can be forged.  
 

9    Life, Food, Property and Economic Security 

In the meantime, however, if Nigeria is serious about security 

of Life, Food, Property and the Economy, Chief Obasanjo must 

be persuaded and assisted: 

 

9.1   to appreciate that over-centralisation of power, 

functions and authority to the hands of the Federal 

Government is the major reason for uncontrollable 

corruption, inefficiency and indiscipline in the body 

politics of Nigeria; 

 

9.2   to solve the prevalent security problem of crimes of 

armed  robbery and assassination; inter-communal and 

inter-religious feuds which are being sponsored and 

financed by the rich and the powerful members of our 

society in their greedy and selfish efforts at self- 

enrichment but which continue uncontrollably to 

destroy lives and property; 
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9.3       to solve the problem of political disorder arising from a  

deliberate misinterpretation and misapplication  of the 

Constitution, an instance of which is bringing the 

National Assembly into conflict with the Federal 

Executive arm of Government and which is bringing the 

Federal Government into conflict with the 36 state 

Houses of Assembly and governments on the matters of 

Federal, State and Local Government Joint Revenue 

Mobilisation, Allocation and Fiscal Management, 

Electoral Bills and so on; 

 

9.4       to solve the problem of economic mismanagement by 

which the Federal Government constantly over-spends its 

budgets; which puts the internal debt of the Federal 

Government of Nigeria at N1.3 trillion; which worsened 

the inflation rate from 5% in 1999 to 18% in year 2002; 

which devalued our currency from N80 per dollar in 1999 

to N140 per dollar in year 2002; and which raised bank 

interest rates from 21% in 1999 to 40% in year 2002; 

 

9.5    to appreciate that the rest of the World is in an era of 

growth, progress and self-reliance and that, within the past 

40 years since Nigerian independence, the volume of 

international trade has multiplied almost twenty times 

with Nigerian participation dwindling almost to zero. 
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 In the economy of Nigeria where manufactured goods for 

export is less than 8% and foreign exchange is being brazenly 

stolen and stashed away in other countries, and, where foreign 

debts stand at more than $29 billion, it is not likely that the 

value of the Naira will not further fall if the debt repayment of 

$2 billion per year is insisted up Clubs by both the Paris and 

London clubs with the support of both the IMF and the  world 

Bank. The present high bank interest rate is not sustainable in 

the long run without proving harmful to the financial health of 

the banks themselves. Already, there is widespread 

speculation that some banks are in distress. Whatever the 

circum- stances, one thing is sure. The Governor of the central 

Bank, Chief Joseph Sanusi, is always being quoted (e.g by the 

'Nigerian Tribune' of Monday, 5th November 2001 and by 

'This Day' - Abuja edition of  Wednesday, l9th February that 

2003) as saying that ‘the Nigeria economy was performing 

below expectations’. As long as our people abandon primary 

and secondary economic sectors (i.e. agriculture and 

manufacturing) for the service sector (i.e banking, marketing, 

accounting, insurance etc) so long shall there be unemploy- 

ment and poverty in Nigeria. Poverty, as we all know, breeds 

hunger, which may lead to anger and may result in violence as 

a major obstacle to peace. As at present, if  we observe 

properly, we would notice that there are more vagabonds in 

our streets than ladies and gentlemen. 

 

10.    Man as a Unit of Development 

For our party, Alliance for Democracy, MAN is the unit of 

development. This is because we have discovered that the most 

productive raw materials and their best processing plants are  
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to be found in the human brain  and the human mind which 

must be properly nurtured and developed. 

 

Therefore our cardinal objectives of: 

(a) free education for all at all levels; 

(b) free health services for all, and  

(c) full gainful (self) employment. 

 

presuppose that, whatever funds are available to us, in our 

various States, must be allocated, first and foremost, to target 

the development of every individual human citizen through the 

financing of primary, secondary, tertiary technical and 

technological schools, the various medical and clinical 

institutions, and through regular payment of salaries and 

allowances to all our public officers, including medical 

workers and  teachers. As part of full gainful self employment 

for all, the people in rural areas, the women, the youths, the 

technical experts, the artisans, the city traders and the 

transporters are being mobilised and encouraged to group 

them- selves into co-operative organisations capable of 

perpetual success- sion, with a view, to introducing them to 

macro- credits from the various financial institutions and to 

train them to use the corporate organisations for self-realisation 

in business and trade. China began in this way to transit quickly 

from poverty arising from over- population into prosperity and 

a World power status. Today, China aspires to feed the world 

its own people, after having adequately fed its own people. 
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11.  Optimum Community 

Apart from expending our funds on individual human devel- 

opment, our funds is also being used to integrate the rural 

areas with the urban centres through road linkages with every 

one of our secondary schools, each being designated as the 

headquarters of an Optimum Community, (OPTICOM) and 

for and around which water, electricity and rural housing 

units are being provided. In the end, with easy transportation, 

decent housing and shelter, water and energy, every commu- 

nity in both rural and urban areas of the state would devise 

opportunities for processing crude primary agricultural prod- 

uce into simple manufacturing for packaging, and easy 

transportation, distribution and marketing. 
  
  

We have good ideas, and the willpower to prosecute them. 
However, we must develop the spirit of selflessness and 
altruism to back the ideas. We need money; we need peace; 
we need, also, the support and co-operation of every citizen 
to move our country from its economic crudity and back- 
wardness to economic modernity, prosperity and security. 

  
  
12. Local Government and Community Development 

In Osun State, it is our expectation that each primary school 
shall be the headquarters of the  community in which it is 
located. Our Local Government Councils have therefore 
been directed to link  up each primary school neighbourhood 
with good roads, potable water, electricity, housing facility, 
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and grassroots mobilisation and organisation of occupational 
co-operative societies for ease of macro credit for their 
trades. Also, local government councils are expected to 
become partners in the maintenance of state amenities within 
their council areas. 

13.  Priority for Agriculture 

In the Nile valley, 3000 years before Christ, the man, who 
first introduced the practice of agriculture and who achieved 
the impressive miracle of increasing the supply of food, was 
revered as a superior being and became the first king in the 
history of the world. When he died, he was apotheosised and 
he became one of the first gods of Egypt. 

Considering the reverence in which the first farmer in the 
Nile Valley was held, farmers  are expected to be, like 
Jimmy Carter of America, the rulers of  the world.  

For our agriculture to play its expected  role of: 

(i)  providing  adequate food  for  the population  and 

raw  materials for industrial processes; 

(ii)  generating investible funds for the industrial sector; 

and 

(iii)  fostering the growth of secondary industries by 

providing market for industrial goods; 

there is need for increased, well directed and properly 
focused investment in the sector, aimed at empowering the 
Nigerian farmer. In doing so, serious attention must be paid to  
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 the reduction of the present urban-rural imbalance in social 

infrastructure and opportunities through well packaged  

integrated rural development  efforts. 

It is  only the creation of an enabling environment for 

agricultural production where the necessary infrastructure for 

transport, power, water supply etc. are available in rural 

villages that can encourage existing farmers to remain in 

agriculture and motivate others to go into it as a business. 

Farmers, whether their holdings are small, medium or large, 

respond positively to incentives and opportunities. The 

principal constraint to sustainable increased food production 

is therefore not the attitude of farmers, but the technology and 

resources available to them; and the environment, both 

natural and man-made, in which farmers operate. 

Thus, in its efforts to improve the conditions under which 

farmers operate, the present administration in Osun State 

formulated and approved a new agricultural policy for the 

State. This new policy emphasizes: 

 

(i)        the provision of  social infrastructure in the rural areas 

in general  and the farm settlements in particular; 

 

(ii)  the promotion of cooperative farming  through the 

provision  of agricultural support services like farm 

mechanization, agricultural credit, and input supply 

to farmers cooperative groups; as well as 

(iii)  the extension of practical training in agriculture 

to  secondary school pupils in  the State. 
   

30 



Institutional arrangements for the provision of these 
support services have also been restructured to make them 
more responsive to the need of farmers. 

Twenty-five years ago, Nigeria and Indonesia had the 

same annual per capita income of 400(USD) dollars 

and their source of revenue was crude oil which 

accounted for over 80% of their national revenue 

Indonesia soon began to invest in the development 

and exploitation of its abundant agricultural 

resources. Today, the country has a per capita annual 

income of over 1,400 (USD) dollars and the 

component of its agricultural earnings is said to have 

increased to over 80% while the income from crude 

oil earning remains constant. In contrast, Nigeria's 

annual per capita income is now less than 300(USD) 

dollars and the dominant role of crude oil in the 

economy has remained the same! 

14. Our Trademark in Osun State 

14.1 The year 2001 Budget of Osun State, has a revenue size of 

about N16.30 billion and an expenditure size of about 

N20.7billion, leading to a budget deficit of over four 

billion Naira. As at the end of Year 200l, the total revenue 

realised from all sources was about N9.13 billion. It is 

obvious that the projected revenue for the year was not 

achieved as envisaged. In other words, our projected 

revenue for year 2000 and 2001 fell short of expectation 

by more than N3billion and N11.57 billion respectively.        
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         Also, in year 2002, our budget in Osun State had a revenue 

and  expenditure size of N18.87billion. It was a balanced 

budget. At  the end of the year 2002, the total revenue 

realized from all sources came to about N12.68billion. In 

the same manner, it became obvious that the revenue for the 

year was short by N6.19billion.  

 

The effect of actual revenue  falling .short of estimates 

annually results in higher percentage of income being spent 

on recurrent items merely to glorify the offices and incomes 

of the public servants which results in a  situation where less 

percentage of  the income is being spent on capital items 

which can benefit the public to which we are servants. 

But in Osun State, we have prudently managed our meagre 

resources such that; 

(i) we ended up with a budget surplus of N510 million at 

the close of the budget year 2002. 

(ii) we have not executed any project  on credit. Before 

we embarked on any job, we would have gotten ready 

the fund. If not, we would start conserving the money 

for the project immediately; 

(iii) salaries and allowances of workers have been paid  as 

and when due. We have also fully paid all the Leave 

allowance of workers to date; 
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(iv) we have cleared all pension and gratuity arrears  

inherited by us. 

(v) officers are all along being trained and re-trained   

and duly Promoted; 

(vi) out of the little fund remaining, we haves spent      

over two billion Naira on meaningful capital Projects. 
     

14.2    We have been able to achieve so much with so little    

because we have plugged most of the avenues for 

leakage and wastage. We have been very meticulous and 

selfless. We are guided by the belief that those of us in   
government are servants of the public only serving as 

trustees of the people who are the real-owners of the 

Government. 

14.3   To demonstrate lack of self-discipline by the erstwhile  

military regimes, the 1998 overhead budget of N436.2 

million approved for Osun State, by the military 

themselves, was over-spent by over Nl00 million 

(23.03%). We came in May t 999 to inherit the military's 

overhead budget of N621million, yet, we managed to 

           demonstrate a sense of frugality by saving over N103  

million (16.6%). Foryear2000 and up to December 

2002, we are happy to say that, inspite of the gloomy 

economic situation (described in paragraph 14.1 

above), we saved over N300million (26.42%) N494 

million (36.18%) and N432million (32.48%) in each of  
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the three years respectively from the over-head budgets 
approved for  Osun state by the House of Assembly.  

 
14.4     Also, when we carne on board in May, 1999 the  Auditor- 

General's Report for the accounts of the periods from 1992 
to 1998 had not been published. Today, the Accounts up to 
year  2001 have been prepared, audited and published. An 
up to-date Audited Accounts of Osun State, even for the 
year 2002 will soon be printed and published for public 
use. I was exhilarated  when Mr. O.S. Abiola, the Auditor- 
General of Osun State, in a letter dated 23 November 2001 
addressed to me concluded thus: “Your Excellency's 
stance  towards accountability and probity is highly noted 
by the office of the Auditor-General" 

 

15. Conclusion 

The political and economic foundation of Nigeria, as 
at present, is resting on a foundation of quick-sand which 
can give way at the slightest vibration. 

While current politics encourages domination (or perhaps 

marginalization) among ethnic grounds and religious faiths 

depending on whoever is at the helm of affairs, constant 

ethnic crashes and increasing spate of religious ethnic 

crashes and increasing of religious violence are being 

instigated to redress the in-balance 
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As for the economy, the lack of pursuit of  science based  

technology and the emphasis on service oriented businesses 

have pushed agricultural and industrial enterprises and 

productivity  to the background. This has resulted in the large 

number of youths (mostly graduate) who are unemployed; it 

has also led to poverty and hunger. There are resentment, 

tension and insecurity to life and property among the citizens. 

Everybody looks for cheap money to combat inflation and 

this has given rise to consumption without production. These 

situations were deliberately designed by leaders who had 

planned to perpetuate themselves in office. Like in the 

ancient Arabian polity, poverty was always foisted on the 

middle class and the youths to enable the fabulously rich 

leaders to whip the populace into forced obedience. 

subservience and servitude; such that the leaders and their 

offspring would, therefore, forever continue to revel in 

opulence and pleasure  among the prostrating followers 

shouting 'RANKA-DEDE' endlessly. 

The military and political leaders do not help matters by 

resorting to stealing and looting of the nation's wealth to 

enable them finance their perpetuation in office. Corruption 

and grab became the culture of the press, the security agents, 

electoral and civil administrators who are to serve as umpires 

among political parties. Voters too are seriously becoming 

frustrated and apathetic. A lot of money would be required to 

mobilize and organize them to participate in their civic duties. 

In the end, only the rich shall be able to buy power. Politics, 

like religious evangelism, has thus become a lucrative 

business for the winners.       
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In reaction, the poor and hungry youths are grouping 

together in cults and ethnic militia. In our streets, as we 

observed earlier, there are more destitutes and vagabonds than 

ladies and gentlemen. Things are fast tending towards mass 

and violent revolution. Only God through visionary leaders 

can save us before it is too late. This kind of leaders can still 

be found, if not in politics, at least in  the Universities, 

industries and among the up-coming professionals. If the 

children of the wealthy slave merchants could come together to 

preach for and see to it that slave trade was abolished in 

Europe and America in the 19
th

 century, there is every hope 

that the children of the wealthy political thieves, too, can 

contribute to the venture of restructuring the politics and the 

economy of this country in future.  

 

However since the future cannot  be predetermined, a most 

urgent and compelling solution is the convocation of a 

national conference at which all nationalities would have an 

opportunity of contributing to a discussion on how to fashion 

an enduring Nigerian federation. 

 

16   Gratitudes 

I should  end this speech by expressing deep gratitude, great 

pleasure  and joy for the honour done me by the authority of 

this University who invited  me to this occasion and granted me 

the indulgence of selecting my topic and of naming the date 

for this talk. I feel flattered. I feel humbled. My choice of topic 

is predicated on the on-going attempt by the National 

Assembly to review the 1999 Constitution and it is my 
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hope that this talk will provoke public debate to obviate any 

haphazard review which could compound further the problems  of 

democracy among the diverse peoples of Nigeria. It is hoped that this 

presentation might also serve as recommendations for a new 

political architecture and consequently an appreciable reduction of 

possible damage to our democratic dispensation. May God bless this 

day! May God bless this talk!! 

May God bless all of us for the progress of Nigeria. 

I thank you for your attention. 
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